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Tus: Annals, far from being g ſequel of the 


Private Memoirs which I have already publiſhed, 


are the chief work from which. I extracted the 


chapters that form thoſe Memoirs. 1 was aware 
of the inconvenience and imputation to which 1 
ſubjeted myſelf, by offering to the public ſome 

, unconneRed chapters which did not form a 
"whole; but inſuperable obſtacles at that time 
prevented the publication of the entire work. 
Many of the chapters remained unfiniſhed, from 

my inability to procure all the original papers I. 


wiſhed to add to them: befides,. I could find no 


bookſeller who would undertake to print, on his 
own account, ſeven large volumes, upon a ſub- 
ject which had already employed the pen of ſo 


many writers, and I could, not myſelf be at the 


9 $ PRELIMINARY NOTE, 


it was my part to challenge them; and the ſilence 


principal events of the French Revolution, ſuch 


* 
P4 - enn * = 
N — 
* 


—— Nr r nn 
expence of the 2 1 might indeed have 


poſtponed it, but I thought it incumbent upon me 
to produce it. The profound veneration I felt 
for the virtues of Louis XVI. would not ſuffer 
me to bear long the- atrocious; calumnies which 
his affa ns were till venting againſt him. I 
ſhould have conſidered myſelf as their accom- 


plice, if, while it was in my power by ingon- 
teſtable facts to repel the odious charges with 


which they laboured to ſtain the memory of that 
unfortunate Monarch, I had not haſtened to eſta- 


bliſh thoſe fats, by publiſhing them in the life- 
time of all the perſons intereſted to contradift 


them, and by defying them to overturn my teſ- 
timony, Although I did not fear their objeQions, - 


they have preſerved for two years after that chal- 
lenge, may doubtleſs be conſidered as a formal 


acknowledgement of ns" TH ae _ 0 


ments. 2 

Theſe were the: motives that ib, me in 
dividing my work into two parts. The one; 
compoſed chiefly of details in which I was my- 
ſelf principally concerned, or of | fats known 


only to the perſons whom I have mentioned, was 


that which I thought ſhould appear the firſt, and 


to which alone the title of Private Memoirs was 


ſuitable : the other is a faithful account of the 


as 
1 | 


, * N . __ 
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as e under mp oon eyes, for 1 was 
witneſs to almoſt all of them. I have added ſe- 
veral intereſting anecdotes little'known, of which 
I had it in my power to be exattly informed, and 
ſome of which have been altered or exaggerated 
by the writers of different parties. 

This ſecond part will have no chaſms in che AT 
Hiſtory, and will ſupply thoſe which have been + 
obſerved in the firſt. There might have been 
ſome reaſon to find fault with them, had I not 
precluded it by publiſhing that part, only as 
« Private Memoirs relative to the laſt year of a 
te the reign of Louis XVI,” and not to the four 1 
preceding years. This Chronological Account, 
and thoſe Memoirs, make a complete Hiſtory of 

the Revolution, from its commencement to the 
death of the King. I have omitted all the diſ- 
cuſſions of unintereſting details, idle talk, war 
of words, inſults, and - miſerable quirks, which 
have often conſumed whole Sittings of thoſe Aſ- 
ſemblies, of which the majority of the ſpeakers 
conliſted of indifferent advocates and country 
pettifoggers. . Nor have I admitted that immenſe 
number of Decrees, the voluminous and undi- - 
geſted collection of which can only be preſerved I 
as a monument of ignorance, contradiQion, | 
phrenſy, injuſtice, and abſurdity. I have thought it 
enough to mention the moſt remarkable of them, 
by reporting their chief tendencies. 1 have 
been particularly ſolicitous to give a very exact 
| ac 
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account-of all the 
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Eci REYOLUTIO! o 


INTRODUCTION. _. 


containing a conciſe View of the French Re- 
volution, or rather of the different Re- 


volutions that have taken place in France 


fince the N of t the laſt IRE | 


Ir. bu.hewn/ thn. grind. ahdat-of a 
all the writers upon the French Revolution, 
in their inquiries, compilations, and argu- 
ments, to prove that it is ſimilar to the Re- 

Vor. I. B  volutions 
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valutions that have happened in other. coun- 

tries; and chiefly to that which took place 

in England, in the reign of Charles the 
Some have emglayel EO ell to ridi-. 


- Cule the vain boaſtings and arrogated talents 


of the conductors of the Reyolution in - \ 


France, by ſhewing that they are only ſer- 
vile imitators, of preceding Reyglutions, 
with this differerice, that they have polluted | 


_ theirs with crimes more atrocious, and infi- 
nitely more numerous. Others endeavour to 
| ſupport the courage and the hopes of the | 
Royaliſts, by referring them to the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of the houſe of Stuart upon the 
throne of England,” a8 an infallible proto-—- 
type of an approaching re- eſtabliſhment of 
the houſe of Bourbon 

But however ingenious theſe analogies 
may be, they a are. Always inaccurate, an 
more calculated than they at firſt appear to 
be, to ſtrengthen the tyranny under Which 
France at preſent groans. They tend, in 
fact, but to confirm the apathy of the ſuf- . 
fering nation, and the deplorable ſecurity of 
al thoſe countries that have reaſon wo Bs and 


5 the deſpotiſm of the oppreſſors. ng, 5 


The French may * ne If our en 
- 6 „„ » 3. EX oy 


* 
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tion be ſimilar to all others, it Walt ties 
termination, as all others have had. The 
monarchy will ere long be re-eſtabliſhed, 


without our incurring freſh dangers to ac- 
celerate its reſtoration; We ſhall at leaft 
have a wiſe and juſt government, ſuffi- 
ciently powerful to protect our perſons 
and properties. Let us remain quiet, let 
us have patienee, perhaps ws end * all 
our calamities is at hand. 

Other nations may argue in like manner: 


Why ſhould we diſturb ourſelves” about 


this Revolution? It will have no more 
effect upon us than all thoſe to which it 


is ſimilar have had. "What is it to us 


whether or not the Government of France 


be more or leſs ſtable more or leſs atro- 


cious ? whether or not its commerce be 
deſtroyed, its manufactories ruined ?— 


Our wealth will inereaſe by the wreck of 


* theirs, and we ſhall have the greater rea · 


Aa 
cc 


* 


ſon to love. the Government 8 which 
we live. 


_Ioftead then of bende © or upholding 


ſuch errors, would it not be far more uſe- 
ful thoroughly to convince the French that 


their Revolution is not fimilar, either in its 


principles or eſſential qualities, to any f 


Ba thoſe 
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thoſe that have gone before it? that, far 
fromm being able to effect its own termina- 
tion, it has a tendency to perpetuate itſelf, 


under different forms, more or leſs diſaſ- 
trous, until thofe who feel its oppreſſion 
ſhall unite to put an end to it; or until the 


ſucceſſive murders, tranſportations, and rob- 
beries of every proprietor, ſtiffing all ſpirit 
of property, all ſentiment of patriotiſm, 


' ſhall reduce the land, uncultivated and un- 


peopled, to a mere haunt for hordes of rob- 
bers, and make it an eaſy prey to the _ 
Power that ſhall chooſe to ſeize upon it ? 
Would it not be more material, at thi 
fame time, to demonſtrate to all Kings, all 
Governments, all Proprietors in every coun- 


try, that the ſole and neceffary plan of the 


preſent deſpotiſm in France is to complete 


throughout Europe a general ſubverſion of 


the very foundations of ſocial order, of the 
principles of civilization, and to invade all 
property? that they are all conſequently 
ſtill more intereſted than France herſelf to 
put a ſtop, by every means yet remaining in 
their Fee * to this horrible enen 


4®'& aint tails to lay, nordo I think, TTY 
main many. 4 


| which 
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which ſtalks towards them with gigantic 8 
ſtrides; and which, ſooner or later, win 
bring down upon them thoſe calamities, of 
which it is now clear that we are but the 
earlieſt victims? for already have ſeveral na- 
tions ſhared our fate, and over every, other | 
does it evidently hang. 1 5 
I fay, ſuch is the ſole and neceſſary plate 
of the Directory, becauſe,” in fact, it is by 
| that alone they can command thoſe violent 
means, of which they are. continually in 
need, to preſerve their power, or even their 
exiſtence. They talk, and will continue to 
talk of peace, in all their proclamations, 
becauſe it is the cry. throughout France; 
but they neither do, nor can deſire, nor 
will they ever make a general, ſincere, and 
laſting one; for they cannot but be aware, 
that their Government, now deteſted by the 
whole nation, the plunderers only excepted, 
would never bear the teſt of that ſyſtem of 
juſtice, order, and moderation, which peace 
would compel them to eſtabliſh,” Even 
truces would be- fatal to them ; for thoſe 
that have taken place within the laſt two 
years have all been marked by internal com- 
motions, more or leſs alarming to them. 
Beſides, war and the revolutionary ſyſtem 


B 3 are 
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are. the only means of power left them, 
the only reſource. of finance they have re- 


maining ; and thoſe furniſh them with ar- 


mies | ſo numerous as to extend conqueſts. 
and: revolutions abroad, and ſecure fubjec- 
tion at home. They apparently authoriſg 
thoſe enormous contributions levied on the 


countries they conquer or throw into a ſtate | 


of Revolution, thoſe forced loans, thoſe exac- 


tions of every kind, by which they obtain : 


the immenſe ſupplies that they find neceſſary 
to ſatisfy the avidity of all their agents, ta 


pay for. crimes committed by the robbers i 1 
their ſervice, and to cover their Y thine | 
of the mie ART $93 2 | 

: Theſe are the invariable 3 iv hq 
not. be too . repeated, and which ſhould 


| 'be rung through almoſt all the - cabinets of 


Europe; ſor thoſe. of St, James's and Pe- 
terſburg are perhaps the only ones that have 


| been en , jg Phe are too im- 


130 #7 df 


f * . Gratitucds * 1 WY it as duty to 6 teſtify 
likewiſe, that England and Ruſſia are the only States of 


Europe Wand the French Emigrants have found an 
afylum, and honourable relief. Grone III. and 
Pa I. ſeem to have taken on themſelves alone the carte 
of diſcharging e of 9 88 1 to the noble viahns 

of its cauſe, tris: alt Df. £17 220858 
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portant pot to be unfolded FP: circumſtan- - 
tially... „ i 10 YRDQED: 1/3460 901012 bg An. 

Ie will always be yery-ealy.go find in very 
Revolution: ſome points. bearing. aroſern- 

blance ta other Revolutions, becauſe the 
tactics of the Revol utions of Empires haye 
ever been, and ver will be the, lame z. ac- 
| cording to their extent, the nature of their 

Government, the degree of their civiligar- 

tion, and other eircumſtances,, Tk ſame .ob- _ 
ſervations occur on the, cauſes of thoſe Reyo- 
lutions; 1t is always ſeen ep aha ey. are to be 5 
imputed ta the weakneſs of the. perſon. or 

perſons in whoſe hands, 1 is 

placed, except Whan te, FE, excited by a 

neighbouring, MRI, hf and ſupported by its 


armies. A Hawai 8 i vhs 
As the ie of the of the 


greater number ſubmitting to the ſmaller, | 

reſults from, che examination, of ey . Go- * 

vernment, it muſt thence neceſſaril low, ue 
that there exiſts 1 in all States a nat and i in- 
variable tendenc TRIM 2 revolution, and 
that it always breaks out when, the parties 
governing loſe. the, force requiſite to puniſh 
the refiſtance,, and to he, the inſurrection, 


of the parties vern g 
555 r che gr 


\ Theſe truths are ſo ee 


viii | iurae ver 10K, 


af: iti iow 10 bo dnn fx the hiſtory of all 77 
. revolutions, ancient or modern; but in none 
ſhall we find the eſſential qualities, qualities 
too little attended to, which diſtinguiſh the 
French Revolution from all others; and 
which, while they explain the cauſes of its 
[ horrible atrociouſneſs, and the phenomenon 
bolt its duration, elude the reach of human | 
conjecture as to the criſis of its termination, 
and the order of things by which it will 'be 
ſucceeded, previous to the unavoidable Fe 
eſtabliſhment of Monarchy, _ 7 
HFitherto all Revolutions were at an . 
F as ſoon as the removal, or uſurpation, of the 
ſupreme power was completely effected; and 
the deſtruction of the former Government 
- was immediately followed by the eftabliſh- 
ment of another, more or leſs deſpotic, but 
ſettled, vigorous, and abſolute. In France, 
on the contrary, we haye ſeen a Revolution, 
or rather a ſeries of Revolutions, take place, 
Without being followed by a ſtable and re. 
gular Government, although at every change 
the former ſupreme 1 was completely 
ſuperſeded. 15 that, A Ithoug h our unhappy - 
country has been oye 1 With ſo muc 4 
blood, and tainted with fo many crimes, it 
is not to a ſingle” Reyolution they are to be 


charged, 


charged,” but to five "ſucceſive ones : and 
who can ſuy to how many more it may be 
expoſed? how many remaining heads there 
are of this Revolutionary Hydra, Which 
preys upon it? who ſhall ſtrike off the 
laſt? Such are the characteriſties by Which 
no other Revolution is marked; but no one 
has yet pointed out or "inquired into the 
reaſon of this differente. 
Popular inſurrections, and an army, have 
hitherto been the uſual means, or chief in- 
ſtruments, of every Revolution; but thoſe in- 
furrections being of the moſt ignorant and 
unthinking claſs of the people were always 
fomented by a certain number of factious 
men, devoted to, and dependent upon, ſome 
ambitious chief, daring,” brave; of 'millitary 
talents, ſole and abſolute conductor of every 
ſtep of the'revolt; and maſter of all the means 
of the inſurrection. In the hands of "this 
chief, the ſoldiers, or: people armed, were 
but machines, which he ſet in motion or 
reſtrained according to his" pleaſure, -and of 
which he always made uſe to put an end to ; 
revolutionary” diſorders and erimes; as ſoon 
as the object of the Revolution was gained. 
80 Ceſar and Cromwell,” after they had 


NY the * * loſt no time in 
2 


ba” * =; TRODUCTION. 


ſecuring it to themſelves, by placing it 0 
dhe baſis of a wiſe and well-regulated go- 
vernment ; and they employed in quelling 
the troubles that had favoured their uſur- 
pation, thoſe very legions, that ſame army. 
wn der de ata 40 excite tbem. 
This was not the caſe in France: there. 
che: er ten, or rather the firſt of thoſe | 
it experienced, and of which the others | 
were the inevitable conſequence,. Was pot, 
whatever be ſuppoſed, the reſult of a con. 
Ipiracy, or preconcerted plan, eee 
the throne, or to place an uſurper upon it. 
It was unexpectedly engendered, if 1 may 
90 ſo expreſs myſelt, by a.commixture of an - 
neſs, ignorance, negligence, and. D 
errors in the Government. The States-Ge- 
neral, however imprudent, their OO 


uſeful ov agg; they e the Ly | 
of their power marked out by a hand ſuffi. 

Mendy e have kept them within that 

extent. It was, however, but too evident 
unt, eren before their opening, they were 
dreaded, and that conſequently they might 
kttempt whatever they pleaſed. From that 
time, under the name of Clubs, various aſ- 
ne. factions ſprang up; ſome 


more 
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which was to be: ſubſtituted ; and at that 5 
juncture alſo the projects of the Faction, 
whoſe views were to have the Duke of - 
Orleans appointed Happen Conn of the 
kingdom, began to appear. 


This Faction, or mare e this Con- 


ſpiracy, was indeed of the ſame nature as 


thoſe that had produced all former Revalu- 
tions, and might have been attended with 


the ſame conſequences, had the Duke of 


Orleans been poſſeſſed of that energy of 
| character, that bravery and daring ſpirit, 
The 


requiſite in the leader of à party. 


people had already declared in, his favour, 5 
and he might very 1 have corrupted. and 


brought over a great part of the army, had 


he been equal to the command of it: but, ag 3 


the very firſt occaſion of ;perſonal riſque, he 
diſcovered. ſuch cowardice and 


that he defeated his own conſpiracy, — 


gonvinced, all thoſe who had entered into it, 


that it was impoſſible to continue the Revo. $ 
lution, either in his fayour or in conjunce :- 


tion with HO. The n * 1 


xi 


more violent than, others, but all tending to 
the ſubverſion of the exiſting: Government, . 
without agreeing upon the form of that 


LIKE 


A 


xi INTRODUCTION. | 


had felt for him ended with the efforts of y 


thoſe who had excited it. 
© Mr. 'Necker, whom the. auktinute! had 


aſſociated with him in their homage, - ſtill 


preſerved for ſome time his adorers, and that 
little cabal which was for ever exalting him 


to the ſkies. But as he was inferior even to 
the Duke of Orleans in military talents and. 
diſpoſitions, he was as little calculated to be 
the leader of a Revolution, or of a great 
conſpi iracy : for which reaſon his 
then confined themſelves in their pamphlets 
and placards, with which the capital was 
over run, to inſinuating that the only. means 
of faving the ſtate, was to declare Mr. 
Necker DictaTor; or at leaſt to. confer 


panegyriſts 


upon him, under ſome title. more conſiſtent 


| with the Monarehy, the authority and powers 


attached to that republican office. In fact, 


if after his diſmiſſion, in the month of July | 
1789; he had dared to make this a condition 
of his retum to the Miniſtry, it is more than 
probable that the King would have been 
under the' neceſſity of agreeing to it, and 
perhaps of re-eſtabliſhing in his perſon che 

office of Mayor of the Palace, At that 
3 nora be TOW A have e thing: 
eight | 


— — 


\ * 
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eight days later, tis aufhe lde beg veal, -- 
every thing; and very ſdon after, he was 


reduced to ſneak out of the kingdom, in 
order to eſeczib the ts ef ds gentle 


 fempt and cenſure which he rer Ups 


on himſelf.” 


General La Raute wh then commanded 


the Pariſian National Guard, gathered the 


wrecks of all this popularity, and might 
have turned them to the greateſt advantage, 
if he had poſſeſſed that reſolute character, 


and heroic judgment,” of which Cardinal 
De Retz ſpeaks, and 
_ * tinguiſh What is truly honourable” and 

Bt uſeful from what is only extraordi- 

© nary, and what is re from 
„% what is 
talents, and ambition of Cromwell, he might 
have gone as great a length; with a leſs eri- 


minal ambition he might at leaſt have made | 


himſelf maſter of the Revolution, and have 
directed it at his pleaſure: in a word, he 


might have ſecured the triumph of whatever 

party he ſhould have declared himſelf the 
leader. But as unfit for ſupporting the cha- 

racter of Monk as that of Cromwell, he'ſoon - 

| betrayed the ſecret of his incapacity to all 

he world, aud was diſtinguiſhed in the - 


3 crowd 


and . which ſerves to diſ- 


impoſſible Wich the genius: 


7 , 
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his: —— ee? his: won hh 
white horſe, and famous ſaying upon in- 
ſurrection a faying, no doubt, ſug- 
geſted by the ambition. of outſtripping all 

the votaries of popular favour: yet he not- 

woithſtanding never diſcoveted, and perhaps 

| did not well know himſelf, what he Wants : 

ed with all this popularity. 

The Revolution, at Ke e 
Fatticn. that had begun it for the Duke of 
-— - _ Orleans" became ſenſible that he was too 
Fr. much” a coward: to be the leader of it, and 

| when La Fayette diſcovered” his inability! to - 
conduct it, was too far advanced to recede 
or to ſtop z' and it continued its progreſs, but 
in à line that no other Revolution had taken 
I mean, without a military chief, without 

the intervention of the army, and to gain 

; N gens 2h not kor any ambitous i N 
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DE Topproſſon oft @ ſon comble.  * InſurreQion is the moſt. 
o facred of dutles, when oppreſſion is at its height.” 55 

This Faying, fo miſ-timed in the reign'of Louis XVI. 
ſo dangerous at a moment when the ſpirit of inſurrectiom 
was rearing its head throughout the kingdom, would 
| 2 ſoon be conſecrated as a ſalutary principle, were it now 
1 4 to become the cry for WINE nation 3 a n 
3 e ee a . e 
1 pre! 1 ; Wes but | 


: 
— - 
- 
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> 


but for political and moral innovations; of, - 


the moſt dangerous nature the. moſt ſuited 


to miſlead the multitude, incapable of com- 


prehending them, and to let looſe all the 
paſſions . The mote. violent combined to 


deſtroy every things. and their e 


gave birth to Jacobiniſm, that terrible mon- 
ſer till then unknown, and till now not 


ſufficiently: unmaſked, |. This monſter took; | 
upon itſelf alone to catry on our Revolution: | 


it directed, it executed all the aperations. 


of it, all the exploſions, all the outrages: 
it every where appointed the moſt active 


leaders, and, /as inſtruments, employed the 
profligates of every country. Its power far 


ſurpaſſed that which has been attributed to the 
laquiſttien. and other fiery tribunals, by thoſe 
who have ſpoken of them with-the greateſt 
exaggeration. Its centre was at Patis a and 
its rays, formed by particular clubs in-every. 
town, in every little borough, - ere 


the whole ſurface of the kingdom. 


conſtant corteſpondence kept up Ree | 


thoſe clubs and chat of the capital, or, to uſe. 
7 53. «512 srl s 


* The "Rights of Maw, the Sovereignty of the Peo- 


ple, abſolute Equality, the annihilation, of all the prin- 


_ ciples of Religion and 8 of 12 nee! 
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their own expreſſion, des Sociatir rer 
W mere between the 
** affiliated popular Societies and the parent 
Society, was as ſecret and as ſpeedy as 
that of Free · Maſons. In a word, the Jaco- 
bin Clubs had prevailed in cauſing themſelves 
to be looked up to as the real national repre- 
ſentation. Under that pretence, they en- 
ſured all the authorities in the moſt impe- 
- rious manner; and whenever their denun. 
ciations, petitions, or addreſſes failed to pro- 
duce an immediate effect, they gained their 
point by having recourſe to inſurrection, 
aſſaſſination, and fire. While Jacobiniſm 
thus ſubjected all France to its controul, an 
immenſe number of emiſſaries propagated its 
doctrines among foreign Wen * pre- 
Lech conqueſts for iti. 
The National Aſſembly, the capital; in- 
deed we may fay all France, was divided 
into three very diſtinct parties. The moſt 
conſiderable in number, but unhappily the 
weakeſt through a deficiency of plan and 
reſolution, was the party purely Royal: it 
was adverſe to every kind of Revolution, and 
was ſolely deſirous of ſome improvements, 
with the reform of abuſes and pecuniary 
F N . moſt able, and moſt in- 
ö \ ar $24  triguing, : 


— 
. ng wo, — 
* £ 
* 


N — — = 
FP — 
— — — —_ — 
— _ - => — 
— 
2 


— — — 
TCD OD een eee et ee Re ERS — — 
a . _— ”- 


— — 
> 
» 


| 


— — 


e WInmy, ouAas 
d> 4 
1 * 
N * 


N 
j 
N 
N 


—ͤ—ä—3 ̃—— — — — , ̃ —ͤ»Äñ Q eaten 
” 
a — 


- A = — — * 
＋ —— - * - "nw. * = = — * j 
—— 


DD EN ¶ m ꝗ¶ 1... ⁵— ü — . 
4 — — " _— —— > — — rn — 
- 
- 


* 


* 
* 


r 


* 
£3 
9 
as 


c_ — 
r 
” 


wertesverton, iI 


+ 


tri bang dee the Conſtitutional party, or 


a new monarchical conſtitution, but mo- 
dified after the manner of the Engliſh; or 
even the American, by a houſe of repreſen- 
tatives. The third party was the moſt dan) 
gerous of all, by its daring ſpirit, by its 
power, and by the number of /proſelytes it 
daily acquired in all. quarters of the kings 
dom: it compriſed tho Democrats of every 
deſcription, from the Jacobin Clubs, call- 
ing themſelves Friends-of the Conſtitution; 
to the anarchs and robber. l 1010 1 , 
The Democratie party, which at firſt was 
only auxiliary to the Conſtitutional one; in 
the end annihilated it, and became itſelf 
ſub-· divided into ſeveral other parties, Whoſe 
fatal ſtruggles produced the ſubſequent Re- 
volutions, and may ſtill produce many 
more. But in principle; the Conſtitution- 
2 and the Democrats formed two | diſs 
tinct, © though confederate, factions : both 
were deſirous of a Revolution, and em- 
ployed all the uſual means of accompliſhing 
it, except troops, which could be of no uſe 
to them, for neither of them hdd a leader 
to put at the head of the army. But as it 
was equally of * to both, that, the 
Vol. I, | King | 


— was deſſtous of giving Privbvcs | 
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King: dd be ie As ee of, 
making uſe of it againſt them, they labour- 
ed in concert to diſorganize it. and the 
oomplete ſucceſs of that maneuvre was but 
too fully proved by the fatal ſue -of the 
departure of the Royal Family for Mant- 
medi. The Revolution then took a more 
daring and rapid ſtride, which! was con- 
eluded by the pretended Conſtitution 44 
of 1701 The incoherenem of its princi - 
ples and the defects of its inſtitutions pre» 
ſent a faithful picture of the difunion of its 
autben, and of the oppoſite intereſta by 
nch they were fwayed. It us, pro- 
perly ſpeaking; a compact between the fac- 
tion of the Cbnſtitutionaliſis and that of 
Wenns fr nr which they en 
ul ceſſions d facticrs. it fn 

Be renn it may, this abſurd Caalitu- 
tion, the everlaſting ſource of remorſe or 
ſorrow ) to all who bore part in it, might 
_ have been got over. without a; ſhock, and 
led back to the old principles of Monar · 
a Government, if the Aſſerubly who 
witneſſed the execution of it; if, in im- 
_ poſing on the King the obligation to main- 
tiain it, they had: nn * of the 

„ * power 


_— 
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TY 
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_ the King of popularity, and allowing the 
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power andthe means; and abqye all, if the 1 


certain conſequence. af the mew, mode. of 
proceeding at the elections had not been to 
ſecure, in the ſecond Aſſembly, a conſidera- 
ble majority of the Democratic againſt toy 
Eonſtitutional party. n Wobigten dan zen 

The ſecond Aſſembly was allo divided by 
three factions, the - weakeſt of Which was 
the one that wiſhed ta maintain the Conſtitu- 


tion. The other two were for a. ney Re- 


volution and à Republic j but they differed 
in this, that the former, compoſed of the 
Briſſotins and Girondiſts, was for efſecting 
it gradually by beginning with diveſting 


public mind time ta wean itſelf from its 
natural attachment to monarchy; and the 
latter, which was the leaſt numerous, was 


enger to bave the Republic eſtabliſhed. as 


ſoon as poſſible; Theſe two factions, hav- 
ing the ſame object in view, though taking 
different roads, were neceſſarily auxiliaries 
to each other z and the pamphlets, excita- 
tions to commotion, and revolutionary 
meaſures of both, equally tended. to over- 
throw the Conſtitution of 1791. 

Thoſe different factions, adlmeſt entirgly 


compoſed of - advocates, ſolicitors, apoſtate 


G2 | prieſts, 


Was neceſſary; to which it was known thit 


' tempt ns attended with all the ſucceſs they 


i wrnopberlow. 


priefts, dodbrs; and a few literary mer, 
having no military chief capable of taking 


the command of the atmy, dreaded the 


trocps, who had fworn allegiance to the 

Conſtitution; and "obedience to the King, 
and who moreover might'be influenced' by 
their officers, among hom there ſtill re- 
mained ſome Royaliſts.” The ſureſt way 


ts get rid of ul uneaſtneſs on this” fubject, 


was to employ the army in defending the 
frontiers. For this- purpoſe à foreign war 


the King and his Council were equally 
averſe. ' No more was waiting to deter- 
mine the attack which was directed, almoſt 
at the ſame time, àgainſt all the miniſters; 
in order to eempel them to retire, and 
put the King under the neceſſity of appoint. 
ing others more "diſpoſed to ſecond the 
views of the parties. "' Unkappily this at. 


had promiſed themſelves,” and one of tlie 
firſt acts of the new miniſtry was to deelare 
war againſt the Emperor. At the ſame 
time, the *emigration"that | had been pro- 
voked, and which was almoſt every where 
applauded even by the loweſt claſs of peo- 
ow” MY hade of the flower of the 
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Royal paxty, and left the King. deprived of 
his beſt defenders, expoſed to the ſuſpiy, 
cions and inſults, that ſpran from i innume- - 
rable calumnies, . for which the diſtaſters 
at the beginning of the war ar furniſhed but. 
too oO opportunities. i oy 
In this manner was pre —_ and accele- 


Won the new Revolution, which was accom- 


pliſhed on the 10th of Auguſt, 1792, by 


the depoſition and impriſonment of the 


King, and by the moſt flagrant, violation of 
the Conſtitution of 1791. The, latter, how- 
ever, was not entirely abandoned on that 
day; for the project of the Girondiſts, who. 
had laid the plot of that borriblę conſpi- 
racy, was then only to declare the 
depoſition, in * to ; plac Fe Prince 


Royal upon "the. Throne, under. + be guid- 


ance of a Regency. hk E of their own 


creatures; but, und were. hurried away much 


farther; than, tl hey meant | to go, by che vio- 
lence with which the, moſt; furious of the 
Jacobjns,. who 2 he lead in the inſur- 


rection, conducted a I thejr F Tb he 


Prince Royal, inſtead. of being cro 5 


Wags hut Up in th the, Temple; and i Le 
at that moment was. not ee 


110 
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HU lor the Comſtitution, than 4 Je we 
the” Legiſlative Body was iu of raifing the 
army agaltift it, and alfo the majority of the - 
fatioh, who would naturally be tigry to feb 
A Conſtitution Which roo to be rendered 
ſecure and ſtable by ſe mut baths, thus 
peci er ere without their har. 
e Wah ME eite rh * 
opiniob Was adopted, that a National Con- 
PVenition mould be cotivbke, to determisie 
the fate Uf Royalty. prompt im feizing al. 
uh cheans Mike” might ente we fuccefs f 
1 ſecbnd Reyolütibn, the the 'Aenibly; un. 
| ce "of giving every *poffible lati- 
. us he freedoti of HGections, decfecdl, 
de All Its mefnbeis ſnould be e Ir 
8 date Ce ee ee 
'From "that moment the Olten dully 
" ft ground, and the moſt flaming miettibers 
g of i Demi kite party, ſupp Sia by the 
Club of Jatobins, by ts commun of 
Paris, and by the Tributies, ING : 
las rs of ö every de debate. "Ir ys ef the ut- 
mot zmpottance, ' them to Tale the *chſu- 
| 5 8 adden, And'this as ſecured to tem 
; 4 Fs hy le SSt t 40 fon Whic * 7 "th | 
5 e of the 2d of Lebende "Ra 
| through- 


N DS; 1 
— 
terror 
Se — 
. rope x 8 | 
— and the bre 3 
the 5 and from E en 18 
m 
frantie c ey rr — 
Dd... | * 

ol the viſlative” Budy. Acco tor ofen 
—̃ (— 
Würm cheir tirſt ſitting,” were: n > 
hour of for the Ane upon the 
0 dee e Pry n uh 2581 
motion um Wong. a ſhewed - 
— NN „gad 
= — — * 

what ers which compoſe TAY of whom f 
I Ba; e, Danton, M 11 That of 
Kobe eee ee 
e e eee ith the hor- 
and was 7 es. Flutted aw le firous of | 
Tors Sager, — 
Win Mb 04 


Iv INTRODUCTION. 
to introduce into the Aſſembly i 


is moderation that were neceſſary to give the 


new / Republic a wiſe and ſolid organization. 
But the ſuperiority of their knowledge, ta- 


-lents, and eloquence, which their opponents 
could not diſpute, had no power over ti- 
gers thirſting for blood, Who. neither at- 
tended to nor ſuffered motions but of the + 
blackeſt tendency. * 2 No doubt they had by | 
_ occaſion for atrocities upon atrocities: to 
prepare the terror-ſtruck! Nation to allow 
them to commit, in its name, the moſt ex- 7 
ecrable of all, the murder af the unfortu- 
nate Lovis XVI: and that martyrdom was 
neceſſary to bring about a third Revolution, 
already bre wing in the brain of Robeſpierre. 
Fear had greatly contributed to then twHo 
former: but this was effectod by terror 
alone, without Popular tumults, or the in- 
tervention of the armies; Which, n]. 
drawn by their conqueſts; deyond the fron- 
tiers, never heard any thing of the Revolu- 
tions at home, till' they were accompliſhed, 
and always obeyed: the prevailing enn 
by whom they were paid. & ne 
By. the degree of ferocity Saved a | 
the members of the Convention in paſling 
E and in the debates 
0p?” þ _ Felatiye 
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relative to the Conſtitution of 179g," Re- 
beſpierre was enabled to mark which of the 
deputies were likely to ſecond his views, ane | 
which of them it was his part to- ſacrifice. | ö 
The people could not but with tranſport Wh 
receive a Conſtitution which ſeemed:to rea- 
lize. the chimera of its Sovereignty, but 
which would only, have given a kind af 
conſtruction ta Anarchy, if the execution 
of this new: code had not been ſuſpended 
under r the pretext; belonging in common to 
all acts of deſpotiſm and tyranny, of the 
ſupreme law: f tie ſafety of the State. 
This ſuſpenſion - was effected, by eſtabliſh- 
ing the Proviſionary Government, which, 
under the title of Revolutionary Govern- 
ment, concentrated all: the. powers: in the 
National: Canveritton! until there was. an end 
to the War and all inteſtine troubles. YI 
Although the Faction, at the head of 
. which Robeſpierre was, had a decided 
majority in the Aſſembly, and might conſe- 
quently have conſidered themſelves as really 
and excluſively exerciſing the Sovereign 
Power, he was a demagogue of too deſpotic 
a nature to ſtomach even the appearance of 
ſharing the empire with ſo many Co-So- 
vereigns, Ne greatly reduced — 5 
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vuhich he got eee en 


nell :thouwghaqualiy-wicked; ſuch as Chu. 
den, Sr. , Burrere, and others like 
item This Committee, >who had the aſ- 


_veratd France with ſcaffolds, "WR ee 
ans of victims of every ratik, age, and 


of men2evuldibe free from cat ſtupefying 


* 


ii 1 ROD VCTION. 


bor, by Wufing all the e e 5 
The National Aſſembly by the decrees that 


| had eſtabliſhed the Revolutionary Govern. 


ment; to be transfetred/to a Committee, to 


ne was ſure of che fole' rule, by obtaining 


dunmce' to ſtyle themſebhes Tur Com. 


rr o FU SANT, very ſoon 


ſeized upon both the Legiſlative and Exe- 
eutive Powers, ant exerciſed them ; with 
8 -moſt ſanguinary tyranny ever yet heard 

of. Ihe Miniſters were merely their clerks; 
nd theeſubjugated Aſſembly, without mur - 
mur dr objection, paſſed all thæ Revolution - 
ary lawes which were propoſed, or rather 


tdictaret, by them. One of their moſt horri- 


ble and deeiſtve conceptiong was that of 
hoſe Revolutionary Tribunals which o- 


ſex, were daily ſacriſieell ; "that, no cas 


nd general terror Which-Rode/pityre' found 


- «<0 — to W to eſtabliſh 


12 1 and 


ride tGb- NN 
and aki Ut" power — He Aon 
himfelf dtagged Tore rhetnbers of his on 
party, Tuch as Duuten, Camille Yes" Moi 
lins, and others” Whoſe” energy and popukk- 
rity had offended bim, before one of "thoſe = 
Tribunals, where be had them condemned 5 
to death. By che fame meatis rid of 
the CHE Nader amohg the Briſforitis and 
Gitondiſts; while theo — 
Republican party wh6 were still wembem 
of the Affen, except theſe ho bad 
time and addreſs to efcape to be fent to 
prifon, in order to de th enced And ex- 
ecuted on the firſt gecaflon. e en 


un this "manner" erided the Ge Rr. Fo: 


tion, in Which the People, frozen with ter- 
ror, did got dare to tike a patt. Inſtead of 
an army 'of foldlers, Nobeſpierre employed 
an drmy of execiitiohets and aſſaſfins, ſet up 
as Revolutionary Judges; und the guiffotine, 
ſtriking or menacing” all heads infdiferitii. - 
nately, Macke France, froth one end to the 
other, fübmit to hi, by the'meatis of terror 
or of death. "Thus "was this tation, formerly 
fo prout'even'to idolatry of its Kings, ſeen 
to expiate, b by rivers of 'Bloed; the crime of | 
having faffered his to be ſpilt who was the . 
moſt virtuous of All their Monarchs. | 
1 | "Me." 
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In the room of that famous Baſtille, 
whoſe; celebrated capture and demolition” 
had ſet only ſeven Priſoners. at üben y, two 
of whom had. been long in a ſtate of lunagy, - 

the colleges, the ſeminaries, and all the reli- 
gious houſes of the kingdom were converted 


| into ſo many State priſons,, into which were 


inceſſantiy crowded, from time to time, the 
Victims devoted to feed the ever-working | 
guillotines, which were never ſuffered to 
Rand ſtill for a day, becauſe they were at 
once the chief reſource of ſupplies, for 5 | 
Government, and the inſtrument ol its fe» 
rocity. The guillotine coins money for 


the ee . faid in the 2 


0 nie Wi 


ceived; ſentence of death, for. no, other rea- 


= fon. than that of ging the confiſcation of 


their, property. a ſhow of judicial form... 5 
Still Wend flowed too Tas to . 


OOH TI 5 ee — 


F O18 v7 Fox „ of Ei rut nyt gel | 
® Bprreres | 200691" och 
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bse ro. lt 
aal an afiſtocracy of © Wets" lr Wa 
ledge,” but of the virtues,” none of which 1 
would his truſty orators and journaliſts ad- 
mit, ſave that horrid Patriotiſim which was 
eſtimated according to the enormity of the 
crimes committed in favour of the Revolu- 
tion. "His" plan was to reduce the French 
people to a mere plantation of ſlaves, too 
| ignorant, tos ſtupid, or tos puſillanimous, 
to cohceive the idea of breaking the chains r 
with which he would have loaded them in 
the name of Liberty; and he might have 
ſucceeded in it, had not his ambition, as as 
impatient as it was jealous, too ſoon unveil- 
ed the intention of reſorting to the guillo- 
tine to ſtrike off the ſhackles with which an 
: Aſſembly of Repreſentatives of the tow 
fettered,/ or might fetter, his power. He 
was about to give this deciſive blow, which 
he had concerted with the Commune of 
Paris, the Revolutionary Tribunal, the 
Club of Jacobins, and the principal Officers 
of the National Guard, when the Members of 
the Convention who were marked out to be 
the firſt ſacrificed; anticipated him at à mo- 
ment when he leaſt expected it by attacking 
himfelf in the Aſſembly, with energy ſuffi. 
eient to rouſe all the ſections of the cap. 


8 r * 
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tal againſt him and againſt. che Jacobing. 
The parties came to blow, and victory xc · 
mained uncertain. for ſeveral hours, but at 
length declared againſt Robgſpierre : in the 
ſpace of à day that execrable monſter was 
| | dragged from the higheſt pitch of powet 
; ever attained. by any tyrant, to the very | 
l — ' - _ ſcaffold; that was ſtill recking with the blog 
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l © of his laſt victims. His principalaccomplices 
BW in che Committee of Public, Safety, in the 


ow. Commune, in the National Guard; in the 
3 Revolutionary Tribunal, and many of his 
|  - agents; n+ the Provinces, met the ſame fats. 
Ie Revolutionary Tribunals were ſuppreſ- 
5 ſed, and the priſons thrown, pune to 10 37 
whom they had caſt into them. 17 0% %% 
This ſourth Reyolution, in Which br 
Faction then eſteemed the moderate party 
overthrew, the Terroriſts and; ſeized the 
ſupreme power, was no leſs, complete than 
- thoſe which had preceded it, and produogd 
the Conſtitution of 1795: All France re- 
veived as a great bleſſing a Conſtitution that 
vernment, and its infernal policy. Beſides, 
of coming nearer than the two preceding 
ones, to the principles of W 
£94 | 8 an 


Os bY þ. 

for five . 15 
many difaſtess and ſo man crimes. The 

| Royaliſts, conſidering K-as-A, Rep, tawards. 
Monarchy ,.. were), unfortunately: ſo impru- 
dent as to triumph in it and their joy, as 
premature as indiſereet, alarmed the Aſſem 

by to ſuch 2 degree. that they paſſed a hw, | 
ordaining[that two<hixds.of their members 
ſhould be elected by the Primary; Aſſem- 
blies, or appointed by themſelves, to forum = 
two-thirds: of the Legillative, Body which, 
was to ſuccsed the Convention.] Although. 
this deeree, for Which thei fupreme, lau 
of the, ſafety ei the. State was alſo mage a 
pretext, was mManifeſtly inconſiſtent with 
the new. Conſtiiution, it was annexed to it, 
and directed to dhe Primary Aſſemblies ta 
be accepted with it in the ſame raſolution-. 
Notwithſtanding this precaution, and, all 
the means taken by the. Convention to en- 
fare its ſueceſs. this dectee Was rejected by 
conderghle Wertes neee 6 
mol of 3 = the. neighbour- 
ing departments. There were ſome. that ren 
mne come to any reſolution xeſpęcting 
* As: * 0 | 

| er 
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. ſerved to themſelves the general examination 
of the ſerutinies, they did not heſitate to 
declare, that the Decree had obtained the 
majority of ſuffrages, though the contrary | 
was evidently demonſtrated- by a \compari< 
fon of the whole number of the citizens 
who had attended the Primary Afſemblies# 
with the number of thoſe ſaid by the A. 
ſembly to have voted in favour of it. In 
vain were the daily papers filled with the 
ſtrongeſt remonſtrances againſt this act of 
deſpotiſm. A moſt violent agitation ap- 
peared in the capital, and two or three ſee- 
tions even reſolved to oppoſe the execution 
of the decree by force; but ill armed 
without a plan, and without à military 
leader, on the firſt attempt they made, the 
Aſſembly ordered ſome detachments of the 
troops of the line, on whom they could de- 
pend, to march againſt them and they were 
cut to pieces in a dreadful manner. 
It was under theſe ſanguinary auſpices 
chat the two Councils, forming the fourtb 
National Aſſembly, were opened. The 
freſh members, many of whom were dann. 
well-meaning men, finding themſelves in 
too inconſiderable a minority to — a 
party, had * ne content them 
| ſ tele 


* 
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ſelves with ſupporting the- moſt moderate 
opinions, and with + following the. public 
Wan to 155455: 

In the year following, the bias of the 
— mind. perhaps too haſtily-turned to- 
wards Royalty, ſhowed itſelf in the elec- 
tions of the members for the new Third, 
ſo cleatly as to alarm the Regicides who 
compoſed the Directory. and; the Conyen- 
tionaliſts; who ſtill made a third of the Le- 
giflative Body nor tid they loſe a mamemt 
in deviſing means for their defence. That 
which appeared the ſureſt to them wg, 1 
publiſh notices of plots among the. Royaliſts. 
and annet one or more denuneiations, in 
terms ſo vague as to leave. toom for imp 
cating, when-.neteflary; all their .adverſa- 
ries ; while by the belp of this impoſture 
they procured ſome ſecret information, art- 
fully fabricated, and ever eaſily obtained 
through threats or rewards by thoſe; who 
have at command the guillotine and the 
| public treaſure. 64 et 2: ee t rently 

This maſked battary', was ready, 10 he 
opened before the members of the 1 ; 
Third took their ſeats... Theſe. at firſt con- 
fined: themſelyes to the; ſecuring of a con- 
ſtant N twWã W Gepe, in fa» _ 
Vor. I, D your 
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little time every fitting was marked by the 
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dt f. Wr power, and dreading Mil} 


 htive Aﬀembly : but no ſooner did the troops 


hoſtile intentions of the Directory. 
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vour of the modetate opinions; but in @ 


repeal of ſome Revolutionary law, or by 
fome decree tending to reſtrain the Execu- 


ce, e Ae nee ee 


the Conſtitution. 7 ERIN 2 2:34 517 
he Directory, alarmed at the abridge- 


more ſerious attacks upon, came to à re- 
ſolution of no longer p the blow! 
they had been meditating againſt dhe Legi 


which they purpoſed to employ in the buſi· 
nefs paſs the Ine fixed by the'Conſtitution; | 
than their approach wis publiſhed" in ſeve- 
rat journals, and created a ſuſpicion of => | 


Council of Five' Hundred ſent them a _ 
fage on'this' occaſion, The anſwer returned 

by the Directory was: unmeaning, and more 
calculated to confirm than diſpel the ſuſpi- 
cion. Another meſſage, in a loftier ſtyle 
than the former, was ſent to demand a more 
explicit reply; and, at the fame time, the 
Council of Five Hundred charged one 6f 


nes Committees to procure every inſormation 


to 


neceſſary to enable the Legiſlative Body” 


diſcover and puniſn the real culprits; 


* 
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The violent cenſures which now broke 
out on all ſides againſt the Directory com- 
pelled them to withdraw their troops; and 
if at that moment the Council of Five 

Hundred, inſtead of waſting time in long 
ſpeeches and vain threats, had boldly taken 
advantage of the immenſe power they might 
have derived from the wiſhes and: fayour 
of the People, the Ditectory, already weak- 
ened by diviſions among themſelves, would 
have been ruined. But the want of union, 
of a plan, and. of energy in the majority 
of the Legiſlative Body: the imprudent ſee 
curity of ſame, the ſeruples or deſertions of 
others, and the want of in all, en- 
ſured the Directory ſucceſs in whatever they 
choſe to attempt ; and they determined upon 
an enterpriſe of the moſt vigorous nature, 
which was completely executed in a mo- 
ment without the eee 8 

In the morning between the 4th and t 
of September, the pretended diſcovery of 2 
plot among the Royaliſts was announced, at 
one o'clock in the morning, by the firing 
of cannon: at the ſame inſtant Barthe- 
lemi, a member of the Directory, was ar- 
reſted j Carnot, his colleague, diſappeared ; 
and the Palace of the Tuileries was ſur- 
D . rounded 
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toiitnded with trösps, Which We Anithed- 
ately 8 d bf e G erer Zillattoe 
Ay "IR Were tetrified, of had b eti pre 


18 f dle Pied. "The Atiſpectbrs ABpofNe. 
bY the'NWembly" who were — in theit 
 Coniniittee) Gele taken up ald Grried' to the 


wilons Air kh Tetipde ha vere the more | 
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of moſt of "rhe Papi” Jbufpalg 7 For it 
tier on 


& viinbiga ohh. o 


o boner Wig" ie! Ctrageotis enterpriſe 
temen unde? "the prgtenlee f faving the 
Republic" Gent au ehe Very Ves pf ie 
© plithed3 can be“ Br. 
Tt Laff fOHA by ti 
CHU” now oni. 
ing 9——— oft cities SPM tha bh of the 
Conventich, "ho 5 — Le- 
giflative Body. Tfie dtv) CH fs; this 
rwe and” eee ce pee unedlen | 
by order of the” Dire&ory, not "where they 
uſuatly fat, ur the dhe tk Theatre, and tht 
qther at a Hall appf ertaining to the Schdel 
and ebmpleted "1 their diſgrack, 
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had been Jai uad their colleagues 

but by becoming / themſelves thie aetomplices 
or rather the paſſive inſtruments of it; for it 
was alſo by the order of the Directory, ' and 
fimply on their denunciation, without any 
inquiry whatſoever, that they cotidemned all 
the perſons arreſted, or ordered into cuſtody, 
to be tranſported to ſome place which ſhould 


| bofixed upon by the Executive Power.” This 
egregious ſentence was ſoon followed bya de- 


eres annulling the elections of à great many 
members of the neo Third, who, though 
not included in the firſt · liſt of proſeription, 
had evitieed/ ſome principles of order, juſ- 
tice, or liberty, incompatible with the arbi- 
trary and tyrannie Government which the 
e e deten geg ruins of 


the Conſlitutiom of 2790 /%/ꝗꝗ 


This fifth Revolution, as. ace the 
preceding * ones, . differed from them eſſen- 
tially in the facility and promptneſs-with : 
which it was effected, although the Party 
which prevailed, that is to ſayj the majo- 
rity of the Directory and the minority of 
the Legiſlative Body, had to combat not on-. 
ly againſt the Conſtitution, but againſt the 
opinion and even againiſt the indignation of 
_ Public. That moral force) on which = 
. the 
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the majority of the two Councils had un- 
heckily' placed all their reliance, vaniſhed-in 
an inſtant before the phyſical force-of a de- 
tachment of troops conſiſting of ſix br- ſe- 
ven hundred men; ſo true is it, that the 
power of the public opinion; ridiculouſly 
exaggerated in theſe days, is and can be no 
more, under a firm and well · ordered Go. 
veynment, than a mere fancy. Men accuſ- 
tom themſelves too eaſily to take for public 
opinion the private opinions made public by 
certain writers, whoſe caution» or audaciouſ- 
neſs depends always upon the energy or 
feebleneſs of the Supreme Authority.“ It is 
the fame thing with popular commotions: 
they are eaſily excited under a weak Go» 
vernment, which does not poſſeſs the wiſdom 
to prevent or the ſpirit to ſuppreſs them but 
a vigorous, - juſt, and ſtrit-Government has 
nothing to fear from them. The Directory, 
compelled to withdraw the larger body of 
troops, which they had thought neceſſary to 
enſure the Revolution they were meditating; 
diſcovered, no doubt, great ability in ſecur · 
ing the two Councils, by appearing to dreatl 
them: but it was chiefly to the energy of 
their meaſures, and to the concentration 
. ipromptnets 1 they were exe» 
cuted, 


/ 
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cuted, that they owed. their ;{ucceſs.. TwWo 


public under the title of Triumvirate ; and, 


tally unable to withſtand every aſſault made 
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days before, the Legiſlative Body might, 


' without obſtruction, have impeached, ar- 


reſted, and even outlawed, the majority of 
the Directory, who were execrated by the 


if requiſite, they would have been ſupport- 
ed by more than go, ooo armed citizens, who, 
with Pickegru and Villot at their head, 
would ſoon have diſperſed, and perhaps 
brought over, the feeble detachments. of 
troops of the line which the Directory 


Body, relying too much upon its popularity, 
did not ſufficiently conſider, that the People, 
whoſe impetuoſity is commonly deciſive 


when allowed to take advantage in attack, 


are always feeble on the defenſive, and to- 


previous to an inſurrection, for it is always 
eaſy to prevent their aſſembling, It Was on 
this principle that the Directory founded their 
operations, and the gth of September too 
well proves how juſtly. That day reduced 
ſubjugation, to a mere diſguſting caricature 
of National Repreſentation ; it inveſted the 
Directory with the moſt arbitrary and tyran- 
+.-. =e nic 
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nie power, and "reſtored 'the' ſyſtem of R- 
pos pig under a form leſs bloody, but not 
leſs pernicious ; for the Revolutionary Tri- 
bunals whieh that monſter had eſtabliſhed, 
were ſcaroely more expeditious than the pre- 
ſent military ones. The power of arbitrary 
and unlimited tranſportation is, in time, 
as deſtructive as the guillotine, without poſj- 
ſeſſing, like that, the advantage of exciting 
a ſalutary horror, which, by recovering the 
people from the ſtate of ſtupor and apathy, 
the coriſtant effects of terror, gives them 
both recollection and force to break their 
chains. Though, in violating the moſt ef. 
ſential regulations of the Conſtitution; the 
Directory obtained a temporary confirma. 
tion of their power, their example Has 

; e out to thoſe who wiſh to put an 
end to it the path they muſt purſue, as has 
the example of the two Councils, that which 
they muſt avoid. The Factions adverſe to 
the prevailing one, are cruſhed and intimi- 
dated, but not deſtroyedz and the annual 
change of a third of the Legiſlative 7 
and of a member of ihe Directory, will | 
produce -new. parties or: invigorate the. old. 
Thus the. cataſtrophe of the ʒth of Septem- 
per, far . 8 eee the Re- 
i * public, 


dsc wi. 


publie, or rather the deſpotie 
that reigns in France, may be vonſidered us 
one ſtep more towards Monarchy. In fact: 
the country draws nearer to it i proportion 
as the public power becomes more concen- 
Ree and it is at preſetit more coricentrated 
than ever it was. It is now no longer to be | 
wreſted from the Popular Societies, from | 
the Departments, from the Municipalities, 2 
or even from the Legiſlative Body; it is alto. 
gether in the hands of the Directory; and 
from them it will be torn by the ſans 
means which” ber rage to ſeize up- 
on it. N51 r ei lngo1 
Such is the Revolution; more or leſs ad- 
vanced, but inevitable, which is ſtill to be 
expected ; and it will but prepare the way 
for others, if it end not in the re- eſtabliſh - 
ment of Monarchy. The honour of ſtrik- 
ing off the laſt head of the Revolution 
Hydra is reſerved for that Party, for that 
Hero, whoever: he be, who ſhall. have the 
ſpirit to diſplay the white ee and ery 
ne LE "NET "my note VE, zit v0 
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Y Let the Paws. of Europe, who for "IA, "years 
have been draining their countries of men and money, 

and 
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- The different Periods I have brought-into 
view in this Introduction comprehend. an 
interval of about nine years. They were all 
marked with a croud of events as extraor- 
dinary as fatal. But as my teſtimony can 
be of weight merely i in ſuch as have paſſed x 
under my on eyes, I ſhall only give a hife 
tory. of thoſe that I have really ſeen, from 
the beginning of the Revolution till the 
time I left France, or of thoſe concerning 


and ſtill have no proſpect of a termination to this dread- 
ful ſtruggle, row adopt the only—yes, the only plan 
from which a ſpeedy and advantageous ifſug can be 
hoped. Let them defer claims and pretenſions, even of 
the moſt Jegal nature, till times of juſtice and of peace, 
Let them form a new coalition, open and ſincere, not 
againſt France, not to impoſe any mode of Govern» 
ment upon it, but againſt its tyrants, and to deliver it 
from oppreflion. Let them ſhow theſe pure intentions, 
not by manifeſtoes, the ſincerity of which is always 
open io doubt, but by actions ſo poſitive us to deſtroy 
every fuſpicion. In a word, let them all agree ſo- 
lemnly to acknowledge Louis XVIII. King of France 
and Navarre; let them all proclaim themſelves his 
allies; let their armies be declared the auxiliaries of hisg 
let his Majeſty advance at their head towards the fron- 
tiers of his kingdom, calling upon all his ſubjeRs, as 
well thoſe reſtored to him by repentance as thoſe pre : 
| ſerved to him by loyalty, to join Kip, and the reign of 
 Jrcodiniſe v will be at an end. 

which 
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which I have had it in my power to pro- 
cure the moſt poſitive proofs and docu- 
ments. I neither am nor mean to be the 


hiſtorian of that band of aſſaſſins who have 


entitled themſelves the French Republic. I 


ſhould be happy could I merit, by talents as 
much as by zeal, the honour of. being the 


| hiſtorian of my King, and at his death 1 


n lay down my pen. 
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Aſſembly of Notables —Fermentation pro- 
duced by it—Mr. Necker — Memorial from 
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TIE _ ants after an dktifince 


of more than thirteen centuries attended with 
a variety of viciſſitudes, had at length: arrived 
at the limits which nature ſeemed to Have 


i ee ce Tort $17" N 

8 The diſturbances, ax ect 
this period haye been related. i in th 

of 1 Private Memoirs P ns " .. 
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{2 preferibed to it, and beyond which its extent 

became unwietdy; In this long courſe of time 

France had never been conquered, and inteſ- 

tine diſſenſions had been leſs frequent there 

than in the other States of Europe, Under the 
reign of  Lotis XIV. I attained the higheſt 

degree of glory and proſperity, became in a 

manner the country of great men of every 

kind, and was conſidered as the firſt of Na- 
tions. The ſupreme power was conſolidated | 
as well by the wiſdom as by the firmneſs 
with which it was exerciſed. 

At the death of Louis XIV. France, ſtill 
governed by His ſhade, preſented à grand 
phenomenon. The ſptings of Adminiſtra- 
tion preſerved, during a long minority. by 
the force of habit alone, the regular and 
vigorous action which bad been impreſſed 
upon them; and while che fortunes of  irtdi! 

_ viduals were ſhaken, and thouſands. of pri- 
vate families ruined, by Law's ſcheme,” the 
public ſecutity received no injury whatever; 

fo. deeply rooted was img RO for _ 

King's: authority). 4 2 0 v1 | 
„During the. Adexioidraton of «Cardinal 

Heu the Royal power experienced no di- 

Minution, © ' becaufe” ft Was employed with 

| "rpms? The peace of 1748 introduced 3 
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a new order of things, In 1750, the King, 
wiſhing to eſtabliſh public eredit by a ſink- 
ing fund, laid a tax of a twentieth part on 
and the Provincial States remonſtrated againſt 
this tax, as infringing upon their privileges, 
and, unfortunately for the State, their remon- 
ſtrances prevailed. The Clergy were ex- 
empted from the tax, and permitted to make 
a voluntary gift in its ſtead, The Provin- 
cial States were allowed to enter into ſub- 
ſcriptions. By this precedent it was ſeen 

that it Was poſſible to oppoſe the King's will 
ſucceſsfully, even when it was juſt. 
The Government was farther injured by 
the inſufficiency and verſatility of its de- 
ciſions upon the religious queſtions which 
aroſe between the Clergy and the Parlia- 
ments. The Royal authority loſt alſo much 
of its weight by the great influence which 
intereſt and intrigue had in the appointment 
of perſons to the chief employments,... Men 
who were neither formed by habit nor taſte to 
diligence, or who had no experience in Ad- 
miniſtration, no knowledge of buſineſs, were 
placed in the offices of the Colberts, Lou- 

vois, d Argen ſons, and Maghauits. An 


augmentation of the expences of the State, 
and 
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and a neceſſity for having recourſe to new 
taxes to meet them, were the conſequence. 


Thence thoſe frequent diſputes with the 
Parliaments, and thoſe continual remon- 
ſtrances the boldneſs of which kept pace 


with the weakneſs of the Miniſtry.” Beds of 


Juſtice were multiplied, and Courts were ſuf. 
pended, ſuppreſſed, and re-eſtabliſhed, with- 
out becoming more docile. Acts of autho- 
rity exerciſed againſt- the Magiſtrates _— 
their reſiſtanee but the more illuſtrious. 

At the ſame period of time there wk | 
an "audacious and guilty ſect, who, under 
the name of Philoſophy, created a new 
power, which they called Public Opinion, 
and of which they. conſtituted themſelves 
the organs. Its ſeat exiſted no where, and 
its Decrees were promulgated only by ſedi- 
tious writings and inſolent declamations, 
which, far from expreſſing the general ſen- 
timent or wiſh, were found, on examination, 
to contain merely the opinions that ſome 
pſeudo-philoſophers took it into their heads 
to publiſh, They aſſailed both the Altar and 


the Throne, Morality and Subordination, 


ſometimes with the weapons of ridicule, at 

others by making a queſtion of the wiſdom 

of * the * rendered ſacred by 
their 


= 
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their aritiquity. They ſummoned before 
them Miniſters, Generals, and all the Agents 
of public power frequently determined their 
appointment and their diſgrace. 5 
Under Louis XVI, this new deen 
which the writers and factious of all coun- 
tries prided themſelves on being called to 
participate, became ſtill more formidable. 


The ſpurious philoſophy found profelytes 


even in the Council of the King. The er- 
rors of the Adminiſtration” grew more ſe- 
rious, and the very virtues of the Prince 
proved injurious to his power. The firſt 
years of this reign were marked by popular 
commotions, oceaſioned by the high price of 
corn. The Government thought that they 
could remedy this by addreſſing diſſertations 
to the people, while inſurrections, from N 
ing unpuniſhed, multiplied. 
The American war, into which Linis * VE 
was unfortunately ſeduced by counſels as 
impolitic as they were immoral, opened in 
France new buds of rebellion + it at once ſet 
the example and taught the arts of it. Con- 
| fuſed ideas of Liberty, of Independence, and 
of Democracy, fermented in the brains of 
men, and prepared a general exploſion, 
which was accelerated by the unſkilfulneſs of 
a Mi- 
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a Miniſter born a republican. He intro 
duced republican inſtitutions, into the French 
| Monarchy, and initiated the people into the 

knowledge of affairs of State. A deſign, 
not more ambitious than fpoliſh, of ac- 


quiring great popularity, made him adopt 


the project of providing for the expences o f 


the war without increaſing the taxes ; which 
he did by loans, the intereſt of which con- 
| fiderably augmented the deficit that already 
exiſted in the finances. The extraordinary 
means to which the Miniſters. who ſucceed- 
ed Mr. Necker were obliged to have recourſe 
moſt violent declamations againſt the miſ- 
management of the revenues of the State, 
The oppoſition of the Parliaments compelled 
the King to convoke an Aſſembly of Nota- 
bles. His Majeſty propoſed to them a new 
ſyſtem of taxation, and the eſtabliſhment of 
Provincial Aſſemblies throughout the king- 
dom. The Notables aſſented to the. propoſal 
relative to Provincial Aſſemblies, but reject- 
ed the idea of all new taxation, and declared 
themſelves incompetent to conſent to any. 
The Parliament followed this example, and 
invited the King to aſſemble the States-Ge- 


neral. Their convocation was then imme- 
| . 


cw— 
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diately demanded in every part of the Kitgs 


dom, and became” the ' rallying ery of the 


Factious. 
endeavouring to gain time, had the extreme 
imprudence to invite the whole Nation to 
aſſiſt the King with their counſels. From that 


moment every pretender to genius had his 


vernment. The Kingdom was deluged with 
abſurd and inflammatory writings. The 


diſcontent and fermentation daily increaſing 
very ſoon brought France to that ſtate of 


general agitation and diſorder which had 


preceded the commotions of the Fronde, the 


character and conſequences of which are 
energetically depicted by Cardinal de Retz. 


The Parliament, ſays he, murmured 
at the edict of the Tarif, and as ſoon as they 
murmured every body's eyes were opened 


but ſtill they groped, as if in the dark, f 
laws which were no longer to be found. 
Men inquired of one another for them; and 


in this agitation, the queſtions which their 


mutual explanations gave rife to, obſcure as 


they were, and venerable by their obſcurity, 
became prablematic; and for that reaſon 


odious to one half of them. The People 3 
X enters te Aneta v w_ drew aſide” the 


veil, 


The Miniſtry, embarraſſed, and 


plan for a Conſtitution, his fyſtem for a Go- 


* 
* 
* 
* * 
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veil,” which ought ever to cover all that can 
be ſaid, or all that can be thought, of the 
rights of Nations, and of thoſe of Kinge, 
which never agree ſo well as in ſilence *.“ 
Such was the ſtate of the minds of men 
in France, when Louis XVI. engaged to 
convoke the States- General. At that period 
commence the facts which I have er 
taken to relate. 


The -tetreat of the Atekbiheß of Sens 
was celebrated at Paris with thoſe” ſeditious 
tranſports of joy, inſulting to the Royal au- 
thority, to which his extravagant conduct 
had expoſed all the agents of the Goverti- 
ment. The day after his departure, the mob, 
aſſembling at the Place- Daup fine, made 
à bonfire, in which they burnt a Wwhimſi- 
cal figure, dreſſed in à red caſſock, 'repre- 
ſenting the Cardinal. To prevent a repe- 
tition of this indecent farce on the follow 
ing day, which had been afnounted, a con- 
fiderable detachment of the Paris Guards 
was ſtationed at the Pont. neuf. with orders 
to let no oh paſs to the Place-Dauphint, 
Except perſons reſiding there. The people 
tan "thither in a crowd, and attempted to 


* 
dene gf Cardinal de Boing eee, my 
K. force 
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force the Guard ; but they defended them - 
ſelves vigorouſly, and killed or wounded 
about a hundred and fiſty perſons. - The 
mutineers were not diſheartened by this 
check. They inſulted and ill-treated all 
the ſoldiers' of the watch who paſſed the 
ſtreets in their uniform. Small bodies both of 
the foot and horſe guards were ſtopped, and 
their arms taken away. The ſentry-box on 
the Pont-neuf and ſome others were burnt, 
while acclamations were ſhouted to Henry IV. 
and to the French and Swiſs Guards. This 
cajolery, which the year after brought over 
the former regiment to che populace; was 
now addreſſed to both as a return of thanks 
for their inaction, or as an invitation to 
them to refuſe their ſervice, ſhould they 
be called upon. But it did not produce 
the hoped effect; for the very next day both 
thoſe regiments marched againſt the rebels, 
diſperſed all the mobs, and put an end to the 
tumult and diſorder which had prevailed for 
three days in the capital. It is not irrelevant 
to obſerve here, that the very perſons who 
were ſeen at that juncture haranguing and 
exciting the populace to revolt, were thoſe 
who were afterwards ſeen aſſuming the lead 
in all the rebellious commotions that have 

2 taken 
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taken place in the courſe of the Revolution. 
In all great towns there is a certain number 
of worthleſs people, Who are idle, turbu · 
lent, and audacious, the conſtant promoters 
of diſorder, becauſe it is favourablo to 
their rogueries, and who are ever ready to 
join the firſt ringleader willing to take their 
erimes into pay. The officers, of the police 
ought to exert their utmoſt vigilance in 
obtaining a knowledge of all perſons of this 
claſs ; they ſhould be acquainted with the 
abode of every one of them, their con- 
nections, their places of reſort; and never 
loſe ſight of them, particularly at junctures 
in which the public, tranquillity is in any, 
danger. It is always. eaſier to prevent than 
to ſuppreſs inſurrections, and the ſureſt mode 
of preventing them is to ſecure in time 
thoſe perſons who dene, are e, 1 ex- 
citing them. ot ol 
Sept. 1988, ] 10 this 3 Marſhal Birom, 
who was the Colonel of the French Guards, 
died; an event which may be conſidered: as 
one of thoſe that contributed to the Revolu- 
tion. The ſubordination. and fidelity of 
that regiment depended in a very great 
meaſure upon the attachment which the. ſol- 
diers had to their Commander, Whom they 
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reſpected whom they adored, whom they 
all looked upch ab i their father. The bare 
dread of giving him pain was enough to | 
hold them to their duty, and would have 
counteracted all the means uſed to ſeduce 
them. His ſucceſſor. was leſs bent on pre- 
ſerving thoſe. in valuable. affectians, — on 
introducing into the regiment innovations, 
which perhaps would haye been uſeful in 
more tranquil. times, hut were at leaſt im- 
prudent at a moment when al ideas on Re- . 
form were brew become Rey eee 
idead. ln arr be Arme of en 225 
It was in theſe circumſtances; dhe moſt 
| eritionk in which France had ever ſtood, that 
Louis XVI. adhering to the engagement he 
had ſolemnly; entered into of aſſembling 
the States · General, reſolved upon convoking 
them. His Majeſty might have followed 
the example of his predeceſſors, and regu- 
lated in the Council, by his o, authority, 
every thing relative to the Conſtitution of 
that Aﬀembly, and to the mode of calling 
it together. No one would have thought of 
diſputing the King's right to adopt, for that 
purpoſe, hat had been practiſed in any of 
the former Aſſemblies. This would doubt- 
leſs have been the 9 n dt it was a 
Vol. 2 N e too 
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too ſimple to meet with Mr. Necker's ip» 
probation. Whether with tle view of ſig- 
nalizing his return to adminiſtration by 
ſome very brilliant exploit, or of giving 
the greater ſolemnity to the King's reſolu- 
tion, he propoſed and prevailed on tlie 
Council to adopt the meaſure of convoking 
che Notables a ſecond time, in order to ſub- 
mit to their oonſideration ſeveral queſtions, 
zs delicate as important, ' reſpecting the con- 
ſtitution of the States- General. This ſecond 
meeting was commpoſed of the ſame mem. 
bers as the former, and was alſo held at 
Verſailles in the month of Noveinber 1788. 
A moſt violent ferment very ſoon appeared 
zu every part of the kingdom, and Ehiefly at 

Faris. The great queſtions propoſed to che 
Notables were points diſcuſſed by the mul- 
titude, in coffes.houſes, taverns, and all 
pudlie places; and thoſe tumultuous debates 

of igtiorance and üdelirium were already dil 
poſing to Anti- monurchioal notions a majo- 
rity of the moſt formidable nature under 2 
weak” Govemment that of the 1 Populace. 
The Clubs at the Pulais. Royal became daily 
mote — the moſt iiiflamtnatoryỹ 
were diſperſed wich /an-alarming 
5 Kiley an — 
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lice nor the Miniſter appeared to take the 

leaſt notice of chem. he ſpirit of rovoltwas - , 
ſpreading moſt rapidly in all the provinces, 

and the plot againſt the Clergy and the No- 
bility was almoſt general. Such were the evi- 

dent effects of that ſtriking Rxrox r, upon 


which Mr. Necker, againſt the almoſt una- 


nimous opinion of the Aſſembly of Nota- 


bles, prevailed upon the Council to adopt 
the reſolution of granting to the Third Or. 


der a double — of mne in 
the States- General. 2 
At this critical moment the Princes deli. 
vered- the following remarkable Memorial to 
the King, which the diſaffected had the aſ- 
ſurance to entitle the Manifeſto of a War 
pretended to have been planned againft 
the Third Order, but which poſterity will 
ſee was a — eri of the Ne 


lution. . 


The Mona anal to the King by the 
Count d Artais, the Prince de 27 5 the 
and che Fringe de Conti... ge 4 *th 

60 Sing, 433 
© WHEN your Maielly forbade the N No- 
tables — their conſideration the 
E 2 Memo- 
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Memorial delivered to them by his High- 
neſs the Prince de Conti, your Majeſty de- 
clared to the Princes of your blood, that, 
whenever they had any thing to propoſe 
tending to the good of your ſervice and of 
the State, they miei addreſs | eas to 
* ou. 1 2 
ah The 4 an, the Prince de 
8 Candi, the Duke de Bourbon, the Duke 
d' Enghien, and the Prince de Conti, think 
it their duty to take the aint of * | 
declaration of your Majeſty... | 
In fact, to the Princes of 3 
who hold the higheſt rank of your ſubjects, 
who are born your counſellors; who, by their 
rights are intereſted to defend yours, to them 
fore you, and they think themſelves alſo 
bound to ſubmit. their ſentiments and. ets 
nions to your Majeſty. 1 
Sire, the State is in danger. «Yau 
perſon is reſpected; the virtues of the Mo- 
narch enſure him the homage of the Na- 
tion; but, Sire, a Revolution is taking place 
in the principles of the Government, 
brought on by a ferment in the minds of 
the People. Inſtitutions held ſacred, and by 
which this A has ** for ſo 
| many 


MR 
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many ages, are made ſubjects of debate, 

and even decried as 5 Wich _ 

tice. i t. 

« The writings which Foul appeated 

ſince the Aſſembly of Notables has been 

ſitting; the Memorials which have been de- — 
livered to the underſigned Princes; the Pe- 

titions drawn up by ſeveral provinces, towns, 

or ſocieties ; the object and ſtyle of thoſe 

Petitions and Memorials, all proclaim and 

prove a digeſted ſyſtem of diſorder, and 

contempt for the laws of the State. Every 

author ſets himſelf up for a legiſlator elo- 

quence, and the art of writing, even 

though deſtitute of ſtudy, knowledge, or 
experience; ſeem to beſtow a ſufficient title to 

regulate the Conſtitutions of Empires. Who- 

ever advances à bold propoſition, whoever 
propoſes a change of the laws, is _ to 

find readers and partiſans. 

„Such is the unhappy progreſs of this 

efferveſcence, that opinions, which ſome 

time ago would have appeared extremelß 
reprehenſible, now appear juſt and reafona- | 
ble; and what good men are now churt at, 
will in a ſhort time, perhaps paſsas regu- 
lar and legal; Who can ſay wherethe'raſh- 
neſs of opinion will ſtop? The rights of 
BY the 
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the Throne have been diſputed: opinions 
are divided on the rights of the two Orders 
of the State; very ſoon the rights of pre- 
perty will be attacked, and inequality of 
fortune be pointed out as an object of re- 
form. A ſuppreſſion of the Feudal Rights 
has been already propofed, as they are ſaid 
to mme amen 
of barbariſm. 
Wn, From theſe now. yl and the — 
of effecting a change in rights and the laws, 
has ariſen the deſign, announced by ſome 
Societies of; the Piers Etat, of obtaining 
for that Order a double number of votes in 
the States - General, while each of | the two 
not repeat what has been declared by ſeve- 
ral Committees; the injuſtice and the dan - 
ger of innovation, either in the conſtitution - 
of the States -General or in the mode of 
eonvdking i them :; the multitude of elaims | 
that would | Bart up in conſequence; the 
facility; if the votes be taken individually 
and not by Orders, of endangering. by ſedu · 
cing ſame memberb of the Tiers Etat; the 
intexeſte of that Order, better protected by 
= preſent n a 
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the balanee ſo wiſely eſtabliſhed among the 


Three Orders, and of their reſpective inde- 
enge, 31101 tabs Hideo es 
It has been fignified to Your: Majedty, 
how important it is to adhere ta-the-only 
form of oonvoking the States - General which 
is conſtitutional. that preſeribed by law and 
cuſtom ; to the diſtinction of the Orders, | td 


the rights of ſeparate deliberation, and to 


the equality of votes thoſe en 
foundations of the French Monarchy. 

lt hay not been concealed from your 
Majeſty, that to change the form of the 
letters of gonvocation for the Tiers Etat 
ble the number of the deputies of that 


Order, even though» two voices went but 


for one vote, as heretofore, would be an in- 
direct mode of the claim of the 
Tiers Etat, which, taught by ite firſt ſuc- 
ceſs, would not be diſpoſed to remain con- 


tented with a conceſſion having no object, 
and being of no uſe ſo; long as the ingreaſ- 


ed number of deputiea made na alteration. ja | 
the number of vote. 1 


*+« Your Majeſty ney allo hoon be e | 


vinced, that the union of two deputics form- 


f2 Wals or Tur (wt 


ent opitiions; ''vetafion” their votes to be 
drawn; and if a drawn. vote be” conſidered 
as nothing, according to the uſual cuſtoin; 
i opens a new door ef refiſtance «gait the 
Government: 
, Theſe dees eweis unfolded, 
and ſeem to have been demonſtrated in the 
fulleſt manner,, 
t only remains for the underſigned 
Princes to expreſs their attachment to the 
State atid- toy“ Majeſty; They cannot 
refmin from decharingy that they ſhould be 
exceedingly alartmed for the State; were che 
pretended claims of the Third Order rati- 
fied; and for the melancholy conſequences 
thüt would attend the propoſedl alteration in 
the Conſtitution of ee In ſuch an 
have a gloomy proſpec) 
ery King, according to his views 
| — 5 — oy rights Uf 
the Nation ; 4 ſuperſtitious K ing beſto wing 
the preponderance” of ſuffrages upon the 
Ciergy a warlike Kin King laviſhing them up- 
on the Nebility; his followers in war y and 
then would the Tiers. Etas, which at this 
moment would be the gainer of the ſupe- 
have cauſe, from thoſe fluctuations, 
to repent heir ſucecfs'; each Order, in its 
1119 1 in turn, 
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ur, opprſig or oprſe, the Canin 
tion corrupted. or unſteady, the Nation ever 
divided, a eee ever feeble and 


wretched; 


& — il more ene 
misfortunes. In a kingdom where for ſo 
long a time civil diſſenſions have been un- 
known, it is painful to pronounce diſunion 
it is an event, however, we muſt expect, 
if the rights of the two higher Orders un- 
dergo any violation; for one or perhaps 


both of thoſe Orders may diſavow the 


States- General, and refuſe to confirm their 


own degradation by eee 
ſembly. 

„Who can doubt at leaſt. but that 4 
great number of gentlemen would attack 
the legality of the States- General, proteſt 
againſt them, cauſe their | Proteſts to be re · 
giſtered by the Parliaments, and even declare 
them to the States themſelves : From that 
moment, whatever were decreed in that 
Aſſembly would, in the eyes of a part of the 
Nation, no longer have the force of National 
conſent; and in the minds of people 
what weight would not Proteſts. have, 
which tended to exonerate them from. pay+ 
ing the taxes granted in the States ! Thus, 


M Anne er bein 


that Manly, ſo much wiſhed: for, and ſa 
ncesſſary. Would . _ 2 baue of, 
troubles: and difarder.. - . has: 
«++ But even were os Majeſty ſave of 
experiencing no meer to the exceution of 
_ ſenfibility mee aſblve to aarifiee,-ta 
mu: that brave; ancient, and reſpectable No- 
bility, who have ſhed fo much blood for their 
country and for their Kings: who. placed 
mug Canet upon the Throne; who tore 
this ſceptre out of the hands of the Engliſh, 
t xeftore-it to Maries VII, and by whom 
_ the Crown: was: firmly iet ene hand i 
of the reigning branch) 
„ in ſpeaking of the Nobility, the 
Princes af your blood ſpeak, for thomſelves; 
they cannot forget that they make a part af 
the body ef the | Nobility, that they ought 
not to be diſtingniſhad from it, and that 
theirchigheſt title is that of Gentlemen. This 
uuf ſaid by Henry I, and they have plea - 
ſure eee 1: his no- 
ble ſentiments; 5 At: 8 WE. «rt: 
„Let the Tiers Etat thin cond from 
attacking. the rights of the two other Or- 
181 | the 
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{elf to ſoliciting a decreaſe of the taxes with 
which it may be ſutcharged : then might 
the two higher Orders, finding in the Third: 
| countrymen who are dear to them, gene · 
rouſly renounce pecuniary privileges, and. 
confent to ſupport the public burdens, with 

the moſt perfect equality» 1 © ; 
- +4 The underſigned inden wegus ſet 


the example of every ſacrifice that may con- 


tribute to the good of the State, and to c- 
ment the” union tres Orders that com- 
poſe it. wg] WAH nn Yer 
e Let de Tiers Bias reflet whit} 
the end; might be the conſequence of in- 
1 the Clergy and Nobi- 
eee TPP pus 
rders . © 01 3 
— that gat Sww chy 
which all een Conftitutions are direct 


i o Deſpotiſin, or — Democracy ; 
two different kinds of ne er 

Wai; bons nt 
5 Agaisſt, Deſpotiſin het Nation tes be two 
dener pon igen intereſts; and your 
that real Prenchmen will x never ante ne 
idea 
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idea of a Government inconſiſtent with the 
extent of the State, the number of its in- 
habitants, the national character, and the | 
innate ſentiments which at all times have 
attached them and their fathers to a os 
reign as 0 a benefaQor. | 
The underſigned mee will + purſe 

theſe reflections no farther. It is with re- 
gret they have ſpoken of the misfortunes 
which "threaten the State, and they will 
turn with more n.. to its an 
ſources 

_«« Your Majeſty, exalted by your vietwes 
above the ordinary views of Sovereigus, 
who are for the moſt part jealous, and am- 
bitious of power, has made conceſſions to 
your ſubjects, which they did not require. 
You have called upon them to exerciſe a 
right, the uſe of which they had long loſt, 
and almoſt forgotten. This noble act of 
juſtice lays the Nation under great ohliga- 
tions; and they ought not to refuſe to confide 
in a King who has confided in them. The 
burdens of the State, ſanctioned by public 
conſent, ought" to be borne with leſs reluc- 
tance; and the Royal authority; more regu- 
lar, and conſequently more venerable and 
: at ſhould: find zealous defenders' in 
i the 
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the Magiſtrates, who in times of difficulty 
have always been the props of the Throne, 
and who know that, in the eyes of good 
citizens, the rights of theit King and n 
try are inſeparablmmeſeae. 
That generous: — b e 
ever diſtinguiſhed the French the love for 
the perſon of ther King; that ſentiment, 
which in a Monarchy is one of the ſprings 
of the Government, and is blended with 
_ patriotiſm z- that paſſion, that enthuſiaſm, 
which has produced amongſt us ſo many 
great and heroic actions, ſo many ſtruggles 
and facrifices, which the laws — 
dictate, will till appear with energy. 
The underſigned Princes take pleaſure 
in ſpeaking the language of ſenſibility to your 
Majeſty; they are of opinion, that they 
ſhould never ſpeak. ach ph to heir. — 
vereigg. oi widobbift 
. © In: you, Sire; all your ſabje@t-beholg 
a father, but it more particularly: belongs to 
the Princes of your blood to cal! v b 
that name: you have ſhown the feelings of 
one to each of them, and gratitude: makes. 
aun ſo earneſt with your Majeſt. 
Deign, Sire, to liſh take paagice: of 
your children; dictated by the maſt tender 
D & and 
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imd reſpectful concem, bythe dofive of pub. 
he tranquillity, and of ſupporting the peter 
of a King, the more worthy of being loved 
and obeyed, as his whole ſolicitude is for 
By | i eſs 1 his ſub — 921.3 ni· i ag 


ae l q A Air 
At ha 8 eats 
2 eourting popularity, reſuſed hit 
concurrence and fignature to this Memorial, 
Ae aſſumed the greateſt devetion for the 
eauſe of the Niers Etat, and the tendareſt 
ſolicitude for the relief of the People. From 
ſuddenly paſſing to the moſt. oſtentatious 
prodigality. He ordered bread to be diſtri- 
buted to the poor, in alenoſt every pariſh of 
the capital; cauſed fires to be made om very 
cold days in all the ſquares and principal 
ſtrects ; and hire two ooach-houſes near 
the Palais Housbon, which he turned into 
| kitchens, Where his own ooks attended to 
; Ana a Amman which they di- 
Wy $4 L 2 o vided 
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vided among the meceffitous; with apropars 
tionate quantity: of bad. Theſe aste af 
liberality, ipublifhediin alli ithe papem with 
gained him che favour of the People ton 
degree that greatly diſquieted che Court, 
againſt which ſince his laſt baniſument, be 


retained an animoſity che mo longer goptratod, 


Nor were they leſs alatmed for the affect 
which was - naturally to be apptebendefl 
from the public inftrudtions addreſſed by m 
Prince to all his bailiwicks, and which 
cauſed to be Uiſperſed: R 
out the whole kingdom. Fheſe inſtruc - 
tions, which were dra wn ap iby. the Abbe 


Sieyes, oomtained, among other remarkable 


regulations, a deſire ſhat the Bailawiith, Al- 
ſemblies would direct their deputies to the 
States - General to petitiom for a periodical 
return of the National Aſſemblies, for an 
equal contribution to the taxes; and forpthe 
introduction of a la ot divorcedato France. 
It was not without the greateft;rapture that 
8 people heard thoſe inſtructions read, 
h the moſt of them were fur ahove 
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The Parliament. of Ferie boped to an | 
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minds-of men to more reaſonable ideas, by 
determining previouſly, in a ſolemn reſolu- 
tion, the principal reforms and improve- 
ments with which they judged the Nation 
ſhould be ſatisſied. In that Reſolution, en- 
titled; A. Reæſolution upon tie preſent State 
of the Nation, it was ſaid, that as the ap- 
g Aſſembly of the States - General 
might be conſidered as an Aſſembly ſtrictly 
National, it was neceſſary, in convening it, 
that the King ſhould + ry nee] 
clare— hae niki 48 „Het 2. 
1. The periodical return. of the Statas- 
12 tat Seneral. 211 40 (47 E080 3210 
71 wh to the creditors of the State. 
. Their duty to the Nation of grant 
ing no ſubſidy but what was de- 
bs jinite, both as to the amount, and 
.- 2+ the time for which it was granted. 
; A. right of freely ſettling and ap- 
nd pointing the funds of: each de- 
pPauartment, for the revenue of the 
agg ooo eras, 3! ods, eee oiquay oct 
5 me His Majeſty's tent ee 
ing with the States- General for 
160 0 ban ſupppreſſion of all partial 
lt” 1925 taxation of the Orders, and For 
enim the 
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— 


tlie ſubſtitütion of common ſubſi⸗ 
; 2 to be equally levied,” 


Nor 7 


e 6. The reſponfibflity of Miniſters. 
n 7. The tight of the States:General to im- 
. = peach and proſecute, in all caſes 


eee eee 
be concertied. © HAM, R 
6. The power the States:Genegal over 
the Supreme Courts, ſo that the 
„Oe neither ought to ſuffer nor 
can ſuffer any ſubſidy to be levied 
— was not granted, nor con- 
cur in the execution of any law 
which was not propoſed 3 
to, by the States-General. 
9. mich liberty of the — 
by che obligation of immediately 


delivering every man who ſhall be 
arreſted,) into the bands of his mw 


turxral judges: Dot PW i 
e The Lidenyof the des * 
10 2504018 1 rl 10 
| The exenijutions founni': tion. being yl 
conſtant object of the declamations of the 
popular writers, and the moſt apparent mo- 
tive of the animoſity of the Tiers Etat 
A 3 ga. en, 2 
WV this gp 
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ainſi addrefled. aletter, ta the King, 
in which | they; ſupplicated.. him to accept 
their wiſhes of bearing 2; juſt proportion of 
the; taxes according, to their revenues. The 
ſame wiſhes were: expreſſed in the Inftruc- 
tins (capers); of the Nobility,of .almoſt all 
the te. oor in the kingdom., This letter, 
which, js at ones an undeniaþle-progf jof 4he 
generoſity of the,” French Nobility. and of 
the injuſtice of she perlecutioss they have 
ſufſered. was, igned hy aH the Peers, and 
was conceixed in the fallowing terms: 
re vate nenen en of + ay hh 
boorgh Sm dog an z Hiri? 
The! Beers of, yeur realm are eager 
to, give. vMayjeſty. and; che Natjon 
, unian among all the Orders, by ſuppli- 
«« cating your Majeſty: to receive the ſolemn 
„ wiſhes they lay at the feet of ſhe Throne, 
of bearing a juſt proportion of the taxes 
1 and pubtic: burdens; according to their 
Fortunes, without an pecuniary prixi- 
lege whatſoever. They have no doubt 
„ but that thaſe ſontiments would be una+ 
A nimouſiy . oh To. rang | 


Kick 1 . 10 of 


„ 


' not to be relied upon j ſometimes as indica- 
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of your kingdom, were they aſſembled to 


« depoſit them aur aaa) in he boſom of 
6 ene 48 fit * bar ; 4408 - 


OR et Hg toy! 

The Tiers Etat ds eats: 
tisfied withj! and grateful for, theſe inport« 
ant ſacrifices j but they wers ſometimes re- 
preſented as acts of hypocrify, which ought 


tions of feat Which ſhould encourage that 
Order tœtiſd in their demands. By fuck 


perfidĩous inſmuations; the Factions kept - | 


alive the diſtruſſ and Agitation of the People, 
and diſpoſed them to revolt. The moſt in- 
flammatory pamphlets dgainſt the Clergy 
and the Nobility. were: circulated. through 
the whole kingdom without he feaſt. oppo4 
fition j and the moſtfhamefulcaricatures, ex- 
poſed to view in the ſquares, on the quays, 
and at the print-ſhops in Paris, excited the 
crowds they collected, to infult not only the 
Eccleſiaſtics, but every well qreſſed man 


who happened to be paſfing. It was by 


ſuch groſs exceſſes that the vileſt rabble, 
conſidering themſełves as a part of the Tiers | 
Etat, fignatized the victory ren, 22 _ 
Order by Mr. Necker's Report, 

* letters for convoking Wees 
5 F 2  neral 
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Nobles, who were marked out already for 
the hatred of ther people, by the fatal appel · 


— 


24 ANNALS: OFTHE. b 178g.” 
neral were iſſued at this crifis, Jan. 1789.] 


The affectionate and truly paternal ſenti- 
ments expreſſed in theſe by the King ought 
to have allayed all diſcontent, and diſſipated 


all uneaſineſs; and no doubt they did pro- 


duce that effect among the reaſonable; ho- 
neſt, and well- affected perſons of the three 
Orders; but the; turbulent and ambiticus, 


the intriguing, and the Revolutionary fanatios, 


did not relax the ;leaſt on that account in 
the project for overtuming every thing, but 
continued preparing the means for carrying 
it into execution: Of theſe, inſurrections 


being the moſt vigorous, they were found 
breaking out, at the ſame time, in ſeveral 


provinces, under: the moſt chimerical pre- 
tences, and almoſt all directed againſt the 


lation of Ariſtocrats, and accuſed of en- 
groſſing the corn, i a. printed denunciation, 
which was publicly diſtributed on the Pont- 
neuſ, and at the gates of the public walks 
of the capital àt the fame time placards | 
were ſtuck up in the-Fauxbourgs, which 
threatened a general Res: if the price 


of bread was not lowered. L 1940 
ec Was the fad r of the times at 
the 
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Which was fixed for the -27th 'of ' April. 
It was, however, pol 


nnn ee G9 eB co 


„ „ as © =. ax = 


the eve of the meeting of the States. Generel, 


zsftponed till the 4th of 
May, as the Pdtnding in which they were 
to aſſemble _ not be ſootier got ready: 
— the” Welt"ptecedI ug that too memorable 

a moſt — infüfrection broke 
a ik ür and which was the more 
remarkable, as neither the motives for it 
nor tlie real thRtigators' have ever been pro- 
perly known.“ It is more than probable it 
had no other object than that of training the 


populace to thefe kinds of outrageous enters - - 


priſes, and f encouraging them to reſiſt the 
military. Hbweyer that be, on the 25th of 
April, at three o'clock in the afternooh, f. 
veral bands of rufftans, armed with blud- 
geons, appeared” in the' ſtrikers?" dragg ing A 
figute, on Which was a Label, With he 
name "of Reveillon; the” proprittor of ati 
extenſive | papck⸗ hanging matiũfactory, in the 
Fauxbourg St. Antoine, The alatm ſpread 
by their . _ and threats, occaſioned the 
ſhops to be mut in all the ſtreets through 
which they paffed. They made their firſt 
halt at the Palais: Royal, where they prb- 
claimed a fei gned decree of the Tiers Etat, 
OP Reveillon to be a in ef- 
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perſing to different Publichouſes: ſpent, the | 


gave inſignificant anſwers... They: accuſed 


| no. other manufaQory of dhe ſame: 1 50 


of the night, an ino menſe multitude, of ill 


— 
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fg. ene the figure about ff 


long time, they 4pok. it Pt Me) Place de 
Greve, where they hanged it, and then diff 


night in riot and uprœar ,, T1 0! 
Tboſe who,were, aſked. what! were thei 
motives, for animoſity - again, Reveillon, | 


hin vaguely of having ſaid that. the 


*« workmen's wages ſhould, be fixed at fifteen 


5 (744-), a day, and e that bread, was 
« not too dear at three ſals and ., (144.) 
2 pound.“ This was the more abſprd, ag in 


Faris were the . 
than at Keveillon s. 3 7 Wt 15 ae 


90 The inſurreQion' of the 7th, was nothing 


| Hons 


the following day., The officers of revenus 
at the harriers, had obſcrved,. in the courle 


dreſſed and, illlpoking. fellows  paſy... into 
Paris. By break af day large crowds. were 
ſern going yoo the ſtreets 1 they went 


into the ſhops. and; manufgRorics,, where 


they diſtributed money, and cairied all tha 
workmen away, by force. Mähen they 
en chemſelyes Rong enough, on 

- howling: 


I 1789 vnn äs vVervrlox. 
howling frigtitfuny; ie che Frürsönög Sk. 
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Antoine, to attack Riblithon't Noſe; Which 
they found defended by à Gefüchffledt ef the 
Paris Guard: wlio kept tert ff for R 


hours. R ebflfidertble body ef the inffulte 


gents at the ſame time attacked che Houſe 


of another perſon; ttamed Henribt, who ws 


at the' heath of © Mattüfscköry of faktpetre, 


and Was *Reverllon's friend ati neighbour. 
He had ſcaretly time to eſcape With-his fa. 
mily © his ouſe not being guarded was 
forced in an infant} the furniture — 
out of the windows heiped together in 

court, and ſet” ort fre — houſe 
was hering' the ſame fute; Wien all tlie 
reſt — Paris Seeta hires foot 
and Hbpſe) "the" Royal eee Ercatt. 
at the- eee . "ine "This 
little army, attended with [6itie plecer of 
cannon, marched in order, drums beating 
and matches Ugked. When they drew 
near the ruffians, the latter were form- 
ed, by defire of the Commanding Of- 


cor, der be Butt ordert. . Eher be 55 3 


fore; anch that-he enſbinect them to diſperſe. 


ane reptating W 
F 4 n out 
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out 2 W of command was given 
to make ready, and the ſoldiers ſeemed, as 
if going ta, ige upon them; but, far from 
being intimidated, by this threat, they pour. 
ed a ſhower of tiles and ſlates upon, the 
troops, by which ſeveral ſoldiers, and an 
officer of the Royal regiment of Croats, were 
Wounded. Orders were, then given to the 
French Guards to enter the houſe, and it 
give no quarter to thoſe, who would nat 
leave it. The, regiment having got inte 
the ccurt drei up in order of battle, and at 
firſt tried, by firing ſome ſhots in the aix, 
to. frighten the) multitude of people, that 
Read: at the, windows, on the rogf, and 
the, walls of the houſe ; but they were only | 
 anſwered,, by a. freſh. ſhower of tiles and 
llates, accompanied with ſtones; heams; and 
Furpiture, by which ſome of the ſoldiers were 

eruſhed to death, ang others ſeyerely, wounds 
ed. 121. The French Guards, ſeeing that all 
mildneſs was uſeleſs, now made a rolling 
| fire i in four directions. e tin Ar woo 
After this firſt, — whieh did great 
| Recutiqn. the ſoldiers entered the houſe, 
. in all.the apartments met with incredi. 


out, they! were obliged 6-clarge with bey. 
vnets}' and wounded” a very great er 
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them. 0 oi o a 1697 eee 21 4» 
The cellars of the houſe a moſt 
und © was' ſtrewed 
with '' thoſe wretches ; ſome dead drumk 
with the wine/and/liqudts with Which they 
had gorged' themſelves others expiring'in 
dreadful convulſiong' brought on by the 
dyer's poiſonous preparation, which, de- 
ceived in their eagerneſs by the bottles in 
n they had taken for 
Wanne YA AE mater 151 
At length ee coming on pũt an end 
tithe carnage and the inſurrection. In the 
differcht, regiments, there were in all twelve 


killed, and about 80 wounded. The.'toſs . 
of the inſurgents was much more conſider- 


able; 200 remained dead upon the ſpot, and 


— 


about. yoo. were wounded. Some of _ | 


were carried off ons; litters by their com 

rades, Who called to the paſſengers Ci. 
„ tizens l this is one of tlie Defenders of 
our Country, givs à trifle towards bury- 
„ing him.“ Several öf theſe wretches, 
who were taken to hoſpitals or priſons ebdn- 


5 | had 


- conſiderable; and ſo eriminal. 
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had deceived: twelve livres for» that days 
Wart. It was; newer known, and but very 
| feeble attempts were made to diſcover, N 
had; provided-the:funds/;for an expect ſo 
| Je Wat only 
obſerxed. that: in th mbrning of that ,t 
day; the Duke of Orlaamu, in bis way: to a 
horſe-race at- Iiheennesi got out of his dar. 
riage in tho Tunabourg St. Antoine, wert 
up to the gang oß ruffians, ſpoke to them in 
the moſteaffable mauner, exhorted them to 
bee penteable, to go home, and to drop al 
reſentment againſt Reveillon. He was ieard - 
among other things to ſay to them: Come, 
__ 4{:cotne,/ my lads; be quiet, wer are ging 
%% bt happy. The ruſſians applailed 
him, but did: hot follow his atlvide- 
In the aſtemcon, a few minutes before 
the engagement began}; the Ducheſs of Or. 
laams, returning from Vincennes wars im- 
peded by the crowd! in the Taunονν.ᷣ t. 
Antoine. Fhe Royal Regiment of Croats; 
which had rceiued orders to prevent all cars 
riages from pnſſing that way, attempted to 
make that of the Ducheſs: rerurn; but the 
rohels, having got ſiglit of her, opened a 


48 help rd er through tlie ſol 
7 diers, 


Lax, 1789) FRN BEYOLUTION, 8 


diers, and; makiog heir Way to her, eſcorted, 
and, almaaſh, jcarried, her , through to 
the, part pf the; rect where it was fee 

From. theſe cirgumſtances it has, been 
conje&tared.that.the Dube of Orleans wasmo 
ſtranger, t9, this. infurrection,, but they are 
certainly ngt ſufficient ta prove that he exe 
cited or paid for in, and til leſs to. raiſe, the 
ſlighteſt, ſuſpicions againſt, the conſtant and 
unalterable, putity of,the;ſentiments,,,and.of - 
the vintues,, of, the too umfortunate Ducheſs 
of Axe. minis of du zovr QC? 

Some. days after, 4 gang of due ag 
hundred. vagabonds appeared in the neigh» 
bourhooć of. Fillęjuif. They ſpread them- 
ſclves abqut the country, 57 twice, at different 


times, ;- threatened to forca the gates rf 


Bicetre, and diſappeared.on the approach! of 
the, military, oven. running the adjacent 
countrys; and ant ee the-dread 
of bara et Hod si a 

At the ſame period: fwoilas, gangs Aaflem- 
bled im ſeveral, provinces... The enemies of 
the Court accuſed: them of fomenting thoſe 
troubles, in order to haye a pretence far 
putting the troops in.. motign, and., brings 
ing an ayer-awing force towards. Paris, This 
imputation was the more abſund,, as at that 
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time the Miniſtry had no -ocenfiinife? &) 
tence'to' move and remove regiments | 
and how they thought prope r. Is it not, 
on the tohtrary, far more probable, that the 
inſurrections which broke out at the” ſame 
juncture in moſt of the provinces of the 
kingdom, and the factitious want which 
was every where made the plea for them, 
vvres of the Revolutionary Fac. 
tion; whoſe' wel-ktiown plan was to arm 
the people; the fureſt means of effecting 
which, was doubtleſs to alarm the citizens of 
every clais, for their perſonal ſafety ? Is it 
not to the ſame Faction that we ſhould 
aſcribe thoſe circular letters, ſigned Neekey, 
which were addreſfed in the courſe of April 
1789 to the com- fuctors, farmers, millers, 
bakers, ard graziers,” enjoining therm to diſ- 
continue making proviſion for Paris from 
the 20th of April to the '1/5th of May 7 
When the ſubject was mentioned to the | 
Miniſter, he confeſſed that ſeveral of thoſe 


letters had been retumed to him, and he de- a 


clared the ſignature to be forged.” ' The 
ſuſpicion fell upon a villain, who ſome 
days before had preſented an order dt 
the Caiſſe d Eſcompte, for fifty thouſand 
erowns, with the ſignature of Mr. Nether - 
Fly and 
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and that of his Secretary exactly imitated, for 
which he had received the money. The Mi- 
niſter, in whoſe name all theſe forgeries 
were committed, was certainly quite igno- 
rant of them: but how comes it that they 
gave him no uneaſineſs ? and, if they did 
give him any, what can he ſay to jullil⸗ his 
not having uſed all che means of the Police 
and of the Courts to diſcover the authors of 
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aaf and Opening of NE Shes Cone: 
ral— The X ing s Speech — Difficulty 
on the Queſtion, whether the Powers of 


. the Deputies ſhould be verified by Orders, 


or ane balg- Hel of the Paris 
Elections Seditious Reſolutions of the 
Elefors — Conciliatory Conferences re- 
lative to verifying the Powers —Addreſs - 
Propoſed by Mr. Malouet—Anecdote of | 
. Sieyes—M irabeau. 


Taz 3 of | the es was 
preceded by all the religious ceremonies pre- 
ſcribed by cuſtom. On Monday, the. 4th 
of May, the Deputies of the Three Orders 
being aſſembled at the church of Notre- 
Dame in Verſailles, the King and Queen 
went 11 at ten o'clock i in the morning, 
AUTTAHD - attended 
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| Ft. Louis. The Tier: Etat w il ed firſt, 


demonſtrations: of love, an' returned then 


attended by che whole Court. As ſoon as 
their Majeſties atcived;/ thel Veni Creator 


was ſung; after which the depuries, paſſiig | 


in a line before: the K ing aud Queen, vient 
out in prhceſſiam to repair to the church uf 


then that vf the Clergy. This Hoſt wab cats 
ried by the Archbiſhop: of Paris: Mon- 


feeur, the Count dl Artois, add the Dukes 


d Angoultme and Berry, beld the lines of the 
canopy. The King. Quern, and the whole 
ſtreets, balconies, and Windows, were filled 
with an immenſe crowd of ſpeRtators, who 


were ſeem on the vefy tops: af, the houſes; 


Joy was painted on every Cauntenance}- and 
broke out in flaniſports of applauſe. Theſe 
applauſes, however. were chieflyl addreſſed 
to the Niers Etat for there , a; niarks 
ed ſuſpenſion of them chem the Orders 
of the Nobility and Clergy: paſſed} und 
they were renewed with rapture as ſoom 
the King appeared, thouſands df ats 
being wavell in the air, and eyery f voict 
uniting in the cry of VIVE IIR ROT The 
good Monarch melted into tears at ſo mam 


* - " 2 
- 
* 


ties, by receiving from the hands of rebels 


bellion? 
„n the wo of May, the day pat 
for the opening of the States · General, the 
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in the moſt affectionate manner by motions 

of his head: The Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt; 
celebrated with the greateſt magniſicence, 
and the Sermon, cor rather opening Speech; 
delivered by M. de la Fure, Biſhop of 
Nanci, prolonged the ceremony till fout 
o'clock in the afternoon. Cries of Vive {2 
Roi Vive la Reine ! were a thouſand times 
reitetated by an immenſe crowd}! and fol: 
lowed their „ mrrgne to their very apart- 
miente in the Palace,” „A- bis sene De 
Who now would have: aid, that in about 
two montlis after, the Monarch ſo worthy-of 
all this homage, of all theſe bleſſings, would 
be ſeen reduced to go and throw Himſelf 
into the hands of the people of Paris while 
in a ſtate of inſurtection 7 would be! ſeen 
proceeding tò the Hotelade- Ville, through 
a hundred thouſand pikes croſſed over his 
head, and giving a ſanction to fuch 'enormi- 


and e in His) bas ehe cockade of re- 
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deputies repaired -to' the Hall appropriated 


for the Sittings of the Three Orders when 


united, . the — of the 
nl EN. 
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Tiers Etat. They were called oven in the or- 
der of their Bailiwicks, and arranged by the 
Marquis de Brez?, the Maſter of the Cre» 
monies. The Clergy were on the right ſide of 
the Throne, the Nobility on the left, and the 
Tiers Etat in front. All the arrangements 
that were to . the King's arrival being 


made, he entered, accompanied. by the Queen 


and his awhile Court. His Majeſty; ſeated 
himſelf on the Throne, and the Queen, at | 
his left hand, took poſſeſſion, of an armi- 
chair which was placed à ſtep lower. The 
princes, Peers, and great Officers of the 
Crown, ranged-themſelves:to the right and 
left of | their Majeſties on the platform 
which ſupported the Throne. to Sn . 
The King then riſing took off his hat, and 
with confidence and dignity delivered a 
Speech replete with wiſdom, and with 
affection for his people, of whom he 
declated himſelf the irt friend. This 
Speech is too valuable a monument for 
hiſtory not to be Ne it 4 It is 
as follows': %% do hoid & vd mp 7 of 
enen 21 1 fi CY 5 
This day; which I hate ſd long and 
eagerly a} is at 8 * arent, and 1 
Vor. I. | ſee 


38 | ANNALS OF THE [Mar ants 


ſee myſelf ſurrounded with the Repreſenta- 
tives of the Nation _ it is * glory | 
to govern. 
A long interval bas: elapſed * 1 
laſt Seſſions of the States - General; and al- 
though the convocation of theſe Aſſemblies 
ſeemed to have fallen into diſuſe, I have not 
heſitated to reſtore a cuſtom from which 
the Kingdom may draw new ſtrength, and 
which may provide the Nation with a freſh 


18 r happineſs. 


* The debt of the State, which, x was 
eee eee has 
been further augmented under my reign; 
an expenſive but honourable war has been 
the cauſe of it, and the neceſſary conſe- 
"quence an increaſe of taxes, which has ren- 
— CO ES 
fibly felt. | 
A general anxiety and monſtrous ſpirit 
of innovation pervade the minds of men, 
which would terminate in a total diſtraction 
of opinions, if haſte were not made to ſet- 
tle them by a union of wiſe and temperute 


cCcounſels. 


It is with this FJ, Gentlemen, 
I have aſſernbled you, and with the greateſt 
ſatis faction 1 ni juſtiſied, by the 
| | 3 f diſpoſitions 
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diſpoſitions which the two firſt Orders haye 


ſhown to renounce their pecuniary privileges. 
The 1 1 I FRO formed of * all the 


ET 1 
„ haye already. given. orders 3 


ſiderable retrenchments in the expences of 
the State. From you en expect, and ſhall re- 

- ceive with eagerneſs, further ideas upon this 
ſubject; but, in ſpite « of the reſource that 
may ariſe from | the ſtricteſt economy, . I 
fear, Gentlemen, it will not be in my power 
to relieve my ſubjects ſo ſpeedily as I could 
wiſh, I will, direct an exact Nate of the 
Finances to be laid before you; and when 
you have examined it, I look forward with 
certainty to your propoſing to me the moſt 
effectual means of putting them into perma- 
nent order, and of eſtabliſhing public cre- 
dit. This great and falutary.yyork, which 
will enſure the kingdom happineſs at home 
and reſpect abroad, Wy e engage 
your attention. 

The minds of men are agitated : bot 
an Aſſembly of the Repreſentatives of the 
Nation will 1 no doubt liſten only to che e. 

oh 62 . tales 


4 Anus or rus” uu 1189. 


tates of wiſdom! Sia of ptudence. That ; 
theſe habe not been attended to, , Upon feve-' 
ral recent occaſibns, you, Elves Gen 
tlemeti, muſt have ſcen'; bit che ſpirit pre- 
vailing' over your deliberations wilt corre. 
ſpond with the real ſentiments of a generous 
Nation, whoſe Uſtinguiſhing character has 
always been a love for their Kings. 1 will 
baniſh every other _ recollection from r 
mind. IA 

* I know the authority Fry power "of i 4 
juſt King, amidſt a faithful People attached 
at all times to the principles of the Mo- 
narchy, which have been the glory and the 
luſtre of France; of Which I ought to be, 
and invariably will be, the ſupport. 7 INE 
nk Whatever can be expected from 
the moſt anxious ſolicitude for the public 
happineſs, whatever can be aſked 5 rem a 
Sovereign the firſt friend of his People, 

- you may and ought. to hope | from my 
feelings. 

Gentlemen, may a "bleſſed hatmony 
reign. throughout this Aſſembly 1. and may 
this. epoch become for ever memorable by 
the happineſs and proſperity of the king . 
dom It i Is the wiſh of my heart—it i is ik 

1 . moſt 
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moſt ardent of my prayers ; it is, in fine, 
the reward hope for the reQtude! of my 
intentions and of my love for my people. " 
My Keeper of the Seals will explain 
my intentions more amply ; and with reſpect 
to the Finances, I have given orders to the 
Director- General of the Fi Inances, to 18 
e the n of en iq Tan 50 


| The Hen "before: hey Sr 40 ſpeak, 
had requeſted the Queen, to be ſeated ; 
. howe; diem; Sending, Hike 
the reſt of the Aſſembly; The grace and 
dignity of her carriage, the modeſty of her 
dreſs, and the tears that more than once 
ſtarted, from her eyes; added a ſoft emotion 
to the ee e made by his Ma- 
a en LI 
At the nN in the; Speech, which 
was followed by long and loud: applauſe, the 
King reſumed his ſeat upon the Throne, and 
put on his hat. The Deputies of the Order 
of the Nobility having directly after alſo 
put on theirs, conformably to the practice 
of former Aſſemblies, of the States- General, 
a number of the Niers Etat thought they 
might folloy the example. Inſtantiy in 


every part of the, Hall ver heard tha cries 
| G:3 1 Þ 


tr if 
of On hats! Off hats | The King. 
unwilling that the majeſty of ſo auguſt 
a Sitting ſhould be diſturbed by ſuch a ri- 
diculous diſpute, had the prudence and ad- 
dreſs to put an immediate end to the noiſe, 
by taking off his on hat as if the heat were 
oppreſſive. As no one could remain cover- 
ed when the King was not ſo, this incident 
was attended with no conſequence, and calm 
was reſtored in the Aſſembly, The diſcourſe 
of the Keeper of the Seals and that of Mr. 
Necker, which laſted three hours, hong wm 
the reſt of this Sitting. 
On the next day (May 6.) ihe Order: 6 
the Clergy and that of the Nobility aſſem- 
bled in the Halls reſpectively appropriated 
for each of them, while the Tiers Etat met 
at the Common Hall; ; whence they ſent meſ⸗ 
"ages to the two other Orders, requeſting 
they would join them for the purpoſe of ve- 
_ "rifying their powets: This ceremony; nepel- 
ary fo eſtabliſhing the validity of 'the elec- 
tions, had never given oetaſton for the 
lighteſt difficulty in any former Aſſembly 
of che States- General, in whatever manner 
i had been performed, for not any of the 
''thite' Orders had ever been intereſted in the 
e 8 either 3 or 


in 
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, in common, But at a moment when the 
t queſtion of voting individually or by Orders, 
left undecided by the Government, agitated 
. every mind; when the greateſt intereſt and 
k moſt ardent wiſh of the Tiers Etat were to 
. eſtabliſh the mode of voting individually, it 
: was evident that they would obſtinately re- 
Y fiſt whatever might be conſidered as an ac- 
L 
| 


quieſcence in the mode of deliberation by 
Orders ; in ſupport of which, on the other 
hand, it was natural that the Clergy and 
Nobility ſhould ſtrain every nerve. 


If Mr. Necker, who from the month of 
4 December preceding had thrown out this 
; apple of diſcord by his Report to the Coun- 
1 cil, had foreſeen the effects of it, he would 
doubtleſs have endeavoured to prevent the 
; ſcandalous diſſenſions and animoſity which 
ö the verification of the powers created among 
: the Orders, and the conſequences of which 
. have proved ſo fatal. Good ſenſe ſhould 

have indicated the only alternative left. To 
by the King, who had empowered the Nation 
. to ſend a certain number of Deputies to him 
; for the purpoſe of compoſing the Aſſembly 
| of the States-General, unqueſtionably be- 
longed the right of regulating the form to 
+ be uſed in verifying the powers and ap- 
| | 9 4 * 
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pointment of ſuch as preſented themſelves 
to him as Deputies, who till their qualifiea- 
tlons were legally proved: could only be con- 
ſidered by his Majeſty as ſimple indivi- 
duals. Now, it is evident chat this indiſ- 
penſable ceremony could only be performed 
by Committees of the Council, becauſe it 
was in the Council that the conditions and 
forms which were to be obſerved at the elec- 
tions had deen diſcuſſed and decreed, and 
conſequently to them it belonged to deter- 
mine w whether thoſe had been eluded or 
complied with; a determination to which 
none of the Deputies were competent, be- 
caufe there was not one who, before the 

verification of his own powers, was qua- | 
lified to verify thoſe of others. The ve- 
'rification ought to have been tranſacted pre- 
viouſly to the opening of the States-General, 
in order that none might have been admit- 
ted to that Aſſembly but Deputies! whoſe 
titles, which were in fa& their eredentials, 
ſhould have been judged valid. To have 
accelerated the buſineſs, it might have been 
referred to one or more Committees of the 
Council appointed for that purpoſe; and to 
theſe might have been added gradually an 


 6qual number of the deputies of | the! three 
1 0 O 1 
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Orders, as their powers were verified. It 
is true that, to have adopted this form be- 
fore the opening of the States - General, 
it would have been neceſſary to have de- 
clared it in the letters of convocation: hut 
had the King, even on the day of open- 
ing, obſerved in his Speech, that the veriſi- 7 
cation of powers was a neceflary prelimi- | 
nary to all deliberation in the States-Gene- 
ral; and had he directed that the Deputies 
ſhould deliver their titles to the Keeper of 
the Seals, in order to be verified by Com- 
mittees of the Council, no one would have 
queſtioned the regularity! or the wiſdom of 
ſuch an order, and it would have been exe- 
cuted without oppoſition. But Mr; Necker, 
leſs attentive to preſerve the lawful authority 
of the King than not to eneroach upon 
*the powers which his ignorance ſuppoſed 
inherent in the States-General, or with which 
it was a part of his plan to inveſt them, 
did not dare, or did not en to: adopt 
either of | thoſe meaſures. Us 1 
The diſcuſſions and ee 0 on by 
the electors of Paris, in drawing up their 
inſtructions, conſumed ſo much time; that 
the States-General opened without the Re- 
preſentatives of the capital. Not one of 


\ 


"8 
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the Orders had yet nominated its Deputies, 
The elections of the Order of the Clergy | 
were not concluded before the evening of 
the 5th of May; thoſe of the Order of the 
Nobility not till the 10th, and thoſe of the 
Tiers Etat not till the giſt, But what was 
more remarkable was, that the electors of 
ttthis laſt Order, whoſe commiſſion, like that 
af all the electors throughout the kingdom, 
was limited to drawing up inſtructions and 
appointing Deputies, arrogated, upon their 
own authority, the moſt extraordinary pow. 
er, without either the Government or States- 
General making the leaſt oppoſition to it. 
Thus, giving the ſignal, and ſetting an ex- 
ample of anarchy to all France, the Repre- 
ſentatives of the capital prepared the way 
for the Revolution in which it was to take 
the chief part. The firſt trial of their power 
made by the electors of Paris, was directed 
. againſt a decree of the Council for ſuppreſs- 
ing an inflammatory Journal publiſhed by 
Count Mirabeau. The inſolent and ridicu- 
lous reſolution they entered into upon that 
occafion is worthy of being recorded, as a 
monument of the frenzy by which the 
minds of people were at that time miſled-· 
May 8, 1789. The n the 
| 111 | Tiers 
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the States-General, No. 1, and prohibits 
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Tiers Etat of the'city'of Paris unanimouſly 
proteſt againſt the Ad of the Council of the 
1th inſtant, which ſuppreſſes the Journal of 


the continuation of it under a penalty de- 


nounced againſt the printer; nevertheleſs, 
the Aſſembly do not hereby mean ru wh 


approve or cenſure the faid Journal. 


They proteſt againſt it, dente this 
Act of the Council is an attack upon Pub- 


lic Liberty at a moment in which it is moſt 


precious to the Nation; becauſe it is inju- 
rious to the Liberty of the 'Preſs, claimed 


throughout France; becauſe it infringes up- 


on it at a juncture when the Nation, who 
have their eyes fixed upon their Repreſenta- 
tives, have the greateſt need of knowing all 


the deliberations of the great Aſſembly in 


which their rights, RP —_ n to 
ung Are diſcuſſed. 


«© Becauſe this AR, proceeding fridak the . 
c at the very time that the States 
free and general were aſſembled, decides a 
queſtion; which was reſerved for them by 
the King himſelf, in the determination of 


the Council 2 the 27th of erden 


laſt. 7 erer n ih "3 \ 
a; Becauſe fnally, this Act leiste at 
the 


- 
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_ the: firſt moment of National Liberty, a po- 
licy and regulations which had been ſuſ⸗ 
pended by the wiſdom and goodneſs of the 
King; and, in conſequence, the Aſſembly 
of the Tiers Etat have unanimouſſy reſolved, 


that this Proteſt, which ſhall be ſigned by all 


he members preſent, and preſented for ſigna- 


ture to ſuch as ſhall come in afterwards, ſhall 


be carried to the Deputies of. the chamber of 
the Clergy, and to the Deputies of the cham- 
der of the Nobility ; and that they ſhall be 
invited to join with the Deputies of the 
chamber of the Tiers Etat, in order to ob- 
tain a repeal of the ſaid Act of the Coun- 
eil, and to procure for the States-General 
4 proviſional Liberty of the Preſs, and par- 
end that of printing all journals and pe- 
riodical papers containing the daily acts 
and deliberations of the ſaid States - Gene- 
ral, ſubject nevertheleſs to the puniſhments 
which may be inflicted . authors guilty 
of flander.” 0:90 919 I 16.015: 2700 
The Council did not 1 their. decree, 
"but. were afraid of enforeing it; and Count 
Mirabeau, emboldened by the protection 
his Journal had received in the name of the 
Tiers Etat, did not ene to ie lit 
under a differentetit le. 
Tedd The 
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The electors, proud of the ſucceſs of their 
firſt reſolution, very ſoon entered into a ſe- 
cond of a much: more ferious nature, and 
of which the conſequences have been very 
fatal. The only commiſſion with which 


they were charged being completed, by: the 8 


compoſition of the inſtructions and the no- 
mination” of the Deputies to the States. Ge- 
neral,” their Potbets were expired, and their 
aſſembly vittually⸗ diſſolved) but, inſtead of 
ſeparating, and returning t6 the common 
claſs of citizens, as all the electors of the 
kingdom had done, they reſolved, in the 
laſt of their legal meetings, that they ſhould 
continue to meet and to adjourn from time 
to time, as long as the States-General were 
ſiting, for the purpoſe; they ſaid, of giv- 
ing their Deputies fuch further inſtructions 
as the forced haſte of the operations of km 
Aſſembly had at reſerit prevented 
onde the Aﬀem mbly was fink to to 
the Wedneſday following, June 7. Mr. 
Necker—for to him alone muſt be imputed 
all the faults committed by the Miniſtry at 
this period—Mr. Necker, inſtead of call- 
ing forth the full cenſure of the Council 
againſt this reſolution, which ought imme- 
diately to have been reſcinded with the ſe- 


vereſt 


»-.  ANNALS OF THE . 


(Mar 156, 
vereſt reprehenſion, did not * to pay it 
the ſigheſt attention. The conſequence was, 
that, in about ſix weeks after, this permanent 
Aſſembly of electors were ſeen reigning over 
Paris wich ſovereign power; convening, 
by virtue of their reſolution,” new Aſſem- 
blies of Sections, and organizing with them 
the | moſt violent and general, inſurrection. 
| Authority can never ſafely overlook: any at- 
tempt made againſt it; nor in the depoſitaries 
of it can the pardon of ſuch attempts be an 
act of virtue. Diſdaining the lighter, or 
neglecting to puniſh them, i 1s an invitation to 
cottimit mote ; and they very ſoon multiply, 
and become ſo ſerious, that they annihilate 
the Government, which loſes the power to 
repreſs them. The almoſt ſudden diſſolu- 
tion of the moſt ancient and. powerful Mo- 
narchy of Europe has but too fully pores 
theſe melancholy truths. _ | 
While the weakneſs of the Council was 
thus leaving the authority . of the King to 
the firſt occupant, and the. example of the 
Paris electors was teaching the ſeditious 
with what impudence it might be braved, 
the Three Orders were till deliberating, in 

the moſt faſtidious debates, ſolely upon the 
verification. of the powers, and adhering 

2 | day 
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day after day, with greater obſtinacy, to the 
claims about-which they were divided. The 
conferences of the conciliatory Commiſſion- 
ers, who had been appointed at the inſtance 
of the Order of the Clergy, were waſted 


in harangues, or endleſs diſputes, and con- 


ciliated nothing. The Orders became mu- 
tually exaſperated-; and that of the Tiers 
Etat was already ſo firmly reſolved to liſten 
to no modification whatever upon the queſ- - 
tion of voting individually, that they would 
have conſidered. in à very ſuſpicious light 
any member among them who ſhould have 
given indication of. a different opinion, | 
It was under theſe circumſtances, that a 


deſire of preventing. ſtill more fatal innova- 


tions prompted M. Malouet, one of the De- 
puties of the Tiers Etat, to prepare an Ad- 
dreſs to the King, and a fketch of a Reſolu- 
tion or Declaration of the Commons, tend- 
ing to guaranty to the two firſt Orders the 
enjoyement of their legal property, and of 
their honorary prerogatives . He commu- 
nicated theſe two papers to che Abbe Sicyes, 
and . the een, both of "wage 


» See the alen of M. Maloeuets Opinion, 


ne 


page 50 vol. ili. 
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tion for eloquence and information, he had 
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he met at the houſe of Deſmeunier, one of 
their colleagues. Target thought it was an 
inconfiderate engagement to guaranty all the 
property of the Clergy and Nobility”; for 
the additional word legal was not a ſuffi- 
cient reſtriction in the eyes of that lawyer, 
who, by the way, at the very firſt Sitting 
of the States-General, loſt all the Teputas 


carried thither, and became perfectly ridi- 
cul6us for his oratorical bathos, puffing, and 
contorfions. The Abbe Sieyes, on the con- 
trary, was of opinion, that the guarantee 
of all property was but juſt, but he was 


againſt : any mention being made of the ho- 


norary prerogatives. What!“ Taid N. 
Malouet to him, have you any deſign of 
dh deſtroy ing the Nobility ?” He replied, 
„Ves, certainly. » Being aſked what were 
his 7 means, he anſwered . We ſhall ſee; 

an 'behoves us at leaſt to ſet the Aa us, 


* and what we cannot accompliſh our ſuc- 
<c ceffors may. M. Malouet having pre- | 


vailed on Target to adopt his“ plan of ad- 


dreſs by making ſome light corrections, 


and depending upon the majority of the 
Tiers Etat, not yet in the ſecret of the 


Abbe — s projets, propoſed, two days 
aftor, 


Mar 1789.) 


FRENCH REVOLUTION. 1 83 


after, a Declaration drawn up orf We 


ſame grouncks as” his Addrefs to the King 
which was very well received, and was 
going to be put to the vote, when Count 
Mirabeau obferved to the 'rhethbers | neat 
him, and ſpread” through the Aſſembly; 
that this Declaration was a Meſſage from 
the Palite.®" This hint inſtantly produced 
the effect intended by Mirabeau: the Tiers 
Etat rejected the | Declaration propoſed by 
M. Malbter, who from that moment be- 
came the object of a general diſtruſt, kept 
up conftaritly by freſh fabrications 
Count Mifrdbtau's ebnduct ofi this occa- 
fon was tlle confequenes of a pique that 
he had taken at an incident of which I:was 
informed at the time by M. Malouet who 
has ſince publiſhed the particulars of it in 
the“ . of; his Opinions printed 
in 1792. This anecdote is of too inter- 
eſting a nature 1 ſilence. 
It is thus related 1 ge . Maloned _ 


ſelf. un Si 


„ khew'M. de Mirabeau,” lays he, 
only by his character, from which I was 
greatly inclined to fhun him. We took 


” Vol. ik, The 
H dif. 


| Vol. I, 


—— 
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Adee fides fromthe rg Pittings of the 
c,ſpught 
for; by. him, when M. du Roverai,, With 
whom I was, acquainted at. Geneva, and who 
was then tat. Verſailles, told me from him, 


that he wiſhed Very. much to-.confer with 
me. + accepted an appointment at 
Raveraiis, where 1 found another perſon 


M. du 


from Geneva, a M. Dumons. This was 
in the end of May 1789. |My diſtruſt of 
M. de Mirabeau kept pace with my prepoſ- 
ſſeſßon againſt him. I conſidered him ag one 


of the meſt: dangerous innovators, and Was 


very much aſtoniſhed at; the manner in 


which: te aceoſted me. J haye been 
 #x&ankidus;': fajd- he, for an explanation 


og with» yo! becauſe -in-ſpite; of your mo» 
ai deration :I diſcover you to; be, a friend of 
he Liberty und'l am perhaps, mare flarmed 
+ thancyou at the ferment. I ſee in the minds 
Sof men, and at the. miſchiefz that, may 
low from it. I am nat a; perſon, to, fel 
« myſelf baſely to Deſpotiſm: I wiſh ory 


free but Monarchical Conſtitution. 
am not for ſhaking the Monarchy 3, and i 


£-meaſures be not ſpeedily taken, the WF 
bad heads, the great inexperience an 


. * arrogance which I perceive in our Aſſem- 


%® 


. 24 67 - bly, 
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« bly, and the. inconſiderate reſiſtance and 
provocation given by the two firſt Orders, 
make me fear as much as you that there 
« will be dreadful commotions;; I therefore 
addreſs. my ſelf to you as an honeſt man; You 
« are connected with Mr, Necker and M. de 
« Montmoring you muſt know ;theit inten- 
tions, and , whether they have a plan or 
« not. If they have a, reaſonable, plan, I 
« will ſupport. it. This declaration made a 
great impreſſion upon me, and it was ſuffi- 
3 rational for me to believe i it ſincere: 
Mirabeau intellects were ſound; he did 
not chooſe, miſchief for miſchief's ſake, Up- 
on ſeveral, i important queſtions, and particu- 
larly upon the: conſtitution of the Commons, 
in a National Aſſembly, bis opinions were 
ſeen to be Monarchical. al yielded to this 
explanation with, a kind of confidence : 1: 
cold him frankly, that 1 thought as he; did; 
that I had no doubt of the neceſſity for a 
plan of a reform, and of a. Conſtitution, that 
might ſatisfy, the reaſonable expectations of. 
the Nation but chat I: did not know, and 
very much doubted, . whether or not the 
Miniſters bad any determined Plan ;;; that 
the heſitatign J had perceived in them had; 
-- 1 vols dad. AS Lite 0 Alarmed: 
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would give great weight to that which he 


ö 
| 
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alarmed me as much as the arrogance of 
many of my colleagues. | 
Well,“ faid he, © will you propoſe 
© to them to ſee and"confer with me.“ 
I conſented, and informed Mr. Necker 
avd- M. de Montmorin of the reſult of my 
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converſation. I found them both extreme- 


ly averſe to any intereourſe with Mirabeau, 
from his immorality, his character, and 
the little confidence he merited. I con- 
tended againſt all theſe objections: I repre- 
ſented, that the man who with great Lon | 
lents announced honeſt views; who, not- 
withſtanding his immorality, did not appear 
to have yet engaged in any party, and 


ſhould embrace ; and who, far from offering 
himſelf to be a corrupt tool, explained 
himſelf in fuch a manner that it was im- 
poſſible to propoſe to him any fort of condi- 
tions, or fictitious part, deſerved to be heard. | 
It was agreed that Mr. Necker ſhould re- 
ceive him the next day, and the conference 
took place. But Mirabeau expected they 
would open themſelves to him, whereas 
they had only conſented to hear what he 
had to ſay. - He waited for the communica- 
tion of a plan, and it is probable they had 

TS * 
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not one to communicate. The conference | 
accordingly was dry arid ſhort: he went 


away diſcontented, and faid to me, as he 


came into the Hall, 7 go there no more, 


ut they ſhall hear of me; and he has been 
but too true to his word. There ended our 


intercourſe, and I was two years without 
ſpeaking to him.” 

This anecdote and the preceding one 
throw a great light upon the characters and 
views of the three members of the Tiers 
Etat, who at the beginning of the Revo - 
lution rendered themſelves moſt remarkable, 
each in his way, Mirabeau, Target, and 
the Abbt Siryer *; and alſo give an idea of 


the principles and conduct of M. Malouet, 


who diſtinguiſhed himſelf by his integrity, 
by his energy, and by talents generally ac- 
knowledged. The extravagance 'which he 
found in the opinions of both parties made 
him commit the fault of not entirely join- 
ing that whoſe principles came the neareſt 

to his own, and the fyſttm of neutrality 
which 'he adopted equally provoked the 
one and the other, The impartia} or 


moderate members with whom he joined, 


* Vide Appendix, No. 1. 
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accordingly reproaches and inſults have Þoc 
| heaped upon him from all ſides. But he 
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attempted i in vain. to create a third party ns | 
they could never obtain "conſequence above 


a petty cabal, becauſe ſuch always has been 
and always will be the fate of moderate or 
middling parties, in thoſe great political con. 
vulſions called Revolutions, which never of: 
fer but one alternative to all thoſe whom 
their ſituation forces to taxe a part. The) 


have but to chooſe between that of ſuppdrt- ö 
ing the Revolution with and in the manner 


of thoſe who are for it, -and that of oppoſ- 
ing it with and in the manner of thoſe 
who are againſt it: if they take a third, 


they neceſſarily haye the two others for ene, 


mies. This M. Malouet experienced: and 


neither can nor ought to be judged of, but by 
the opinions he has advanced, ſupported: ot 
oppaſed, either in tha Aſſembly of hit 
Bailiwick or in the States-General:;zoand:of 
which he has publiſhed a collection Some 
errors will doulfleſs be perceived; among 
them; for who. is he that, in thoſe times of 
efferyeſcenee and genen delirium, had not 
ſome to reproach himſelf with? but aniong 
them there will alſo be found repeated 
rock of his good faith, of the diſinter- 

i eſtedneſs 
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eſtedneſs of his Zeal, and of the e uprightnilſs 
of his intentions, 

At this penos ü there was but a very ſmall 
number of Deputies who foreſaw to what. 
length the fury of innovation would go, if 
haſte were not made to ſet bounds to it. The 
union of the Orders was urged, and declated 

openly throughout the kingdom, to be the 


| only means of publie fafety. © The beſt diſ- 


poſed Deputies of the Commons, thoſe who 
ſo ſoon after as the month of July, diſcover- 
ed the greateſt reluctance to the Revolution, 

did not heſitate to vote for that union; and 
M. Malouet, for having pointed out ſome 


inconveniencies that mi ight reſult from it; if 


it took place unconditionally, was from 


that moment ſtigmatized 48 an Enemy to 


tie Nation. He ſucceeded; however; in 

perſuading ſome of the more W 
of his colleagues, that the two higher Or 
ders of the State ought not to be expoſed to 
total deſtruction, which they would be by 
inſiſting upon the form of voting indi- 
vidually, before the lawful claims, the pro- 
perty, and eſſential prerogatives of the Clergy 


and Nobility were ſecured, Such was the 


ſpirit of his Addreſs, which was ſupport- 
ed by the wiſeſt men in the chamber of 


H 4 | the 
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equally diſapproved of by the partiſans of 
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the. Tiers Etat, and which would not. have 


been rejected by the majority, . had. the 
Clergy and Nobility accepted the conditions 
propoſed in it, previous to the union; but 
the efforts he made himſelf, and got others 
to make, upon this occaſion, among the two 
higher Orders, being attended with no ſuc- 
ceſs, Sicyes, Mirabeau, Barnave, and the 
other members of the Breton Club, oppoſed 
this plan, which thwarted their views ; and 
when the union took place, it was in ſuch a 
manner only as would ſuit them to an, 
the Clergy and Nobility. 6 
Although M. Malouzt's Addreſs was 


the ancient Conſtitution and the Democrats, 
it cannot be denied that, in the eircum. 
ſtances in which it was propoſed, it would 


he a aig fortunes amn bad it been 


e, 
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© CHAPTER III. 


New contiliatory Conferences—Their I * 
effcacy—Reſpeftive ConduB of the Tree 
Orders—Reſolution by which the Niers 
Etat conflitutes itſelf the National A 
| fembly— Oath — Another Reſolution of 
the Tiers Etat, in which the Word or- 
CREE is uſed for the firſt Time—Popular . 
Tumults excited againſt the two firſt Or- 
ders—Royal Sitting announced by Pro. 
clamation—The Tiers Etat afſemble in 
a Tennis- Court, in defiance of the — 4 
Order ati taten there A fingle De- 

Huty refuſes to fign—The Royal Sitting 
pofiponed till the 294 of Fune—The 

Tiers Etat affemble in the Church of St. 
Louis—Many Deputies of the Order of 
the Clergy and two or three Members of 
the Order of the IT yy the Tiers 
Au.. 


MEANWHILE the cities . 
ences, which the Commiſſioners of the 
Three Orders had at firft held among them- 

ſelves 


| 


—— 
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ſelves without any ſucceſs, were reſumed, 


by deſire of the King, at the houſe of the 


Keeper of the Seals, in preſence of the Mi. 
niſters, and of M. de la Michodiere, M. 
d'Ormeſſon, M. de Vidaud, M. de la Ga- 
4arfiere, Counſellors of State; and M. de 


Leffart; Maſter of the Requeſts, But they 
only ſerved to keep the Aſſembly from pro. 


ceeding to buſineſs without adyancing: the 


"eſtabliſhment of harmony among the Orders, 


or rather the unqualified acquieſcence of the 
two firſt in the claims of the Third; for 
that was the only means of conciliation to 


which the Tiers Etat would liſten, The 


conferences were finally. broken up on the 
8th'of June, Thus were the States-Gene- 
nal, that had been convoked to aſſiſt the 
King in the grand object of the regenera- 
tion of the kingdom, aſſembled for five 
weeks without being able to eſtabliſn the 


legality of their meeting. The Order of 
the Nobility alone proceeded with diſpatch 


in verifying the powers of their members; 
the Order of the Clergy never forſook the 
part of mediator ; and the Tiers Etat were 


planning the means of conſtituting them- 


ſelves an active Aſſembly, whether the other 
Orders conſented or refuſed to join them. 


I Accord: 
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Accordingly on the 10th of June it was re- 
ſolved, upon the motion of the Abbe 
Sieyes, that Deputies ſhould be ſent to the 
Orders of the Clergy: and Nobility, to re- 
queſt their attendance in the Hall of the 
States-General, to unite in ſubmitting to 
the common verification of the powers. This 
deputation was charged to declare to them 
at the ſame time, that the general call of 
all the Bailiwicks was going to be made in 
the Hall of the States, and that default 
would be ae urgge deer vw” eu 
tees. (010135 
| This Reſolution, which ein cloſed 

every channel of conciliation, had · no power 

to ſhake the Order of the Nobility; who 
had declared themſelves. legally conſtituted, 
and had already entered upon buſineſs rela- 
tive to the legiſlature, : to, the reform of 
abuſes, and other objects; but ĩt could not 
fail of making a great impreſſion upog the 
Order of the Clergy, compoſed as it was, 
in part, of pariſh. prieſts, by birth attached 
to the Tiers Etat; ſo that by. the: igth of 
June three of them went over to that Or- 
der in the Common-⸗Hall, and there pre- 
ſented their powers. The next day ſix more 
followed the * and a much greater 
number 
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to conſtitute therafelves ; or rather to aſſume 


of ha. Repreſentatives of the greateſt Part 


| his only regular one; or, The Aﬀeinbly of 
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number of them would have joined, had 
not the Tiers Etat themſelves preferted 
their remaining with their own OED 
ſupport their pay in it," , 571% 

finiſhed verifying the power af all their 
members, and the very next day proceeded 


ſome title or extraordinary - denomination; 
by which the multitude might be made to 
conſider them alone as inveſted with all the 
powers of the States-General, from the 
fingle circumſtance of the ſeparation of the 


other Orders. After much debating upon 


the grand queſtion of what name they were 


| 40 be called by; whether they ſhould take the 


denomination of Ihe Aſſembly of acknow- 


French Nation, as propoſed: by the Abbe 


Seeyes 3-07, The Aﬀevibly of the Peaple, an 
liggeſted:. by Mirabeau ; or, The Afﬀentbly 


of ' the: Nation, the ſmaller abſenting, 
which M. Mounter was Fe) of opinion was 


the Refteſtntatives ef the French Profile, 


which Rabat de St. Etienne thought ſuffi- 


cent 3 it uns at laſt determined, upon 'a 
1dmun = new 


lediged-and verified Repreſentatives of the | 


ILL. Son ad eat. 
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new motion of the "Abbe Sieyes, that the 
Aſſembly compoſed of the Deputies of the 
Tiers Etat ſhould take the title of THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, This famous re- 
ſolution, which was not adopted till the 
19th of June, was drawn W in the follow- 
ing terms: | 

The- Aſſembly, on Ct after 
concluding the verification of their pow- 
ers, find that this Meeting is already com- 
poſed of Repreſentatives directly returned 
by at leaſt ninety-ſix in a err of the 

Nation. 
. Repreſentative body of ſuch magui - é 
tude muſt not remain idle on account of the 
abſence of the Deputies of ſome Baili wic ks, 
or of ſome claſſes of citizens; for the ab- 
ſentees, who have been ſummoned, cannot 
prevent thoſe who have appeared from ex- 
ercifing all their rights, eſpecially when the 
exerciſe of thoſe rages is an as, r 
and preſſing duty. 

Moreover, as thoſe Repreſentatives 
only who have verifted can concur m 
forming the National Voice, and as every 
Repreſentative who has verified is to be 
found in this Aﬀembly, it neceſſarily fol · 
lows, that it belongs to them, and them 


alone, 
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alone, to 1 make known, the ges, 


neral will of the Nation. Norether Oham- 


ber. of -Deputjes,: fimply Preſumptive, can 
diminiſh the force of. their, deliherations; in 
ſhort, there · can exiſt between the Throne 
and this Aſſembly no negative power. 
3 Accordingly, the Aſſembly. declare, 
that the common work of National Reſto. 


ration can and, qught to be begun without 


delay by the Deputies. preſent, and that they 
ought, to go on without en gagn and 
without oppoſition. Jn ard 

The title of National Aembly is the 
only one ſuitable to the Aſſembly in the pre- 
ſent ate, of things, becauſe the members 
that compoſe-it are the only Repreſentatives, 


who have legally and publicly verified their, 


powers, ; becauſe they are directly returned 


by almoſt the whole body of the Nation 3. 
laſtly,.. becauſe; the National Repreſentation 


being one and indiviſible, none of the De- 


puties, from whatever claſs, choſen, have. 


any right to exerciſe their functions 096 
rately from the preſent Aſſembly. | 
The Aſſembly will never xelinquiſh 


the hope of being joined by. the Deputies. 


now abſent, nor ceaſe to call upon them to 


diſcharge the obligation they are under of 


lo. | CON= 
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concurring to hold the States-General: / 
they declare befotehand, that; if. the, abſent 
Deputies \hould, in the courfe of the Seſſions 


now about to be opened, preſent themſelves, 


they would receive them with open arms, 
and ſhare with them, after the yerification 


of their powers, the continuation of the la- 


bours for regenerating France. 7 41 


The. National Aſſembly. SN: 0 | 


the motives. of the preſent. determination 
ſhall be drawn up, in order to be preſenter 
to the King, and to the. Nation.” TE. 
After this Reſolution all the he 
ook the following Oath, the form of which 
was propoſed by Target: 
We promiſe and ſwear before- God, 
66 the Country, ,ang; the King, zealouſly to 
« diſcharge the duties With which we are 
2 entruſted. 72 $193 &  bofhrwogay? 
The Aſſembly, 838 no, dou . that 
this Oath, and the title they had. 8 
had inveſted them with all the National So- 
vereignty, or rather anxious to leave no 
time for its being doubted, haſtened to diſ- 
play and prove their power, by declaring all 
the exiſting modes of levying contributions 


to be illegal and null in their creations, ex- 
tenſions, and, ;Prerogatives 3. by authoriſing 


Pro- 
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; proviſionally the continuation of them, pre- 
ſcribing the time when they ſhould-ecaſe,; | 
and by giving the creditors of the State the 
ſecurity of the honour and faith of the 
French Nation. With this view, _ en· 
tered into the following Reſol ion 
The National Aſſembly, conſidering | 
that the firſt uſe which they ought to make 
of their powers, the exerciſe of which the 
Nation has recovered under the auſpices of 
a Monarch, who, judging the rights of a 
Nation to be the real glory of Kings; has 
placed his own on acknowledging thoſe of 
the French People, is to ſecure the wert 
of public adminiſtratin n 
Willing to prevent the difficulties that 
may obſtruct the levying of the contribu- 
tions; difficulties the more ſerious, as they 
are ſupported on a Conſtitutional and ever 
facred principle clearly acktiowled ged! by 
the King, and ſolemnly proclaimed in all 
the Aﬀemblies of the Nation, namely, the 
principle which allows of no levy of money, 
or contributions in the kingdom, without 
the expreſs conſent of the nag of 
the Nation; |. e och 
* Confidering, cat i in fact As chebu 
tions as they are at * gathered ehrough- 


out 


nue üs! FuxNe AV thin. 6g 


dut the kingdom, not having been granted 


by the Nation, are all illegal, and conſe: 


quently null in their Ereatiolis; extenſions, 


and prerogatives; o 
„PDC are, that they cl probiſion- 


ally for the Nation, that the impoſts and 


A although illegally eſtabliſhed 
gathered, ſhall continue to be levied inn 


© ae manner as they have hitherto been; 
until the day of the ſeparation of this Aſ- 


ſembly, in whatever manner _ Oy” be 
cauſed, and no longer. 
« Aſter which" day the National Aſſem- 


bly mean, and fekt, that all levies of im- 


poſts and contributions, , of whatever nature, 
which ſhalf not have been expreſsly; for- 
mally, and freely granted by the Nation, 
ſhall entirely ceaſe throughout all the pro- 
vinces of the kingdom, whatever be the 
form of cheir government. n 
„The Aﬀembly declare alſo, * as 
foon as they ſhall, in concett with his Ma- 
jeſty, have Ried the principles of the Na- 
tional regeneration, they will p "raceed to the 


examination and liquidation ue the public 


debt, giving the creditors of the State from 


this time ſecurity on the. honour and faith of 


the French Nation. 
Vor. I. ö * 5 As Laſtly, 5 
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.** Laſtly, the Aſſembly, now. conſtituted 


to tranſact buſineſs, find it one of cheir-firſ 


duties to inquire. into the cauſes that have 


produced the ſcarcity under which the pro- 
vinces are labouring, and to provide the 
means of remedying it in the moſt effec. 


tual and expeditious manner. Accordingly 


they reſolve; that a Committee ſhall be ap- 
pointed to proceed on that important bulineſs, 
and that his Majeſty ſhall be prayed to cauſe 
all the documents of which they may ſtand 


in need, to be laid before the ſaid Committee. 


The preſent Reſolution ſhall he.painged, 
and ſent into all the province. 


Theſe Reſolutions were no ſooner read 
4 5 the Hall reſounded with the cries of 


Vive le Roi from the members of the Af 


ſembly, and from the ſtrangers with whom 


the galleries were crowded. This was either | 
to make the People, whoſe fidelity was not 


yet ſhaken, believe. Hm: We Ann 


N a of ſeeing, were avid ring to the 
King, or to deceive his Majeſty.. hinafelf, 


and remove from, bis mind all diſtruſt of the 


intentions of the Tiers. at. Certain it is, 
- that, from the very.. beginning. .of the. Re- 
volution, the cry of Vive le Roi ſeemed to 
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be chiefly devoted to the purpoſe of ſigna- 


lizing every attack made upon the Royal au- 
thority. It is alſo to be remarked, that it was 


in the laſt of theſe Revolutions that the 'Aſ- 
ſembly for the firſt time employed the word 


decree: and it was not without meaning 


that they adopted that expreſſion, which 
having hitherto had no acception in the le- 
giſlative ſtyle, might be conſidered as more 
modeſt than the word ordain, and even as 
reſpectful” to the Royal prerogative. But 
from the verb to decree was immediately 
formed the | ſubſtantive Decree, which the 
Aſſembly gave as a title to all its deter- 
minations, and the ſenſe of which became 
progreſſively as unlimited as the power of 
thoſe who gave it its new acception. N 

The ringleaders who at the Sitting of 


the 17th of June had emboldened the Tiers-- 


Etat to make ſo very raſh a trial of the 


ſrength they derived from the double repre- 


ſentation, were too accute not to foreſee 
that ſo ſerious an attack upon the rights of 
the Clergy and Nobility, and upon the Royal 
authority itſelf, could not be ſupported but 
by extraordinary means. The ſureſt and 
moſt potent was the ſuccour of the popu- 
lace, who were already but too much difſ- - 
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to them, favoured the mancœuvres of the 


—— — 


r 
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poſed to protect, atrer their faſhion, the 
members of the Tiers-Etat, whom ther 
confidered as the defenders of their intereſts 
. againſt the other two Orders. Hence the 
| howlings and imprecations of that frantic 
multitude, who were at this juncture ſeen 
for ſome days ſurrounding the Halls of the | 
States ; hence the inſults and menaces di- 
_ rected not only againſt the principal meme 
bers of the two firſt Orders, but likewiſe, 
againſt thoſe of the Tiers. Etat who, becauſe 

| they were moderate, were conſidered as ſuſ- | 
picious. This temper was propagated And 
kept alive in the provinces, through nume- 
rous emiſſaries, by fabricated tales ſent to. 
| them from Verſailles and Paris. The Palais 
Royal was become the ordinary rendezvous 

of the ſeditious, where they publicly; preach- | 
ed murder, aflaflination, and the moſt atro- 
cious erimes, as ſo many acts of . patriotiſm. 
The ſilence of the Council, and their. imeſo- 
lution upon the different meaſures propoſed 


- Tiens-Etat in the Chambers of the Clergy 
and Nobility, where the new.. victories 
daily gained by them increaſed the agitation 


that prevailed, and eme an ren 
ing diviſon. in t G e. 
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| While things were in this ſtate, the fol: 
lowing Proclamation was made by the Hes 
ralds, on the goth of June; between ſeven 
and eight o'clock in the morning, in the 
ſtreets and croſs-ways of Verſailles : _ - © 

June goth. {By Order of the King.) 
The King having reſolved to hold a Royal 
Sitting in the States-General, on Monday 
next the 22d of June, tlie preparations to 
be made in the three Halls uſed by the Af 
ſemblies of the Orders make it 
that thoſe Aſſemblies ſhould be ſuſpended 
until after the ſaid Sitting. His Majeſty 


_ will give notice, by another Proclamation; 


of the hour of his going to the Aſſembly * 

the States on Monday.“ 
M. Bailly, the Preſident of the Tiers- 

Etat, had been made acquainted with the 


object of this Proclamation, by a private 


letter which was ſent to him by the Marquis 
de Breze at ſeven o'clock in the morning: 
and to which he replied,  *© that having re- 
ceived no orders from the King, and the Aſ- 
ſembly having been announced for eight 
o'clock, he ſhould: em where his 150 f 
called him.“ 5 
He repaired, eee by a 1 
number of the members of the Tiers- Etat, 
e 3 
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to the door of the Hall of the States, de- 
manded admiſſion; and on being refuſed by 
the officer ori guard, according to his or- 
ders, with which he acquainted him, he de- 
clared that he proteſted againſt ſuch orders, 
and that he ſhould give a report of them to 
the Aſſembly. To do this he had not far to 
go, as three-fourths of the deputies of the 
Tiers. Etat were already collected round him, 
or in the avenue leading to the Palace. There 
it was that, ſurrounded by an immenſe crowd 
of people, they declaimed in the moſt violent 
manner againſt this pretended act of De- 
ſpotiſm. The National Aſſembly is to be 
diſſolved, ſaid they, and the country to 
be plunged into the horrors of a civil war. 
Want reigns every where; every where the 
People ſee famine ſtaring them in the face. 
This we were about to put an end to, by 
rending the veil which covers the manœu- 
vres of the monopoliſts, the engroſſers, 
and the whole tribe of miſcreants. The 
Louises 11 and 19, the Nichelieus, the 
Mazarins, the Briennes, attacked with their 
deſpotiſm only individuals or ſmall bodies; 
but here it is the whole Nation that is made 
the _ of the whims of a deſpotie Mi- 
niſtry. * Let us meet upon the Place 
| d' Armes,“ 
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1 Armes faid one wf thoſe orators};'*«thaje 


we ſhall recall ſome of the nobleſt days of our 
hiſtory, the National Aſſemblies of the Field 
of May.“ Let us aſſemble in the gallery of 
the Palace,“. ſaid another; there we ſhall 
preſent a new ſight, by ſpeaking the language 
of Liberty, in that corrupt Hall, where a 
little while ſince the head of him who 
ſhould have uttered that ſacred word would 
have been devoted to the executioner.” 
% No, no; ſaid a third, let us Lk to 
Marli, and hold our Sitting on the Terrace: 
let the King hear us, he will come from his 
Palace, and will have nothing more to do 
than to place himſelf in the midſt of his 
People to hold the Royal Sitting.“ 
At the concluſion of theſe declamations, 
the ſole object of which was to alarm and 
exaſperate the People, the Aſſembly decided 
upon transferring their Sitting to the Tennis- 
Court, in the ſtreet called rue du Vieux - 


yerſailles. There M. Bailly read the letter 


which he had received from M. de Breze, 

and his anſwer to it; which he had ſcarcely 

done, when a ſecond letter from M. de 

Brez6 was put into his hands, the contents 
of which were as follows 

” 1 was by the King' $- poſitive order, 

| ty: 79 


ES 76 | ANNALS: or THE [urn s 


Sir, that I did myſelf the honour of writing 
to you this morning, to acquaint you that, 
his Majeſty purpoſing to hold a Royal Sit. 
ting on Monday, and ſome preparations be- 
ing requiſite in the three Halls of the Af. 
ſemblies of the Orders, it was his ins 
tention that no perſon ſhould be admitted 
into them, and that the Sittings ſhould be 
ſuſpended till after that to be . by * 
e . 
as hearing this AY read, ſoma 3 
piacs cried out, that the Marquis de Brei 
was guilty of treaſon. againſt the country, 
and that he ſhould be impeached of that 
crime, if he did not produce, in his _ 
the Order written by the King's hand. 
M. Bailly then roſe, and, after emen 
ly lamenting the melancholy fate which 
ſeemed to threaten the National Aſſerubly, 
propoſed that they ſhould conſider what part 
it was proper to take under ſuch difficult 
' — ; and this conſideratiqn w 
ſucceeded by the following  refalution, 
moved by M. e who was convinced, 
as were the greater part of his calleaques, 
that it was the deſign of the g to 9 55 
ſolve the States - General: | 
. The National Aſſembly, e 
that 


I Eva „ꝗ — — 
. 
. 


Court-Oath, was taken with the higheſt 
| tranſports of enthuſiaſm, firſt by M. Bai/ly 


and the Secretaries, and then by all the 
members of the Aſſembly: at the ſame. 
time the cry of Vive le Roi reſounded 

through. 
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that, being called upon to ſettle the Conſtitu 
tion of the Kingdom, to effect the regenera- 
tion of publie order, and to ſupport the true 
principles of the Monarchy, nothing ſhould 


prevent them from continuing their delibera- 


tions, and completing the important work 
for which they were convened ; and alſo 


conſidering that in whatever place they may 


be forced to hold their Sittings ; or in ſhort, 
wherever its members ſhall meet, there they 
are the National Aſſembly ; reſolve, that all 
the members of this Aſſembly ſhall inſtantly 
take a ſolemn” oath not to ſeparate finally, but 
to meet, wherever circumſtances may make 
it requiſite, until the Conſtitution of the 
Kingdom, and the regeneration of public or- 
der be eftabliſhed and firmly ſettled upon ſo- 
lid foundations; and that after this oath has 
been taken by all its members, and they indi- 
vidually ſhall all and every of them, by their 
ſignatures, confirm their immoveable Re- 


ſolution,? 


This famaus oath, rs called the "Fernie. 
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through the Hall, and was 're-echoed from . | 


his | ſiſter-in-law who was  indiſpoſed at 


the ftreets and from the windows: ws buy 
adjoining houſes. 

One Deputy alone, whoſe name Pans 
to be tranſmitted to poſterity, M. Martin 


d Auch, a Deputy from Caſtelnaudary, had 


the courage obſtinately to . his" _ 


ture to the oath. 


At this critical moment, which was certainly 
ſufficiently ſerious to engage all the attention 


of the Miniſters, as the fate of the Monarchy 
hung upon it, and as the ſlighteſt fault, the 


leaſt negligence on their part, would be 


enough to ruin the State; Mr. Necker, whoſe 
vanity and ignorance had created this dan- 


ger, leſt the King at Marli, to go and ſee 


Paris; or, rather, ſuch was the pretence with 
which he endeavoured” to conceal the pique 
he took at ſome ſlight corrections made in 
his plans of Declarations: for the Royal. Sit- 
ting, although the corrections were not 


adopted by the King without the advice of 


his- Council, to which Monſieur, the Count 
d Artois, and ſeveral | Counſellors of State, 

had been ſummoned for the occaſion. . Eke 
As the framing theſe Declarations over 
again, and the EP that were to-be 
| made 
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of thg' three Orders, 


made at the Halls of 
could not be finiſhed fo ſoon as Monday 


the 22d, a new Proclamation was made 
by the, Heralds, announcing that the Roy- = _ 
al Sitting appointed for that day was fixed 
for the next, at ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and inviting the Deputies to the 
States- General to attend. M. Bailly was 


appriſed of it on Sunday, by a letter from 
the King, which the Marquis de Brez# was 


charged to forward to him, and the very 
addreſs of which was an indication that his 
Majeſty did not, approve of the Reſolutions 
of the 17th of June; for, inſtead of the title 


of Preſident. of the National Afſembly, be- 


| ſtowed by thoſe Reſolutions on M. Bailiy, 
the King gave him ſimply that of Prefident 


of the Order of the Tiers-Etat. 5 
Notwithſtanding this letter, M. Bailly 


repaired the next morning. at the head of the 


Deputies of the . Tiers- Etat to the Tennis- 
Court, which by that time was nearly filled 


with the people, drawn thither by the de- 
ſire of being witneſs to ſo ſolemn an act of 
diſobedience. It was certainly a ſight ſuffi- 


ciently novel to excite their curioſity. This 
Sitting, however, was not held at the Ten- 
nis-Court; either becauſe the Hall (a part of 


it 


' 
| 
U 
j 
0 


= © ARNALS- or run [ves 150, 
it being already occupied by the crowd) | 


was” not large enough to contain at once 


the repreſenting and repreſented, or berauſe 
the ringleaders, who had the greateſt influ. | 


thee in the Tiers. Etat, flattered themſelves 
that they ſhould affect the People more pow. 

etfully , and exaſperate them more and moe 
againſt the other two Orders, and apainſt 
the Minifters, by letting them ſee the Na. 
tional Aﬀembly wandering from ſtrtet to 


ſttect, in ſearch of 4 place to ate their | 


deliberations. | 
The Tiers: E tat, leaving 9 Tennis- 
Court, repaired to the Franciſean Convent; 


and Jefited perniiſſion to aſſemble in their 


church; but the good monks, who were 
living on the King's bounty, replied,” that 
they could not pofſibly conſent that an Aſ. 
ſembly in oppoſition to his Majeſty s orders 


ſhould be held at their houſe.” The Deputies, | 


diſappointed at this anſwer, denounced ven 


geance, and betook themſelves again to the 
door of the Hall of the States, where they 


were refuſed admiffion by the ſentinel. 
They then proceeded without heſitation. 
to the church of St. Louis, which they en · 
tered without any difficulty, as if the plan 


had been * concerted ; and it is 
more 
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more than probable that this-precauzign had 
not been negleQed. They ranged themielves 
in the nave of the church, and eammeneed 


their operations, by, tendering the qath den 
creed at the firſt, Sitting in the Tennis 


Court, to thoſe Deputies who. had been ab- 
ſent from that Sitting. At this time the 


Biſfop: of Chartres and many Neguties af 
the Clergy. afſembled in the chair of the 


fame church, and deputed eight af their 


members to the Tiors- Etat, ta inquire if 
they were willing to allow the Clergy their 
uſual precedency. The reply to this .depu- 
tation was That the National Afﬀembly 
reſpected the rights of the firſt Order of the 
State, and chat, far from attacking the ho- 


nours due to them, they would be the fore- 


moſt to defend them. At the ſame time 
it was obſerved: to thoſe Deputies, that the 


ſeats placed on the right. of the Preſident. - | 


were reſerved for the Clergy;—a ftriking in- 
dication that all this ſcene had been previ- 


ouſly concerted. 
On this aſſurance, the Biſhop 'of 


Chartres, who was at the head of the de- 


putation, opened the doors of the ehoir ; 
when the members of the Clergy, coming 


forward placed themſelves at the right of 


; VF 25 the 


8 


| 
4 


j 
| 
| 


82 AxxALSs or THE- [Joxs 1589, 


the Preſident, and announced that they at- 
tended in the National Aſſembly, for the 
purpoſe of verifying the powers; and laying 
theirs upon the table, ſixteen of their 
members were immediately appointed on 
the Committee of verification . The joy 
produced by this coalition broke out into 
long acclamations of applauſe, ſtill accom- 
panied with the cries of Vive le Roi. 
Towards the end of this Sitting two: or 
three Deputies of the Nobility alſo came in, 
preſented their powers, and were well re- 
ceived. They were conſidered as the 1 755 
runners of the 1 r of their an, 
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0 This fiep, as 3 as 1 15 
aal unſanctioned by the Order of the Clergy, who, 
according to the King's command, had ſuſpended their 
Sittings fince the goth of June, but was alſo entire- 
y unknown to them, and was the effect of the intrigues 
and clandeſtine. manceuvres of the Faction to create a 
diviſion between the two firſt Orders. Ae 
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dience to has. Orders—The Tiers. Etat, 
excited to di ſobedience by Mirabeau, con- 
tinue ſitting—Anſwer made by them to 
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CHAPTER. N.. 


Royal Sitting of the 23d o June 1 789 
The King's Speech — Ine Orders of the 


Clergy and Nobility leave the Aſſembly 
immediately after the King, and in obe- 


the Grand Maſter of the Ceremonies 
They confirm the Reſolutions juſt annul- 
led by the King, and declare their Per- 


ſons inviolabie Speech of, the Abbe 


Sieyes, and the Reſolution it produced 
Weakneſs of the Council in this Circum- 


Nance Ie Meaſures they ſhould have 


adoßteu— Ihe Archbiſhop of Paris pelted 
with Stones by the Mo —is reſcued 2 the 
Tr Sands: EY 


Tr next day at ten o'clock i in che morn- 
ing, the Deputies of the three Orders re- 


N to the door of, Us Hall of the States- 


| General, 
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General, as directed in the King's Procla: 
mation made the evening before. The ad- 
joining ſtreets and grand avenue were lined 
with large detachments of the French and 
Swiſs Guards, and of the Guards of the 
Provoſt Marſhal's Court (ia Prevdtzs). Se- 
veral parties of the Marechauſſee ſtationed 


> about the building of the States-General 
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diſperſed the crowds that were gathering, 
and prevented a mob. The twelve hun- 
dred Deputies not being able to enter all 
at once, thoſe of the Clergy were uſher- 
ed in firſt, then thoſe of the Nobility, 
and laſtly thoſe of the Tiers-Kiat; who 
were the more out of humour at this cere 
mony, as a heavy rain was falling at the 
time. A large room, however, had been 
run up with boards, at the principal entry, 
where - Ne all met to wait ES 
80 in. 
As dm the Deputies wanted the 
King made his entrance, attended by the 
Princes, Peers, great Officers, and” retinue | 
uſually diſplayed on grand occaſions. The 
moment he appeared, all the Deputies took 
off their hats and roſe, He ſeated himſelf 
upon the Throne, having the Clergy on his 
right, and the 1 on his left; the re- 
mainder 


% |} 
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mainder of the benchet on both ſides, down 
to the door oppoſite ta- him was occupied 
by the Tiers. Etat. Ih the middle of the 
| Hall were the King at Arms and his four 
Heralds. The Miniſters were ſeated on 
ſtools round a table, at the foot of the plat- 
form which ſupported the Throne: one of 
theſe ſtools" remaining empty drew the at- 
tention of the members of the Tiers Etat; 
and ſeemed to affect them deeply —it was 
the one that had been deſtined for Mr. 
Necker, This Miniſter had the inſolence to 
be abſent from this Sitting without previ- , 
ouſly informing the King of his intention; 
and by his perſidious arrogance this im- 
portant meaſure, which he had himſelf pro- 
poſed and judged indiſpenſable, was render- 
ed a thouſand times more jan: than | 
uſefuul. 

The cries of Five le Roi, which is 
companied his Majeſty from the Palace, 
were reiterated in the Aſſembly when the 
King entered—but only by the Clergy and 
Nobility, - for ning is e NOI a 
dead ſilence. 

A e King — whoa! his feat | 
pen the Throne, the Deputies of the three 
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Orders fat down all at Ode, without waiting, 
according to the ancient form, for his Ma 
jeſty's permiſſion to db ſo. At this ſolemn 


Sitting, rendered memorable on the one hand 
by the weaknefs and ertotz of the Gqyem 


ment, ant, on the other, by the audacity and 


encroachments of ſeditious men; the King 
made three Speeches, which ought; to be 


preſerved is ſo many monuments of the 
purity of his intentions, und of his pater- 
— tft the Se He began, as 
TON: 2633. P11 Mit 4 RSA 
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GE ey When I determined 0 Gl 7 toge- | 
cher; when . furmbunted all the difficulties 


with which your convocation was attended ; 
when L anticipated, as I may ſay, the, . 
of the Nation, by manifeſting how much 


I would do to make them happy. I thought 


I had dont all in n the gane 
my People. 


ai emed as 15 nothing mak hot 


bor you to complete the work I had begun; 
and the Nation have been impatiently. ayait- 


ing the moment, when, through the concur- 


rence of the beneficent views of their Sover 
0b 5 gn 
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States-General after ſo long an 
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reign and the enlightened zeal of theit Re- 
preſentatives, they might enjoy the proſpe- 
1 which ſuch an union ſhould produce; ' 

The States: General have been opened 
nearly for two months; and they have not 
yet been able to ſettle the. preliminaries of 
their proceedings. A perfect good under - 


ſtanding ought to have ſprung from the love 


of your country alone, whereas a deplora- 
ble diviſton ſpreads alarm through every 


mind. I will believe, and 1 have pleaſure 


in thinking, that the French are not altered; 
but to avoid throwing reproach upon any 
of you, I -confider*that the rene wal of the 
an interval, the 
agitation which preceded it, the object of 
this convocation, ſo different from that for 
which your aneeſtors were aſſembled, the 
reſtrictions in the powers, and' feveral other 
circuntatices, have una voidably led to 6ppo- 
ſition, diſputes, and exorbitant claims. 

„It is a duty I owe my kingdom in ge- 


nenl, it is a duty Lowe myſelf, to put an 


end to theſe deplorable diviſions Fand for 
that purpoſe, Gentlemen, it is that I have 
gain called you to meet me. As che con- 
mon Father of all my ſubjects, as the De- 
fender of the laws of my —— I am 

K 2 come 
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other meaſure: of public good which: ſhall b 
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come to point out cheir true ſpirit, and to 


repreſs the attempts N may Have been | 


made. againſt! Wort aint me dovi ditt y h 


45. Bubba, fine; eſtabliſhing 


ny the reſpective rights of the; diferen 
Orders, I expect, from the zeal. of the two 


firſt Orders for their country—l expect, from 


their attachment to my perſfon—T expect, 
from the knowledge they have of the ur- 
gencies of the State, that, in matters which 
regard the general weal, they will be the 
firſt to propoſe a union of deliberation and 
2 which, I conſider as neceſſary at 
the preſent; -crifis,; on which the welfare of 
ns 16 he > 130! 19% 


000 tha Miniſters 5 * ths De- 
ere which I have inſerted in the Ap- 


pendix to the Firſt Volume of my Private 


Memoirs, page 223 after e 


ee e 


* It is alſo, ds Saad is 
the ſevIta advantages I grant to my people 
ſhould be laid before you. But this is not to 
circumſeribe your zeal within the circle 1 
trace ; for I-ſhall adopt with pleaſure every 
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propoſed by the Statbs⸗ General- 1 may ſay, 
without flattering myſelf, that no King has 
ever done ſo much for any Nation; but what 

other Nation has ever better deſerved it by 
their affectionate loyulty than the Freneh'? 1 

will not ſeruple to ſay, that thoſe who by 
exorbitant claims, or ill timed cavils, ſhould 


ſtill protract the effect of my paternal in- 


tentions, would render themſelves ed 
of beng wie e re N 


. * A 
N. 14 f if: — 1 l N ” 


This Spesch v Was followed by the reading 
of the ſecond Declaration, alſo inſerted in 
the Appendix to the Firſt Volume *. 59 
Private Memoirs, page 965. ebe 

80 prejicletvere the Sa Arete 
was addrefied, that this generous Declara- 
tion, which inſured the ſucceſs of every 
uſeful project that could be propoſed, and 
which granted more than could have been 
expected, more than was demanded by the 
majority of the Inſtructions, a in gene- 
ral coldly received. It might have been 
ſuſpectod that the Aſſembly were jealous 
that the King had left them ſo little to de 
for the happineſs of the Nation ; eſpe peeially 
the Tiers Etat, he, firice the Fad 

Kg. flight 
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flight chey had taken at the Sittings held in the 
Tennis- Court, and in the church of &. Louis, 
eonſidered themſelves as ſovereign moderator 
9 ſole arbiters of the deſtiny of France. 
After a profound ſilence of forme: mo- 
anti which followed the reading of this 
fecond Declaration, the King n 
15 erde eg TOY nen, F 
40 "Van have now. :Gartlanttn, inal the 
reſult of my intentions and my views. They 
are conſonant with the lively deſire I feet of 
reſtoring public proſperity i and if by ſome 
fatality, unthought of by me, you ſhould 
deſert me in ſq'{glorious an undertaking, 
alone L will lahous for my People's god 
alone will conſider myſelf, as their real Re- 
preſentative and as I know the  jnſtruc- 
tions you haye receiyed as I know the per · 
fect concordi exiſting between the moſt ge⸗ 
_neral., wiſh, of the Nation and my n 
well · inclined intentions, Li ſhall feel all che 
confidence that muſt flo y from ſo; uneom- 
mon a harmony and proceed towards dhe 
qbject I am Junxigus to attain, with the 
E firmneſs. it muſt inſpire : 
af Kelp, Gentlemen, that nene of \your 
ark © A | "M lans, 
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mand the Grand Maſter f the Ceremonies 
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plans, none of your Reſolutions, can ac- 
quire the force of law, without my ſpecial 
concurrence. Thus am I the natural ſup- 
porter of your reſpeRtive rights, and all the 
Orders of the State may rely upon my in. 
violable impartiality. Any diſtruſt on your 
part would be great injuſtice,. haye my- 
ſelf hitherto done every thing for the hap- 
pineſs of my People ; and it is perhaps rare, 
that the only ambition of a Sovereign 
ſhould be to prevail upon his ſubjects. to 
agree at laſt, and accept his fayours. 
„ I command you, Gentlemen, no- ip 
ſeparate, and, to repair to-morrow morning 
each to the chamber appropriated to his Or- 
der, there to reſume - your Sittings. Icom. 


io fee-the Hals  pregarediageagdinghy.” 
$35 11150: 


Whey 45 M — 19 the 


King deſcended from the 'Thioneg and left 


the Hall, 'followed by the Wine wen had 
attended him thither, - Tha populace that 
crowded the Courts af the Palace, reſtaain- 
ed no doubt by the emilſaricy of the Aſ- | 
ſembly, kept, for the. firſt time, the moſt. 


bee filenge as his Majeſty paſſed and 
K 4 the 


more d than eyer of the love of his 
fubjects, and of the acelamations by which 
it was 'uftally expreſſed, was khat choſen 


by od ppp ud rob" tne i of”: this 
: homage, | OT ROT eee, 


After le Kivg had left On Hal; almoſt | 
all the Biſhops; ſome Prieſts, and the greater 
part of the Nobility; retired, in obedience 
to' the command with which the King con- 
cluded his Speech. The reſt of the Depu- 
ties remained in their places, at a/loſs what 


part to take; they looked at one another, as 


if waiting for a leading opinion to put an 
end to this ſtate of irreſolution. The im- 
preſſion which the ſecond Declaration and 


the King's Speceh had made on ſeveral of 


them, was upon the point of carrying it; 
a movement almoſt general throughout the 
Hall intimated an intention to obey; and 
to accept: the means of conciliation an- 
nounced by his Majeſty; but Mirabeau, 
juſtly fearing that a conduct ſo prudent, and 
ſo proper in all reſpects, would leave him on- 


lya part to play with which his ambitious 


and turbulent ſpirit could not be ſatisfied, | 
1 in an —— * the diſpoſi-* 


tion 
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don of the Aſſembiy by the following 
Speech: Gentlemen, I confeſs that 
what you have juſt heard might be for 
the welfare of the country, if the gifts of 
Deſpotiſm were not always dangerous. 
Why this dictatorial language, this train of 
arms, this violation of the National Tem- 
ple, to command you to be happy? Who 
gives you the command? Vour Vicegerent. 
Who makes imperious laws for you? Your | 
Vicegerent : he who ſhoyld receive them from 
you; from us, Gentlemen, who are inveſted 
with a political and inviolable ſupremacy; 
from us, to whom alone twenty - five mil- 
lions of men axe looking for certain happi- | 
neſs, as it muſt be granted, given, and re- 
ceived by all. But the freedom of your de- 
bates is fettered z a military force ęncircles 


the States. Where are the enemies of tbe 


Nation? Is Catiline at qur gates? I inſiſt 
that, arming yourſelves with your dignity 


and your legiſlative authority, you recollecFe 


the religious force of your oath ; an oath that 
does not ſuffer you = eee 
have eſtabliſhed the Conſtitution.” 

This harangue, or rather this en 


ſeditious flouriſh, delivered. with the moſt 
; — 


WW 
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emphntic vekemence; miſted the! | Deputies, 
became warm and irritated, as if the 
King, lg bad 6nly adjourned the 'Sittings 
till the next 'mojning in order to give the 
workmen time to put the Hall into a pro. 
per ſtate,” had really diſſolved the Aſſembly, 
But it was the height of effrontery and ab. 
furdity to call on the Tennis-Court Oatk to 
ſanction diſobedience and revolt, as a reli; 
gious duty, as if that Oath had not juſt been 
rohomeed null, and as if it had bound the 
Aﬀembly to the ridiculous obligation of 
— che e e yk | 
tin; 
4 The Marquis 4 Brest en finding cher p 
was made a queſtion whether the orders, with 
the execution of - which he was charged 
modi de bbeyed or not, advanced into the 
middk of the Hall, and ſaid a few wordt 
Which were not heard. Louder!“ 
« louder} was cried on every ſide. He 
then faid; in a more eonfident tone, · Gen- 
tlemen, you have . wy wy inten. 
tioos. 22 11 
Ves, Sir, replied Mirabeau, — 
heard the intentions which have been ſuggeſt- 
1 d/o the King; and you, who cannot be his 


organ 
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organ in the States — 

here neither ſeat nor voice, nor right to 
ſpeak, have no buſineſs to put us in mind 
of his Speech. However, to avoid all am- 
biguity and procraſtination, I. declare, that 
if you have been commiſſioned to turn us 
out of this place, vou muſt go get orders tao 


employ: force: for: we will not quit our 


ſeats unleſs ee at ihe deen the 


bayonet. i l mi0god 05 


A great number af the Deputice e 0 


together, *« Yes l yes nothing but ſorce 
can drive N 1 Fenn en 


mined,” 

M, Bailly qſcinring his the r 
Brezt was not. fatisfied with this anſwer, 
and ſuppoſing, no doubt, that he only 
waited to be informed of the intentions of 
the Aſſembly in a. more regular manner, 
thus addreſſed him in his official capacity of 
Prefident ;—* The Aſſembly reſolved yeſter. 
day that they would continue to fit after the 
Royal Sitting: I can make no change in that 
NN it Na be diſcuſſed Gn Af. 


ſembly. ail Ci tit 2{doa n3 


It was not true . Fitrs Blat had 
e into ſuch a' Reſolution a — bes , 


fore. 


u, who have 


( 
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fore. Mirabeay-would not have failed to ad. 
duce it, had it been fo, |. Thus à very groſs 


falſehood was all the pretence made by the Aſ. 


embly for diſobeying the orders of the King. 
Am l, Sir,” faid the Marquis de Breze, 
« to carry this anſwer to the gy”; 2 
Sir,” replied; the Preſident. 3 40 200 
The Marquis de Brezi 8 gone, the 
Aſſembly had no buſineſs more preſſing, than 


to confirm all the Reſolutions it had- taken 


previous to that day, and eſpecially the one 
adopted at the Tennis-Court, in ſpite of 
the Declaration by which it had juſt been 


pronounced null. Camus, one of the Depu · 


ties; maintained, that the King's order cbuld 
be. confidered only as a mere act of the 
Council's, and conſequently that no ſcruple 
ſhould be made in diſobeying it. 
Mirabeau, who had been the firſt to ex · 
cite the Aſſembly to rebel againſt the King, 


fearing he ſhould likewiſe be the firſt 


brought to account, now exclaimed, with 
infinitely more hypocriſy and fear than 
with real enthuſiaſm . Bleſſed be Liberty 


for ripening ſuch noble fruit in the National 


Aſſemblyl Let us enſure our work by de- 
Ne the n of the e to the 
states. 


* * ds * et N „ — 
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and to liberty, the National Aſſembly x- 
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States-General inviolable. - This is no ma ni 
feſtation of fear; it is to act with prudenet: 
it is to bridle the violent counſels that be. 


ſiege the Throne.“ This propoſition was 


— with eeſtacy, and the diſcuſſion it 
produced was ſoon ating with the nn. 


ing nen t 7 | 


« Conſidering! a Lt of ibs 
the freedom of ſpeech; and the right of each 


Deputy to the States-General to inquire in- 
to, cenſure, and denounce, every kind of 


abuſe and impediment to public happineſs 


SOLVE, That the perſon of each Deputy is 
inviolable ] and that every perſon, Whether 
public: or private, every corporation, court, 
or commiſſion - whatſoever, that ſhall, dur- 
ing or after the preſent Seſſion, reproach, 
call to account; or | cauſe to be called to ac- 
count, ill. treat, or cauſe to be ill-treated, 


arreſt; - or cauſe to be "arreſted, detain, or 


cauſe to be detained, ay Dogon or perſons of 
one or more Deputies, for any propoſition, 
advice, opinion, or ſpeech, advanced, given, 


or made by him or them, in or to the States - 
General, or in any of their official Aſſem- 


blies or eee be deemed infa- 


mous, 


* 


| inous, and traitors. to their c 


Aſſembly ſhall uſe all. neceſſary means to 
cauſe thoſe who ſhall be the autliors, inſtiga: 
tors, and EXCiters bs of 11 to be brought to 

account. evo 10 Jeu 30170 016 
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This Reſolution paſſed by a majority of 
449 againſt 34. It: inſtantly: diſpelled all 


anxieties, all fears, and inſpired even'the moſt 


timid with boldneſs. The effect it-produced 


this- Sitting by the famous Abbé Sicyes, as 
well known for his cowardice as fot the ob» 


ſeure depth of his political 'notions, © The 


following ate the moſt intelligible expreſ- 
Nons of that Speech, ſuch z, mT 
11 90 * one of his eat: 10 


5 e. 7 8 . * MH 1 51960 WP A My 
135 * ? 18 * If oy" J 8114 13 18 10 Ani, 


ne Holes Rory; Gentlemen, the vir» | 


cumſtances in which we are appear; we have 
ſtill the light of Truth and Prineiples to 
guide us. Let us only dare to conſult theſe, 
and we ſhall fee embarraſſments, difficulties, 


uncettainty, and even fear, if any exiſted 


in the National Aſſembly, flylng at once be. 
fore them, Let us inquire what powers we 


eee ee miſſion this is on hic We 


cl | 1 arc 


alſo, that on all ſuch occaſions, the total | 


appears in the Speech made at the end of 


ENTS Toh. Hy ” es” My e.. wy TH, ——_ Wo 2 


How awful, hoy auguſt, the deputation of 


hee ee eee 
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are diſpatched from all-parts of France, and 

brought together within theſo walls. Ace 
we but the Officers, the Agents of the 
King? Mis voice has beeniheard 5 there can 
be no more doubt, and we muſt obey. Ate 
we, on the contrary; the Envoys of the 
people? Let us then diſcharge our miſſton. 


twenty. ix millions of mem united for Li- 
berty | Is there a ſingle man amongſt us 

who could be willing to reſign the high 
truſt veſted in him, and dare to return to 
his conſtituents wath language of this kind 


You have placed the deftiny of France in 
hands tov feeble ; 1 have been afru⁴d -n 
ſome man in my ſteud, mite worthy of ag: 
bearing your Reprefentative ? Gentlemen, 
we have ſworn, and our oath ſhall not be 
in vain, We have ſworn to reſtore the Fgench. 
people to their rights. The authority Which 
has appointed us to this great undertaking, 
upon which alone we depend, and which at 
very able to protect us, is certainly very fat 
yet from calling to us, It 44 enoug i He 
nere. On the contrary, it accuſes our t 
dineſs, haſtens us, demands a- Conſtitu- 
tion; and who can form it without us 7 
who can form it but ourſelves? Is there n 


power 
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power upon earth that can ſnatch from you 
the right of repreſenting your conſtituents. 
that cart prevent our deliberating upon the 
intereſts entruſted: to us? Do you not, Gen- 
tlemen, feel that you are to-day all that 
You were yeſterday P Yes! we will continue 


our labours—we will purſue our ſublime 


miſſion, diſdaining the ſorry aulic ceremo- 
nials that would in vain have tainted the 
National Sanctuary: in vain, for the virtues 


of Liberty are well able e * po 


lutions of Deſpotiſm,” | 

- He concluded by moving that all the 

Sittings of the National Aſſembly ſhould be 

public, and that no authority could render 
them ſecret.” This was es. with 20 

n RSA | 175 


There could not low hin a opts 

able opportunity for diſſolving this inſolent 
and rebellious Aſſembly, and for re-eſtabliſh- 
ing the Royal authority; which. could not 
but be entirely overthrown: if ſo ſolemn an 
act of diſobedience were left unpuniſhed. 
The King, encouraged by the enthuſiaſm 


which the ſanction he had juſt | given to 


the petitions contained in the majority of 
the Inſtructions could not fail to excite 
29970Q a in 
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in the provinces, might without feat have 

uſed violence, if not againſt tho whole Aſ- 
ſembly, at leaſt agalnſt thoſe ef it who not 
ſatisfied with remaining aflembled contrary 
to his Majeſty's expreſs orders, rejected his 
favours with the moſt diſguſting arrogance. 
The Sittings held at the Tennis-Court, and 
at the church of St. Louis, but too ſurely 
prognoſticated that ſuch; would be the con- 
duct of the majority af the Tiers. Etat. 
The Council ſhould have foreſeen it, and 


ſhould have been prepared for the part it 


would be neceſſary to take: for there was 
but one, When the account was given by the 
Grand Maſter of the Ceremonics,! of a art 
of the Aſſembly refuſing to obey the orders 
of the King, and of the Reſolutions adopt- 
ed upon the motions of Mirabeau, Camus, 
and others, a meſſage ſhould have been 
ſent to all che members of the tym firſt Or- 
ders, who could have been found, to repair 
immediately to their reſpective Chambers: 
and at the ſame time his Majeſty ſhould 
have returned to the Hall of the. States with 
his Miniſtere, and have addreſſed the De- 
puties remalaing there n ne tal 
lowing terne 

Vor. IJ. L | 66 „ Gux- | 
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0, GENTLEMEN, |: + 

The anſwer hind my: Grand 4 f 
| the Ceremonies has tranſmitted to me from 
you, and the ſeditieus Reſalutions which you 
have juſt adopted, contrary to the expreſs 
orders I gave you to ſeparate, allow me no 
longer to conſider you as the Repreſenta« 
tives of a Nation whoſe love, reſpect, and 
fidelity for its Kings have never failed. I 
can ſee in you only rebellious ſubjects, trai- 
tors to their conſtituents and to their coun- 
try; or madmen, totally loſt in a deplorable 
frenzy. You have therefore ſhown your- 
ſelves unworthy or.2ncapable of co-operating 
though my feelings lead me to conſider you 
in the latter view, that | you: may be treated 
with leſs ſeverity, yet muſt I not ſuffer you 

any longer to impede the accompliſhment of 
my intentions for the comfort of my peo- 
ple. My Keeper of 50s Len een inform 
00 of my wür Tov 15 C 

* this ticks hi nb of the, two, fir) 

Onder having been ſummoned, would have 
entered the Hall; and as ſoon as they had 
taken their ſeats, a Declaration ſhould have 
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deen read, by which the King ſhould. have 
pronounced the ſeparation of the States-Ge- 


neral, and convoked a new Aſſembly. This 


Declaration, which might have been drawn 
up in a quarter of an hour, ſhould have 
contained he Fn. arran en | 


66 Wheteas 4 ſpirit of ſedition and of 
revolt which has been manifeſted in the Aſ- 
ſcmbly of the States-General from its open- 
ing, and particularly in the Reſolutions. of 
this day, adopted at a Sitting held contrary 
to the orders of the King after the Royal 
Sitting, cannot but eſſentially endanger the 
ſafety of the State, his Majeſty has ordain- 
ed, and doth ordain as follows: N 

Ax. I. The King diſmiſſes, diffolves, 
and ſeparates the -preſent Aſſembly: of the 
States-General, and orders that a new one 
be convoked, aceording to the forms hereto- 
fore uſed for the convocation of the ſaid 
Aſſemblies, and conformably to the inſtrue- 
tions to be ſent by his Majeſty to a. the 
Bailiwicks-of his kingdom. 
Ax. II. The enſuing Aſſembly. of __ 
dates General ſhall open at lateſt on the 1ſt 
of October next, in ſuch place as his Ma- 
a ſhall Loppoin in the Inſtructions. 


Ls. | : 2 
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40. Ag. III. The members of the pre- 
ſent Aſſembly who remained ſitting at the 
end of the Royal Sitting, and who voted 
for the ſeditious Reſolutions then adopted, 
are declared ineligible for the enſuing AC. 
ſembly, and for all thoſe that may be con- 
vened in future: for which purpoſe his 
Majeſty orders, that a liſt of the ſaid Depu- 
ties ſhall be publiſhed, with as little delay 
as poſſible,” and ſent to all the Bailiwicks, 
to be hung up in the Hall a to 
enen Anti. 


Ar. IV. The King n wy aid. 


Rbſotutions null and void, and orders all the 
Deputies,” of whatever Order, mentioned in 


the foregoing article, to depart from Ver- 


ſailles in twenty-four hours at lateſt, and to 
repair to their reſpective Bailiwicks with - 


out paffing through Paris. He expreflly for · 
bids them to aſſemble in any number, or at 


any place whatſoever ; and all under pain of 
being taken up and tried for rebellion. He 
farther orders, and under the ſame penalty, 
that thoſe Deputies, upon whoſe motions 


the ſaid Reſolutions were adopted, do quit 


the kingdom within eight days; forbidding 


them to ro- enter it until further orders. His 


: me, enjoins all Military Commandants, 
Mauni⸗- 


«a 6... „ re e Ao» amd r a> ww Als 
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Municipal Officers, and Officers of Police, 
as well as the Commanders of the Mart» 
chauſſte and their Lieutenants, to at- 
tend to the execution of 1 85 and Deen 


ration.” 1 e e EA Zi 


The troops which wa chen at  Verailles 

or in the neighbourhood; would have fut - 
niſhed force ſufficient to ſecure: the execu- 
tion of theſe orders, and to prevent commo- 
tions among the People, whoſe indignation; 


| beſides, it would have been very eaſy to have 


turned againſt the ſeditious Deputies, by a 
letter from the King to all the Bailiwicks, te 
inform them of the circumſtances: and mo · 

tives of the diſſolution of the States - General. 
But, unfortunately, the diſobedience. of tho 
Tiers- Etat had not been foreſeen; and when 
the Marquis de Breze gave the King an ac- 
count of the anſwer with which he was 
charged, and of what was going on at the 
Aſſembly, his Majeſty, unwilling that the 
day in which he had given his ſubjects ſuch 
affecting proofs. of his love ſhould be marked 
by any act of ſeverity, choſe. rather to treat 
the conduct of the Tiers-Etat with ſcorn, 
than to puniſh it by a diſſolution of the States- 
nera] ; and the Miniſters thought, no 
=D L 3 doubt, 


106 00 ANNALSs OF THE [J6xz 1585, 


doubt, that = were PURI to ran any _ 


E er 
The Aſſembly rol of their own The 


at three o'clock in theafternoon, after: paſſ. 


ing a Reſolution, that a Minute of its tranſac. 
tions ſhould be printed that day, in which 
they were diſhoneſt enough to report only 
the firſt Declaration, without n any no. 
tice of the ſeconc. 

The people who e all the avenues 
to the Hall to a great | diſtance, remained 
quiet ile the Sitting laſted ; but when the 
Deputies came out, the expreſſions of ſome 
of them paſſing from mouth to mouth pro- 
dueed ſuch a ferment, that an inſurrection 
againſt the Palace was apprehended, The 
mob moved to the Terrace, preſſing into 
the Courts; and even into the Palace itfelf, 
every 'where venting rage and imprecations 
at the report which had been ſpread, that 
Mr. Necler was, or was going to be, dil. 
miſſed ®. ee 

In the evening the Aebi bf Paris, 


paſſing in his carriage by the church of St. 


Eng, was pelted e ſtones by” a large 


®: Mr. Necker's conduct on a this day has been ale 


in the F irſt Volume of my Private Memoirs, page 166. - 


groupe, 


Juxs 1789.) PRENCH REVOLUTION. 107 


group, and had but juſt time to throw him- 
ſelf out of his coach into the church, the 
doors of which were. immediately ſhut. 
His retreat was favoured by the French 
Guards, merely by their interfering, with- 
out either ſtriking or arreſting any of thoſe. 
ruffians; one of whom ſaid, © We know 
that my Lord the Archbiſhop's perſon is ſa- 
cred and we have no objection to his perſon, 
only to his head.“ The motive or pretence 
given for this outrage was the abſurd ſuſ- 
picion that it was the Archbiſhop whe had 
ſuggeſted the idea of the Royal Sitting —a 
ſuſpicion founded ſolely uponthis prelate's 
aſſiduity in paying his court to the King. 
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Tür Minority: l ee 1058 i FY 
Niers Elat It Archbiſhop: of Paris 
naompelled by freſh Outrages to promiſe 
that m would. join the Afembly neut 
Morning An Anecdote - which proves 
that Mr. Necker was no Stranger to the 
Commotions—The Minority of the Nobi- 
ty, with the Duke of Orleans, go over 
to the Tiers-Etat—Deputation from the 
Electors of Paris and from the Patriots 

. of the Caffe de Foi to the Tiers. Eta. 
Arrival of the Archbiſhop of Paris, and 
of the Biſhops of Autun and Orange at 
the Afſembly—Reſolution, and Deputa- 
tion of the Order of the Nobility—Let- 
ters from his Majeſty to the Prefidents 

E the two firſt Orders—A Letter from 
141 1 the 
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tie Count d“ Artois ef, de Cntaltv's 
Opinion Ine Majority of te FREY 
go over to 1 eee 1 


ON the * of June the dr of: the 
Clergy and Nobility aſſembled each in its 
Chamber, in obedience to the command of 
the King, while the Deputies of the Tiers- 
Etat reluvtied; _ ane gg FRF of Us 
Rates. 
Violent debates On 15 the Chamber of 
the Cletgy' upon the queſtion,” whether = | 
King's command was to be obeyed; 
whether the memben fhould- you the Tiers 
Hatt! e 5169 61 

At n r a Aifcliſſion of two _ 
the Prefident collected the votes. The Af... 
ſembly was compoſed" of 294 members 
for the junction there appeared 142, and 
againſt it 149. The remaining nine broach- 
ed a third opinion, and/obRinately perſiſted 
in it, notwithſtanding it was repreſented to 
them, that, if chey did not join one of the 
other two fides, Yheir votes could be of no 
avail, and would nit be counted, The opi- 
nion, therefore, for conforming to the King's 
command, and proceetinig te deliberate by 
Orders, had the * It was in a man- 

ner 
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ner doubly confirmed, by the votes having 
been taken by the two proviſional Secretaries, 
Dillon the clergyman of Pouzauges, and 
Thibaut the clergyman of Soupes, both well 


The queſtion being thus ſettled according to 


the opinion of the majority, the - Preſident 
(Cardinal de la Rochtfoucault) pronounced 


the Reſolution, and broke up the Sitting, 


in ſpite of the loud remonſtrances of the 
minority, who maintained that the queſtion 
was not decided, and inſiſted on the votes 
being told again. The granting of this de- 
mand would have been out of all rule, un- 
leſs all the members in the majority had 
conſented to it without exception; but far 
from appearing inclined to do ſo, they 
roſe from their places and left the Hall. As 
they went out, one of the minority, (Coul- 
mier, the Abbe of Abbecour,) and one of 
the Uſhers of the Chamber of the Clergy, 
named Oudelot, ſtanding at the window over 
the door, pointed out to the People, with 
their fingers, thoſe who. had given the 
ſtrongeſt oppoſition to the junction with the 


Niers: Etat. This geſture, more or leſs 
marked, was at once the ſignal and the re- 


_ of the outrages offered them, Thoſe 
who 


known for their Revolutionary ſentiments, 
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who had voted for the junction remained in 
the Hall, keeping with them the nine 
members whoſe votes had not been counted. 


One of the chief members of the mi- 
nority (the Arehbiſhop of Bourdeaux) then 


P retended that the Aſſembly was not regu; | 


larly broken up, as the majority of its mem- 
bers were ſtill ſitting; that that majority had 
an indiſputable right to continue the deli- 
beration, which could not be conſidered as 
terminated, becauſe the refuſal of taking the 
votes again had deprived the nine Deputies 


whoſe votes had not been counted of the 
power of joining either ſide. As this rea- 
ſoning, which was more ſpecious than ſo- 
lid, was not refuted by any of the prelates 


who were preſent, it could not be expected 


from the inferior clergy ; they therefore 
all agreed, that the deliberation might be 


continued, notwithſtanding the abſence of 
all the members whoſe opinion was really 


and very regularly that of the majority. The 


Archbiſhop of Vienne being requeſted to 


take the Preſident's chair, had the unpar- 


donable weakneſs to conſent, and to preſide 
at the mock continuation of a Sitting regu- 


larly adjourned. The queſtion upon obey- 


ing the King's command was reſumed, and 
| the 


tion, was: 
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the nine members, whoſe votes had not 


deen given and could not then be "legally 


taken, induced by the moſt inſidious argu- 


ments, and particularly by the dread 'of the 


meriaces and violence of the mob, adopted 
the opinion of the minority which, being 
haſtily drawn up in the form of a Neſolu- 
by all preſent, and d became 
their title of admiſſion into the Hall where 
the Deputies of the Tiers-Etat held their 


Sittings, and where they appeared, having 
at their head the Archbiſhops of Vienne and 


Bourdeaux, and carrying with them the 
Journals of their Chamber, either for the 
purpoſe of proving that they really formed 
the majority, or of preventing an entry be- 
ing made in them, the next day, of the le- 


gal Reſolution, ſhowing that, far from being 


on majority of che Deputies of their Or- 
r, they were the minority, rebels and de- 


| ſects 8. Ide 1 143 members who hon: or 


the 
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nent day was to repait the lofs; or robbery, of their Jour- 
nals ; to enter the Refolution:that had been adopted: be- 


fore, on a new book, and to teſtify the : legality of the 


aQts and conduct of the rfinority. The Reſolution taken 
h that occation, with the "Minutes of the Sitting, and 
A 1 p 185 alſo 
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the real majority'of the Clergy, being point- 
ed out to the populace as public conſpira- 
tors, were "expoſed to the moſt ſhocking 
outrages. The Archbiſhop of Paris was al- 
faulted with ſtill greater violence than he 
had been the day before: the populace 
waiting for him at the door of the Chamber 
beſieged his carriage, and 
poured forth menaces of the moſt bloody 
nature; Which they would have executed, 
if the ſkill of his eoachman, and the good- 
neſs of his horſes, had not ſaved him from 
a ſhower of ſtones, only one or two of 
which ſtruck him, and wounded'him flightly 
in the face. In the evening the houſe of 
the Miſſion, where he lodged, was attacked 


by the people, who threw ſtones and broke 


the windows, calling out loudly for the head 
of the prelate. Detachments of the French, 
Swiſs, and Body Guards hafteried to bis re- 
lief; but the multitude were not appeafed 
till a Declaration was read to them; i in which 


the Archbiſhop promited t to fan _ Tier. 


Etat next day.” W 


"yo; 1 "SI + 1. 71 9e 


alo of thoſeithat followed wy ihe 97th-of Jane i includes, 
the real period of the junction of the Clergy with the 
Tiers-Etat, bave been preſerved, ind will E. day | be made 


While 


358 
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While the houſe of the. Miſſion was thus 


beſet. the Count de Barbangon, a member 


of the Order of Nobility, and Commandant 
of Noyon, went to Mr, | Necker, accom- 
panied by two Deputies, of that Munici- 


pality, to ſolicit an aid of money, intended 


for the purchaſe of peaſe and beans to ſup- 


ply the ſcarcity of corn experienced by that 
town. They were denied admiſſion, under 


pretence that Mr. Necker was ſhut up on 


buſineſs, and could ſee nobody. But as the 
wants of Noyon were very urgent, they 
went and informed the head-clerk, Cofter, 
of it, begging / him to obtain them imme- 
diate attention. This clerk ſaid that demands 
of that nature muſt be made to the Miniſter 
himſelf; and that he would ſend a perſon 
with them to conduct them to Mr. Nether: 
abour e if wing i hi were not leſs diſ- 
concerted than himſelf. at their entrance. 


They there ob ſerved the moſt - flaming 


Deputies of the 7. ters-Etat, certain mem- 


bers of the minority of the Order of the 


Nobility, and ſome gentlemen and la- 
dies of the Court, who compoſed the po- 
litical and intriguing . Coterie of the Great 


Eg an. * The Miniſter advanced haſtily, and 


with 
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with an air extremely embarraſſed, towards 
the Deputies of Noyon, and aſked them 
what the object of their viſit was. M. de 
Barbangon told him, and preſſed him 


. 


warmly to grant Noyon an aid of GO li- 


vres. I will give an order for it imme- 
diately,“ replied he: do you want any 


thing elſe ?? M. de. Barbangon; requeſted 


that the ſum might be in gold, that the De- 
puties, who were going to ſet out with it, 
might carry it with more eaſe; upon which 
the order for its heing paid in gold was given 
to the clerk who accompanied them. At 
that inſtant a young man entered the room, 
his hair diſhevelled, and his boſom all open, 
crying like a madman; ** Bravo / bravo 


bravo. e have juſt made the Archbi- 


ſhop of Paris promiſe to join the Order of 
the Tters- Etat to-morrow.” The preſence 


of the Deputies of Noyon at the familiar 


entry of this emiſſary from the populace, 
increaſed Mr. Necker's embarraſſment to an 
extreme degree. This circumſtance, how- 


ever, is not ſufficient to prove, what was be- 


lieved at the time, that he was the ſecret in- 
ſtigator of the outrages committed upon the 


Archbiſhop; yet this popular Committee 


aſſembled at his honfa- and the eaſy and 
fſudden 
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ſudden introduction of the Deputy from the 
mob, at a moment when his daor Was open 
only to his intimates, make it no raſh con- 
jecture, that, if he did not adviſe or ap- 
prove the outrages in queſtion, no wr 
was entertained. by the perpetrators, but that 
the reſult of them wauld be highly agree. 
able to him; and M. de  Barbanjon,: after 
having been a witneſs to the pleaſure which 
the news ſpread: among the perſons who 
were then with the Miniſter, called or the 
— de Juigne, brother of the Archbiſhop 
of Paris; and offered. to . a formal de- 
claration of Neans dacr: 2115. A lethal 14. 
The Aſſembly of the. Order vf dhe de obi- 
ity was much leſs tumultuous than that of 
the Clergy had been. The debates upon the 
Declarations of the King were carried on 
peaceably, yet without coming to any de- 
termination. The Chamber remained divided 
into two parties, the more numerous of 
which, being that which was for maintain- 
ing the deliberation by ſeparate Orders even 


on the verification of the powers; experi- 


enced no loſs; and in this Sitting none of 


the members of hw bs ett __ the 


Order, SI 
In 1 Chamber of Gag! n e no 
2 | more 
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more mention was made of the Royal Sit- 
ting than if it had never taken place; all 


was, no doubt, judged to be over, in re- 


gard to that, from the Reſolutions which 
had been adopted the day before, and which, 


from the inaction and ſilence of the Coun- 


cil, might be/confidered as tacitly acquieſced 


in. The Aſſembly were murmuring loudly 
at the military train with which the Hall 
was ſurrounded ; but - the violent declama- 
tions in which they indulged on that occa- 


ſion were ſuſpended by the reading of a let- 
ter which M. Bailly received from Mr. 
Necker. The addreſs and ſtyle of it were 
ſo profoundly, ſo humbly reſpectful, that 
ſeveral members of the Aſſembly could not 
refrain from ſhrugging their ſhoulders in in- 
dignation or pity: ſo true it is, that the 
homage which degrades him who gives, 
can never honour kim who receives it. But 
Mr. Necker, whom the Tiers-Etat had 
been flattering: beyond all meaſure for four- 
and-twenty hours; no doubt thought himſelf 
bound alſo to flatter them in his turn, and 
the following letter diſcharged this debt: 

« Mr. Preſident, I received on the part of 
the Order in which you preſide ſuch. affect. 
ing marks' of kindneſs and efteem, that 1 

Vol. I, M * beg 
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beg of you without delay to have the good. 
neſs. to become, on this occaſion, the inter. 


preter of my profound gratitude, To me- 
rit the ſentiments with which your Order 


has the goodneſs to honour me, I muſt re- 
double my zeal for the Public, and my de- 


votion for the King. How delightful will it be 


to diſcharge this obligation Happy ſhould 1 
be if my ability were equal to my intentions 
I could wiſh that the purity of my heart, 


,and the integrity of my views, might be my 
title to the confidence of which I yeſterday 


received the moſt pleaſing demonſtrations, and 


which I would only make uſe of to promote 
with all my power the re-eftabliſhment of a 


concord, which becomes daily more ne- 
ceſſary and more urgent, and which would 
reſtore to the King his tranquillity, and 
to the Kingdom all its energy. 1 have the 


honour to be, with the moſt A ate. 
tachment, &c.” | 


Thus it was that Mr. Necker, madly in- 
toxicated with the credit he thought his ſitu- 
ation preparing for- him, forgot the Royal 
Sitting, and did not perceive that, by con- 
curring in this manner to annul the effect of 
that grand procedure, which he- had him- 


ſelf adviſed and * he became of 
: 1, 200 
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moſt guilty accomplice i in the debaſtment of 
the Miniſtry,” and in the abſolute deſtruc- 
tion of the Royal authority. With leſs 


vanity, and with more knowledge of hiſtory 
and of mankind, he would' not have been ſo 


fooliſhly the dupe of the nauſeous adulas 
tion and groſs incenſe laviſhed upon him, 


_ which he confidered as the juſt reward of his 


virtues z but he would have ſeen that the 


hopes and love of the People were directed 


ſolely towards him, in order to divert them 
from the Throne, the foundations of which 


were to be ſapped. The authors of our fatal 


Revolution were too ſkilful not to know, 
that in all thoſe in which the People are 
made the inſtrument, the violent paſſions 
muſt be ſupplied with an idol and victims. 
Mr. Necker was here the idol, which was 
pulled down and broken when no longer 
wanted: the Royal Family, the Clergy, 
and the Nobility, were the victims. 

Mr. Necker”s letter produced the effect he 
promiſed himſelf upon the majority of the 
Aſſembly: all his plans were attended with 
the greateſt applauſe. 

The hundred and fiſty. one deſerters from 


the Clergy entered the Hall at this moment, 
attended by their * who took a place 
* 2 among 


- 
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among thoſe of the Tiers Etat. The me. 


ment they appeared, . Vive le Roi I fe- 
| ſounded a through the Hall 3.4 very extra- 


ordinary mode, ſurely, of honouring the rea- 
dineſs of this diviſion of the Clergy in 
ſetting the example of diſobedience! to! Ge 


orders of his Majeſty, - +» 


When they had all taken their e is 


order to know their exact number their 


names were called over; which engaged 4 


great deal of time, as every name was fol- 
lowed by long applauſes, which were redou- 
bled with rapture at thoſe of the four or 


five prelates who figured in this too memo 


rable lift, The Aſſembly could not do ho- 


nour enough to the Archbiſhop of Vienne; 
but not being able to beſtow the chief place 
upon him, yet unwilling that he ſhould 
remain undiſtinguiſhed in the crowd of De- 


puties, they ſeated im. at the Prefident' $ 


right hand. ©? 
On the next day, 5 0 25, the mini 
of the Nobility, conſiſting of 44 members, 
among whom was the Duke of. Orleans, 
joined the Tiers-Etat, and were received 
with the ſame raptures as the. Deputies: of 


the Clergy had been the day before with 
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this difference, that the cry of Vive le 
Roi ! was preceded by the cry of Vive 
la Patrie (Long live the Country I) in 
honour of each Deputy as he entered; but 
when the Duke of Orleans appeared, no- 
thing was heard but Vive M. le Duc 
d' Orleans ! rl live the Duke of . 

leans ) 5 

Theſe nelly acclamations having adh 
the ears of the populace who were about the 


Hall, ſoon wound up their curioſity to ſee 


what was paſſing, to ſuch a pitch of fury, 
that they forced by the outer guard, and 
beſet the doors of the Hall, which they 
were threatening to break open, when the 
Aſſembly, appriſed of their proceeding; de- 
puted M. Bailly, in his capacity of Prefi- 

dent, accompanied by the Archbiſhop uf 
Vienne and M. de Clermont Tonnerre, to 
go and appeaſe them... He begged them very 
politely to retire, aſſuring them, that, agree- 
ably to a Reſolution juſt adopted by the Aſ- 
ſembly, a Deputation was going to be ſent 


to the King, to demand a free acceſs to the 


Hall, and that very likely the doors would 
be thrown open to- morrow to the People 


meaning to t/e populace ; for, previous to 


a notwithſtanding the expreſs orders 
105 M 3 ä 
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given to the ſentinels placed at the door of 
the States, not to ſuffer ſtrangers to go in, 
the ſoldiers only aſked whoever came, whey 
ther they were Deputies or not? This queſs 
tion was put in a loud voice, but the fſentis 
nel who put it, at the ſame time whiſpered 
the perſons to ſay Yes ; ſo that this pretend. 
ed ſtrictneſs conſiſted in keeping out of the 


Hall ſuch perſons as were too way | 


| mn to be miſtaken for Deputies. - 


M. Bailly's promiſes appeaſed the N76 
lace; and tranquillity being completely te. 


| bly returned to their places, and M. de Cler. 


mont Tonnerre delivered a ſpeech on the 


junction of the minority of the . Nobility 


with the Tiers. Etat. Long ere. this,” 


faid he, “ ſhould we have yielded to che 
dictates of our conſciences, and to the im · 
pulſe of the patriotiſm which  animates ug 
as well as you, had we not been roſtraited, 
and in a manner fettered, by imperative in- 
ſtructions. Our ſatis faction wel be come 
lets, were it not diſturbed by the pain we 

on being ſeparated from thoſe. who, al- 


though detained by expreſs directions and a 


pigorous'gath, are already in heart and mind 


| united to the National Aſſembly. We ſhalt 


doubt 


ſtored, the three Delegates from the Alem. 


a «mM as _ 2 a (ii * 


\ 
Jour 1989.) FRENCH REVOLUTION, 129 


doubtleſs have the happineſs of ſeeing them 
ſhortly amongſt us : their Conſtituents will 
yield to the goodneſs and juſtneſs of their 
reaſons, and comply with the wiſhes and 
defires of their worthy Repreſentatives, 
who, on receiving new inſtructions, will 

haſten to unite in the general Hall.“ 
This drew a reply from M. Bailly in 
the following terms: Gentlemen, your 
preſence ſpreads conſolation and joy here. 
We ſaid; on receiving the Deputies of the 
Clergy, that we ſtill had wiſhes to form; 
that brothers were Rill wanting to this auguft 
family: theſe wiſhes have been gratified al- 
moſt as ſoon as formed. We ſee an illuſtrious 
Prince, an impreſſive and reſpectable part 
of the French Nobility; we give a looſe to 
the joy of receiving them, and to the hope 
of ſeeing the whole of that Nobility joining 
them here, Yes, Gentlemen, what is miſf- 
ing will be reſtored to us; all our brethren - 
will come hither it is reaſon and juſ- 
tice, and the intereſt of their Country that 
call them, and that affure. us of their com- 
ing. Let us labour together in the regenera- 
tion of the Kingdom, and for the comfort 
of the People. We will bear truth to the 
foot of the Throne, and her voice will be 
Fe M 4 heard 
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heard bya king whole piety may! be-deceiv. 


ed, but whoſe intentions are juſt and;whoſe 
goodneſs is unalterable; by a King, who 
defires the union that has now taken place, 


and who will ever. be my de of 1 


: people.“ ini Von 


Theſe et were iti not ** with 


the greateſt attention, but with the moſt 
1 lively emotion. The Aſſembly then pro- 
ceeded to nominate the Deputation to be ſent 
that very evening to ſolicit the King that 
the doors of the Hall might be opened to 
the Public; and it is to be remarked, that 


this Deputation was compoſed of ſix Ecele- 
ſiaſtics, ſix members of the Order of the 


| Nobility; and twelye of the Tiers-Etat. 
When the tranſports of joy which had 
been excited by the junction of the minority 
of the Nobility were a little abated, it was 
obſeryed, that the deſertion of 44 out of 


goo could not be conſidered as any mighty 


triumph; and the Commons, wondering 
that ſome others on whom they had de- 
pended, eſpecially M. de la Fayeltæ, Had 
not yet appeared, inquired the reaſon from 
thoſe who had joined ho in their juſtifi- 
cation ſaid, that they only remained in their 


Chamber; with, the, hopę of ſoon bringing 


1 the 


unn 1759.) ' FRENCH | REVOLUTION, 125 


the whole over to the common centre of the 
National Repreſentation; bo eh + 
ln the midſt of all theſe ſucceſſes the 
Tiers- Etat ſtill remained diſtruſtful and un- 
that though the King was obliged to con- 
tinue Mr. Necker in the Miniſtry, he- did | 


not co-operate with him, but gave his whole 


confidence to the ARIS TOCRA TS. T his 
fatal word, which has ſince been the ſignal 


for ſo many crifnes, became from that mo- 


ment, throughout France, the ery for cons 
ſpiring againſt all who did not profeſs the 

blindeſt devotion and an unbounded. defer- 
ence to the will and pretenſions of the Tiers. 
Etat, who were thus themſelves ex 


the moſt tyrannical ariſtocracy againſt all 
who continued attached to the eee 


and to the King. 108 
One of the fünft riese of ioflaming; the 


People, and of leading them into every ex 


ceſs, is to ſet abroad ſome phraſe, or words 


which they do not underſtand; for they at- 
tach ideas of their own to them, and never 
fail to ſelect ſuch as are moſt caculated to 
hurry them into the direction intended. 
Thus it was, that when the Clergy and No- 
W who were to be rendered odious, 

were 
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were once deſcribed to them under the name 
of Ariftocrats, they never inquired,” not do 
they know to this day, the real meaning of 
that word. All they underſtood was, that 
an Ariftocrat was the being moſt to be de. 
| teſted by them; and it was immediately 
ſuppoſed by each individual, that the vices 


or crimes moſt abhorred by himſelf were 


inherent in Ariſtocrats *. 
By this time the troops had e 
unmeaning cry of—** Vive la Nation! 


7 (Long live the Nation l) Its peace and pro - 


ſperity were certainly in great danger; but 
the only danger it had to fear for its life, or 


rather for the lives of ſome of its members, 


ſprung from the fury of thoſe who were 
the loudeſt in roaring Vive la Nation! 
At Paris and Verſailles, the French Guards 
and the ſoldiers of the Swiſs regiments were 


ſeen living on- the moſt familiar footing wit 


mn ne "Top mixed” in Pte, | 


* 1 once Ry W who was a; Royaliſt, 
2 an Aziſtocrat was? He anſwered . 4 man whe 
does nat deve our good King!” Another mechanic, of 3 
religious diſpoſition, to whom I put the ſame queſtion," 
told me'— that an Ariflacrat did mot believe in God! 
A third ſaid — that Ariftecrats were Devils of Hell 


en the poor ! 


holdin g 


un „ es. —' * 


appointed by the King, ſometimes for two Sarma 
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holding each other by the arm in the public 
walks, and at the coffee chouſes and taverns, 
where they partook of ſumptuous entertain 
ments, at which the ſoldiers were never be- 
hind- hand in erying ; Vive la Nation !— 
We know! oo? e but —_ oy 'the 
Nation þ» f ty | 
The Reder; of "uy Tiers-Etat of Paris, 
who pretended to inſtitute themſelves into 
another political body, although the com- 
miſſion for which they had been empower- 
ed to aſſemble was fully difcharged, went 
to the Prevdt des Marchands e, and re- 
queſted to have one of the Halls in the 
Town-houſe; to which he ar firſt objected, 


but in the end conſented. 
The firſt ſubject. on which they debated 


The Privit dei Marchands 3 
higheſt antiquity. Their juriſdiction extended over the 
revenues of the Hotel de Ville, the quays and wharts 
of the river, &c. In 1357 they purchaſed, in conjunc- 
tion with the Echevins- or Municipal Magiſtrates, the 
houſe where in ancient times the Dauphins reſided, 


called Maiſon de Greve, which gave the name of Plate 


4 Grave tothe area on which it ſtands; and en the ſite 
of that and ſome others round it they afterwards built 
the Hotel de Ville or Town-Honſe. The Prevot was 


renewed every year at his pleaſure, 
1 was 
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Vas the appointment of a Deputation, conſiſt. 
ing of twenty of them, to go and compli, 
ment the Aſſembly upon their having con- 


ſtituted themſelves a - National ,, Aſſembly. 


The inference from this ſtrange compliment, 
as it was addreſſed only to the Neputies who 


had violated, or at leaſt exceeded, theit ins - 


ſtructions, was, that thoſe who bad re- 
mained faithful to the intentions of their 
conſtituents deſerved to be condemned. 
_ This Deputation, evidently illegal, waz 
admitted with the greateſt ardour as ſoon as 
it appeared. It had the merit of being the 
firſt that had ever been ſent to the Aſſembly, 
whom its leader addreſſed in the. following 
Speech: | | 117 28-209 
5.15: Rhe Aſſembly x the. Electors of the 
Tiers-Etat of the city of Paris, penetrated 


with reſpect and gratitude for the wiſe, 


firm, and patriotic conduct of the -National 
Aſſembly, ſeize the firſt moment of their 

union after ſo many ineffectual efforts, to 
expreſs to them their feelings on the occaſion, 
and. to declare that they will invariably abide 
dy the Refolutions of the National Aſſembly, 
and particularly by that of the 1 7th of this 
month. They will at all times, and in all 
circumſtances, ſupport, the deſign of it: 
a 2 ek i they 
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they will ever krep in remembrance the 
names of the Clergy and of the Nobility 
who have joined the National Aſſembly. “. 
- The Aſſembly, convinced that a coalition 
with the Tiers- Etat of the capital could not 
but increaſe and conſolidate their on power, 
received the Deputies, in the moſt honourable 
The Preſident invited them with- 
in the bar, and benches were immediately - 
placed between| thoſe; of the Clergy and No- 
bil on which they ſeated themſelves. 
Theſe details - may appear minute; but 
they are eſſential in tracing the progreſs of 
the diſorganization of the Government, 
and of the ny; of 150 n 
tion. V . G. Orr 
Soon after the; Electors of Paris were 
ſeated, another Deputation was announced 
from the majority of the Nobility. It was 
long debated whether this Deputation ſhould a 
be received or not; and it was at lengtli 
agreed to, againſt the opinion of M. Bally 
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and Count Mirabeau; the former. main- 


taining, that from the manner in which the 
Aſſembly was formed they could not receive 
ſuch a Deputation; which was as much as to 
ſay, that, being conſtituted the National 
Aſſembly, they could not ſuffer themſelves 

8 to, 


for a return among the three Orders of that 
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to be addreſſod by the title of the Nieri. 
Etat; the latter arguing, that the Deputies 
were unqualified, and could not even be 
conſidered as Deputies of Bailiwicks; the 
verification of their powers being illegal. 

The ſubject of the Deputation was thus 
announced by their - Speaker :— Gentle 
men, we have the honour of being com- 
miſſioned by the Order of the Nobility to to 
communicate- to you a Reſolution” 
ed by them yeſterday. From their eager- 
neſs to abide by the King's firſt declara- 
tion you will ſee the conciliatory ſpirit by 
which they are animated, and their anxiety 


harmony which ought never to be impaired 
among Frenchmen, and without which it is 
impoſſible to promote the welfare of the 
State, that firſt duty of every good citizen.” 

| Having faid this, the Speaker read the 
| Reſolution to which he had alluded; the 
ſubſtance of which was, that the 'Nobility 


fully adopted the arrangements n ee in 


the King's firſt Declaration. 
M. Bailly's anfwer, which had ber 9. 
viouſly dictated by the Aſſembly, was as 
follows: Gentlemen, I am inſtructed by 
the National Aſſembly to tell you, that they 


\ 
- 2 
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cannot but receive you as Noble Depu- 
ties not yet united; as gentlemen, . fellow- 
citizens, and brothers. They have the more 
readily concurred in admitting you, as they 
are anxious you ſhould witneſs their unceal- 

ing deſire for your union with this auguſt 
aſſembly, and of which mu ſeem to give 
us hopes. 

To this Deputation alas 7 Inotber 
commiſſioned to preſent an Addreſs to the 
Aſſembly, ſigned at a coffee-houſe (the Caffe 
de Fot) by all the coffee-houſe loungers at 
the Palais Royal, to the number of about 
three thouſand, and entitled A Letter from 
the Deputies of the three Orders of Paris,” 

This Deputation, irregular as it was, 
was eagerly admitted, and received with 
acclamation. Their leader» contented him- 
ſelf with reading the letter, which was 
addreſſed to M. Bailly, and only contained 
the ſame felicitations and compliments as had 
been addreſſed to the Aſſembly by the De- 
putation of the Electors. 

Io this M. Bailly made the being re- 
ply: Gentlemen, although you are not 
ſent by an Aſſembly regularly convened, the 
National Aſſembly thought they might ad- 
mit you. They thank the citizens of Paris 

| for 
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pected, his air of reſignation, and the-matks 


witneſs, Gentlemen, the union which, reigns 


| in this Aſſembly; you know our zeal, and 


you may inform the capital, that we are 
about to labour with ardour for the public 
good: but the Aſſembly think it their duty 


to requeſt the citizens of Paris to prevent the 


agitation that might ariſe among the people, 
and urge them to conſider peace as the firſt 
means neceſſary to the labours of the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, and the regeneration of the 


| Wwe Thus every. inſtant was ce- 


, mented the coalition of the Aſſembly with 
the citizens of the rn of en this 
cher ere. 

On the ſame a the e af. the 
Clergy was increaſed ' by the acquiſition of 
two more prelates, the Biſhops d Autun and 


d' Orange. They were ſoon followed by the 


Archbiſhop of Parts, conducted by the Arch- 
biſhop of Bourdeaux. Although he was ex- 


that were till thought viſible in his counte- 


nance of the outrages he had received the 


two preceding days, affected the whole Aſ- 
ſembly. Benedictions were heaped upon 
him; which brought tears into his eyes, and 


ſo moved * chat he could nn articu · 
late 
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late the following words: * Centlemef. the 
love of peace leads me this day into the 
midſt of this auguſt Aſſembly ;—allow me 


to expreſs my ſincere devotion to my Coun- 
try, my King, and the good of the People. 


1 ſhould eſteem myſelf happy if even at the 


expence of my life I could contribute to fo 
deſirable a conciliation, for which I Thall 
AI 563-46 oh 

M. Bailly pled?! ne this- a of peace 
and union was the only crown wanting to 


his virtues; then turning to the Deputies: of 


the Caffe de For,” who had obtained the ho- 


nours of the Sitting, he ſaid to them 


„With the moſt lively joy do we this day 
ſee your worthy Archbiſhop n his ſeat 
in the Aſſembly ?“ c 

At this Sitting was alſo read the ſpeech 
which Target had compoſed for the Depu- 
tation that were to wait. upon the King, to 
ſolicit that the doors of the Hall might be 
opened to the Public. The harangue was 
found ſo ridiculouſly bombaſtic, that another 
was ordered to be drawn up by perſons ap- 
pointed; which prevented the Deputation 
from taking place the ſame day, as M. 
Bailly had promiſed the populace. This 
had a very ill effect; for the Puriſians, hear- 

Vor, I. N nl 
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ing no more mention made of it, and igno- 
rant of the motives of the delay, imagined that 
the petition had been preſented to the King, 
and that he had refuſed to receive it. The ar- 
rival of another regiment at Verſailles con- 
firmed this opinion, and increaſed the dif. 
content and murmurs. At the ſame time 
the perſeverance, of the majority of the Or- 
der of the Nobility and of the one half of 
- the Deputies of the Clergy in their reſolu- 
tion of not joining the Tiers. Etat, was at- 
tributed to the inſtigations of the Court. 
+ In a word, every thing conſpired to render 
the King's ſituation hourly more embar- 
raſſing and more dangerous. The Miniſters 
met frequently, but without coming to any 
determination, or adopting any, plan. In 
the evening of the 26th, their Committee 
had continued long ſitting, and yet at ſeven 
ob clock next morning they held another at 
the Palace, to which Monfieur and the 
Count d Artois were ſummoned. Scarcely 
were they arrived when the Duke of Lux- 
embourg, Preſident of the Nobility, appear- | 
ed in the name of his Order, and demanded 
an audience of the King. He was intro- 
duced, and preſented to his Majeſty the 
Reſol ution which the _— of the 8 


— 
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had adopted the day before, and which they 


The Order of the Nobility, eber 0 to 
give the King every mark of their love and 


reſpect; impreſſed with gratitude for the 
perſevering care his Majeſty deigns to take 
to effect a deſirable harmony among the Or- 


ders; conſidering of what conſequence it'is 


that the Nation ſhould enjoy, without delay, 
the great benefits of the Conſtitution pointed 
out in the ſecond Declaration of the King's 


intentions, read at the Sitting of the 23d 
inſtant; impelled alſo by their deſire of be- 
ing able to liquidate the public debt, and 


to realize the dereliction of their pecuniary 


privileges, as ſoon as the eſtabliſhment of a 


conſtitutional baſis ſhall permit them to de- 


liberate upon thoſe ſubjects, in which they | 


deem the National honour as well as the 
deareſt wiſhes of their Conſtituents to be 


concerned, do, notwithſtanding the form of 


the ſaid Sitting, during the term of the 
preſent States-General,, and provided no 
precedent be drawn from it for the future, 


accept and have accepted, purely and ſimply. 


and without * reſerve, the propoſitions com- 


N 2 priſed 


had ſent to the Tiers- Etat by the Deputation 
named for that purpoſe. The Reſolution 
was conceived in theſe terms: 


* 
— ä —— — — ꝛ* —— ——— —— — 
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priſed in the Fifteen Articles of the King's 
firſt Declaration, read at the Sitting of the 
23d inſtant. Accordingly, and in order to 
execute the Fifth Article of the ſaid Decla- 
ration, they have reſolved, that his Majeſty 
ſhall be prayed to convene the N obility of 
the Bailiwicks, by whoſe peremptory in- 
ſtructions the Deputies may hold themſelves 
bound, in order that they may receive freſh 
inſtructions from their Conſtituents, and as 
ſoon as. poſſible take into conſideration, in the 
form preſcribed, by the King, the Articles 
compriſed in the ſecond Declaration of his 
Majeſty's intentions, which the Order of the 
Nobility conſider as a moſt affecting pledge 
of his Juſtige. and, of Wer love . the 
people.“ . 

After the King had Heap this Reine 
he thus addreſſed the Duke of Luxembourg : 
. 4 rom the fidelity and affection of the 
ce Order of which you are Preſident, I ex- 
5 pet its union with the other two. I have 
reflected upon it, faid he firmly, and 
am determined to make every ſacrifice, 
« rather, than that a ſingle man ſhould pe- 
«© Toh on my account. Tell the Order of 
the Nobility, therefore, that I entreat them. 
eto join the other. two, Orders. If this be, 
; % not 


— a 
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not enough, I command them to do it as 
« their King—it is my will. If there be 


one of its members who believes himſelf 


bound by his inſtructions, his oath, or 
« his honour, to remain in the Chamber, 
« Jet me know: I will go and fit by him, 
« and die with him if it be neceſſary,” 

The Cardinal de la Rochefoucault, the 
Preſident vf the Clergy / the Archbiſhop of 
Rheims, and the Archbiſhop of Aix, had 
been ſent for by the King on the ſame ſub- 
ject. His Majeſty told them, in the firſt 


place, that the troops had revolted, and that 


he was under the neceſſity of yielding to the 
wiſhes of the Tiers- Etat. The troops 
revolted; Sire !** exclaimed the Archbiſhop 
of Aix. When, and where? Is it the 
Gardes-du-Corps, or the "Swiſs?" Your 
Majeſty knew nothing of it yeſterday l Is it 
the wotk of a day of -a' moment? The 
troops revolted, and your Majeſty not know 
it before to- day Have the Commanders and 
Officers been all ignorant of it, or are they 

in the plot? Have they all betrayed their 
King? No, Sire, this is not poſſible ! this 
cannot be true !—Your Majeſty is now de- 
ceived, or you have been deceived for three 
N 3 months.“ 
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months.” The King, ſtaggered and per- 
plexed, - went with the Deputies of the 
Clergy into another apartment, where they 
found the Queen, Monſieur, the Count 
d' Artois, the Duke of Luxembourg, and the 
Prince de Croui. The Archbiſhop of Aix 
continued the ſame train of refleQions:— 
„ Yes, Sire!—Yes, Madam!“ ſaid he to 
their Majeſties, you are deceived in order 
that you may be induced to yield. The 
© double repreſentation has been given to the 
« Trers-Etat, that they may have double 
«4 yotes—and that not only for ſome parti · 
« cular objects, but for all. Your Ma. 
jeſty's Declaration marks diſtinctions that 
„will not be admitted, It is careful of 
the intereſts of the King, of the Clergy, 
and of the Nobility; but, Sire, the in- 
.* tention is to annihilate the Orders, and 

* with them 18 en authority Kerr 
„a. ter 

At the Pony of this ebe the 
King ſaid that he would fend his anſwer ; 
and on the ſame morning his Majeſty ad- 
dreſſed copies of the following Letter to the 
Cardinal de la ee A the Duke 
of ONT | A 50% 5 


, a7 My 
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« My Cousin. 
«« Solely engaged in providuig for the 
general welfare of my Kingdom, but parti- 
cularly anxious that the Aſſembly of the 
States-General ſhould proceed to the objects 
which intereſt the Nation, according to the 
voluntary acceptance of my Declaration of 
the 23d of this month, I urge my loyal 
Nobility * to join the other Orders without 
delay, to accelerate the accompliſhment 
of my paternal intentions. Thoſe who are 
reſtrited in their powers may do fo with- 
out 3 till they ſhall have received 
freſh ones. This will be another mark 
given to me by the Nobility of their attach- 
ment; for' which, my Coufin, I prey” God 
to keep you under his holy protection.” 
On the ' fame day a regulation of the 


Council was made and publiſhed, authoriz- 


ing the. Deputies who thought themſelves 
reſtricted by their inſtructions to apply to 
their Conſtituents for new ones, and ſettling 
the form in which fuch apa ſhould 


be made. 


However, the Order of the Nobility, in 
their deliberation on the King's letter and 


* In the Copy ſent to the Cardinal, the words, here 
vere my faithful Clergy.” . 
N 4 17 ol 
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on the oy wer made by his Majeſty to the 
Duke of Luxembourg, were much divided 
in opinion. More than eighty of them, fore- 
ſeeing how fatal the union of the three Orders 
and the voting individually, which was an 
inevitable conſequence of it, would be to 
the King and to the State, perſiſted in the 
reſolution of remaining in their Chamber, 
agreeably to the Declaration of the 23d. of 
June. In the midſt of theſe debates the 
Marquis de La Queuille was ſeen reading 
with emotion a letter he had juſt received, 
and converſing very warmly with thoſe who 
Good near him. The letter was from the 
Count d' Artois, moſt ſtrongly urging the 
Nobility not to poſtpone their union with 
the Order of the Tiers.-Etat, and hinting 
that his Royal Highneſs knew to a certainty 
that a longer i reſiſtance. would endanger the 
King's life. The moment theſe words were 
heard, the Count de St. Simon, putting his 
hand to his ſword, cried out Gentlemen, 
the King is in danger! Let us fly to the 
Palace] our place is about his Majeſty!” 
„ If, the Monarch be in danger,” . obſerved 
M. de Cazales, the Monarchy is in danger 
« too; to ſave the Monarchy is our firſt 
7 duty, and we will then go and form 4 


© rampart of our bodies — the King.“ 
N * 
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On this exclamation the debate was about 
to be renewed ; when the Duke of Luxem- 
bourg roſe haſtily, notwithſtanding the. re- 
monſtrances of many members of the Aſſem- 
bly, and broke up the Sitting, crying out 
There is now no room for debate: Gentle- 
men, the King s perſon is in danger, and 
who amongſt us will heſitate an inſtant ?“ 
Theſe words went to every heart; nothing 
was thought of but the danger which threat- 
ened the King, and they ran immediately 


to the Hall where the other Deputies were 


united. The ſame reſolution was adopted 
without heſitation by the members of the 
Clergy. 

When they: entered the Hall went were 
very few either of the Deputies or ſtrangers 
remaining. Each Order having taken its 
place, the Cardinal de la Rochefoucault, as 


Preſident of the Clergy, ſaid We are 
led hither by our love and reſpect for the 
King, our ſolicitude for the Country, and our 


zeal for the public good. The Duke of 
Luxembourg. announced the union of the 


majority of the Nobility by ſaying . Gen- 


tlemen, the Order of the Nobility reſolved 


this morning to repair to the National Hall, 
as a mark of their reſpect for the King. 


and a 


— 
— 
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to that title, abdicated both, by admitting 
themſelves to de no more than a portion of 


N had not been formally authorized by 
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and as a proof to . Nation of their #79 
criotiſm.”? 
M. Bailly feplied to both Ord in th 


following' words: Gentlemen, the happi- 


neſs of this day, which unites the three Or. 
ders, is ſuch, that exceſſive joy diſables me 
from anſwering you as it deſerves; but this 
joy is itſelf an anſwer. The Order of the 
Clergy was already with us, and now the 
Order of the Nobility joins us. This day 
ſhall be entered among — celebrations of 
our calendar; it completes our family; it 
for ever puts an end to the diſſenſions which 
have mutually afflicted us; it accompliſhes 
the wiſh of the King: and the National 


Aſſembly, or rather the States-General, will 


now proceed without confuſion or interrup- 
tion to the regeneration of the pes ern 
and of public happineſs.” 

Theſe expreſſions of peace and brotherly 
union were heard with delight. The Order 
of the Tiers Etat, compoſing alone the Na- 


tional Aſſembly, and exercifing excluſively 


the ſupreme power, which they had attached 


the | States-Gentral ; and although M. 
his 


table. 
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his colleagues to make that abdication; they 
certainly: would not have diſavowed it; and 
it would have become irrevocable, if the 
two other Orders had inſiſted upon it as an 
eſſential condition of their union: but they 
took no notice whatever of it. By their 
ſilence it might have been ſuſpected, that all 
agreed to prefer the title of National Aſſem- 
bly to that of States - General: but the ſuſpi- 
cion would have been unjuſt, as the Clergy, 


eyer ſince the 27th of June, had in a for- 


mer Proteſt inſiſted on maintaining the diſ- 
tinction of the three Orders. That Proteſt 
was openly preſented to the Aſſembly by the 

Cardinal de la Rochefoucault, was read 
aloud, delivered to M. Bailly, and received 
without oppoſition. The Archbiſhop of 
Vienne, ſpeaking in the name of the Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Deputies who had firſt joined the 
Tiers. Etat, declared, that they did not con- 
cur in it; and Mirabeau taking it up read it. 
argued againſt it with a tone and geſtures of 
the greateſt A N and threw it on the 


The Abbe 4 M e FR leſs: con- 
vinced than dazzled by Mirabeau's ſpeech, 
unfortunately ſpoke as Agent of the Clergy, 
and in an embarraſſed manner owned. and 
retracted 
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retracted the pretended error, which! he ſaid 
a new light had now diſpelled. On this the 
Archbiſhop of Aix, impelled by his /zeal 
for the honour of the Clergy, and for the 
prefervation of their principles, addreſſed 
_ Aſſembly in the following -terms's 
Gentlemen, we have afſembled in the 
Geitwtch Hall, in conformity to the King's 
Declaration *. In complying with arrange- 


ments, we do not relinquiſh principles. By 


yielding on ſome points we do not mean 
to infringe others; The Orders may be 
united without being confounded. We may 
conſent to deliberate in common upon 
objects in common, without renouncing 
the right that belongs to us of delibe- 
rating in Orders. We yield to the King's 
defire; which is founded upon the: volun- 
tary acceptance 'of his Declaration by the 
Order of the Clergy T. We lay before 
you the Reſolutions we adopted previouſly 
to our Nies Tow 3 We: refer to the firſt 
00 11.91% DAs 44 | 
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The new. ph Declaration | in hip Apa tf Sing of 
June 2g 19. . 


1 The King's Letter to tHe Cardin 4. ln | Rechefou- 


ponies Preſide at . of 1he: Order of they: cy” dated 
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521584095 | Article 


Jex 1789.) FRENCH REVOLUTION. 145 


Article of the King's Declaration; by which 
lis Majeſiy defires that the ancient diſtinc- 
tion F the three Orders of the State ſhould 
be fully preſerved, as eſſential to tht con- 
fitution of his Kingdom. We refer to 
the eighth Article, by which ke excepts ſuck. 
objects as cannot be diſcuſſed in common, 
thoſe which relate to the ancient and con- 
fututional rights of the three Orders, the 
form to be given to the neut States-General, 
feudal and ſeigneurial property, eceleſſia 
tical dues, and the honorary prerogatives of 
the two firſt Orders. We refer to the 
ninth Article, by which it is declared, that 
the ſpecial : conſent of the Clergy is meceſ— 
ſary in all diſcuſſions in which religion, 
eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, or the ſyſtem f 
the Eccleſiaſtical Orders and of the Jecu- 
lar and regular Societies might be. ton- 
cerned f. We do not proteſt: againſt deli- 
berating conformably to theſe arrangements, 
becauſe it is in conformity- with theſe very 
arrangements that we reſerve the right be- 
longing to the Clergy, according to the con- 


The King 5 Declaration of Jil 23, 178g. n . 
t Ideas.) its" | 
t The Cy? $ Declaration of * 23. 


8 
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| frituent laws of the Monarchy, of afſem- 
bling and voting ſeparately *, We may 
even obſerve, that the part of the Clergy 
who left us, made a reſervation of the 
diſſtinction of the Orders, and other re. 
fſervations of Tights. We are not foes to 
harmony and union among the Orders, when 
we challenge their rights, and when we 
make uſe of the very rights we challenge to 
unite with you. We may make uſe of them 
to concur in the views of conciliation which 
the King has expreſſed to us; but we nei- 
ther can nor will relinquiſh them f. This 
is the ſubſtance of the Proteſt we have deli. 
vered to you; and if it be a crime, it is to 
be imputed to our predeceſſors for eight 
hundred years paſt h: it is to be imputed to 
the Conſtitution of the State itſelf,” which 
the King is bound to maintain as well as we, 
and which is not to be OO by "_ ne 
palin perm Guin 1 : 
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» Reſolution of the "pays the Clergy of . 


+ Reſolution of a part of the members of the Clergy, 
of June 19. | 


{ Reſolution of the Order of the Clergy: of ions 27+ 


8 Diſtinction of the __ Wr e 
* Hincmar. 
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« You are not to imagine, Gentlemen, 
that the diſtinction of the Orders was eſta- 
bliſhed and maintained for the advantage of 
the two firſt. It is of importance to the 


Tiers-Etat, as well as to the Nobility and 


Clergy. The ſame rights and powers are 
exerciſed by each Order, and it is upon juſt 


and eſſential reaſons that this diſtinction is 


founded, for its principle is in the welfare 
of the People. It ariſes from no particular 
title, nor is it derived from any period of 
time. It is not à tranſient law, but it is 
that law of reaſon which adjuſts rights to 
intereſts,” and which ought to purſue. the va- 
nity of them. When firſt towns became 
free, and were privileged from all dominion 
but that of the Sovereign, they directed their 
own affairs. They had their own expences 
to bear; they exerciſed the right of conſent- 
ing to their contributions; they appointed 
Deputies and Repreſentatives, and formed 
an Order in the Nation. The Lords of 
Manors were at that time, by the nature of 
their poſſeſſions, the natural and neceſſaryß 
Repreſentatives of their vaſſals. In the 
States-General they were perſonally, as they 

now are, by their Deputies, and as they ſtil! 


are individually in the Elective Aſſemblies, 
2 the 


— 


— 
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the protectors of the intereſts of their vaſ. 
ſals, of thoſe of the landed property, and of 
haff the kingdom. The caſe was the ſame 
with the Clergy, who are appointed be 
the teachers and miniſters of religion, which 
forms the common intereſt of every claſs of 
citizens, and- who are poſſeſſors of eſtates 
which give them a ſhare in all the intereſts 
of the lands. Theſe are the titles that are 
* ſuperior to all privileges, the titles which 
| confer powers on the two firſt Orders, by 
* aſſociating them for the welfare of the Na- 
tion at large. No ſingle Order can arrogate 
the right of deſtroy ing the titles of the other 
two; a right which it partakes with them. 
It is only together, and with the King's ap- 
probation, that the Orders can, I will not 
ſay overthrow, but make the {lighteſt alter- 
ation in the conſtitution; Nothing can be 
done lawfully- but by the laws themſelves, 
They muſt direct and juſtify the meaſures to 
be taken for their reform. They muſt re- 
gulate the changes to be made in themſelves, 
and the laws deelare, fat the opinion of 
one Order cannot bind another ; that the 
opinion of two Orders cannot injure or af- 
fe the third. We are in the preſence of each 


other; e may communicate our ſentiments 
15 diſ- 


* 
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at liberty, and rrap: all che advantages of diſc 
cuſſion, Is it hen the Orders are united that 


they are to be more divided than ever ? Can 


you imagine that the Reſolution of one Order 


At in which the other two had neither 


concurred nor been conſulted, is to over- | 


throw all their principles, and, deſtroy, all 
their powers ? The only queſtion that has 
been yet diſcuſſed is. that on the verification 
of the powers. Why cannot this queſtion 
be examined and argued. with temper ? Why 


muſt the people aſſemble, all the citizens 
be in motion, diſcord enter into every ſo- 


ciety, and the peace of the capital be diſ- 


turbed? I know not what projects and 


changes art preparing, though the earth 


ſeems to quake beneath our feet, Is this 
Common Hall then no longer hat it ought 


to be, a common centre of mutual confer- 


ence and information, but an abyſs deſtined 
for our deſtruction ? How could the People 


of themſelves be, ſenſible of the great im- 


portance of this queſtion, or rather of that 
of its intended. conſequences? It relates to 
no tax, to none of the heavy duties 'by 
which men can be oppreſſed, nor to any of 


thoſe intereſts. by which the People can be 
affected. This queſtion in itſelf no way 


Vol. I. O con- 
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concerns them; and the utmoſt extent! tg 
which it ean be carried only relates to forms 
of Government, which may and which 
ſhould: engage ehe attention of welk-inform. 
ed men, but which cannot be either known 
or decided by the multitude. By what mo- 
ties can they be. excited When there is no 
queſtion ef asd object which dhey can 
either comprefieid or be interoſted in: It as 
well known what mobs have aſſembled at 
the door of the Clergy's Chamber for this 
welt paſt! Murtivirs have been inceſſindy 
bee around the Eccleſiaſtieali Deputies. 
Some have been inſulted. Why are not 
theſe miſguided people; Who ate open to 
every alarm, better inſtructedꝰ Let them be 
told the truth Het them be thus addreſſed: 


| 

| 

| 

+ Your! ſafety, liberty; and | property; are | 
1 


tot here centerned· Thoſe are our com- 
mon intereſts; on which you. need not 
fear that any diſpute will riſe amongſt us; | 
and when'thoſe rights, whiety/arwalſo the | 
rights of the members of the tw / o firſt Or 0 
ders, ſhall be ſecured by the concurrence of 
+ thetliree Orders, and of the King, of what 
importance to you are diſcuſſions and diſ- Eo 
© tinRions;- which cannot affect you? 2560 l 
* Hors * and bo not meet "1 
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jn public in this manner, to give your- 
« ſelves up to groundleſs fears. What you 
have to fear is the exciting of commo- 
tions among you. Do not injure your 
hopes by diſorder, but enjoy in peace the 
fruits of your uſeful laboùrs, and reſpect 
t the freedom of the votes of your: Repre- 
ſentatives. This is the language we 
ſhould ſpeak to the People: we muſt tran« 
quilliſe them by our harmony, and not ex- 
cite them to inſurrection by our ſtrife ; and 
if we do not reſtrain their firſt movements, 
who amongſt us can foreſee where they will 
end? This is one of the firſt ſubjects we 
ſhould take into conſideration, if you wiſh 
to unite the Orders, and not to deſtroy them, 
if you wiſh to improve the Conſtitution by 
reforming abuſes. We expreſs to you the 
real inclinations of the Order of the Clergy. - 
Whatever may happen, we ſhall not have to 
reproach: ourſelves with having abandoned 
the principles of the Conſtitution, or neglect- 
ed the means of reconciling them with the 
King's intentions. and the reſtoration of pub. 
lic tranquillity.” -: ; Stct13 bluodt to 
The conduct of 8 Order 0b. the Nobi- 
lty on this: oceaſion was not tefs: worthy: of 
prailey 1 They returned toctheir oπτn Hall 
O2 the 
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the day after the union of the three Orders ; 
continued to aſſemble ; there for ſeven. or 
eight days longer, and formally declared, as 
appears by the minutes of their Sitting, 
% That they had gone into the Hall of the 
 Tiers-Etat only in conſideration of the 
danger that threatened the life of the King; 
but that, as that ſudden and unforeſeen union 


could only be temporary, they ſtill regarded 


themſelves as forming a ſeparate Order, 
and ſhould continue in conſequence to af. 
ſemble ſeparately.” Their laſt Sittings were 
occupied in diſcuſſing meaſures for preſery- 
ing the title of States-General, the diſtinc- 
tion-of the Orders, and the different Cham- 


bers for buſineſs, according to the ancient . 


Conſtitution. It was determined that all in- 
dividual claims on this point ſhould be pro- 


hibited, but that thoſe of the whole Order 


ſhould be drawn up in the form of a Reſo- 
lution, which the Preſident ſhould be charged 
ta read in the Aſſembly calling themſelves 
the National Aſſembly; that in the mean time 


a Proteſt ſhould be framed, to be made uſe 


of ſhould thoſe claims not be admitted ; 
and that this Proteſt, ſigned by all the mem- 


bers who formed the majority of the Nobi- 


a ſhould, if occaſion required, be laid on 
2 the 
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the table. But before theſe two inſtruments 
could be prepared, the Hall in which the 
Order held their Sittings was ſhut up. They 
could now only aſſemble at the | houſe of 
their Preſident, who, to avoid expoſing him. 
ſelf individually, received the members more 
as company viſiting him, than as an. aſſem- 
bled body, He urged the fear of diſpleaſing 
the King, or of increaſing the dangers of 
his ſituation, as objections againſt all the 
meaſures that were propoſed. . However, 
when the Reſolution and the- Proteſt were 
ready, the Deputies of the Order of the No- 
bility repaired to the Duke of Luxembourg” 4 
houſe, and declared to him, in the firmeſt 
manner, that they were abſolutely deter- 
mined to ſign and complete them. The 
Duke, finding it would be in vain to op- 
poſe, endeavoured to evade it, and with that 
view adjourned the ſigning of the two pa- 
pers till eight o'clock the next morning. 
The Deputies, moſt of whom were punctual 
to the hour appointed, were as much diſ- 
pleaſed as ſurpriſed to learn, on their arrival | 
at the Duke's, that he had ſet out in the 
morning as ſoon as it was light, with all 
his family, for one of his eſtates a ud 
leagues from Paris. IB eittrtt tra Ils vablovs 
wy | The 


| 
| 
| 
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| ſhould render himfelf more- popular by 
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diſſolved by the abſence of its Preſident and 


Vice-Preſident, for M. de Croui was alſo in 
the country, it became impoffible to make 
any claim in a body, and the progreſs of the 
Revolution left no hope to individual re- 
monſtrances. In this extremity, the only re- 


ſource remaining was, to enter into Proteſts 


by Bailiwicks, and depoſit them with the 
King; and this was adopted. But his Ma- 
jeſty reſuſing to be the depoſitary of any act 


dy which the fincerity of bis reliance on 


the Aﬀembly could be rendered doubtful, 


they wore committed to the Count d' Artois, | 
who was pleaſed to receive them. They 


are proofs of the ſpirit of the Order of the 
Nobility, of their attachment to the ancient 
Conſtitution of the Kingdotn, and of their 
fefiſtance of the violent enterpriſes * boy 
Order of the Tiers-Evat; 0 

Is order to explain and ſe 4 ju ee 
the conduct of ho two firſt Orders an inan | 
occaſions, it is neceſſary to know; that the 
King; whom the Minifters were p ypetually = 
aſſuring that the only means of rpporting 
the Government was Popularity, hgh he 


avoiding all communication, direct or indi- 
« T : , 18 J rect, 


a 
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rect, with the members of the Clergy and 
Nobility. The conſequence was, that they 
always went to the Aſſembly without being 
prepared or informed of what was going to 
paſs, and that they were frequently ſilent 

during the moſt important debates, from the 
apprehenſion of oppoſing the King's views; 


and this was the reaſon of their not remon- 


ſtrating againſt the title of National Afſem- 
bly, although they foreſaw all the conſe- 
quences of it. The effect of a new word, 
in times of Revolution, is beyond all calcu- 
lation. It was not through modeſty, but po- 
licy, that Oromuell, who had need of unli- 
mited power to maintain his uſurpation, pre- 
ſerred he title of Protector to that of King. 
The- Uinits of the Royal authority were 
known* that öf Protector never having had 
any, he ere them. as be ene 
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ay fy — People — e — 
Vefection f the Troops. — Some French 
Guards confined: in te Pri of: 
the Abbaye ſet - at Liberty by the 
People Conduct of the A fſembly — A 
Letter from the King—Burleſque Sits 
ting of Patriots al the Palais-Royatrr 
Deputation from the Paris Eleflors-m 


Rapid Progreſs of the Spirit vf Infur- 


recbion— Arrival of Troops in the Champ 


de Mars, and in the neighbourhood of 
Paris—Marſhal Broglio Generalifhmo— 
His Regulations —Abſurd alarm —The 
Soldiers careſſed by the People, and the 
Officers inſulted Speech from Mirabeau 
1 —Adareſs to the King—Deputation— 
AA! 12 * 0 | \ His 


repaid by the moſt lively and eee 
clamations of Vive le Roi [PP—« Vive la 


\ 
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His Majeſtys an ſwer. Di ſcontent and 
 Maneuvres of the Fuctious. Mr. Necker's 
N e Ee of Or lune. 3 
WI EN the news of the union of: the 
three Orders was known at. Verſailleg, the 


People, tranſported with joy, flocked to 


the Courts of the Palace, crying out for 
the King and Queen. Their Majeſties ſhow-' 
ed themſelves at one of the balconies of _ 
Marble Court, and. their condeſcenſion w 


Reine! That unfortunate Princeſs melted 
into tears, nor Wr e ain _ 


own. ©3 * i lg een elt 


When their Majeſties lelt che nm 
the moſt unthinking part of the populace, 


£ incapable of retaining the mild and pure im- 
preſſions which this affecting ſcene muſt 


have made upon them, haſtened to forget 
them under the windows of Mr. Necker, 


to whom they offered the groſs incenſe of 


their benedictions. To him was aſcribed 
not only: all that the King had ſaid and done 
to accelerate. the union of the Orders, but 
alſo the alarm that had been given to the 


Count 4 Artois reſpecting the pretended 
danger 


| 
if 
h 
if 
| 


Pidly. 
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danger with which the King's» life: Was 
threatened, |and which had determined his 
Royal Highneſs to write the lettervthiar\he 
had ſent to the Marquis de Lagueuille. 
Some parties went alſo to render thei ſame 
homage to the Duke of Orleans, M. Baiiiy, 


and Af. de Montmorin, the laſt of hom 


was conſidered as een en, Necker 
had in the Council. es ni od 
The whole night was ſpent - in illu- 
minations and rejoicings. In almoſt every 
ſtreet there wert bonfires arid dances, in 
which the populace and towns. people were 
ſeen joining with the French and Swiſ 
Guards, the Dragoons, and Huſſars, The 
capital was alſo illuminated, to celebrate 
this Revolutionary Union, which altered che 
characters to be ſupported by the three Or- 
ders, dure een funk the W x 
therthird/ 2 ien aid foul wn. roits 
The defeQtion which had already att 
& in ſeveral regiments now ſpread very ra- 
It particularly broke out moſt ſcan- 
dalouſſy and -fatally' among the French 
Guards, : The Gardes du Corps themſelves, 
ſo fenomned for their bravety and fidelity, 
ſeemed for a moment infected witk the 
mania of the new: «road but this was 
197: - ſoon 


P. 
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the Archbiſhop" of ' Parts 
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ſoon betreue und buried in obliyian "ny 
their ſubſequent heroiſmm. 


The People, impatient ta at in exer- 


ciſing the power their Repreſentatives had 
now gained by the union of the three Or- 
ders, were not flow in ſignaliſing their ſo- 
vereignty by the moſt eriminal exceſſes; and 
the good city of Paris was the firſt to ſer 
the example. On the goth of June, about 
half after fix in the evening, a perſon paſſ- 
ing the Caffe de Fol threw 'a letter among 
the crowd of patriots and loungers who 
were holding their Sitting at the coffee. houſe, 
and diſappeared in an inſtant. The letter 


vas opened and read: it was from eleven 


of the French Guards, whom their officers 
had ſent” to the priſon of the Abbaye St. 
Germazn, for having refuſed to join in diſ- 
perſing the mobs that had collected at Ver- 
failles; particulatly thoſe which had beſet 
the houſe of 

the Miſſion.” Theſe rebellious foldiers, in- 
ſtead of rejoicing at not having bern puniſh< 
ed ſo ſeverely as they deſerved, had the- im- 
pudence to pretend that they were victims 
to their patriotiſm, and ſaid that the next 
night they werd to be removed to Bicdtre, 
a place, 5 obferyed in the letter, 
deſigned 
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deſigned for vile R and not 155 


« brave fellows like us. 
A young man who had bee the aide 
fad went immediately into the garden of the 


- Palats-Royal, mounted a chair, and thus 


addreſſed a great crowd that in an inſtant 
gathered about him: Gentlemen, the 
brave ſoldiers who ſpared the blood of our 


felow-citizens at Verſailles are-confined in 


the Abbaye ; and if we do not fly to deliver 
them, they may in a few hours be ij 
of their exiſtence.” | 

This produced all the effect interned by 
the ſpeaker. . His hearers one and all cried 


out, To the Abbaye to the Abbaye! 


We will bring them to you in leſs than an 
hour |” This band as they went along were 
re-enforced by all the young men and townſ- 
men they met; ſo that when they got to the 


Abbaye their number amounted to about 4000 
men, a great many of whom where armed 


with axes, crows, clubs, and large hammers, 
which they bad _ from —_ in their 
2 [apy 1 

The priſon 8 were "uh forced, and 
all the priſoners ſet at liberty, and led in 
triumph to the -Palars-Royal, about half af- 


ter nine 2 Juſt as they were leaving 


the 
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the Abbaye, a; company of Dragoons and 
another of Huſſars came upon them full 
gallop, with ſabres drawn, as if they in- 
tended to diſperſe the crowd; but the peo- 
ple laying hold of their bridles, the ſoldiers 
at the ſame inſtant returned their ſabres into 
their ſcabbards, and took off their helmets 


in token of peace; upon which wine was 


brought to them, and they drank to the 
health of the King and of the Nation. 
The priſoners were received at the Palais 
Royal with acclamations, and the moſt cla- 
morous tranſports of joy. . They were re- 
galed with ſupper on a table Jaid in the 


garden, and camp-beds were carried to the 


Theatre of the Vartetes, where they ſlept, 
guarded by a great number of citizens. The 
next day lodgings were taken for them at an 
hotel * adjoining the Palazs-Royal, and 
their deliverers diſpatched a Deputation of 
twenty perſons to the National Aſſembly to 
place them under their protection. The firſt 
ſtep taken by theſe Deputies on arriving at 
Verſailles was to write to M. Bally, to in- 
form him, ** that they were ſent by the 
Public to give him an account of the affair 


* L'Hotel de Geneve. 1 5 £4 
of 
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time ie agitated, and, by imploring the King's 


* 


of the priſoners of the-Abbaye, and to b. 
fer upon it with the National Aſſembly, to 


whom they wiſhed: to preſent à petition. 


In a, poſtſcript they added. Excuſe, * 


the difhabille in which we appear; but 
forced to come away in haſte, wer had ak 
time to think of ſo trifling a circumſtance, 
and under our Fa ow: 109d we FR” all 
French hearts. E O 

This Deputation, or b ce theſe — 


from Paris, for ſo were they called, were 


not admitted to the bar of the Houſe; but 
their letter to M. Bailly was read to the Aſ- 


ſembly, who ſpent the whole Sitting in dif- 
ceuſſing what was to be done on the occaſion. 


At length, after many motions and much 
debating, _ followin 8 eee Was 


adopted: 


l Ih 10 to the in come « Hou Paris, 
the Preſident ſhall' ſay, that they are to re- 


turn to that city with entreaties for peace and 


union, which alone can ſecond the inten- 
tions of the National Aſſembly, and the la- 


bours to which they devote en e for 


the public happineſfſss. ˖ 
The National Aſſembly beneide 6 trou- 
bles with which the city of Paris is at this 


cle- 
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clemency towards the perſons who, may be 
guilty, they mean to ſet an example of the 
moſt profound reſpec fat the Royal autho- 
rity, on Which depends che ſafetyl of the 
Empire. {They therefore conjure! the inha- 
bitants of the capital to return immediately to 
order, and to impreſs on their minds the ne- 
ceſſity of peare, which: can alone enſure the 
infinite advantages that France is on the 
point of reaping from the voluntary union 
of all the Repreſentatives of the Nation. 
A Deputation ſhall be ſent to. the King 
to inform him of the part tuken by the Na- 
tional Aſſembly, and to befeech him to ein- 
ploy, for the reſtoration. of order, the infal- 
lible means of elemency and mildneſs, which 
| are ſo natural to his heart, and of cunſi- 
dence, which A 1 e — bn ak ever 
deſerve. a „ Won 36,04 

In this\Refolution we ſtill 1 Wes 
of reſpect for the King; but we alſo obſerve 
with what condeſcenſion, or, properly ſpeak: 
ing, with what art, the Aſſembly rather be- 
wail the troubles that agitate the capital than 
expreſs indignation at them, and mentioti 
the authors of them not as guiliy, but only 
as perſons who may be guilty. It is true 
that * * were the Pulais. Royal 


Patriots, 


264 
Riesen who had n dubbed:themſelves | 


uE NATION, and who by that title had fo 
much the more right to the attentions of the 


\ 


Aſſembly, as their ſupport might become 
very uſeful to them on many occaſions baſilj 
foreſeen, It was this ſuperior conſidera- 


tion, no doubt, that prevented them from 
perceiving how abſurd it was to heſeech the 


King to employ, for the reſtoratiom of order, 
the infallible means of clemency. It is ma- 
nifeſt, in fact, that clemency, far from being 
an infallible means to ſuppreſs ſedition, 
cannot be regarded or have exiſtence as any 


thing like a means, till after the ſedition is 
quelled; then the King may, according to his 
judgment, uſe clemency towards the diſ- 


turbers of public order; but this means is 

the very reverſe of being infallible in the 

prevention of new troubles. W's 
Eight members of the Ti erte Etat, and 


four df each of he other two, compoſed 


the Deputation charged with preſenting the 


Reſolution to the King. The Archbiſhop 


of Paris was appointed their Speaker. His 
Majeſty, affected by what M. de quigne 


_ to him, aſked for the W * 


8 x 


9 * De nk was the Archbihop's name. 917 
2 having 
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having read it, mad the following anſwer 


to the Deputation : 5 
« Your Reſolution is very p tude” 'L 


approve what” the Afembly' of 5 States. 


General have done g and while they continue 


to place confidence in me, I hope chat all 
will go well. I will inform ye of _ de- 


termination.” abt 


The next day, July 2d, the King ent a 


letter to the Archbiſhop of Paris in theſe 


terms : ** have obtained an exact account, 

my Couſin, of all that paſſed in the evening 
of the goth of June. The violence uſed to 
ſet the priſoners of the Abbaye free is infi- 
nitely blameable; and all the Otders, all 
bodies of men, all peaceable citizens are in- 
tereſted in the higheſt degree to maintain 

the full energy of the hws, oft. which reſts 
the protection of public tranquillity. 1 
ſhall, however, in this inſtance, when or- 
deris reſtored, yield to the dictates of mercy; 
and I hope I ſhall have no reaſon. to repreach 
myſelf for my clemency, as it is for the firſt 
time beſought by the Aſſembly of the Re- 
preſentatives of the Nation; but T do not 
doubt that that Aſſembly will attach equal, 

nay ſuperior importance to the ſucceſs of all 
the meaſures which I am taking to reſtore 
. | P kat order | 
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order in the capital. The ſpirit of licen- 
tiouſneſs and diſorder is. deſtructive of all 
happineſs; and if it gains ground, not only 
the peace of all the citizens would be mo. 
leſted, and their confidence ſhaken, but, in 
| the end, perhaps the generous. labours to 
Which the Repreſentatives, of the Nation are 
devoting themſelves may be conſidered of no 
value. Communicate my letter to, the States- 
General, and be aſſured yourſelf, my Couſin, 
of my eſteem,” ; | 
This letter and the King's anſwer, of 
which the Archbiſhop of Parts gave an ac- 
Count to the Aſſembly, were. applauded by 
the greater part of the members, who ex- 
preſſed their acknowledgment. by the ery. of 
% Mus le Rot! But the words States-Ge- 
neral, uſed in his Majeſty's letter, and in 
his verbal reply to the Deputation, provoked 


a certain number of Deputies, who, not ſa- 


tisfied in with - holding their applauſe, main- 
tained that the expreſſion which had pus them 
out of humour had never come from the 


King's lips; but the members of the Depu- 


tation declared, that the account given by 
the Archbiſhop of Paris was literally exact, 
and there could be no doubt of it, as the 

King had uſed. the ſame expreſſion, in the 
1 92 
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letter written with his own hand. At all 
events, the words States-General were ſup- 
prefſed in the minute of this ſitting, and in 
* of the Journals. It is to be obſerved, 
that none of the members of the Afembly | 
entered any proteſt” againſt this piece of 
for ger7 \ 

While this weighty buſineſs engaged the 
attention of the States-General and of the 
Council, the eleven French Guards, who 
were compelled to be conſtantly at the win- 
dows of the hotel where they were lodged, 
in order to gratify the curioſity of the Peo- 
ple, were receiving the bounty of the ſpec- 
tators in baſkets ſuſpended by ribbons ; and 
at the ſame time the Palats- Royal. Patriots, 
waiting news of their deputation,' were 
holding a moſt tumultuous and burleſque 
ſtting near the Circus, in which all the 
orators ſpeaking at once made themſelves 
boarſe with bawling out motions which no- 
body heard. Will you follow us to Ver- 
illes, Gentlemen?“ cried one of them 
with the voice of a Stentor. Yes! yes! 
to Verſailles !—to Verfailles !“ was the an- 


ſuer; and they were going to fet off for 


Verſailles, when another orator with iron 
lungs roared out—** Ho! what are we go- 
* ing 
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ing to do there? . Going to do“ replied 
the former; to aſk the King not to let the 

military cheſt of the French Guards be any 
longer in the hands of ſcoundrels, but to or. 
der it to be left to the care of the Serjeants, 
and not of the Officers.“ This Propoſition 
was received with ſuch loud and continued 
burſts of laughter, that it was impoſſible to 
take it into conſideration. The propoſer be. 
ing urged by perſons about him to put an 
end to the laughing, called out. Gentle. 
men, I move that it be reſolved by this 


FE auguſt Aſſembly, that he who does not keep 


ſilence ſhall immediately be baſtinadoed.” 
The auditors, fearing leſt this motion ſhould 
be -executed .eyen before it was debated, 
ſcampered all away, and = an end to. the 
ſitting. 
However minute theſe Sethe may. appear, 
they are nevertheleſs neceſſary, to ſhow 
what was, from the very beginning, the 
weakneſs and timidity of the Government in 
preſerving : the Royal authority, the au- 
dacity with which it was attacked, the 
means; uſed by the factious, and the kind 
of men hey employed as their principal 
agents. 

The Aſſembly of the Electors of Paris, 


who 
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who ſtill continued- their meetings, hearing 
that the King had made the return of the 
eleven French Guards to priſon the condi- 
tion of their pardon, reſolved that a depu- 
tation of twenty- four of their members 
ſhould be diſpatched to Verſailles, and not 
return without the pardon for the ſoldiers, 
who had ſurrendered - themſelves at the 
priſon of the Abbaye : but his Majeſty. be- 


0 ing informed of this reſolution ſent the 
ties pardon as ſoon as their ſurrender was known, 
* and before this deputation arrived at Ver- 
EP ſailles. Bet N 


This act of clemency, which the Aſſem- 
bly conſidered as an infallible means of re- 
ſtoring order, produced the contrary effect. 8 
The audacity of the factious and the fer- 
ment of the People from that moment in- 
creaſed rapidly, and in the moſt alarming 
manner. Bands of plunderers, ſuch as are 
always ſeen aſſembling or ſuddenly appear- 
ing wherever diſorder prevails, excited in. 
ſurrections in all the principal towns, on the 
grounds of real or pretended ſcarcity.» The 
crowds at the Palais. Royal became daily 
more numerous, and their motions more in- 
flammatory. It has never been fully aſcer- 
ined who defrayed the expences of all their 

| P 3 ſeditious 
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ſeditious commotions ; but certain it is they 
were paid for: this at leaſt I can atteſt, that 
two perſons of my acquaintance, going out 
of the Palats-Royal, whither they had been 
led to mix in the crowds. from curioſity to 
hear the motions, found in their pockets 


two ſix-livres pieces wrapt up in paper, on 


which theſe words were written: Be one 


of us, and you ſhall never want money.” 
If ſuch were the pay of mere liſteners, 
how much higher muſt the more confiden- 
tial agents, the propoſers of motions and 
others, have been rewarded | | 
It was in theſe circumſtances that the 
King, convinced that the only means of re- 
ſtoring tranquillity to the capital was the 


preſence of a military force ſufficient to awe | 


the movers of ſedition, ordered ſeveral re- 
giments to march towards Paris. Three 
were encamped on the Champ de Mars, and 
the others ſtationed at La Muette, Paſſy, 
Se ves, St. Denis, and other villages. Mar- 
ſhal Broglio was ſummoned to Verſailles, 
and appointed Commander in chief of the 
forces aſſembled in the Ifle of France.— 
He poſted artillery in all the avenues to Ver- 
ſailles, and ordered conſtant patrols of ſuf- 
vent foxce to protect the Palace from in- 
1 


J17.ͤöͤàX4bů0 r t . r 


. n 2 2 %tq 


— — — 


I 


= 


Out 
cen 


5 


TIP 
E 


FFP —5BcG 0 ˙*· re <@ > 


3 8 3 


Tory 1789.) FRENCH REVOLUTION, 171 


ſult. The ſight of the cannon, and the 
motion of the troops, ſtill more provoked 
and alarmed the People, and alſo the greater 
number of the Deputies. Their apprehen- 
fions appeared by the letters with which 
they deluged the capital and provinces, and 
in which they charged the Miniſtry with 
the maddeſt deſigns againſt the Aſſembly ; 

ſuch as of firing red-hot balls upon the Hall 
of the States, of blowing it up with bar- 
rels of gunpowder, and the like. The lead. 


ers at the Palais-Royal now talked only of 


repelling force 'by force, and of embodying 
and arming the citizens to oppoſe the mi- 
litary. At the ſame time every poſſible 
means was made uſe of to corrupt the ſol- 
diers ; thoſe who came and mixed with the 
People were loaded with careſſes, while the 
officers were always groſſly inſulted when 
they appeared at the Palars-Royal. 

July 8. At this critical juncture, Count 
Mirabeau, who no doubt had his reaſons for 
being more alarmed than any other, roſe ab- 
ruptly in the middle of a debate; and addreſ- 
ſed the Aſſembly in the following ſpeech : 

% Very powerful muſt be the motive 
that could prevail on me to interrupt the 
debate, but you will pardon my ardour; as the 

P 4 . danger 
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danger I riſe to give notice of threatens at 
once the liberty of the Nation and of the 
States-General, and arne the du er of 
the Throne. 
I have ſcarcely pad tgp to collect n my 
ideas, but Four" knowledge will f e my 
deficiencies. 

Six days ago you i ke into a Refolu, 
tion to invoke the King's clemency, and to 
beſeech him to employ mild means in or- 
der to reſtore tranquillity to the capital. 
The King declared, that he thought 
your Reſolution full of wiſdom. His an- 
ſwer contains this remarkable expreſſion, 
- * While you have conſidence in me all will 
go well.“ The King afterwards declared, 
in a letter to the Archbiſhop of Paris, that 
as ſoon as the priſoners had ſurrendered he 
would be guided only by his clemency. 
FThoſe expreſſions, fall of dom ſimt 
raiſed confidence and reſtored tranquillity. 

| *© The letter ooneluded with announcing, 
that the King was going to take meaſures to 
prevent commotions. \ 
From this we might have 1050 e 
to conſider what meaſures they might be. 
Doubt and anxiety would have been the firſt 

emotions „and thoſe would have led us to 


„ 
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beſeech his Myjeſty to rein * thoſe 


meaſures were. N rien 


« I ſhould myſelf hw r a motion 8 
upon that ſubject, had I not, by reading over 
and over again thoſe expreſſions full of 


goodneſs which had flowed from the King's 
ſenſibility, been fully ſatisfied with them. 


„But what has been the ſequel of this 
moderation by which W e d 


to ſleep 7 


In theſe moments of number woops 
have been collected, trains of artillery 
brought up, regiments are on their march, 
five-and-thirty thouſand men are already ar- 
rived, and eren thouſand more are a 
pected, Al ir 

„ The comminications areall ſeized. up⸗ 


on; the highways, paſſes, bridges, all in- 


tercepted —our very walks are no longer 
free: ſecret preparations, dark and n x 
deſigns, are all we hear olf. 
Was it not enough that the PN oil | 


of Liberty had been ſtained? Was it not 


enough, that the want of attention to the 
indiſpenſable conveniences requiſite for all 
ranks and all men had marked a degtading 


contempt for the majeſty of the Nation? 


Was it not enough that the Deputies had 
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been treated like ſtrolling players, whoſe 
barn the grand maſter metamorphoſes at his 
pleaſure ? But muſt the military train of 
deſpotiſm ſpread alarm through the whole 
nation—give them, if I may ſo fay, the 
fignal of civil war, and inſult them in their 
| Repreſentatives ? 

« And were we alone concerned, would 
it not be proper that we ſhould be treated 
with a civility worthy the Nation we re. 
preſent ? | 

4 Is it forgotten that mY King is re- 
ſpectable i in proportion as the Nation is re- 
ſpected ? Is it forgotten that he wiſhes to 

govern only free men? And is he to be con- 
Sa to the cruel condition of deſpots, 
woefully doomed neyer to know the ſweet 
ſenſation of confidence ? arid 
_ + Meaſures like theſe are not wid to 
reſtore tranquillity—it is reſtored ; but, ad- 
mitting the commotions to be true,* what 
need is there for a camp at Verſailles, for a 
camp under the walls of the capital, for 
parks of artillery on the plains, the roads, 
the bridges, and in the gardens? _ 
% The People ſhow ſigns of great diſor- 
der; the gates of a priſon are forced, and 
priſoners delivered from their irons : but an 
act 


8: 
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act of clemency puts a ſtop to the general 
turbulence ; the people diſperſe, order is 
reſtored, and the 'priſoners reſume their 
irons. In a word, the King's goodneſs. ef- 
fected what the cannon of armies long ex- 
perienced in the military art, and led by 


victorious Generals, could not have ac- 


compliſhed. 
Never had the People more reaſon to 
be ſatisfied than at this moment. They have 


in view happineſs, the regeneration of their 


laws, and the reform of abuſes under which 
they have long groaned. Their wiſhes and 
their hopes centre in this Aſſembly. Nor 
did this pretended inſurrection, which is to 
be quelled by numerous armies, begin be- 


fore the military retinue of the Royal Sit- 


ting had every where ſpread apprehenſion 
and terror. It was not till the People had 
ſeen their Deputies i in danger that en mani- 
feſted their indignation. 

% But of what uſe are theſe arms and this 
artillery, that every moment threaten our. 
heads? Is it ſuppoſed that the ſoldier will 
turn aſſaſſin at the nod of his leaders? Are 


the adviſers of theſe diſaſtrous meaſures ſure 


of conſtantly maintaining military rigour ? 
Can they degrade the French ſoldiers fo low 
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a8 to make them the mere paſſive miniſters 
of their fury? Is it imagined that they will 
be ſimple machines? and that they will not 


perceive that they are cutting the throats of 


their eee their e. Wan at 
friends? | 

28s Drs + it. to inſult, to neee hes 
that hordes of barbarians, thirſting for 
French blood, and waiting but to ſhed it, 
are ſummoned from the receſſes of the 


north? Is it to relieye the miſery of the 
People that they are called to diſpute with us 


a ſcanty remainder of food, ſcarcely, enough 


to avert famine for a few te from our- 
| ſelves ? | Oe ' 510 


RN ba The a of theſe. circum, 
ſtances, of which I have given a very haſty 
ſketch, calls upon me, in nnen e 
faq duty, to move 

That an Addreſs be 9 to ha 


| King, ſhowing to his Majeſty the great ap- 


prehenſions that have ariſen in the Aſſem- 
bly, from the liberty that has been lately 
taken, in his name, to collect about the ca- 
pital and Verſailles a train of artillery, and nu- 
merous corps of military, foreign as well as 


national, ſome of which are already cantoned 
in the neighbouring villages, and are about 


to 


* 


the People, to provide for the maintenance 
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to form ſeveral camps in | the environs of 5 
the two towns. 

«« That it be repieſtlited" to the King, 
that theſe meaſures are not only oppoſite to 
the gracious intentions of his Majeſty for 
relieving his ſubjects, on the unfortunate 
occaſion of the dearth,” but contrary alſo to 


the liberty and honour of the National 


Aſſembly, and calculated to deſtroy that 
confidence between the King and his Peo- 


ple, which forms the glory and ſafety of the 


Monarchy, which alone can ſecure the 
peace of the Kingdom, and at length pro- 
cure for the Nation the ineſttimable fruits 
which they expect from the labours "and 
zeal of this Aſſembly.” vie {MA 
- 4+” That his Majeſty be coſt reſpectfully 
entreated to remove the fears of his faithful 


ſubjects, by giving neceſſary orders for put- 


ting an immediate ſtop to thoſe meaſures, 
equally uſeleſs, dangerous, and aldtming 
and for the ſpeedy removal of © the 628585 
and train of artillery back to rhe" | Nun 
whence they were called. len Nu 
And as it may be proper, in conſe- 
quence of the diſturbance and Ufead "which 


theſe meaſures have created i in the minds of 


of 
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of the peace, his Majeſty ſhall be entreated 
to give orders that, in the two cities of Paris 
and Verſailles, there be forthwith raiſed 
bourgeois guards, who under command of 
the King will be fully ſufficient for the 
purpoſe, without augmenting about theſe 
towns, already oppreſſed with the cala- 
mities of ſcarcity, the number of con- 
ſumers.“ 33 


This motion made a very ſtrong inwerl, 


ſion on the Aſſembly, and was adopted al- 
moſt unanimouſly, except the article rela- 
tive to the eſtabliſnment of a bourgeois 
guard. A Committee was appointed to 


draw up without delay the Addreſs to the 


King; and Mirabeau offering one which 
he had already prepared, it was adopted with 
ſame flight changes. This artful Addreſs, 
to which the fatal error of the majority of 
the Aſſembly, and of the Nation itſelf, may 
| be aſcribed, was not the work of a few mo- 


ments, whatever Mirabeau might ſay: we 


have but to read it to be convinced that it 
was very e ly conſidered ; 


66 Sikk, 
«. You have invited the National Afems- 
| bly to repoſe its confidence in you; which 


was 
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was meeting its deareſt wiſhes, We are 


come to ſtate our alarm to your Majeſty. 
Had we the weakneſs to fear for ourſelves, 

your goodneſs would deign even in that cafe . 
to remove our fears ; and while you blamed 
us for doubting your intentions, you would 
attend to our uneaſineſs, you would diſſipate 
its cauſe, you would leave no uncertainty in 


© the ſituation of the National Aſſembly. 


„But, Sire, we do not implore your 
protection, as that would be to offend your 
juſtice. _ 

We have conceived fears; and we Joop 
to aſſert, that they ariſe from the pureſt pa- 
triotiſm, from the intereſt of our conſti- 
tuents, from anxiety for public tranquillity. 
and the happineſs of a beloved Monarch, 
who, in clearing our path to felicity, well 
deſerves to walk in it n without im- 
pediment. 

The real welfare of the . Sire, 
lies in the emotions of your heart. | 

When troops are advancing on all ſides, 
when camps are forming about us, and the 
capital is inveſted, we aſk each other, with 
aſtoniſhment, if the King miſtruſts the fide- 
lity of his People? Could he have doubted 
it, would he not have made his paternal ap- 

prehenſions 
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prehenſions known to us? What means this 
menacing array? Where are the enemies, of 
the State and of the King, who are to be 
ſubdued ? Where are the rebels, the leaguers, 
that are to be reduced ? From the capital 
and from the whole kingdom one unani- 
mous voice replies: We love our King, one 
| leſs Heaven For has aſfection. 
Sire, your Majeſty's zeal could never 
have been abuſed but under colour of the 
public good. * 
If they who have given theſe counſels | 
to our King had had- confidence enough in | 
their principles to have laid them before us, 
it would have produced a glorious triumph 
for truth. | 
»The State has nothing to dread but 
from bad principles, which dare to beſet 
the Throne itſelf without reſpecting the 
conſcience of the pureſt and moſt virtuous 
of Princes. - And by what means, Sire, are 
they able to make you doubt the attachment 
and love of your ſubjects? Have you been 
| laviſh of their blood? Are you cruel and 
implacable? Have you perverted juſtice ? 
Do the People impute their misfortunes to 
you? Do they name you in their calamities? 
Have Lam been told that the Nation is im- 
| | —_ 
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patient of your yoke, and tired of the ſeeptre 
of the Bourbons? No, this has not been told 
you : Calumny i is not abſurd; it always en- 
deavours to caldur its enen with ſome 
ſhow of probability. ox Jail: (badbiic 
Vor Majeſty hes: omar. Goon the 
power you: have over your people; ſubordi- 
nation is re- eſtabliſhed in the agitated Capi- 
tal; the priſoners releaſed by the multitude 
have of themſelves returned to their priſons; 
and public order, which, if force had been 
employed, might have coſt a torrent of 
blood, is reſtored by a ſingle word from your 
lips. But that word was a word of peace: 
it was the effuſion of your heart, which your 
ſubjects glory in never reſiſting. How ex- 
alted is the exerciſe of ſuch an empire l it 
was the empire of Louis IX. of Louis XII. 
of Henry IV. — it is the only empire. n 
of you. f : ka. 
© We ſhould Fi al you, flow. if, ' yield» 
ing to cireumſtances, we were not to add, 
that this empire is the only one that it is 
now poſſible to exerciſe. in this country: 
France will not ſuffer the beſt of kings to be 
impoled'1 upon, and, diverted. by ſiniſter views 
from the noble plan Which he himſelf has 
traced out. You have called us to ſettle the 
Vol. I. * Conſtitution 
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Conſtitution in concert with you, to effect 
the regeneration of the kingdom; the 
National Aſſembly come to aſſure you 
ſolemnly that your wiſhes ſhall be accom- 
pliſhed, that your promiſes ſhall not be vain, 
that ſnares, difficulties, terrors, ſhall not re. 
tard their progreſs, ſhall not RY their 
courage. 

«« Will our enemies affect to aſk, © Where 
can be the danger of the troops > what mean 
their complaints, if their courage is not yoke 
ſhaken?* _ | 

The danger, View, 4 is urgent, is W 1 0 
is ; beyond all calculation of human foreſight. 
: 4 The danger is in the people of the pro- 
vinces: once alarmed for our liberty, we 
know of no curb that can reſtrain them. 
Diſtance alone magnifies; exaggerates, do- 
bles ſuſpicion, exaſperates, envenoms. 

The danger is in the capital: How will 
the people, reduced to indigence and ſuffer- 
ing the crueleſt pangs, bear to ſee their ſeanty 
remainder 'of proviſion difputed'by a crowd 
of frowning ſoldiers? The. fight” of "the 
troops will exaſperate, excite and produce a 
general fermentation ; and the firſt act of 
violence, exerciſed under the e #4 of 


plies 
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police, may ſet fire to g hottible train, of | 
misfortunes.” | 

« The Gilight is in the 1 French 
Soldiers, brought near to the centre of dif- 
cufſions, aud participating the paſſions as 
well as the intereſts of the People, may fot- 
get that a compact has made them ſoldiers, 
while they. remember that Nature made them 
men. 

« The danger, Sire, tract the labours 
which are our firſt duty, and which will not 
be attended with complete ſucceſs arid real | 
permanence, but as the People ſhall confidet 
them as free. Beſides, there is a contagion 
in paſſionate emotions—we are but men: 
diſtruſt of ourſelves, and the dread of ap- 
pearing weak, may hurry us beyond the 
goal, We too ſhall be affailed with violent 
and indifereet counſels : cool reafon and tran- 
quil wiſdom do not deliver their oracles 
n tumult, diſorder, and factious ſeenes. 

The danger, Sire, is more dreadful 
al judge of its extent by the alarm 
which bre us before you, Great Revo- 
lutions have fprang from much flighter 
cauſes : more than one enterprife fatal to 
nations have appeared in a manner Teſs un- 
toward and lefs formidable. 
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ſometimes ſubmiſſive, docile to the yoke, 
and ready to bow its head to receive it: "um | 


PP 4 
4 


{06 Believe not thoſe who ſpeak lightly to 


you of the Nation, and who repreſent it to 
you only according to their views; ſome- 


times inſolent, rebellious, ſeditious; and 


theſe repreſentations are equally untrue. 
The Nation is ever ready to obey you, 


Sire, becauſe you command in the name of 
the Laws, and its ae is as een 
as it is unſuſpected. Fg 


FTphbe Nation is 1 to rel all 3 
bitrary commands of thoſe who abuſe your 


name, becauſe they are enemies to the laws: 


this reſiſtance is enjoined by our allegiance 
itſelf; and it will always be an honour 


2 merit reproaches incurred by Pur, firm- 


neſs. n . 


7 Sire, we carne pon ee 14. 


| Country, in the name of your happineſs and of 


your glory, to ſend away your ſoldiers to the 
poſts from which your adviſers have brought 
them; to ſend away this artillery, which is 
deſigned to protect your frontiers Fry above all, 
to ſend away the foreign troops, thoſe, allies 
of the-Nation, whom we pay to defend; not 


to diſturb, our dyellings.. Your Majeſty has 


no need of them. Why ſhould our King, 
adored 
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adored by twenty-five: Wiens of French- 
men, ſurround his Throne, at a great ex- 
pence, with a few thouſands of foreigners ? 
Sire, in the midſt of your children be 
guarded by their love. The Deputies of the 
Nation are called to conſecrate with you the 
eminent rights of Royalty upon the im- 
moveable baſis of the liberty of the People: 
but while they are fulfilling their duty, while 
they ate yielding to their reaſon and their 
conſcience, would you expoſe them to the 
ſuſpicion of having: yielded only to fear? 
The authority you receive from our affec- 
tion is the only pure and immutable one: it 
is the juſt return for your goodneſs, and the 
immortal ns of Prinore w_ nw; your | 


e 


This Addreſs chiles th moſt lively and 
general enthuſiaſm in the Aſſembly. It was 
read twice, and received as much applauſe on 
the ſecond reading as on the firſt, A Depu- 
tation of twenty-four Members was imme- 
diately nominated. to preſent it to the King. 
They were not admitted till the evening of 


the next day, when his Coo made ain 
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been acted repeatedly at Paris and Verſailles, 


| reſtore and maintain order in the Capital and 
in its neighbourhood :- to guard the public 


troops in the environs of Paris occaſion. ſtill 
3 1 Fe any. 
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40 No one is unacquainted with the diſ-. 


orders and ſcandalous ſcenes which have 


under my eyes and under thoſe of the States- 


General, It is neceſſary that I ſhould make 


uſe of the means-which are in my power to 


peace is one of my principal duties, Theſe 


are the motives which have induced me to 


aſſemble troops near Paris. Vou may aſſure 
the States-General, that they are only de- 


ſigned ta ſuppreſs, or rather to prevent, com- 


motions; to maintain good order and the 
adminiſtration of the laws; and to ſecure and 


protect the liberty which ought to reign: in 


your debates, and from which not only all 
conſtraint ſhould be removed, but all appre- 
henſion of tumult and of violence. None 
but the ill-diſpoſed could lead my people to 


miſinterpret the real motives of the meaſures 
of precaution I am taking. I have con- 


ſtantly endeavoured to do all that can tend to 


their happineſs, and I have ever had cauſe to 


be aſſured of their love and allegiance, | 
f however the neceſlary preſence of the 
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| ſhould ſoon find the means of conſtraining 
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any umbrage, I ſhall have no objeRion, on 

the Aſſembly's requeſting it, to remove the 
States-General to Noyon or Soiſſons; and 
in that caſe I would go to Compiegns, in 
order to * up the cotmunication- be- 
tween us. 


This was not the anſwer wiſhed by the 
Popular Faction; but all the wiſe and rea- 
ſonable members of the Aſſembly were fatis- 
fied with it, and the reſt were obliged to ſub- 
mit, as the alternative was a removal, which 


would havediſconcerted all their plans. Be- 


ſides, they flattered themſelves that they 


the King to yield on this article as they had 
done on all the reſt. 

The firſt maneuvre by which hey at- 
tempted to accompliſh their deſign was, to 


ſpread freſh alarms reſpecting the ſcarcity of 
proviſions, and-the pretended rapidity of its 


progreſs, which- their truſty Journaliſts, and 


the incendiaries of the Palats-Royal, aſcribed 


to the eriormous confumption made by the 
troops cantoned in the neighbourhood of 
Paris. Mr. Necker contributed in no ſmall 
degree to countenance this opinion, by the 


Memorial {a imprudent one, to ſay the leaſt 
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bread from riſing, and to ſtop the progreſs 
of the dearth, The moſt enthuſiaſtic praiſes 
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of it) which he ſent on the 10th of July to 
the Committee of Subſiſtence; and in which 
he announced, that the whole Court and the 
King himſelf; were to be reduced to eating 
rye- bread. He concluded his Memorial with 


this deſponding phraſe: When men have 


done every thing in their power, it only re- 
mains for them to ſubmit with patience to 


the laws of Nevefity, and to the opens of 
Providence. P 


The Orleans Faction did not let Mlip thi 
echo to increaſe the affection of the 
populace for that Prince. On the ſame day, | 
the 10th of July, a pretended Motion of the 
Duke of Orleans forithe relief of the People 
was cried through all the ſtreets of the 
Capital. In this paper it was ſaid, that he 


Se had offered the Committee of Subſiſtence a 


ſum of 300,000 livres, to prevent the price of 


were laviſhed upon him, as if he had been 
the guardian angel of France. To his 
modeſty, and not to his incapacity, was af- 


eribed his refuſal of being Preſident, to which 
office. the Aſſembly had appointed him ſome 
days before. His adherents, not ſatisfied with 


Fargetting the vices that had hitherto. ſtained 
0 8 the 
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the whole courſe of his life, even dared to 
talk of his virtues. The virtues of the 
Duke of Orleans — Alas! he was but too 
perfect in all thoſe which Revolutionary 


Patriotiſm has conſecrated, and eſpecially 


that of nen himſelf to x the greateſt 
crimes, 


GAs an e 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
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Diſmiſion of Mr. Necker —Barreers at 
Paris burnt— Seditious Commotions at 
| the Palais- Royal Camille Deſmoulins— 
Apotheofis of the Duke of Orleans and of 
Mr. Necker Public Places ſhut up — Tle 
Gunſmiths Shops forced open and pil- 
laged—The French Guards fire on a De- 
tachment of the Regiment of Royal Alle- 
mand—T he Prince de Lambeſc enters the 
Thuilleries at the Head of his Detach- 
 ment—His Retreat—View' of the Situa- 
tion of Paris and Verſailles—Robberies— 
Ine Convent of St. Lazarus burnt—The 
Garde- meuble of the Crown pillaged— 
The Priſoners of the Hotel de la Force 
fet at Liberty by the People Inſurrection 
among thoſe of the Chatelet—General 
Nn The Electors of Paris make 

| themſelves 
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themſelves Mafters of all the Authority 
Bourgeois Militia proviſionally embodied 
—[Inattvity of the Miniflers—Condud of 
the Afembly—Furmneſs of the King 
Motion by M. de la Fayette—Permanent 
Sitting of the A ſembly, and ' of the 
Patriots of the Palais-Royal. 0 


MR. Necker's conduct was perhaps more 


imprudent than treacherous; but there was 
too much vanity in his morality, too much 
faſtidiouſneſs in his politics, and too much 
ambition in his popularity, to allow the re- 

eſtabliſhment of the Royal authority to be 
his work; and it is even very doubtfuljwhether 
it was his object. It is certain, that all the 
parties labouring to ſubvert the Monarchy, 
or at leaſt to change the nature of it, depende 
upon the ſupport or on the indulgence © 
that Miniſter, and that the ſtaunch Royaliſts 
had no reliance upon him, Theſe motives 
at length determined the King to remove 
him; and on Saturday morning, the 11th 
of July, M. de Montmorin carried him a 
letter from his Majeſty, in which he diſ- 


miſſed him, and ordered him to leave the 


kingdom. Mr. Necker kept his diſgrace a 


profound ſecret, even from his wife, and re- 


| ceived 
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ceived: company that day at dinner as uſual, 
Thoſe who yi him did not nn 


N his wife and daughter dme bin to 
take a ride to the Val, a country - houſe, ſitu- 
ated in the foreſt of St. Germain, belong 
ing to Madame de Beauvau, an intimate 
friend of Mrs. Necker's. He conſented, and 
went into the carriage with his wife; but in. 
ſtead of going to the Val, he took the road 
to Bruſſels in wee to 1 the _— out of 
ny: S207) nes 
At eleven lacks! 2 Guile an the 
Boagicel who were in the neighbourhood of 
Paris went in crowds to the parts of the town 
about La Nouvelle France and La Petite 
Pologne, and concluded their incurſions by 
burning the barrier in the-Chaufſee d Antin. 
r. Necker's departure, however, was not yet 
known at Paris, which proves that his diſ- 
grace was by no means the cauſe nor the pre- 
text for this inſurrection, which was evidently 


projected before; and the burning of the 

Palais- Bourbon was to have been the ſignal 

of a general rebellion, had not Mr. NVecter's 

diſmiſſion happened at the moment fixed for 

its breaking out. A Deputy who was a Mem. 
ber of the * Club e Coroller) con- 
feſſed 


Jor 
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ſeſſed that ſuch Was the plan of the rebels: 
and his cdnfeſſion is conſitmed by the depo- 
ſition of ſeveral witneſſes, taken on the trial 
at the Chatelet for the offences pre 1 
the 3th and 6th of October. 

The report of Mr. Necker's 4 did 
not take wind in Paris till the 12th, at nine 
\ o'clock in the morning; and then lit was 
ſpoken of with caution and myſtery, as one 


of not always prudent to appear too much in 
. the ſecret. The news was not confirmed till 
the between eleven and twelve, by perſons com- 
of ing from Verſailles to the Palais-Royal, 
where the concourſe of Patriots was ſuch, 
that it was hardly poſſible to take half a 
dozen ſteps in the garden without being 
ſtopped by a group. In the middle of this 
immenſe crowd, Camille Deſmoulins, one 
of the moſt inflammatory Demoniacs of the 
Revolution, mounting upon a table, cried out 
with a thundering voice: Citizens, there 
is not a moment to be loſt + Mr. NVecter is 
diſmiſſed; this diſmiſſion is the alarm- bell 
for another St. Bartholomew of Patriots: 
* See the Depoſitions of Meſſrs. Guilhermi, Du- 
fraiſe, Duchey, and Tailkardat de la Maiſonneuve. 
to-night 


—— 


of thoſe outrageous attempts of which it is 
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to-night all the Swiſs and German battalions 
will come from the Champ de Mars; and 
cut our throats,—We have but one reſource 
left ; that is, to fly to arms, and wear a cockade 
by which we may know one another.“ 
Several motions were made ref pecting the 
colour of this cockade, and green was 
adopted, as being that of Hope. Friends,” 
reſumed then the ſpeaker, ** the ſignal is 
given: I already fee the ſatellites and ſpies 
of the police ſtaring me in the face, but 
will not fall into their hands alive.” As he 
ſaid this, he drew two piſtols from his 
pocket, and, ſhowing them to the crowd, 
cried': © Let every Citizen follow my ex 
ample,” Fury was at its height, but thoſe 
who were agitated by it did not yet knew 
upon whom, or how, to vent it. The ruf. 
fians who the evening before had burnt the 
barriers of the Chaufſee d Antin went off to 
the Barriere Blanche to ſet that on fire; but a 
detachment of fifty men from the regiment 
of Royal-Allemand came up in time to 
prevent them. It was alſo neceffary to fend 
aſſiſtance to the other barriers, which were 
almoſt all threatened at the ſame tine _ 
inch were burnt. £ 


In 
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In the afternoon, the fermentation was 
farther increaſed at the Palais Royal by the 
news of the diſmiſſion of the three miniſters 
who were ſuppoſed to be the moſt devoted to 
Mr. Necker, namely, M. de Montmorin, 
M. de la Luzerne, and M. de St. Prieft, 
and debates were begun upon the outrages, 
more or lefs violent, that ought to fignaliſe 
the vengeance of the people, when a large 
mob ſuddenly ruſhing into an adjoining hall, 
where ſome wax figures were exhibited, 
bore off the buſts of the Duke of Orleans 
and Mr. Necker, placed them upon the ſame 
frame, and croſling the garden went into the 
ſtreet Richelieu, towards the Boulevards, 
crying out as they went along, Off hats 
Vive | Necker! Vive le Duc d' Orleans“ 
compelling every body they met in their "__ 
to bow to the buſts. 

This proceſſion, amounting to three or four 
thouſand ragged banditti, armed with piſ- 
tols, old guns, ruſty cutlaſſes, loaded cud- 
gels, ſpits, axes, pitchforks, and pikes, 
walked quickly along and without any order: 
On each fide of the frame was a kind of 
black flag bordered with white. From time 
to time parties of them left this' crowd to'run 
to the different 2 of amuſement, and 
2 threaten 
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threaten to ſetcchamr-6n. fire is they were iat | 
hut up. Theſe ruffians in their: way broke 
into the gunſmiths! mere carried off the 
; arms. | 494k in be 
R detachment 70 Raydlsdllemanid; ſent;to 
5 fifpetle this mob, received: a volley: from the 
French Guards as they were paſting | their 
quarters on the Chaufſee d'Antin, ſtopped to 
TD return it, and continued their march with- 
'_ giit quickening their page. There were ſome 
ſoldiers killed and wounded on both ſides, 
but fewer on the ſide of the regiment of 
"Rajakdilemand than on that of 6 French 
Guards. > S032 (1945 DR rat 
The een! marched * Place 
Louis XV. and there found a body of dia- 
goons who had been diſperſing the proteſſion 
The two buſts were broken to pieces; and 
the populace in their fright taking refugei.in 
the garden of the Thuilleries, the, Prince de 
| Lambeſc,purſued them thither, at the head 
of the detachment, of Royal-Allemang, ac- 
cording to the orders he received from M. de 
Burenual. This ſmall, troop coming up to 
the head of the Pont-tournant, (og turning 
bridge) at the extremity of the garden: found 
a kind of barricade, haſtily formed by chairs 
Wen HPP n another.1. while ;they. were 
removing 
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fhower of ROME, b76Ken chlir, And bots, 
tom tie two lets, betWeeki whith: te 
Prince 4 ra fe drew up His tr66p, 125 
ing - conſtantly at their Mid. Some gun $ Ini | 
125 were Ayer ed at theth, hh 41a 
Wl hurt; but! hire ök the as were 
much bruiſe by the thing 8 that ad Bech 


"thrown at theth, Ahd al officer was ſevettiy 


wounded by a ſtone: e 

The Prifite 4 Tantbeſe, kerping ar fik 
paces from the Vrid Se, according to the 
= of M. de Buzenval, oppoſed only a 
ſteady front to the aggrefflons of the pdpu- 
lice, Seeing that te poſt bechttie U. 
able, and that it was impoſhble for him any 
longer to reftrain his 22 rs from repelling : 
force by force, he gave "the order for fe- 
treating but bf the gardeti, Ar the fame in b 
flant a 5 Wis heafd frörn alf fdes of, turn 
the bridge, turn the bridge ; ind ſomè per- 
ſons, itt corifequence, rati and beg to do it. 
The Prince de Lambeſe, juftiy fearing that a 
ttoſt blood tatriage would be the inevitable 


ſequence" uf it, ördefed fonte pHitels to 


i fed I $6: ar cc acde the bridge; "ts 


ine thofe Who Were ſtrivitig to turm it. As 
be report of this Volley dic not deter tbem, 
Vol. 3 R he 
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he rode up him, and; with his ſabre ftruck 
one of ; thoſe who, were, working hardeſt, 
The man ran off; and the Prince paſſing the 
bridge with his detachment, into the Place 
Louis XV. drew up near the Statue, and, 
being ſoon joined by the Swils regiment 

„ Chateauvieux, took his poſt with this 
yt near the Garde- meuble, where he 
remained ſome time, having | placed the 
infantry before him. At ten at night. M, 
de Buzenval diſmiſſed a part of the troops 
to their quarters , and ſent the reſt to Ver: 
failles. . I 

Theſe, facts being all Niche 8 
by the trial that Was inſtituted againſt M. de 
Buzenval, prove how. much the Prince de 
Lambeſc's bo conduct was. calumniated by, all 
the Jaurnaliſts who mentioned it, and what 
little confidence is due to writers of that 
oh in times of Revylulion, N whep N 
accounts eee... 

It. would be dificult to paint th difr 
der, fermentation, and alarm, that prong 
in. the capital during this dreadful day, A 
city taken by ſtorm, and delivered up to the 


ſoldiers fury, could not preſent a more dread- 


ful picture. Imagine detachments of cavalry 
15 dragoons e their way 1 5 dif; 
_ ferent 
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ferent parts of the town, at full gallop, to 
the poſts aſſigned them; trains of artillery 
rolling over the pavement with a monſtrous 
noiſe; bands of ill- armed ruffians and wo- 
men drunk with brandy running through 
the ſtreets like furies, breaking the ſhops 
open, and ſpreading terror every where by 
their howlings, mingled with frequent re- 
| ports from guns or piſtols fired in the air; 
all the barriers 'on fire; thouſands of ſmug- 
glers taking advantage of the tumult to 
hurry their goods in; the alarm-bell ring- 
ing in almoſt all the churches 3” a great 
rart of the citizens ſhutting! themſelves up 
at home, loading their guns, and burying 
their money, papers, and valuable effects, 
in cellars and gardens; and, during the 
night, the town paraded by numerous patrols 
of citizens of every claſs, and even of both 
ſexes, for many women were ſeen with 
muſkets or pikes upon their ſhoulders. 
Such is the exact picture of the ſtate of 
Paris on the 12th of July. At Verſailles 
the new Miniſtry were buſily debating, 
ſometimes in the Council, ſometimes in 
Committees, without knowhs what reſolu- 
tion to take. The General Officers were con- 
ſantly going for orders, were made to wait 
R 2 | long, 
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long, and received none at laſt. The appre- 


henſion that the ruffians might come to Ver. 


ſailles, made them at length adopt the mea. 
ſure of cutting off all communication with 
Faris. Cannon and detachments of troops 


were poſted upon the bridges of Seves and 


St. Cloud, and i in all the avenues. No one 
Was allowed to go beyond thoſe bounds, ſo 


that before the cloſe of the day all commu- 
nication between che Court ad the Sn 


was completely fuſpended. 
The King could not A000 diſmiſſed Mr. 
Necker at a more critical juncture than that 
in which the People, alarmed with famine, 
fixed all their hopes on the attentions of that 
Miniſter, and on the credit and reſources 


they attributed to him; the very day too i 


of his diſmiſſion | increaſed the danger“. 


An event which on a holiday or on a Sunday 


would produce an inſurrection is ſcarcely at- 
tended to on any other day, becauſe the 
claſs of people that live by daily labour, and 
thoſe who are in their ſhops, do not quit 
their work to aſſemble riotouſly, and create 


Mr. Necker's Hay. Was known at F "9AM ror 
to o be Sunday. | | f 


iter 
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The 12th of July, the day on which the news of 
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 inſurretions; but wherever leiſure-or-their 
affairs draw them together in great numbers 
in the ſquares, walks, or any public place. 


the mob is already formed, and a violent 


motion, with a few glaſſes of btandy, is 
enough to make them riotous. Ferſons em. 
ployed in the police pf great touns can cor- 
roborate the truth'-of this obſervation; and 


my own experience has taught me how 


much it merits the attention of the Govern- 
ment, particularly in ame. a trouble and- 
fermentation. . mne e 
The choice of the anden of the day 
for diſmiſſing Mr. Necker was nat the only 


imprudenoe attending the advice given to 


the King. It was a much more ſerious er · 
ror, to propoſe tllat fo hazardous a i ſtep! 
ſhould. be: taken before his Majeſty had had: 


time toi-reſolve: and prepare the meaſures 


ceſs of ſuch a determination, or at leaſt pre- 
vent its fatal conſequences. It is yet doubted 
whether Mr. Necter's ſuccefior: had any 
other plan any other object, than that of be- 
coming Prime Miniſter. It was certainly not 
eaſy to conceive; and ſtill leſs: to execute, a 
plan by which the King's ſafety and the 
mee of the eee Dm _ 
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be ſecured but ſuch being the taſk impoſed 


upon the ſucceſſor of Mr. Necker, it was 


the duty of every man of honour, of every 


good ſervant of the King, to decline it if he 


had the leaſt doubt of performing it. The 


Baron de Breteuil, more convinced than 
any one elſe of being poſſeſſod of the ta- 
lents requiſite for the juncture, did not he- 
ſitate to become Prime Miniſter; and the 


| conſequences of his opens have . 
vesp diſiaſtruus a i d nne ee, 

The Revolution, though in its acdc at 
that time, aſſumed one of its diſtinguiſhing 
characters. The Pariſians, in arming the 
populace and ruffians in order to oppoſe 
them to the troops of the line, were anxious 
_ tqaanticipate a danger with which they were 
not threatened, and thought nothing of that 
ariſmng from putting the public force into; 
the hands of thoſe who fhould always be 
awed by it. The conſequence. was, that 
next day, July 13th, at three in the morn- 
ing; an immenſe crowd, armed with clubs; 
bludgeons, and pikes, under pretence of the 


dearth(.of proviſions, attacked the convent 


of St. Lazarus, crying out — Bread!“ 
« bread!” The monks immediately + cauſed: 
all the: proviſions of every kind they could 
procure to be ne After ſatisfying 


their 
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their hun ger, but more particularly” their 
thirſt, the ruffians demanded arms for the 
defence of the Tiers-Etat ; and pretending 
to believe that there were ſome conecaled in 
the houſe, they broke open NG pil. 
aged the church, the library, the corn-lofts 
and cellars, ſet two priſoners at liberty that 
had been ſent to St. Lazarus for correction, 
and likewiſe all the mad people that were 
confined there. When they had completely 
plundered the houſe they ſet fire to it; and 
if 400 of the French Guards, who were 
fortunately paſſing through that quarter at 
the time of the fire, had not protected the 
fire-men at their work and driven the rioters 
away, all that part of the town ee paved 
been reduced to aſhes, 

Under the ſame pretence of ſearching for 
concealed arms, the doors of ſeveral of the 
convents were broken open; but the pillage 
was more moderate, and the houſes were not 


ſet on fire. While theſe enterpriſes againſt 


private property were executed at once by 
ſeveral gangs of rioters, the populace hav- 
ing foreed the doors of the Garde- meuble 


carried off all the rich and curious arms 


that were there depoſited, though the 
Pare part of them could be of no uſe. 
2 4 The 


all chis belongs, to the, Nation.” Theſe 
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The.other valuable. effects. 1 
would not have eſcaped the pillage, m 
for the oppolition of miſerable (greatuze, 
almoſt; naked, Who had gone in wich the 
crowd, and who cxied out, .with -2,, voice 
ſtrong enough, to awe the plunderers: No 
% pillaging. comrades; we are not thieves: 


words, Tepeated. by panne. ſaved: the 
Cards: e math fs e 0 
Alt the ſame time another gang of rioters 
beſieged, the priſon. de la. Force. The officer 
who, commanded the. detachment employed 
to, guard it, having repreſented to M. dg 
Buzenval that he was not in a ſtate to reſiſt 
tho, mukitude, received a note in apſwer, 
intimating that the beſt; thing to be done 
5 was to withdraw his men prudently, and in 
% ſuch a, manner, as that they ſhould, neither 
rhef aſſaulted nor ahuſed. The officer did. 
menten to follow the advice. given, him, 
in this note, the original of which remained 
in de hands of; the, Warden: he, cqneealed; 
his dreſs under à common great coat, and! 
went off by a private door. The doors of 
the priſon, not heing defended; were ſoon. 
broken down, and all the priſoners conſined 
I debt: were ge ;releaſed;; thoſe 


who 
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who were detained for, offences againſt the 
police, and the women of 2: looſe life, were 
not fet at liberty, till the aſtenoon, 
The criminals, confined.,in the priſon, of 
the Chatelet, hearing ot hat had paſſed at 
the Hotel de la Force, were every moment 
in expectation of their fetters being taken 
off. Growing impatient at neither ſeeing 
nor hearing of an ſuccour intended for; 
them, they attempted to. procure theix own. 8 

liberty, dug up the pavement of the court, 
and appeared at the doors, ar med with ſtones, 
broken henches, and whatever, they could 
lay their hands upon; ſome of them even 
had piſtols and hangers, which ect been 
brought to them. The keeper, alarmed. at 
heir outrageous cries and menaces, went 
to his window, and called the rioters ,who, 
were paſſing the ſtreet, tochis aſſiſtance: and 
it is. remarkable, that theſe. very people. 
moſt of whom had joined in releaſing the 
priſoners of the Hotel de la Force, took. 
equal pains in bringing this priſoners. of the, 
Chatglet to order. They cauſed the outer- 
door ta he opened, fired on the priſoners; 
killed and wounded a great number of. them, 
and then, iat the court. and. diſammed 
the reit. ri t Jr cet bus 
: a lt 
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"ft was tendering” the capital an"efſentilt 
ſervice; to reſtrain in fetters many hundreds 
of aſſaſſins and highway robbers; 5 Whoſe 
irruption would have been marked by innu- 
mieerrable erithes! But this ſervice was hot dil. 
intereſted in thoſe who rendered it; they had 
no need of auxiliaries in their plunder; "ing 
it was important to them not to aſſociate in 
it experienced rogues, who would have ap- 
W the better part of the boot. 
The gangs of plunderers that were run; 
ning through the ſtreets were every inſtant 
increaſing and gaining ſtrength. Their vo- 
ciferations and menaces terrified and Per to 
flight all the peaceable citizens; The 
diſorder and uproar had riſen to ſuch 2 
piteh of violence, that the e en | 
which had never ceaſed ringitig/ was 
ſearecly heard; and while all 4: oe | 
mities were cominitting, - M. de Buzen- 
va, who had at his diſpoſal à force more 
than ſufficient to ſuppreſs them, and W 
was particularly charged to maintain the 
order and tranquillity of the capital, kept 
all the 2 under his eee e; | 
inactive. N n 
The Pariſians, Erica dat thiy had to 
defend themſelves at the ſame time from the 
| -  Rabble 
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Rabble and from the Government, awoke 
from the ſtate of ſtupor into which they had 
fallen, and attempted! to undertake thoin ſe- 
curity themſelves; but did not at firſt know. 
how to ſet about it. They ſhut the ſhops, 
but the rioters-broke them open; they wore: 
the green cockade, and the rioters wore it 
too. The Electors" dexterouſly: ſeized this 
critical moment to make themſelves maſters 
of all the authorities. They aſſembled at the 
Hotel de Ville, under the title of Proviſional 
Magiſtrates; and Proclamations publiſned 
by their order in every ſtreet invited all the 
citizens to repair to their reſpective diſtricts. 
Theſe ran in erowds to the church where 
the Aſſemblies were held for the elections 
of members to the States-General. An 
active and continual correſpondence was im- 
mediately eſtabliſhed between the Diſtricts 
and the Electoral Aſſembly ; the latter of 
which, without loſing a moment, appointed 
a ſtanding Committee to attend night and 
day to the re- eſtabliſument of order, and 
to employ themſelves in ſpeedily forming a 
Pariſian Bourgeois | Militia; the number of 
which was proviſionally ſettled | at 48, 000 
men. They alſo creed different offices, to 
— they referred all objectæ of ' public: 
utility, 


- 
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utility, and particularly the meaſures to be 
taken for ſupplying! Papis with proviſions, 
Eachiof the Diſtricts like wiſe eſtabliſhed a 
ſtanding Committee. M. de Nlaſfallas, the 
Prev6t des Marchands, as Preſident. of 
that of the Electors. M. de : Crofne;; the 
Lieutenant of Police, was ſumnmoned by chem 
to give inſtructions relative to the ſupplies 
for Faris: he attended, gave all the infor» 
mation required of him, and then: reſigned 
His, office. This Committoe then employed 
tbemſelves with the greateſt activity in the 
embody ing and training of the Pariſian Mi- 
litia. and immediately publiſned the Reſolu · 
tion they had taken to this / effeck, which in 
an inſtant changed! the min Cas - 
pal fiat ct ot rod eden tc 
The preamblo of this Befolutionchad, all, 
the conciſeneſs of the beſt! eſtabliſhed;So+. 
vercignty, and ran thus: The notoriety: 
*( of: the diſorders; and exceſſes committed 
4, by: ſeveral: mobs having: detormined: the 
General. Aſſembly tai reteſtabliſh the Pa» 
t rifian Militia; it ĩs: ordered as follows. 
This Reſolution divided the rounds of the 
ſtety Diſtricts of Paris into ſixteen quar· 
tors, raiſad ſixtern legions bearing! each the 
et one of the ſixteen quarters reſpet· 
| - tively, 
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tively, and compoſed in tlie following man- 
ner, twelve of four battaliots, and four f 
three; in all fixty battalions, "confiſtiig of 
four companies each , ontainitty two hun- 
dred men, excluſive of ſix officers, The 
General Staff was compofed of 'a Comman- 
der in Chief, a Deputy Commander, a Ma- 
jor-General, and an Adjatant-General ; "the | 
Field Officers of each particular legion con- 
ſited of a Colonel, Lieutenant- Colonel, a 
Major, four Adjutants, and a Deputy Ad- 
jutant. The Committee reſerved to the- 
ſelves the right of appointing the Genera! 
Staff Officers and the Field Officets of each 
legion, and left to the Diſtricts the choice 
and appointment of Officers to their —_— 
tive battalions, © 
At the ſametimie this Reſolution eſtabiſh- | 
ed ſixteen” prineipal guard-houſes for the 
ſixteen legions,” and a particular guard -houſe 
in each Diſttict. It ordained alſo, that the 
cockade to be worn by the Militia ſhould 
be of the colours adopted by the General Af. 
ſembly, that is to fay blue, white, and 
red. This immediately becarrie the cGcküde . 
of the citizens of all claſſes and both ſexes, 
and was ſubſtituted in the place of the green 
one "—_ had been taken in the morning: 
This 
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This new: Militia was, in want of army 
and. ammunition, ; - Fowling-pieces, cutlaſles, 
and piſtols, were borrowed from the gun. 
ſmiths and cutlers whoſe. ſhops had eſcaped 
the pillage. - The arms of the Watch were 
taken, and. alſo thoſe of the French Guards, 
who after uſing them the evening) before 
againſt the King's troops went and offered 
them to the rebels... A boat loaded with 
powder was ſeized at St. Nicholas s bridge; 
and ſeveral. barrels, ſome. of which were 
filled. with arms and ammunition, were 
taken at the King's ſtables. In the Faux - 
bourgs, and i in ſome ſtreets, the People made 
trenches and barricadoes of caſks, and for. 
tified them with e. as if hey fred 
a ſiege. A av 
The eee with which the Parifians | 
organized at once this Proviſional Magiſ- 
tracy, the Bourgeois Militia, and the ſixty 
Diſtrict Aſſemblies, has. been made too much 
a wonder. To Mr. Necker's' imprudence 
belongs the honour of this melancholy mi- 
racle, without. which the City of Paris would 
have been under, the neceſſity of ſubmitting 
to the King's authority, and of imploring 
his protection againſt the plunderers. It 
was the ing genius of that Miniſter 
| which 


Ul 
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which engender ed that Bieden, Adembiy, 
and that diviſion of the capital into ſixty 


| diſtricts Or rounds, for the appointment of 


their reſpective Electors, without reflecting 
that, in fo immenſe a, City as Paris, where 
the populace is too numerous not to be 
turbulent, it is always very dangerous to 
eſtabliſh,” or point out to the People, a ſet- 
tled place of aſſembling in each quarter; it 
is removing the greateſt obſtacle to a general 
inſurrection. It was thus that this modern 
patch - work of an Electoral Aſſembly, and 
Aſſemblies of Diſtricts deviſed for the ap- 
pointment of Deputies to the States-Ge- 
neral, became the en erg of the Nn 
lution, WOES 

While the EleQors of the; Difwids 1 were 
completing the deſtruction of all the ſprings 
of the Government, and conſtructing a mon; 
ſtrous power out of the wrecks, of the Royal 
authority, the new Miniſters, imputing the 
outrages committed on the 2th to a hand- 
ful of plunderers, who would be eaſily diſ- 
perſed, had no uneaſineſs about them, or 
ſhowed none, and were entirely engaged 
with the petty; details of taking poſſeſſion, of 
their, re ſpective houſes and offices. The 
Court, full of confidence in the Baron de 

* | Breteuil, 
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Mr Nether, fpent their time i I 


complaininge upon this pretended public ci 


 Hithity, The möſt moderate ee 266 
poſed to preſent an Addreſs te the Ring t6 


— Plieit” bis recall: others; conſidering- My 
: Necker and the three miniſters nd lire 


his difgrace as the victims of deſpotiſm, 
were for voting them ſolemn teſtimonies of 
eſteem, regret, and gratitude. bunt It. 
rubeau, who was e equally Lertrin of "making 


per to ſupport, der At, and of injure 


ing bis popularity if he oppoſed them; kept 
a profound ſilence. He had not fotgiven 


Mr. Nether," whom he no longer called any 
thing but a quack, for the affrotit of dif- 
dating his ſervices, and he had emered in. 
tod al engagement at the Breron Club 10 


His apparent indifferenee at o erſticul a 
juncture aſtoniſtted all wis were igiibritt 
of the motives, when their attentiom WAs 
fuddeiily called to à different object 
reading of an Addreſs fre the Eleckors of 


"Bourgeois Guard. ne et wage: 
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The debate on the Addreſs from the Elec. 
tors was interrupted and curtailed by the 
arrival of a packet from Paris, received by 
M. de Lally. The Aſſembly, alarmed at the 
ſituation of the capital, the account of which, 
far from being exaggerated in this diſpatch, 
was deficient and inaccurate in almoſt all the 
circumſtances, concluded their debates with 
the following Reſolution, in which not a 
word is ſaid of the diſmiſſed Miniſters : 
The National Aſſembly. unanimouſly 
e reſolve, that a, Deputation ſhall be ſent to 
the King, to repreſent to him the dan- 
gers which menace the Capital and the 
Kingdom, the neceſſity of withdrawi —4 
the troops, whoſe preſence exaſperates 
drives the People to deſpair, and of truſt- 
ing the defence of the city to the bour- 
« gcois militia. They reſolve alſo, that if 
they obtain the King's promiſe to with- 
draw the troops, and eſtabliſn the bour- 
geois militia, they will ſend Deputies to 
Faris to carry the; conſoling news, and to 
aſſiſt in reſtoring tranquillity. . 
The members of the Aſſembly who were 
to compoſe this Deputation were named by 
the Preſident, to the number of forty, and 
repaired immediately to the Palace, The 
Vor. I. S King, 
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King; cone of what had been paſſing i in 
the Afſembly, admitted the Deputation as 
ſoon as they were announced. The Arch, 
biſhop of Vienne, who was the ſpeaker, 
beginning with theſe words The Na. 
tional Aſſembly,” his Majeſty interrupted 
him, and faid—< Say the States-General.” 
The prelate again beginning his ſpeech, 
dared, in ſpite of the order he had juſt re. 
ceived, to repeat the ſame words he had 
uſed ; and unfortunately the King was weak 
enough to ſuffer it. What could this De- 
putation have replied, if his Majeſty had 
had the firmneſs to ſay to them, The Aſ. 
.* my I convoked is an Aſſembly of the 
1% States-General ; it is to that Aſſembly 
that the Nation has deputed you; it is by 
N title alone you are admitted to my 

e J will not ſuffer you to take 

t another; if you are not Deputies of the 

«© States- General, I neither ee oo 
«« receive you withdraw. 

It is true, that, to ſpeak in this maniner 
without increaſing the embarraſſments of his 
ſituation, the King ſhould have previouſly 
adopted with the firmeſt reſolution a gene · 
ral plan of conduct, in which tlie diſſolu- 
tion of the Aſﬀembly ſhould have been de- 

| termined, 
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termined;: and the energetic meaſures to ac. 
company and follow that determination 
ſhould have been invariably ſettled. It was 
the part of the Miniſters, and chiefly of the 
Baron de Breteuil, or of the Keeper of the 
Seals, to preſent this plan; and if, after the 
inveſtigation of it in the "Council, all the 
Miniſters had inſiſted with vigour and unani- 
mity upon the neceſſity of adopting it, there 
can be no doubt but that they would have 
prevailed with the King. But no ſuch plan 
was ever propoſed to his Majeſty,” and the 
new Miniſtry went 'on day after 0 in e 
manner of their predeceſſors. 
The Archbiſhop of — ke with 
great energy upon the alarming ftate of the 
capital, of the danger there was that the 
whole kingdom would be ſoon agitated with 
the ſame troubles; propoſed the removal of 
the troops; and the eſtabliſhment of the 
bourgeois militia, as the only means of re- 
ſtoring order and "tranquillity in Paris; and 
concluded by obſerving, that the changes 
that had taken place in the Miniſtry were the 
cauſe to-which the preſent” misfortunes were 
to be attribute. on 
The King, after reading the Reſolution 
ö; RO NN” 
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which was put into his hands, made the 
e anſwer to the e 9 


ö have 28 Abe yon of mp. in- 
«« tentions in regard to the meaſures which 
the diſorders of Paris have forced me to 
take. I alone am to judge of their neceſſity, 
and I cannot in this reſpect make any al- 
«© teration. Some towns have a guard for 
* thernſelves, but the extent of the capital 
++, does not allow of a guard of this kind. 
© make no doubt of the pureneſs of the 
% motives which lead you to offer your ſer- 
« vices on this affecting occaſion ; but your 
40 preſence in Paris would do no good, and 
it is neceſſary here for the acceleration of 
your important labours, the continuance 
Gs of which. 1, a to e N. f 


The eee 83 Wen _—_ re- 
vived ſome hopes in the minds of the Roy- 
aliſts, and for a moment ſpread. conſterna- 
tion and doubt in thoſe of the ſeditious ; but 
the audacity of the latter was much recruited 
by a propoſal from” M. de Ia Fayette to de- 
clare the new Miniſters reſponſible for the 
preſent events, and * thoſe ch that might be 


2 


4 
* 


Jory 189. PRENCH RREVoTLUTION. 217 
l | 


the conſequence of them. This inſolent 
motion produced ſeveral others more or leſs 
ſeditious, which intoxicated" the majority, 
and intimidated the minority to ſuch a' de- 
gree, that the following m was 
paſſed without oppoſition 
The Aſſembly, interpreter of FR Na- 
« tion's will, declare, that Mr. Necker, and 
the other Miniſters who have been lately 
removed, carry with them their eſteem 
« and their regret; that, terrified at the 
« fatal conſequences which may attend the 
King's anſwer, they will never ceaſe frgm 
* inſiſting upon the removal of the troops 
« aſſembled in an unuſual manner near 
Paris and Verſailles, and upon the eſtabliſh» 
ment of the bourgeois guards. | 

They declare again, that there can be 
no intervenient agent between the King 
and the National Aſſembly. 

ſc They declare, that the Miniſters and 
„ civil and military Officers in power are 
* reſponſible for every attempt againſt the 
rights of the Nation, and againſt the De- 
* crees of this Aſſembly; 

That the prefent Miniſters ab - 


ſellors of his Majeſty, of whatever rank 


and ſtate they may be, or whatever offices 
83 „ they 
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* — may hald, are perſonally reſponſible 
for the preſent misfortunes, and for all 
„ thoſe that may follow ; - MI? 55 
That as the publie debt has hom'y pa 
under the ſecurity of the French honour 
and fidelity, and as the Nation does not 
refuſe to pay the intereſt of it, no power 
% has a right to pronounce the infamous 
«« word Bankruptcy ; no power has a right 
„ to hurt the public credit, we What 
form or denomination ſoever. 
| 2 the National Aſſembly declare, 
that they perſiſt in their preceding Reſo- 
4 * and eſpecially *in thoſe. ul the 
6 wap 20th, and 23d of June daily ion. 
The preſent Reſolution ſhall be ſent by 
* the Preſident of the Aſſembly to the King, 
and ſhall be printed and publiſhed.” . 
It was alſo reſolved, that a copy of this 
ReGluticn ſhould: be tranſmitted to the ſour 
Miniſters who had been diſmiſſed, and that 
the Afembly ſhould continue ſitting the 
whole night through. The advanced age 
of the Archbiſhop of Vienne not permitting 
him to continue ſo long without interruption 
the laborious duties of the Preſident's office, 
the Aſſembly adjourned to one of their Com- 
| {nies Chambers to * a Vice-Preſident, 
1 1 | and 
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and M. de la Fayette was choſen by a great 
majority of votes. The Palais-Royal Pa- 
triots alſo conſtituted themſelves permanent 
in the garden and adjacent coffee - houſes. 

If at this eritical moment the Aſſembly, 
conſulting only the dangers of the State and 


the Monarchy, had wiſhed to ſave one and: 


the other, they had but one part to take, that 
of rallying freely and entirely on the fide of 
the King, and of employing all the means 
in their power to give or ta reſtore to the Go- 
vernment the full authority which it ſtood 
in need of to ſuppreſs ſo extenſive an inſur- 
rection. But whether it was that the firm- 
neſs of the King's reply raiſed an apprehen- 
fion in the Aſſembly, that it was the inten- 
tion of the new Miniſters to diſſolve or re- 
move them to ſome other place, or that they 
_ were led by the hope of acquiring greater 
popularity, and of ' augmenting their own 
power with all that they ſtripped from the 
King, they had the effrontery, or rather 
the treacherous baſeneſs, to rally on the 
fide of the rebels, by renewing their firſt 
acts of treaſon , and by adding to this 
crime, that of countenancing, in the ſame 


* The Reſolutions of he wth, 20th, and agd of June, 
S 4 Reſo. 
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Reſolution, inſinuations the moſt fitted to 
throw contempt upon his Majeſty's autho- 
rity, and render his intentions odious. Hiſ. 
tory; therefore, in ranking this Reſolution 
among the moſt criminal acts of treaſon 
will give it the only title that it deſerves, 


| . 
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CHAPTER vill. 


Falſe Alarms—Violent Murmurs againſt - 


the Delay of the Electoral Aſſembly in 


hrocuring Arms — The Hotel- des- Inva- 
lides attacked and plundered—The Baſ- 


tile aſſaulted and talen Death of M. 
de Launay—Several Invalids maſſacred, 
others hanged at a Lamp-poſt, and the 
reſt ſaved by the French Guards Pri- 


ſoners found in the Baſtile A aſſina- 
tion of M. de Flefſelles—His Head and M. 


de Launay's carried to the Palais- Royal 
on Pikes by the Populace—Terror of one 
of the French Guards who was borne in 
Trumph in the Train Reflections upon 
Lettres de Cachet, and upon State-Priſons 


Ie Affair of the Cardinal de Rohan 


and of Madame de la Mothe. - 


DurinG the night between the | 13th | 
and 14th * was ſuſpended at 


Paris, 
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Paris, and the town would have been. very 


tranquil, if the alarm had not been kept up 


by gangs of worthleſs people running from 
| ſtreet to ſtreet, bawling ſometimes to ſet out 
lights, at others to extinguiſh them ; which 
obliged the inhabitants' to be conſtantly go. 


ing to their windows to manage their can 


dles according to the orders of thoſe vaga. 
bonds. The retreat of the troops that were 
encamped in the Champs Elyſees alſo. ex- 
cited great uneaſineſs. It was ſuppoſed that 
Marſhal Brogho had withdrawn them to 
form à junction with other regiments, in 
order to attack the capital with a greater 
force at a moment when it was leaſt ex+ 


The diſtricts, as their battalions were 
formed, fent deputation upon deputation to 
the Hotel-de-Ville to aſk for arms, and only 
obtained ſome bad pikes, with which they 


were obliged: to be contented till they could 


get better. Thoſe who [were in the greateſt 
hurry bought for little or nothing guns, 
piſtols, and cutlaſſes, from the plunderers, 
who had taken them in the houſes and 


| ſhops which they had pillaged. I have 


ſeen a very handſome double. barrelled gun 


which on that day was ſold for ten ſhillings: 
half- 
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balf- a- crown was the price of a "common 
one; and a piſtol or cutlaſs coſt” no 'more 
than ſix-pente!' nd ert; 
In this manner the hired: Vagditti; 0 
had taken the lead in all the inſurrections of 
the two pteeeding days, diſarmed with their 
own will, and having executed their com- 
miſſion at Paris, left it to ſpread themſelves 
over the neighbouring towns,” and through 
the provinces, - where they propagated,” with 
the greateſt rapidity, rig W of inſurrec- 
tion and rebellion, e 
Notwithſtanding Kb pcknt of the” 'bri- 
gands, Paris continued in à ſtate of extreme 
fermentation; Loud murmurs were raiſed 
againſt the dilatorineſs of the Electoral "Af. 
ſembly in procuring arms. They were ac- 
cuſed of negligence, of incapacity; and even 
of treachery, in ſpite of the evident 'impoſ- 
ſibility of procuring 48, 000 ſtand of arms 
in one day. It was much eaſier to find a 


geois militia; and the Electors had already 
appointed to that rank an officer retired from 
ſervice;'! whoſe' recommendation aroſe far 
leſs from his talents than from his patriotic 
boaſting ; his name was La Salle DO. 
mond. Zut what uſe, eried the Peo- 

\ ple, 


Commander in Chief for this new bour- - 
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ple, have we for a Commander in Chief, 
if we have no arms?” It was known that 

there was a great quantity at the Invalids, 
A few days before all that were at the Arſe. 
nal had been ſent thither, and the Palais. 
Royal haranguers never ceaſed perſuading 
their auditors to go and ſeize them. This ſoon 
becoming the general wiſh, and the chief 
cry of the immenſe crowd with wluch the 
Place de Greve was filled, Ethys de Corny, 
the King's Solicitor of the former 'Munici, 
pality, iſſued from the Hotel- de- Ville, and, 
putting himſelf at the head of the People, 
led them to the Hotel-des-[nvalides. He pre» 
ſented himſelf firſt at the  iron-gate, and, 
finding it locked, deſired to ſpeak with the 
Governor. M. de Sombreuil came out to 


him, attended by the Staff Officers; and per- 


oeiving a great number of the citizens among 
the multitude who accompanied Ethys "de 
Corny, he ordered the gate to be -opened to 


him, and allowed him to bring in a fer 


others. The gate was ſhut as ſoon as they 
entered; and the King's Solicitor informed 


M. de Sombreuil that the object of his com- 


ing was to demand a general ſearch through 
the Hotel, and to diſtribute among the citi- 

zen all the arms Sens could find, M. de Som- 
25 bBreuil 


* 
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breuil immurdiondly" replied; that he was 
bound by the King's orders, and the duties 

of his office, to refuſe theſe demands. 
During this interview, the People, inapa- 
tient, never ceaſed crying out, Make haſte, 
we want arms.” Theſe clamours made 
Ethys de Corny more urgent in his demand, 
and M. de Sombreuil more timid in his re- 
fuſal. The latter becoming more and 
more doubtful what part he ought to 
take, determined to retire and confer with 
the chief officers. This act of extreme 
weakneſs being miſtaken by the multitude 
for an act of vigour, they ſaid and believed 
that M. de Sombreuil had only retired to 
order out the troops, and advance the artil - 
lery. In an inſtant the aſſailants ſprang in- 
to the diteh in crowds,. croſſed it, climbed 
the iron- rails, and leaped into the court, 
lbwling dreadfully all the time. The little 
judgment M. de Sombreuil had left forſook 
him upon this irruption, which he did not 
expect. He had orders to repel force: by 
force, if the brigands approached the In- 
valids. But, ſaid he, the citizens are 
not the brigands, and my inſtructions ſay 
nothing in regard to the citizens. I have 
++ not time to ſend or wait for freſu orders, 
£6 and | 


do not find in thoſe: that have beet 
„% given me. This reaſoning. or rather 
this doting af age and timidity, determined 
him to allow the citizens and their retinue 
to enter, without conſidering that citizens 
who; play the part of ruffians, | and who 
place themſelves at their head, ought ta be 


diſtinguiſhed from them only to be the 


more ſeverely puniſhed: However, he re- 
turned into the court, and ordered the gates 
to be opened to the People. In a moment 
all the balls of the Hotel, the cellars, the 
garrets, the rooms, and the gardens, were 
given up to; the ſearch of ſeven or eight 
thouſand furies. In. leſs | than five minutes 
the cannon were all carried off with incredj- 
ble rapidity. * The Invalids themſelves were 
cager to point out all the repoſitories. - The 
moſt confiderable was. in the vault under the 
dome; thither the crowd poured down with 
as much confuſion as eagerneſs. Thoſe who 
went firſt attempting to return with themub 
| kets they had ſeized, were thrown don by 
thoſe whom they met runnirig in ſearch of 
arms; while ſome, to ſave themſelves the 
trouble of going down, fought. with thoſe 
wha were: coming up for the guns they had 
. taken. 


226 20 ANNALS. OP run dan 4 
«+ and I am not permitted toſ interpret hat J 


. * 


10ur 1789.) FRENCH REVOLYTION, 227 


taken. In this tumult the candles with which 
the vault had been lighted went out, and 
darkneſs increaſed the confuſion: not a gun 
remained, but next day ſeveral wounded 
perſons and ſome dead bodies were found 
in the place. The arms of every kind 
lodged at the Hotel and Guard-houſe were 
carried off, together with the drums and 
colours; they did not even leave the ſentry 
a ſword to mount guard. The pillage, how- 
ever, was confined; to arms; the furniture 
and other effects were not touched. | 

This expedition, which was completed 
in leſs than half an hour, enabled the Pa- 
riſians to arm a great part of their militia z 
all the important . poſts. were provided with 
guard-houſes and with cannon; a conſider. 
able body well- armed was drawn up in or- 
der of battle oppoſite the regiments en- 
camped in the Champ-de- Mars, and ſeemed 
to defy them. From this time no carriage 
vas allowed to go out of Paris, and all that 
were met by the patrols, who were marching 
through the ſtreets in great numbers, were 
ſent to the Hotel-de-Ville. Several  horſe- 
men were: alſo ſtopped, and among others 
two couriers from the Court,. who were 
taken before the Electors, aſſembled in a - 

Ho 


— 
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permanent Committee. The diſpatches 
found on the couriers were ſeized, opened, 
and publicly read. One of theſe diſpatches { 
was addreſſed to the Marquis de Launay, P 
Governor of the Baſtile, and contained or 
ders to hold out to the laſt extremity; _ h 
It was the more important for the rebels tc 
to be acquainted with this order, and to pre. 1 
vent its being delivered, as their plan was tl 
to follow up the attack of the Hotel-de-Ville v 
by that of the Baſtile. Beſides the certainty n 


of finding arms in that State-Priſon, they y 
eſteemed the reduction of it as the moſt de- n 
ciſive revolutionary act. None indeed could a 


be better fitted to excite madneſs in the Peo- 
ple, who were ſo ſtupid as to be perſuaded 
that their liberty was the grand object of alt 
the exceſſes of which they were rendered 
the inſtrument, and accordingly the attack 
of the Baſtile was determined. upon. This 
famous achievement, ſo ridiculouſly cele- 
brated by the Pariftan populace, ſtamped 
the Revolution with that character of 
atrocity which it has retained, and in this 
light deſerves to be known in all its de- 
tails. 
On the 14th of July, by day-break, ſeven 
hot-headed young men, excited by the ora- 
| tors 
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tors Who had ſpent the night at the Palais. 
Royal, ran to the Baſtille, and deſired to 
ſpeak with the Governor, under pretence of 
informing themſelves whether he had. any 
arms at his diſpoſal, and would truſt the in- 
habitants of Paris with them, to enable them 
to defend themſelves againſt the brigands. 
The guard having anſwered them firmly, 
that his orders were to admit nobody, they 
went away. Some minutes after, a more 
numerous deputation, alſo compoſed of 
young men, was turned back in the fame 
manner. A conſiderable mob then appeared, 
and attempted to enter the court by force. 
This the guard oppoſed, and informed them, 
by the Governor's order, that thoſe who did 
not retire ſhould be fired upon. This decla- 
ration being thrice repeated in vain, M. de 
Launay ordered ſome muſkets to be fired. 

from the Caſtle, which; without hurting any 
body, produced the deſired effect of diſ- 
perſing the mob. But at the noiſe of the 
diſcharge, new groups were formed and 
came up from all quarters; ſome faying 
they were ſent by the Hotel- de- Ville, and 
others by the Diſtricts. M. de Launay gave 
orders for the admiſſion of one Helon, 


an officer, who headed the party that 
Von. T pretended 
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pretended to be ſent by the Hotel-de-Ville, 


and Thuriot de la Roziere, an attorney, who 
was at the head of a deputation from a dif. 
tric. He received them very politely, de- 
claring that he had no hoſtile intention, and 


ſhould only defend himſelf if he were at- 


tacked. He was alſo imprudent enough to 


tell them, that the cannon on the platforms 
were not loaded, and had been removed 


from the embraſures, and even allowed them 
to go and ſee that it was ſo :—a permiſſion 
they: did not heſitate to make uſe of. His 
condeſcenſion went ſtill farther, and he made 


the officers and ſoldiers on guard at the 
| Caſtle ſwear before them, not to make uſe | 
ot their arms unleſs they ſhould be attacked. 
The Deputies went away completely ſatis- 


fied with the pacific diſpoſition of the Gover- 


nor, and aſſured him that they would go and 
diſperſe the crowds. But theſe were fo 
greatly augmented. during the negotiation, 


that Belon and Thuriot, on coming out of 
the Baſtille, found themſelves in the midſt of 


people who, not knowing them, took them 
for impoſtors or traitors; who were more 


diſpoſed ' to hang them than to liſten to 


them, and it was with great difficulty they 
eſcaped with their lives. While they were 


EE ſtruggling 


* 
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upon this wall they ſat themſelves aſtride, 
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ſtruggling with the crowd, two perſons who 


had got upon the top of a perfumer's houſe, 
| made their way to the wall adjoining! the 


guard-houſe, ſituated cloſe to the draw- 
b ge, leading to the Government court: 


and in that manner drawing themſelves acroſs 
to the guard-houſe, leaped into the court. 
There they found nobody, for the Governor 
had ordered all the garriſon into the Caſtle. 
The example of the two men was very ſoon 
followed by ſome of their comrades ; and 
the firſt thing they did, was to lower the 
little draw-bridge, fixed beſide the great one, 
and intended for people on foot. As ſoon 
as this was done, ſeveral perſons armed with 


hatchets joined them, and ſet about hammer- 


ing down the great draw-bridge, which cut 


off the principal entrance to the Caſtle. 
They ſoon broke or unlooſed the chain of it, 
and in falling it cruſhed one man to death, 
and wounded another. In an inſtant the 


crowd preſſed into the court, made their way 


into the Governor's: houſe, and ran with furx 


through all the apartments, breaking + and 


mining whatever could not be pillaged. 


M. de Launay might have eaſily deſtroyed 


all theſe banditti, if he had been willing to 
Py T 2 fire 


* 
— — 
— — —— — —— —— — — . — — 


| 
£1 
= 
4] 
Wil 
1 | 
*4 
37 
4 ö 
99 
A 
oy i 


P rr 
4 * 5 4 L K * * = Fn 
N * — rr ee A 


kn 2. 


only wiſhed to frighten them; and thinking 
that a diſcharge of muſketry would be 
enough. to diſperſe the crowd that filled his 

' houſe and the Government court, he ordered 
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dire upon them with caniſter-ſhot: hs might 
alſo have prevented their breaking in, by 
beating down the wall next the guard -houſe 


with a few cannon- balls, or even by ſhooting 


thoſe who were climbing along it: but he 


it to be made; but the fire could only be 
directed upon the people in the court, and in 
the moats. This diſcharge wounded ſorne, and 
put a great number to flight. The boldeft 
betook themſelves behind the walls and 


under the gates, while the fugitives ran about 


reporting every where, that the garriſon was 
keeping up a rolling fire of muſketry and 


-artillery on the people. If what they ſaid 


had been true if the firſt diſcharge had 
been immediately followed by two or three 


others, and accompanied with ſome fire from 


the + cannon, this pretended ſiege of the 
Baſtille would only. 3 been famous in hiſ- 


Tory for the cowardice of the aſſailants. 


The exaggerated reports which were car- 
ried to the Hotel- de- Ville of what was paſſ- 


ing in the Faugbourg St. Antoine, deter- 
n the Electors to tend. a deputation to 
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M. de Launay; and at that very moment 
freſh crowds: were drawing the cannon that 
had been taken in the morning from the In- 
valides to the Buſtille. Thoſe cannon were 
ſoon planted at different points, and played 
upon the Caſtle; while from the windows 
and tops of the neighbouring houſes the 
Invalids who from time to time appeared 
upon the platform were ſhot; In this man- 
ner was the garriſon of the Baſtille; conſiſt- 
ing of a hundred and fourteen men, of 
which number eighty-two were Invalids, 
and thirty-two Swiſs belonging to the regi- 
ment of Salis Damade, attacked by near 
thirty thouſand men and women, among 
whom was a great number wo _ s, 
Guard, 5rov νν,AZ ttt 5c 

When nothing more was bett in ve 
Governor's ' houſe to be pillaged or burnt, 
the houſe itſelf was ſet on fire, and that and 
the guard-houſe were in flames when the 
deputation ſent by the Electors arrived, with 
a white flag before them, at the firſt gate of 
the Caſtle. The people crowding round the 
Deputies: prevented them from advancing, 
under pretence of the dangers to which they 


would be expoſed. M. de Launa), on ſee- 
ing the white flag. had flattered himſelf that 
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ſoon deſtroyed by the flag becoming ſtation. 
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they were coming to propoſe: "NO means of 


conciliation to him but this hope being 


ary, he ordered ſome muſkets to be fired 
upon the incendiaries, who were at firſt 
frightened ; but who finding that no perſon 


was killed, recovered themſelves, and returned 


to their work with more violence than ever: 
they brought up two pieces ef artillery, and 
planted them at the opening of the avenue 
to the court of the Caſtle. M. de Launay, 
on obſerving theſe diſpoſitions, ordered an. 
other volley of muſketry, and a cannon 
loaded with caniſter- ſnot to be diſcharged 


from the top of one of the towers into the 


ſtreet St. Antoine. The aſſailants were little 
di ſconcerted by this 3 they were mu clhimnod 


' ruffled! by the many aceidents produced by 


their unſkilfulneſs and inexperience in hand. 
ling fire · arms, and particularly the canmon. 
The Deputies of the Electoral Aſſembly 
having returned to the Hotel- de- Ville with- 


out having been able to execute their com- 


miſſion, the Permanent Committee ſent a ſe- 


cond deputation, at the head of which was 


the Abbẽ Fauchet; but theſe were ſtill more 
eaſily diſſuaded by the people from pro- 
den for the Abbe Fauchet having leſs 

94 courage 
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courage than effrontery, very readily believed 
that there was great danger in going for- 
ward; on which he returned to the Hotel- 
de-Ville, where he gave the moſt dreadful 
account of the ſcenes of horror he had 
witneſſed. A third deputation was ſent to 
the Baſtille, with as little ſucceſs as the for- 
mer. The inſtructions of. the two laſt were 
drawn up in the following manner: 
« The Permanent Committee of the Pariz 
„ ſian Militia, taking into conſideration ' 
that there ought to be no military force in 
Faris but that of the Town, charge the 
Deputies whom they ſend to the Marquis 
« de Launay, Commander of the" Baſtille, 


to aſk him if he is diſpoſed to receive 


« into that fortreſs the Pariſian Militia, 
to defend it in concert with the troops 


already there, and to be under command 


« of the Town. Done at the Hotel- de- 
Ville, July 14th, 1789. Signed De 
« Fleſſelles, Prevöt and Preſident of the 
Commitee: De la Vigne, Preſident of the 
« Electors, &c. &c. * 

M. de Launay, not receiving Fry not 
being able to receive any orders from the 
Court, was driven to the alternative of mak 
ing a horrible carnage among the aſſailants, 

; S<. by 
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by. defending. himſelf vigorouſly to the. laſt 
extremity, or of expoſing his garriſon and 
himſelf to be maſſacred by ſurrendering, 
His duty and ſafety preſcribed the former, 
his melancholy fate impelled him to the 
latter. He made the drums beat a parley, 
and fixed a napkin to the end of a bayonet 
upon one of the towers to ſhow that he de. 
fired to capitulate. This ſignal of ſubmiſ. 
ſion and peace, far from pacifying the aſſail- 
ants, excited in them a joy of a furious and 
ſanguinary nature, which they manifeſted by 
repeated volleys of muſketry and artillery, 
M. de Launay, judging by this ferocity 
what kind of people they were into whoſe 
hands he was about to fall, on being aſked | 
by the garriſon, what propoſal they ſhould 
make, anſwered, ** Stipulate, Not to be 
maſſacred,” Upon this reply, one of the 
officers wrote the following words, with a 


8 pencil, on a piece of paper, and paſſed it 


through the ſmall opening of the draw- 
bridge: We have twenty thouſand weight 
«0k; powder z and if you do not accept our 
% capitulation, we will blow up the garri- 
** ſon, and all the quarters about it. * Show- 
ing this to the aſſailants, he cried as loud as 
he could, ** We are willing to ſurrender, 

25 * * 
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provided. we. are. aſſured that the ne 

66 5 * 
From the wideneſs of the. ditch, the. 
paper was at too great a diſtance to be read; 


but the People managed to reach it by means | 


of a long plank, puſhed towards the draw- 
bridge. The firſt man who attempted: to 
get upon the plank fell into the moat... A 
perſon. of the name of Mai /lard, whom | 
we have ſinee ſeen: playing, a principal part 
in all the commotions of the capital, had 
the dexterity to advance near enough to the 
bridge to reach the paper, which he gave to 
one of his comrades, Who, fixing it to the 
point of his ſword, raiſed it ſufficiently high 
to be read by. the aſſailants, As. ſoon as the 
contents. were known, they cried out one 
and all—** On the faith of F rench ſoldiers, 
we accept it, and will do you no harm "WM 
et down the bridge.” 2 

NM. de Launa 9 confiding in this promile 
ordered at firſt the draw-bridge of the little 
gate to be let down, From fifteen to twenty 
perſons immediately, ruſhed in, and the reſt 
of the crowd would have followed, had 
not ſome of the French Guards prevented it, 
by placing themſelves at the outer end of the 


bridge, The ſentry who opened the little 


gate, 
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gate, aſked the firſt who came up, what they 
wanted. * The Baſtille to be ſurrendered,” 
they replied and at the fame inſtant the 
great-draw.bridge was lowered. Before it 
was quite down, a grenadier of the French 
Guards ſprang upon it, and was followed by 
the populace. © 

The garriſon appeared without their 
arms, and making a lane; the Invalids to 
the right, and the Swiſs in their undrefs 
to the left, received this immenfe crowd, 
with their hats off, clapping their hands, 
and ſhouting ** Bravo] repeatedly, . as if 
it had been truly a great act of bravery to 
enter through an open and undefended gate 
for in that preciſely conſiſted the famous 
conqueſt of the Baſtille. They who had 
conſtituted themſelves the leaders of that 
body of heroes deſiring to ſpeak with 
the Governor, he was pointed out to them 
by a foldier. They went up to him, and, 
after groſſly inſulting him, informed him 
that they were going to conduct him to the 
Hotel- de. Ville. One of them led the way, 
carrying the capitulation on the point of his 
fword ; he was followed by Maillard, who 
had taken poſſeſſion of the colours. Aſter 


85 came A. de Launay, in a grey coat, 
and 
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and without his hat, between two men; 
who held him by the arms, and who had 
promiſed him that they would protect 

him . They did in fact all they could to 
ſhield him from the rage of the furies that 
formed their retinue, and who contending 
for the honour of being the firſt to ſtrike 
their priſoner, or rather their victim, were 
emulouſly thruſting the points of their 
ſwords into his face, arms, legs, and every 
part of his body that they could reach. One 
of his conductors, named Hulin, through an 
emotion of generoſity, very remarkable in 
the midſt of ſo much barbarity, took off 
his own hat and put it on the Governor's 
head, in the hope of his being leſs known, 
and that this ſtratagem, deceiving the fury 
of the aſſaſſins, would ſuſpend the effects of 
it; but the blows were then made at him- 
ſelf, and he would have fallen under them, 
if M. de Launay had not given him back 
his hat. On entering the Place. de- Greve 
the Governor was torn from his conductors, 
ho were mach exhauſted with ee 
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4 3 Hulin add Arnt —— woe was 
the Grenadier of the French, Guards ho was the, firſt 
to leap! upgn.t the draw bids | before it was Falte let 
dont 1 | 


to 
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to be able any longer to reſiſt the,crowd that 
ſurrounded them. He was maſſacred in an 
inſtant; and his head being ſevered from his 
body, was fixed on the end of a pike. 4 
was then five o'clock.in the afternoon. 
Thus did the conquerors of the Baſtille 
perform with reſpect to M. de Launay, 
the promiſe unanimouſly given on the fait 
of French ſoldiers, to do no harm to thy 
garriſon... Moſt of the. Invalids. remaining 
in the , courts of the Caſtle were put to 


run in the moſt mercileſs. manner. Two 


of thoſe wretches were dragged to the Blace- 


der Greve, and ſoon hanged to the iron that 


ſupported the lamp oppoſite; to the Hojel-de- 


Palle, under the buſt of Louis XIV. They 
were the firſt who underwent this kind of po- 
pular execution, which has, been ſinee called 


lanterner to lantern, or to put to the lantern, 


The Swiſs of Salis- Damadse, from their un- 
dreſs, and the appearance of joy with which 
they cried Bravo, were taken for the State: pri 


ſoners teſtifying their gratitude to their deli | 


verers. It was to this miſtake, of which they 
had no ſuſpicion, that they were indebted for 


their lives and for all the careſſes heaped upon 


them. Had they ſuſpected the motive, they 
mi night have retired immediately without, the 
leaſt 
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leaſt danger; but not being at all aware of 
it, they took the reſolution of putting them 
ſelves into the hands of ſeveral of the Frehch 
Guards, who had already taken under their 
protection ſome Invalids, fortunate enough 
to have eſcaped from their aſſaſſins. 

It was with great difficulty that the 
French Guards wWho had taken charge of 
theſe priſoners, ſaved them from the fury of 
the People, and carried them as far as the 
Hotel- de- Hille. They led them into the 
Hall where the Electors were holding their 
ſitting. One of thoſe pretended Magiſtrates, 
a worthy repreſentative of the cannibals, 
who from the Place-de-Greve were roaring 
out for freſh victims, was brutal enough to 
ſay to theſe wretched priſoners, the moment 
he ſaw them appear, You have fired upon 
your fellow. citizens; you deſerve to be 
hanged, and hanged you ſhall be imme- 
diately. “ Ay, ay, echoed a thouſand: 
voices, “ hang them all; away with all of 
them to the lantern |” This ſentence of 
death, however, was not | executed; being 
prevented by the interpoſition of the French 
Guards, one of whom addreſſing the Elec- 
tors ſaid, '** Theſe ſoldiers are our priſon- 
ers; we requeſt they may not be taken out 


6 of 


the French Guards who had: eſcorted them, 
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20 of our hands. If our ſervices have been 


„ uſeful to you, now is the time we wiſh 
to receive the reward of them, by having 
«© our priſoners pardoned.” The acclama. 
tion of Pardon! pardon ! repeated by all 


was alſo vociferated by that very crowd who 
the moment before were making the Hall 
reſound with the moſt ſanguinary cries.” The 
Hiſtory of the French Revolution will fur- 


niſh - many: other examples of the extreme 


rapidity. with which the populace: paſs from 
the exceſs of barbarity to mild and humane 


feelings; they are ever tigers or lambs,” ac- 
cording to the impulſe given them, and 


never one or the other by Halves; f0 do 
every thing for them and nothing by them, 
is the counſel that wiſdom gives to every 


Government; to do every thing by them and 
nothing for them, is the at oa _ 


Revolution. 


While the F at Guards at the Hotel 


' de-Ville were ſaving the remainder of the 


garriſon of the Baſtille, the Populace, who 
were ſtill before the Caſtle, continued firing 
upon it, both with cannon and muſkets, as 


if all the doors of it had not been opened. 
: N one of the Halls a very bloody conflict 
took 
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took place between thoſe who. had gone in 
at firſt, and thoſe who came in afterwards, 
and who, taking the former for a party of 
the garriſon, kept up a. briſk fire upon 
them, which was returned by the others, 


who alſo thought. themſelves attacked by 


the garriſon. This raſhneſs, and the ſtupid 

obſtinacy of thoſe firing on the- outſide, did 
much more execution than had been done 
by the fire of the garriſon, which was' ſo 
moderate and ill- directed, that the moſt de- 
mocratic journaliſts have not ſtated the total 
loſs of the aſſailants on' that day, at more 
than fifty men, and moſt of thoſe were 
killed by their comrades. 
In the towers of the Baſtille chere v were 
but ſeven priſoners, whoſe names were 
Pujade, Bechade, La Roche, La Caurege, 
the Count de Solages, Tavernier, and 
Whyt : the four firſt were accuſed of forg- 
ing Bills of Exchange, ſome accepted by 
Tourton and Ravel, and others by Gallet 
de Santerre ; the Count de Solages was con- 
fined at the requeſt of his family, on charges 
of the moſt ſerious nature; and the two laſt 


were both ſo deranged, that the Electors ſent - 


them the next day to Charenton, to be con- 
fined among the mad people. Tavernier 
Was 
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was the natural ſon of the late Parts Du- 
verney,' er” une . Faris de 1 
| martel. TY 9 
Here den was ing bantber i 
victims that were ſaid and believed to be 


crowded by hundreds in the dungeons of | 


deſpotiſm. © Thoſe pretended dungeons were 
chambers as- agreeable as the chambers of a 
priſon can be, and the envenomed 'reports 
Z publiſhed by ſome who have been priſoners 


in the Baſtile, after their enlargement, and 


particularly by Count Mirabeau and Lin. 
guet, prove that they were better fed there 
than they could have been at home. There 
were State priſons in ſeveral provinces of 
the Kingdom, and eſpecially in Britany. 
The number of theſe, and the expeditious 
and arbitrary form of impriſonment on Let- 
tres de Cachet, having been the chief 
ground of the opinion generally adopted 
among foreign nations reſpecting the pre- 
tended deſpotiſm of the French Govern- 
ment, it is incumbent upon me to ſay here, 
that while I was Intendant of Britany, I re- 
ceived an expreſs order from the King to 
viſit all the State- priſons in that province, 
to receive from every priſoner a ſtatement re- 
ſpecting himſelf, and to tranſmit an aceount 
N | | | of 
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of it to the Miniſter, the Baron de Breteuil. 
This order was accompanied with the am- 

pleſt inſtructions reſpecting the motives of 
juſtice and humanity by which it had been 
dictated, and the manner in which his Ma- 
jelty wiſhed: his paternal. intentions to be 
executed. The circular letter which con- 
tained thoſe inſtructions was addreſſed to all 


the Intendants: I obeyed. it, as was my 


duty, with the utmoſt ſtrictneſs, and I at- 


teſt upon my honour, that there was not in 
Britany a ſingle gtate · priſoner whoſe con- 
finement was not an act of juſtice, and in 
many inſtances an act of eme or 
mercy. | 

I ſhall | now. return to. 8 ſequel of 2 
events of the 14th. M. de Neſſelles, who 
had not quitted the Hotel- de- Ville, where he 


was Preſident of the Aſſembly of Electors, 


and ſigned all their Reſolutions, became 


ſuddenly ſuſpected from the conſternation. 


he manifeſted, and with which the fight of 
ſo many horrors might well ſtrike him. He 


was vaguely accuſed of treachery, without 


any one being able to produce againſt him 
i ſingle fact that deſerved the reproach. The 


Electors themſelves were the chief accom- 


Vor. I. U 25 


nation you can deſire. But he had 
ſcarcely paſſed the arcade of St. John's 
un, when one of thoſe: villeing;-clay- 


forming againſt: their Preſident. | One of 
them ſaid to him, There are ſome. very 


+ ſadl reports in circulation. about you: [ 


© adviſe you to juſtify yourſelf.” I. de 
Fleſſelles; totally abſorbed by the ſhock he 


had received from the maſſacre of M. de 


Launay, made no reply to this addreſs, 
which he perhaps did not hear, Garan de 
Coulon, another Elector, interpreting. his 
filence into guilt, called to him furiouſly— 
M. de Heſſelles, you have betrayed the 
* Country, and the Country abandons you.” 
Irritated by this attack, M. de Fleſſelles riſ. 
ing haſtily ſaid, I fee very well, Gentle- 
© men, that I am not pleaſing to you; I ſhall 


* retire.” On leaving the Hall he found 


himſelf in the midſt of a troop. of furies, 
who preſſed round him , overwhelming him 
with queſtions and threats. I cannot, 


Gentlemen, anſwer you all at once,“ faid 


he * come dome of you to my houſe, and 


I will -acquaint you with my conduct, the 


ns - motiyes of it, and give you every expla- 
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ping a piſtol to the nape of his neck, ſaid as 
he fired it, Traitor, you ſhall: go no far- 
ther. He fell dead on the ſpot. 

The Electors hoped to extenuate the hor- 
ror of this aſſaſſination, by cauſing it to be 
conſidered as à natural and almoſt lawful 
vengeance, for a treachery, the proof of 
which they pretended to have. In fact, they 
declared; that when M. de Launay was ar- 
reſted, a letter had been found in his pocket 


from M. de Heſſelles, containing this ex- 


preſſion: I am amuſing the Pariſians with 
« cockades and promiſes ; hold out till 


„night, and you will receive a reinforce- 


ment.“ But this ſuppoſed letter, which, 
had it exiſted, they would not have failed 10 
preſerve very carefully, was never ſeen by 
any body; and I heard M. Bailly himſelf 
lay, in a viſit he paid me when he left the 
Mayoralty, that he had no knowledge of it, 
and that it was not in his power to refer to 
any one who: had told. ur bn. he had 
read it. 

The ads of 4 chin 4 4 Refſelles 
with thoſe of ſome of the other victims of 
this dreadful day, were placed on pikes, and 
paraded through the - ſtreets and at the 
b followed by an immenſe 
U 2 crowd. 
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crowd. In the retinue were ſome perſons 
carried on litters, and among others a French 
Guard, crowned with laurel, and ornament- 


ed with' a croix de St. Louis, but whoſe 
flattered 


wild looks proclaimed a man leſs 
than frightened at all the honours conferred 
upon him. This ſoldier, whoſe name was 
Dubois, led more by the thirſt of wine 
than tlie thirſt of glory, had taken his poſt, 
from the commencement of the attack upon 
the Baſtille, at a public-houſe, whence he 
iſſued, half-drunk, an hour after the popu- 
lace were in poſſeſſion of the Caſtle. The 


particulars which he had heard related of the 


great victory juſt gained by the People, ex- 
cited his curioſity to fee the field of battle, 
He went forward to the moats, and ſtopped 
mechanically before one of the towers, the 
height of which he was ſtupidly exploring, 
when ſuddenly the workmen in the Faux- 
bourg, deceived by his regimentals, ran up 
to him, ſuppoſing him to be one of the he- 
roes who had moſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
in the famous ſiege. One puts a crown of 
laurel on his head, another decorates his 
button-hole with a croix de St. Louis, which 
he had taken from an Officer of the garriſon 
whom he had aſſaſſinated, and all join in 
- | forcing 
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forcing. him away with them to the Plare- 
de-Greve, in ſpite of his refuſal and reſiſt» 
ance, which they took for modeſty. The 
next day he told a tradeſman, who had en- 
tertained him at the conclufion of the. day, 
that he had ſuffered the moſt bitter anguiſh 
till he eſcaped from the hands. of thoſe 
furies ; for he thought that they had put him 
upon the litter only to ſecure his perſon, and 
that the proceſſion in which he was figuring 
in ſo remarkable a manner would end by his 
being hanged, and his head added to thoſe 
that were carried before him. When he re- 
covered from his fright and from his drunk- 
enneſs, he was honeſt enough to carry the 
croix de St. Louis, with which they had 
decorated him, to the Hotel- de-Ville. 

On another litter was an old man, with a 
bald head, and a long white beard falling to 
the middle of his cheſt. This was the un- 
fortunate mad perſon named Whyt, one of 
the ſeven priſoners found in the Baſtille. The 
regiſters of that State priſon having been all 
either burnt or ſtolen, it is almoſt impoſſible 
to know - whether this old man was mad 
when he was put into the Baſtille, or whe- 
ther the diſtemper was owing to too long a 

1 3 con- 
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oonſinement; but this uncertainty. Wind 
prevented the factious and the flanderers of 
the Government from adopting and crediting 
the latter opinion, as the more probable. 
We ought not to confound with theſe peo- 
ple the rational and moderate men, who 
think, that under a Deſpotic King, or in 
the hands of a violent, inſenſible, or wicked 
Miniſtry, the Lettres de Cachet were, or 
might ſoon be made, the inſtrument of the 
| moſt odious tyranny, This inconteſtable 
truth was doubtleſs a very powerful reaſon, 
not for annulling entirely the uſe of Lettre: 
de Cachet, but for limiting it, by ſubjecting 
it to rules the moſt proper to preclude the 
danger of it; for there would be no means 
of authority left to a Government, if all 
thoſe were proſcribed which deſpotiſm may 
abuſe. . No one is more convinced than my · 
ſelf that the authority of Kings, that their 
very beneficence, ought never to be arbi - 
trary; but I am no leſs convinced of another 
truth, which Louis XVI. has inſerted in his 
immortal Teſtament; and that is, „ That a 
King cannot enforce the laws, and do the 
good which his heart prompts, utileſs he 
* be "RC of — authority ; and 
Mis | 1 that 
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that otherwiſe, being fettered in his ope- 
« rations, and inſpiring no e he is 
more hurtful than uſeful.” 

I have ſaid too much of the Baſtille; not 
to awaken the recollection of a celebrated 
impriſonment, which, though it took place 
about three years prior to the Revolution, is 
no leſs connected with the Hiſtory of it 
than with that f Louis XVI, The atten- 
tion which that Ae e power excited 
throughout Europe, has given too much in- 
tereſt to the circumſtances that are known of 
it, to ſuffer thoſe that are unknown to be 
conſidered as indifferent, or as miſplaced in 
theſe Memoirs. Zut not to interrupt the nar- 
rative of more ſerious as well as anore recent 
events, I ſhall throw: them into à note, as 
[ ſhould have given them in evidence before 
the Parliament of Paris, had I been called 
upon as a witnefs in the unfortunate affair 
of the Derdirad Eng and Madame de 
e OY — 3831 NG. 868 
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Want of Forefight in the Miniſters.— Con. 
dutũ of the Afembly—The King conſents 
to the Removal of the Trooþs—Deputa- 
tion from the Electors of Paris to the Af: 

£ Account giuen by them 


New Deputation from the Aſſembdy te 
the King His . Majeſty's Anſwer Re. 


| ſolution- adopted by the "Afſembly-—Plan 


and Meaſures of the Faftious— Commit» 
tee of Montrouge — Cowardice of ti 


Duke of Orleans —Confufion—Alarms at . 


Night—Ridiculous ' Fears of the Pari. 
fans Ine King goes to the Aſſembly and 


grants whatever they demand His Ma- 
Jess Speech Tie Preſident's Reply 


| " Great Jay — The Afembly attend the 
e111 3 | | %; 4 King 
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King back to the Palace, and fend a 
numerous Deputation to Paris, for the 
Purpoſe of reftoring Tranquility. 


THE communication between Verſailles 
and the capital being almoſt entirely ſtopped 
by the continual arreſts of the couriers and 
paſſengers, it was very late at night on the 
14th of July, before the Aſſembly were in- 
formed of a part of the outrages committed 
at Paris. They only learned from one of 
their members, (the Viſcount. de Noailles) 
who had been there, that the Hotel- des. In- 
valides had been pillaged, that the cannon 
and every gun found there had been carried 
off by the People; that the citizens were 


armed, and that there was a ** for attack- 


ing the Baſtille. A H J 28601 * 
This news interrupted e the object 
of which was to ſend a ſeeond Deputation 
to the King, to demand the removal of the 
troops, The motion had been made by 
Count Mirabeau, and the Factious had 
taken previous meaſures to ſecure its ſucceſs, 
by publiſhing, [by means of their emiſſa- 
ries, Arbe plan of the Miniſters was to 


inveſt the Hall with cannon on the follow - 


ing night; to increaſe the pay of the ſoldiers, 


in 


(Juwx 155 
in order to: inſure their allegiance ;; to block 
and bombard Paris, and ſo forth. Mira- 
beau alſo moved, that the Aſſembly ſhould 
reſolve, that they would attend to no other 
object until the troops collected in the ca- 
| pital and the neighbourhood, were - entirely 
withdrawn.- -This motion was not adopted; 
but the former paſſed 'unanimouſly ; and it 
was reſolved, that the ſame Deputation who 
had gone to the King the day before, 'ſhauld 
now return to his Majeſty, and demand _ 
— of the troops. 15% rider 
The King was not better informed than 
the Aſſembly, of the ſituation of the cas 
pital ;/ the irruption made into the Hotel- des. 
Invalides was the only event he had heard 
of; and his Majeſty was deliberating with 
his Miniſters upon the meaſures to be taken, 
for preventing farther exceſſes, when the 
Deputation from the TOP W the 
Palate. 2443 Heth of a. 
Te ur ef « a gin; abs wants foreſight, 
wo the irreſolution of the Miniſtets, placed 
clie King in ſo critical a poſition, that he 
could not, without perſonal danger to him- 
felf and the Royal Family; either liſten to, 
or reject the demand which the Afﬀembly 
pro the imprudenee or daſtardly treachery 


to 
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to make. This reflection, and the King's 


natural repugnance to violent ſteps, deter- 
mined him to conſent to the removal of the 


troops. The Deputation was admitted, and 
the King gare them the — bur 


53 N 
ſwer: — 1 5 ; + 5 [Iv x 
. «a N 


* have been ney <a on 


| every meaſure likely to reſtore tranquilli- 


« ty to Paris. I had, in conſequence, given 


orders for the Prevoͤt- des. Marchand and 


„% Municipal Officers to repair hither, that 
« I might concert with them the neeeſſary 
« ſteps to be taken. Being ſinee informed 
of the formation of a bourgeois guard, 1 
have ordered the General Officers to put 
* themſelves at the head of that guard, to 
« affiſt it with their experience, and to ſe- 
„ cond the zeal of the good citizens. I 
* have alſo ordered the troops that are in 
the Champ-de-Mars to withdraw from 
Paris. The uneaſineſs you expreſs on the 
diſorders of that city muſt be felt by 
every Wan and afſects er, e 


Before A ert er the Depubitin; for 
which the Aﬀembly were waiting with' the 
utmoſt impatience and uneafineſs, two of 
at 
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the Electors of Paris ſent by the Committee 
from the Hotel- de- Ville, preſented themſelves 
and demanded an audience. They had ſet 
out before the Baſtille was thrown open and 
abandoned to the populace. The reſolution 
by which they were deputed to the Aſſembly, 
and which was ſigned by M. de Fleſſelles, 
charged them to paint the dreadful fity. 
ation of the Capital; the diſaſters that had 
„ happened in the neighbourhood of the 
$5 Baſtille ; the inefficacy of the Deputations 
that had been ſent to the Governor, with 
% drum and flag as tokens of peace, to 


*« defire that the cannon of the Baſtille might 


not be directed againſt the people; the 
death of ſeveral citizens killed by the fire 
from the Baſtille; the people calling 
**; loudly to beſiege it, and the laughter 
that may be the conſequence, of it; and 
to entreat the National Aſſembly to have 
the goodneſs to conſider in its wiſdom, as 
I promptiy as poſſible; the means of avert- 
75 ing from Paris the horrors of civil war.“ 
This reſolution contained alſo the inten- 
tion of the Committee to keep up a daily 
correſpondence; with the National Aſſembly. 
The Speaker of the Deputation gave a 
very falſe account of what had paſſed at the 
Buaſtille, 
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Baſtille, particularly in accuſing M. de Lau- 
nay of having allowed the Deputation, 
which appeared with a flag and drum in 
token of peace, to enter the court, and of 
then firing upon them. This pretended 
treachery excited a general clamour of in- 
dignation and horror throughout the Aſ- 
ſembly; and Mirabeau called out furiouſly 
for the head of Marſhal BraglioaF. 
The Archbiſhop of Vienne being ſtill at 
the Palace with the Deputation, M. de la 
Fayette, who was Preſident in his abſence, 
anſwered the Electors: That the Aſſembly 
« were inceſſantly engaged, night and day, 
on the means of preventing, or putting an 
end to, the public misfortunes ; and that æ 
numerous Deputation was gone at that 
very time to the King, with the moſt ear- 
i neſt entreaties to remove the troops,” 
To leave no doubt in the minds of the Pari- 
ſians reſpecting the ſentiments of the Aſſem- 
bly, he invited the Deputies to be preſent at 
the debate on their demand. Here almoſt all 
the Deputies roſe at once, and propoſed that 
another Deputation ſhould be ſent to the King, 
to inform him of the new circumſtances re- 
rang Ka the n and to inſiſt more 
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| grongly an che removal of the troops. At 
this moment the firſt Deputation entered, 
and read the: Kirig's anſwer : but far from 
being ſatisfied with: it, it was regardod as a 
farther motive to diſpateh another Neputa. 
tion immediately. It Was not enough for 
the factious, that the King conſentad to xc. 
moveithe troops that were in the ¶ amp de 
Mars, it was neceſſary that thoſe in the en- 
virons ſhould alſo be ſent away k and ſuch 
was the wiſh that the new Deputation was 
ehen convey to his Majeſty :: 
It was then half after ten o'clock at night. 
The King, in conſternation at the ſcenes of 
horror that were paſſing at Paris, was conſult- 
ing with his Miniſters without being able to 


come to any final reſolution; for the freſn 
circumſtances of which they were every in · 


ſtant informed. continually, changed - the 
grounds of the queſtion. The Council 
were in this ſtate of irreſolution and embar- 
raſſment when the next deputation ma 
They were immediately admitted. 
Archbiſhop of Paris, who was their Ga, 
painted the ſituation of the Capital in the 
moſt pathetic terms, con ured the King to 
yield to the wiſhes of the Aſſembly, and 
read to him che whole of the Reſolution of 
the 


— . 
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the Committee of the Electors. The King te 


plied : ** You-rend my heart more and mor 


« by the account you give me of the cala- 
« mities of Paris. It is not poſſible to be- 
lieve, that the orders which have been 
given to the troops are the cauſe of them. 
« You know the anſwer I gave to the pre- 
ceding Deputation; I have wotking more 
to add to it.“ 

The emotion with hich: the King: gs 
nounced theſe words, was ſufficiently expref- 
five of the grief he felt; the Deputation were 
deeply affected by it, and the Archbiſhop of 
Paris repreſented it to the Aſſembly in the 
propereſt manner to diſpoſe them to hear his 
Majeſty's anſwer without prejudice but 
the Majority, which was compoſed of the 


moſt timid: Deputies, coaleſcing through ter- 
ror with the boldeſt, thought this anſwer 


ſtill inſufficient, and no one dared to utter or 


ſupport a different opinion. The two Elec- 
tors ſtill; preſent at the ſitting, waiting for an 


anſwer to the Deputation from the Hotel- de- 
Ville, requeſted to have one from the Aſſem- 


bly, who being able to ſuecour the rebels in 


no other way than by their Reſolutions, 
haſtened to e one that might ſatisfy 
them, and charged the two Deputies to carry 


it 
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it to their clleagues. i This:Refola 
as follows: 21,4460 32.6 halle 
„ The National Afmbly, Fe. edel 
s by the calamities which they had but too 
< plainly: foreſeen, - have neyer-;craſed\;re- 
« queſting of his Majeſty the full: and abs 
1 ſolute retreat. of the troops aſſembled in 
« an extraordinary. manner in the Capital 
. «4 and neighbourhood, They have. again 
_ 4+ ſent this day two Deputations to the 
« King on this ſubject, on which they have 
1 been inceſſantly employed night and day, 


They will take the ſame ſteps to-morrow, 


and render them ſtill more preſſing if poſ- 

«« ſible. They will never; ceaſe repeating 
them, and making new efforts, until they 
* meet the ſucceſs which they have a right 
« to expect from the juſtice of their de- 
mand, and from the King's own heart 
„ when its emotions are not ſuſpended * 
* impreſſions. from others. 


Can it be conceived, that digg an 4 


ſurrection, in which the people armed and 
conſtantly committing acts of violence were 


every where but feebly reſiſted by the troops, 


the removal of theſe could have been gomſider- 

ed and ſolicited by the Aſſembly as the * 

means of ſuppreſſing the inſurrection and 
pre- 
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preventing new ones? This is the kind of 
reaſoning that was uſed by the innocent ſhep- 
herd who, attempting to gain the friendſhip of 
the wolves by confidence; ſhut up his dogs 

and left his fold open; by which he ſoon loſt 
his flock, and in the end was devoured him- 
ſelf: a fable which might be applied to the 
Revolution, if in this inſtance the conduct of 
the Aſſembly could be afcribed to their inno- 
cence. But it was too clear that they nei- 
ther wiſhed to ſuppreſs the inſurrection, nor 
prevent new ones ; on the contrary, they 
wiſhed to enſure the triumph of the rebels, 
with whom they had already ſided by the 
Reſolution of the evening before that of 
the 14th of the july being only the ſequel of 
it. From their union there reſulted a pro- 
fuſion of crimes, of ſo ſerious a nature as 
to call upon Hiſtory to ſupply the want of 
criminal-/ juſtice, | by arraigning thoſe who 
| ſhared in them, even through weakneſs; for 
; weakneſs is never an excuſe for the crimes of 
High Treaſon, _ + 5 "39 

Theſe Reſolutions were officially con- 
nected with the plot which had produced 
the inſurrections of the Capital, of which 
the chief leaders were in the Aſſembly, and 
the Palais-Royal x was their focus. The! ob⸗ 

VoL. I. X 3 | 
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ject of the conſpirators was to raiſe the Duke 

of Orleans to the rank of Lieutenant - Gene- 

ral of the Kingdom. That Prince, incapable 
from his defect of energy and character of 
being the leader of any party whatever; was 
indeed nothing more than the puppet of his 
Faction: he lent them his name, gave them 
his money, and left every thing to their 
management. They held their Secret Com- 
mittees at Montrouge near Paris, and the 
elder Mirabeau, the Abbe Steyes, La Clos, 
and La Touche, were at the head of them, 
From this Committee proceeded: the inſtruc- 
tions and the funds, which were given to 
truſty agents, who tranſmitted them to the 
incendiaries of the Palais- Noyal, and to a 
great number of underlings, paid for ſeaſon- 
ably exciting inſurrections at Paris and 
throughout the kingdom; for correſpond- 
ing with the army, diſpoſing it to de- 
fection; and for other manœuvres of the 
like nature. The infurrection of the 12th 
of July, in which the cries of Vive le Du 
d' Orleans were occaſionally ſhouted, and the 
outrages without number which diſgraced the 
following days, were only calculated to; con- 
vince the King and his Miniſters, that the 
| Duke of Orleans could alone reſtore calm to 
the 
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the Capital, and by his credit and influence 
put a ſtop to thoſe exceſſes, Which his 
Majeſty had loft the power of fupprefling or of 
puniſhing. Mirubeau never doubted that the 
rank of Lieutenant- General of the Kingdom, 
applied for by that Prince leſs as a reward for 
any ſervite that merited it, than as the ne- 
ceſſary means of doing ſervice, would be 
granted to him without the leaſt difficulty; 
and the only queſtion that remained, was to 
prevail upon him to aſk it, and to compoſe 
his theme for him. Theſe were the expreſ- 
ſions made uſe of by Mirabeau himſelf in 
ſpeaking of this fact. It was then agreed 
that the Duke of Orleans ſhould preſent 
himſelf at the Council door while they 
were ſitting, that he ſhould deſire admiſſion 
on very urgent buſineſs, and which it was of 
the utmoſt conſequence to mention to the 
King; that he ſhould offer to go as Media- 
tor between the King and the Capital; and 
that he ſhould make his appointment to the 
rank of Lieutenant-General of the' King- 
dom the eſſential condition of his mediation -. 


0 * for Al theſe fads the P. 2 * at 28. Chate- 
let againſt the outrages of the ih and 6th of Otober, 


and particularly the 0 of M. a Vir W Vol. J. 
page 219, No. 140. 91” 45 Ts DOD 
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The authors of this plan had no more 


conſulted the intereſts of the Duke of Orleans 


than his capacity, with which they had no- 
thing to do. Their only object was to con- 
centrate power, the nomination to offices, 
and above all, the diſpofal of the funds of 
the Royal treaſure, in the Committee of 
Montrouge, who were to become his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters, directed by Mirabeau, for 
whom the place of Prime Miniſter was 
reſerved. Nor even here were the views 


of the Orleans Faction bounded: the rank 


of Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom Was 


only to be a ſtep for that Prince to mount 
the throne the moment tlie occaſion offered; 
and the progreſs of the Revolution was top 


rapid to allow that d to be 1 


as at a great diſtance. 


The exiſtence of this horrible aaogett l is 


| dis leſs to be diſputed as Mirabeau himſelf 
avowed it in the: Aſſembly ; and puſhed his 
effrontery ſo far as to maintain, that this 
0 2 was ſuch as every Citizen might 
boaſt: that it was not only juſtifiable at 
„ the period i in which it was planned, but 
that it was good i in itſelf, and even laud- 
„able! Would you think it ſtrange,” 


ad he, te thata friend of the throne and 


« of 
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« of liberty; on obſerving the horizon dark: 
« ened, and judging Pane that che enthu- 
« ſiaſt of the tendency of opinion, the ac- 
« celeration of events, and the dangers of 
inſurrection, ſhould have faid to the | 
« yaunted Royaliſt, Well, who denies you 
« that the French are Monarchifts? H 
« diſputes with you that France both needs 
« and defires a King ? But a Louts XVII. 
« will be King as well as Louis XVI. ; and 
« if the Nation can be perſuaded that 
Louis XVI. is an abettor and acceſſory 
1 of the exceſſes that have wearied their 
« patrence, they will call for a Louis 
AMI.“ The zealous ſupporter of Liberty 
« would” have pronounced theſe words with 
« ſo much the more energy, as he would 
« have been better acquainted with circum· 
« ſtances that might render his diſcourſe 
more efficacious. And would he "ape 
« pear to you a conſpirator, a bad citizen, 
or even a bad reaſoner 7 

It was not to jacobins, but in the tribune 
of the National Aſſembly that Mirabeau 
dared to utter theſe regicide expreſſions, in 
juſtification of himſelf which at any other 
time, andany where but in France, would haye 

X 3 : led 
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led him to the ſcaffold . They diſoover 
but too plainly che object of the in famous 
calumnies, which began at that time to be 


ſpread againſt the. King, and more. (Pate 


larly againſt the Queen. 
The Duke of Orleans 3 made A 
{lf thorough maſter of the . Theme which 
the Committee of Montrouge: had prepared 
for him, went on the 15th, to the Palace, 
where he witneſſed the affliction and alarm 
ſpread by the news of the Baſtile being 
taken, and of the. enormities that bad. been 
the conſequences of it, He ſurely could not 
have choſen. a jymcture more favourable to 
the demand he went to make; accordipgly, 
he preſented; himſelf at the door of, the 
King's chamber, which was before the 
Council Hall, and, as the Baron de Bretguil 
was coming out of it, aſked him, with the 
woſt embarraſſed air, if he could not ſpeal 
with his Majeſty. It is not, pollible, y 
replied the Miniſter; © the King is. juſt re- 
tired to his apartments, and will ſce no- 
% body; but if you have any, thing to,akk 
ol a him, or to cn mͥiente to him, you 

* This Speech is given. at fan length" in the paper of 


the Mmiteur, Oauber . 1790. 
YU may 
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may write to him and ſend me your letter, 
« which I will give to him this evening at 
« the Council, unleſs you think proper to 
« write directly to. myſelf E will either 
« ſhow your letter to the King, or I will tell 
him any thing you deſire. He choſe to 
write to the Miniſter; but inſtead of daring to 
mention in his letter to the Baron de Bre- 
teuil the flighteſt'pretenfions to the rank of 
Lieutenant-General of the Kingdom, he con- 
tented himſelf with begging that Miniſter to 
aſk the King, to permit him to go over to 
England i affairs: took a diſagrecable turn. 
The Duke of Oyieans, too much aſhamed 
of his cowardice to confeſs it to his-truſty 
friends, only told them that his demand was 
before the King; and that the Baron de Bre- 
teuil had undertaken to make the report of 
it to the Council which was to be held that 
very day, at ſeven o'clock in the evening. 
In conſequence one of them went and waited 
in the antichamber for the breaking up of 
the Council, to be the firſt informed of ſuch 
important news. The moment he per- 
ceived the Baron de Breteuil, he ran up to 
him, and eagerly aſked, i, the affair of the 
Duke of Orleans had paſſed? Les, 
without the leaſt difficuly,” replied the 
; X 4 Miniſter, 
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Miniſter, And is he appointed then Lieu 


„ tenant- General of the Kingdom? Lieu- 
tenant-General of the Kingdom! what is 

it you mean „„The affair of the Duke 
« of Orleans. The Duke of Orleans 
has aſked permiſſion: to go to England, 


and it is granted him: I know eno other 


«+ buſineſs he has.” The emiſſary, diſcon- 
certed by ſo unexpected an anſwer, made no 
reply to this, but haſtened to give an ac- 
count of it to the Members of the Com- 
mittee, and particularly to Count Mirabeau, 
whoſe rage, indignation, and contempt, were 
vented in violent imprecations againſt the 
Duke. Almoſt all theſe facts are proved in 


the proceedings at the Chatelet, on the of- 


fences of the 5th and 6th of October. No 
mention is there made of the circumſtances 
relatiye to the Baron de Breteuil, becauſe 
that Miniſter's evidence was not called: for 
on the trials; but I have reported them be- 
cauſe they were atteſted to me by M. de 
Montmorin, who heard them from the 
King, and from the Baron de ae him» 
ſelf. | 

I now reſume the chain of events which 
* 8 it pecefſaty to _—_— that I 
| | might 
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might not break the narrative. of Wt ou 
ant an aneedote. 

The night of a ah ”P July was an- 
other night of anxiety and horror for the 
pariſians. Terrified at the enormity of their 
crimes, and particularly dreading the exem- 


plary puniſhment they deſerved, they firmly 
believed all the projects of vengeance with 
which the King was charged, and were in 


1 


conſtant expectation of the bombardment of 


the Capital, or the arrival of ſquadrons upon 


ſquadrons of huſſars. It was openly ſaid, 


that the nobility had been only waiting for 
this moment to declare | themſelves againſt 
the people. It was no doubt to gain credit 


to this infamous calumny, that villains tole- 


rably well dreſſed ran through the ſtreets 
with- chalk in their hands, ſtopped at all 'the 
ſmall doors, and made different marks upon 
them, which the trembling citizens were 


eager to rub out unſeen, in hopes of eſcap- 


ing the proſcription of which they believed 
thoſe marks to be the ſignals. The conti- 


nual ringing of the alarm; bell, the confu- 
ſion of the patrols, and their hurried march, 
kept up the general terror; which was till 
further increaſed ſometimes by conſtant 


alarms given by the cries of, to arms; to 
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ans, the hufars are coming; ſometimes 
by the report of cannon heard at intervals; 
and which the Diſtricts at a diſtance ſup- 
poſed were fired by the King's troops. Such 
was the cowardice of thoſe famous conquer. 
ors of the Baſtile, that a: large body ot 
armed citizens poſted in the Rue Vaugirard; 
hearing the clank of chains at a diftance, 
imagined it might be a train of artillery for 
a ſiege, with a powerful eſcort, and were fo 
terrified at it, that a man paſſing at the mo- 
ment, having called out with a frightened 
air, Here come the hufſars!” the whole 
troop: deſerted their poſt and vaniſhed in 2 
moment. One of the runaways going into 
a houſe, and getting up to the ' garret-winw 
dow, ſoon ſaw: that this formidable train'of 
artillery;- and this column of huſfays; were 
nothing more than a neee a 
team of ſix horſes.” 
In the e ens) eee 
4 of the Revolutions of all countries, 
thouſands of facts of the ſame kind may 
be cited, which all prove that the people; 
even in a ſtate of rebellion, have only mo- 
ments of bravery; or rather of fury, and 
that terror is in ſome ſort natural to them. 
| Their: — which conſtſts in their im- 
Pero, 
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petuoſity, cannot ' withſtand: a long reſiſtance, 
and to reduce them it is enough to attack 
them before they themfelves begin the at 
tack, or at the moment they give it or. 

At length the day appeared, and diſpelled 
the chimerical and ridiculous: fears which 
had diſturbed the ſleep of the inhabitants oſ 
Paris. Fhey were no longer apprehenſive 
either of bombs or huſſars, and were: over- 
joyed at finding themſelves as brave as they 
were the day before. But their agitation was 
kept up by the .blackeſt, ſuſpicions, and by 
the moſt abſurd conjectures. They were 
told, that the attack upon the capital had 
been only deferred, becauſe, the Court 
e withed-firſt to turm their vengeance againſt 
the Aſſembly; that the villains who dur- 
« ing the night had been crying to arms / 
* here come the huſſars ! were emiſſaries of 
the Miniſters, who had made uſe of that 
* infernal' ſtratagem to alarm the Pariſians 
on their own account, in order to prevent 
their going to the aſſiſtance of the Depu- 
« ties, whoſe throats: were perhaps all cut 


by that time.“ When it was known that 


nothing had paſſed at Verſailles, and that 
the Aſſembly continued to hold their fittings 


dance. it was rumoured, that the pro- 
* 


= 
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ject of POR Miniſters had failed, becauſe 
the | cannoniers, commanded by Marſhal 
Broglio, had refuſed to obey him. The 
fact was, that Marſhal Broglio had propoſed 
to eſcort the King and the Royal Family 
fafely to Metz with the army z and that his 
Majeſty, inſtead of adopting that meaſure, 


which might have ſaved every thing, had de. 


termined, from the repreſentations and en- 
treaties of the Duke de Liancourt, to throw 
himſelf confidently upon the en and 
to "I to Fall 770 n $7 7 45 200% 
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⸗ On the ſame day the Archbiſhop of Mts being 
ſent for, and conſulted by the Queen, adviſed, that 
the King, far from diſmiſſing the troops, ho, the 
French Guards excepted, were ſtill in the beſt order, 
ſhould employ them to put an end to the riots, to diſſolve 
the Aſſembly of the EleQors, to reſtore order and tran- 
quillity in Paris, &c. He thought that when the ca- 
pital was thus reclaimed, his Majeſty might, without 
any obſtacle, ſuſpend or diſſolve the States-General on 
the grounds of convening the different public bodies of 
the State, or even the Bailiwick Aſſemblies, to adviſe 


with them on ſome of the important queſtions -reſpeQ- 


ing which the-Aſſembly were divided; that, during theſe 
various convocations, the King might re-eſtabliſh, and 
maintain the ſtricteſt Police throughout the Kingdom, 


and that the petitions and denunciations that would in 
che mean time be leut from every quarter againſt the 


$f States- 
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The Aſſembly not knowing this Reſolu- 
tion, were deliberating upon different plans 
of a new Addreſs, which they intended tv 
ſend to the King by a Deputation, to enforce 
his withdrawing the troops; to demand the 
diſmiſſion of all bad Counſellors from about 
his perſon, . to invite him to come to the 
Aſſembly. 2:42 i! ol 143 3: 

The Dequtics whi were to 20 with this 
Addreſs. were named and ready to ſet out, 
when Mirabeau had the aſſurance to ſtop 
them by this violent apoſtrophe, dictated by 
the ſpirit of impoſture and perfid. 

„Tell the King,“ cried he, that the 
foreign hordes by which we are inveſted, 
« were- yeſterday viſited by Princes and 
Princeſſes, and by favourites of both 
©* ſexes, and were careſſed, exhorted, and 
« entreated by them. Tell him that all 
night long the foreign ſatellites, gorged 
with wine and gold, were predicting in 
their impious ſongs the ſubjugation of 

France; and that their brutal prayers in- 
voked deſtruction upon the National Al- 


| 33345 
— would 'render it Me to afſeny- | 


ble them again, and would put it in the King's power 
to reſort to the means propoſod by the firſt Aiſembly- of | 
the Notables to ſupply Ee A deut gd. 
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<< ſembly. Tell him that in his very Palace 
4 his courtiers were dancing to the ſounds fe 
* of this barbarous muſic, and that ſuch 
was the prelude to the ſcene on St. Bar. 
* tholomew's day. Tell him that that 
% Henry, whoſe memory the Univerſe 
, bleſſes, — he whom from among his an- 
* ceſtors he choſe for his model, ſent p- 
% viſions into Paris, although in 4 ſtate of 
1 rebellion, and beſieged by himſelf in 
offi re but that his ferocious Counſellors 
cauſe the flour which commerce brings 
& to Paris, to be turned away, although 
00 Paris is loyal and famiſning.. 3 1 
| The effect which theſe atrocious imputa- 
tions, fandtioned in ſome degree by the 
ſilence of the Aſſembly, might produce at 
ſo critical a juncture, would naturally in- 
if creafe'the embarraſſment and the alarms of tlic 
| King and the Miniſters, and conſequently 
diſpoſe them to liſten readily. to the demand 
which the Duke of Orleans was that day to 
make in the Council. This was no dbubt 
85 the view of Count Mirabeau, and the hope 
of the Committee of Montrouge, but they 
had not foreſcen that. the King would render 
this manceuvre uſeleſs by going himſelf to 
the Aſſembly before the Deputation ſet out. 
n In 
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In fact, at that very moment they were in- 
formed by the Duke de Liancourt thut ſuch 
was the intention of his Majeſty, whoſe an- 


rival was ſoon after announced by the 2 95 


Maſter of the Ceremonies.. 

It was then determined, that the Bega. 
tation who were to have gone to the Palace 
ſhould go and wait to receive the King in 
the court before the entrance of the Hall. 


Meanwhile it was debated what lock the 
Aſſembly ought to aſſume, when the King ap- 


peared; and whether they ſhould receive 
him with the uſual marks of applauſe, or, 
as a great number of the Deputies wiſhed, 
with filence and gloomy reſpect. But be- 
fore che quy jon was decided the King en- 
tered, accompanied only by his two hrothers. 
The moment he appeared, that reſpeR, that 
love, that irreſiſtible ſoftneſs, which the 
countenance of a good Monarch in misfor- | 
tune always excites, became manifeſt, in 
the moſt afßecting manner. The whole Af 
ſembly roſe at once; thoſe! who: had dared 
to propoſe keeping filence- experienced the 
impoſſibility of it, and mixed'with rapture 
their applauſes and cries of, ** Hue le Roi] 
with thoſe of the Deputies who remained 
loyal, and who were only diſtinguiſhed by 

1 the 
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the tears that filled their eyes. When his 
Majeſty came to the middle of the Hall, 
near the chair that was ſet for him, he deli. 
vered ſtanding, and without putting on his 
hat, this Speech, which was anticipated by 
| his earers Ars he er ene _ mouth. 


a> 
8 5 


. 1 « 
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It was to conſult you upon tun "moſt 


« j important affairs of the State that I called 
ny vou together. There is none more preſſ. 


ing. or Which more particularly affect 


* my: heart, than the dreadful diſorden 
* which reign in the capital. The Head 
of the Nation comes with confidence in- 
to the midſt of its Repreſentatives to ex- 
bs preſs his pain to them, and to invite them 
to fall upon means to re- eſtabliſh order 


and tranquillity. I know that unjuſt preju · 


dices have been raiſed; I know that ſome 
have dared to publiſh that your perſons art 
not ſufe. Could i it be neceſſary to contradict 
v fuch criminal” reports, contradicted on 
«the face of them by my known charac- 
„ter? Well then! I, who am but one 


with my people, I will truſt myſelf to 
you. Aſſiſt me at this juncture to ſecute 


the ſafety of the State. I expect it from 
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« the National Aſſeribly; the .2cal of the: 
« Repreſentatives, af my People united far 
the common welfare aſſures me of it; 
« and, depending upon the love and alle- 
«« giance of my ſubjects, I have given orders 
for the troops to withdraw from Paris and 
« from Vexſailles. I authoriſe, nay invite 
you to 507 my W e to 


* the Capital „ 
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The King ene this Ty hg with» 0 
affecting. yet ſo. confident an air, and with 
2 voice ſo affectionate, that the Aſſembly 
could not hear him without interrupting him 
at every ſentence by teſtimonies of joy and 
gratitude. . To have replied in a manner 
worthy: this Speech, the Preſident ought to 
have confined: himſelf to expreſling the ſen- 
timents manifeſted,. not by a majority, hut 
by the whole Aſſembly: ;. and ſurely it was - 
the height of barbarity or Rupidity ta chooſe 
that moment for expreſſing diſtruſt, to the 
King, and imputing the public calamities 
to him by attributing: them: to the diſmuſſion 
of the Miniſters. This even Mirabeau him- 
ſelf would never have done 3.6 but this the 
virtuous, the pious Archbiſhop of Nenne, 
who was then Preſident of the Aſſembly,. 

Vor. I. E 
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dared to do; and ſo incredible an Anſwer 
can l be n in its ren way 10 
9040 e 5 { e HOI e 

25 The love of your ſubjects 10 your . 
«+ cred perſon ſeems at this moment to en- 
© croach on the profound reſpect due to 
% your pteſence — if, however, a Sovereign 
* can be better reſpected than by the love of 
« his ſubjects. The National Aſſembly re- 
4 ceive with the greateſt ſenſibility the aſ- 
| <4 ſurances which your Majeſty: gives them 
of the removal of the troops aſſembled by 
your orders within and about the Capital, 
and in the vicinity of Verſailles. They 
ſuppoſe that the removal granted to their 
« wiſhes by your Majeſty is not ſimply a 
% removal to ſome diſtance, but that the 
** troops are to be ſent back to the _ 
« ſons or quarters whence they cam. 
The National Aſſembly have ag 
me to mention on this occaſion ſome of 


their laſt Reſolutions, to which they affix 


a "hy greateſt Mm 5. en . 
* Te Aten 6 . had nor ! could bare ai 
ſuch an order to the Preſident before they had heard the 


King's Speech, and ad aid | not debate alter hear- 
e h 202.19) nenn a Mu. 


bond "4 8 ne 


Jol 


1 cate your Majeſty to open without delay 
« a free intercourſe between Paris and Ver- 
« ſailles; and to eſtabliſh at all times an 
« unreſtrained and immediate .commiunica- 


« tion between them and your Majeſty: 


They earneſtly ſolicit your Majeſty's ap- 


10 probation to 2 Deputation they deſire to 


« ſend to Paris, with the view and hope of 


« jts contributing greatly to reſtore order to 
« your Capital. Laſtly, they renew their. 


repreſentations to your Majeſty: upon the 
changes that have taken place in your 
Council. Moſe changes are one of | the 
« principal cauſes of the melancholy trou- 
« bles which afflict us, n. . the 
heart of e e mee 


« My intentions Te) wiſhes,” ol the 


King, “ reſpecting the Deputation of the 
National Aſſembly are known: I will 


« never refuſe a communication with 9 


8 whenever _ deem i it 55 5 n! 
* 


As be canine this ſentence: ths „n | 


moved forward to go out of the Hall, and 


the whole Aſſerably preſſed after him. In 


the court he was ſo affected with the deſire 
they ſhowed of accompanying him ſtill fars 
| 122 | ther, 
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ther, that his Majeſty determined on walk. 
ing to the Palace. The Deputies of the 
three Orders then mixed without diſtinction 
with the Gardes-du-Corps, and {warmed 
about his perſon, crying « Vive le Roi !" 
The people running in /6towds: from -every 
quarter came and joined their acclaniations 
do thoſe of the Deputies. This immenſe 
retinue, compaſed of almoſt all the inbabi- 
tants of Verfailles, ſoon; became ſo embar- 
mſling from the efforts they made all at the 


fame time to get near the King, and enjoy | 


the pleature of ſeeing him, that his Majeſty 
had an hour's painful walk before be arrived 
at the Palace. On the way a vulgar woman, 
for whom no doubt a feme had alſo been 
made, preſſed through the crowd, came up 


to the King, and, throwing herſelf on her 


knees, ſaid to him“ Oh! Sire! Oh] my 
++ really ſineere? Will it not be again as it 


5 was u fortnight ago? The King, far 


Wan a taking offence at {this is infolence, raiſed 
Va perl N * woman, i | will be laſting ; ; 
% I will never change my opinion.“ 


The Aſſembly having attended the King 


a far as the bottom of the flight of ſteps 


8989 a, 
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in the Marble Court, returned to reſume 


their Bürde and reſolved . That De- 


putation compoſed of eighty- sight ef ehe 

6 — ſnould immediately ſet dut / fat 
« Paris; that they ſhould uſe all their -eft 
« forts, and employ every meant Poſſible. 
« to reſtore; order and tranquillity 4. to icons 
« ſolidate the eftabliſhment af the-bourgeois 
„ guard ; and that they ſhould. publiſh in 
every part of the town the aſſurance given 
« by the King; that the troops were going 
„to withdraw from Paris. and Verſailles.” 
As ſoon as the Deputation was gone; a 
weniber of the Aſſembly propoſed an Ad- | 


dreſs to the King, to demand the diſmiſſion 


of the new Miniſters, as being abſolutely 
unworthy of the public confidence. This 
motion was too effentially connected with 
the plan and ambitious views of the Com- 
mittee of Montrouge, not to be agreeable to 
Count Mirabeau, and he accordingly ſup- 
ported it with all his power; but it was re- 
jetted, on the obſervation made by Count de 


Clermont Tounerre, © That his Majeſty 


** ought to be ſuffered to reliſh at leaſt for 
*« four-and-twenty hours the joy and happi- 
« neſs of being King of ſo loyal a Nation; 


* and that in ſo glorious a day it did bebe 


34. come 


a 
— - 
___— 


— 
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0 eome the dignity of the Aſſembly to at. 
end to fo contemptible a Miniſtry? “ "1 
5 Thus terminated that memorable Sitting 
10 which Louis XV, ever impelled by his 
fatal reliance on the love and allegiance of 
the French; voluntarily ſtripped himſelf of 
all the means of ſupporting his authority, at 
| a moment when the moſt powerful would 
| ſcarcely have been ſufficient to preſerve it. 
He choſe rather to leave his Throne without 
| ſupport to the/mercy of all the factious'who Wl 7 
wiſhed to overthrow it, and his on perſon 
without defence to the diſcretion of a peo. 
ple armed and delirious, than to ſhed the 
uy wt 1 one of” his ſubjects. 


þ 18 * 12 27 7 Y * p 


LR 


To _ -4, 
RM ˙ „1 
— - — 1 * 


— — 


1 P ——ů — 

— U:—— . 
r 4-— 

—_— = 2 — 


— — 2 — - 
. ͤ — - — 3 
TT 2 2 as 


F 

[ 

| 
F +4 

U 


? 
«* fy a 1 * * 
« „ 4 „ WF T's. 69 4.5 a i IN : 
2111 1 —_ m_ 22 2 4 f 2 1117 140 TONY, it 
; ; FP 44. re rer 601 2 41 $4 34 4 'S® 
I : ; 
? * { 1 * 7 
1 77 NN 
, fx 
6; WT Tr: WT 
4 . N * 
1. ; f y. ky "%. * 
o : 7 1 1 L ; 
L | * 
* 4 oo my N 1 5 2 
wi, Fi 4 : i * , 24 ; 
t 
'P 


our 1789) FRENCH REVOLUTION, 28g 


% 1 ö 
ly. 4 erde 833 anch 


. of $a 5 ”"Y 74 %-vy WM, 
1+ ITY TT HL Int R e N W. N 
a — . hh — 4 


* 
Vn 
1 
8 * 
- 12 P - * a & 4 
N 5 3 * 6 
bo os ” > 
F Er <> 5 2 1 Ls „ wee — 7 17 P 2 — * 
13 1 1 14 : 7 Ss of 4 1 N 
d * . * * . * 
J Tz * 18 15 e 
12 | iS! bs 1 RMA Genn 
r IJ . ” —  ; a f > - | 
[ ” x J ny q * * 1 * 6 4 Ph Ry * - ; 4 * 5 1 * ” %r 1 
a | * - - 0 + — ' . a 1 # & $4 4a. 1 A * 
. 5 
* * — * 9 
5 
Fir . 
* P | p : , 1 * * * 1 * * * 5 ” - w 5 « 
. * ' 149 1 1 of N.4 5 57 - 121 — 


The Eleftors generally, cenſured © — Hier 
Embarraſſment — The.. Commander of 
the Pariſian AMilitia Superſeded — 
M. de Ja Fayette abpointed in his 
_ fread, on the Command being refuſed 
by the Duke d Aumont— M. Bailly af 
pointed M qyor Arrival of the Depu- 
tation from, the Aſſembly at the Hotel- 
de-Ville — 8575 — Acclamations and 
Tranſports of Joy—Te Deum at Notre 
F Dame—Condy of 7 of. the Eleclors and of | 
the A eee 7. Necker recalled—Re- . 
treat f _ the new. M 1 9 King 
goes to Faris. accompanied * nume- 
rous Detutation of the Aﬀembly—De- 
farture of the Ducheſs de Polignac— 
Sitting held by the King at i the Hotel-de- 
Ville—T/ * King, 9 Are 155 tranal y 
: C0 0 k ade 
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Wear, painted on eve countenance. Loud 


m murmurs were directed a; gainſt the EleQurs, 
WhO were * of 7 


| and evil eg 
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- Colaio_apts mids by M. de Lally—. 
General Rh he K e return to Ver. 
 Sailles, rate nun re | 


X * Are 9 21 ' 
»&% * 4 is A. 


| Tir was ſoon known at Paris that eden AL. 
ſembly had not experienced any of the dan. 


gers with which it was ſaid to have been 


-menaced ; that the pretended refuſal of the 
_ cannoniers to obey Marſhal Broglio, and all 


the projects of vengeance attributed to the 


Ministers, were but "ridiculous fables, def. 
Utute of every 
and Yuſpicions all vanffhed, and gave place 


Kind bf foundation. Alarms 


to regret. ard temorſe for As crimes, as'atro- 
"cious/as uſeleſs, with which the tapital bad 
diſgraced itſelf, 'Diffitisfa&ion' and 'ſortow 


orance,” welktieſs, 
e blathe of all that 
had” ha ppene AY Rb oh them. — 
| 5 ae it was. fad, might have 


. W Been able to prevent it, and conſequently 
e ul be 7015 ponſile fot it.“ COTE 
he Elks, ene ut tllis tem 

| erte their utmolt: efforts to avert from their 
0 Sun BY eads che Näf that threatened: them, 


temper, ex- 


and Fo All the "chagpes vhich v were 25 


F 


* * KF A 


connexions with the Court would render his 
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eee eee de Flefe 
ſelles, the want of a chief Magiſtrate after 
the death of chat laſt of the Prevot; and 
above all, upon the incapacity of the Com- 
mander of the bourgeois guard, with whom 
the people Were exceedingly, diſſatisfied, for 
having taken no part in the events of the 
preceding days. What, ſaid they, 
„have we to do with a Commander who 


does not command, and who cannot ſhow 


6 himſelf a man?; HOGS: Slot: 63 

The Commander, La Salle 4 Offemont, 
having no ſatisfactory reply to make to this 
reproach, the Electors hoped to effect a di- | 
verſion in their own fayour by. | 
themſelves in the choice of another Com- 
mander. They firſt ſounded the Duke 
d Aumont, Who two days before had vo- 
luntarily tendered his ſervices: he was ſent 


for to the Committee of the Electors, and 


offered the place of M. de la Salle; but he 
refuſed it, under pretence that his perſonal 


appointment. to the command more prejudi- 


cial than uſeful: in the new order- of things. 
On his refuſal they appointed M. de la 


het . 
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followed * that of M. Bailly to the office 
of Mayor, a title now: ſubſtituted for that 
of Prevdt des Marchands, becauſe'the new 
order of things, it was ſaid; required that P 
the” Head” of the © Municipality - of Paris l 
ſhould unite the functions of Lieutenant of L 
Police, and even thoſe of Miniſter: bf a ? 


10 thoſe of Prev des Marchand. ö 
Although che Diſtricts objected, anc with c 
good reaſon, that the Electors, in proceed. = 4 


ing to thefe a appointments; had exerciſed a 
right that diq not belong to them, the 
choiee they had made gave general ſatisfac- | 

tion, and their irregularity was ene in 

amt approbationn: 5 

Tranquility and hope aa to Jevinl, 

when they heard of the new meaſure adopt- | 
ed by the King, und of the departure of the 

Deputation fent by the National Aſſembly to 

Paris. Theſe arrived, accompanied by the 

people of the different villages that lie on 
Ithe toad to Verſailles- The Deputies got 
out of their carriages at the barrier de la Con- 
ference, * and walked to the Hotel- de. Hille 
through a lane formed by more than fifty 
thotifantl men, ſome armed with guns, 
others with pikes, axes, ſeythes, &c. The 


9 hamage of this undiſciplined and 
diſ. 
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diſorderly multitude gave this ſhow ach 
more the air of an inſurrection than that of 
a triumphal proceſſion; On all ſides the ſpeo- 
ple cried out Theſe are our ſaviours, 
« theſe are the deltverers of France tlie 
« martyrs of Liberty! Long liue the King ! 
Long live the Nation / Long'live the Na- 
1 tional Afembly ! At every inſtant women 
of the loweſt claſs making their way through 
the crowd ſprang upon the Deputies, and 
overwhelmed them with the groſſeſt careſſes. 
They were all particularly deſirous of embra- 
cing M. de la Fayette and the Abbé Sieyes. 
The Hall of the Hotel- de-Ville, into 
which the Deputation was introduced, was 
ſoon filled with an immenſe crowd of peo- 


ple of all conditions. The Deputies having 


taken the places allotted for them, M. de la 
Fayette ſeized the firſt moment of ſilence to 
declare the object of the Deputation 
„Gentlemen, ſaid he, at length the mo- 
ment moſt daſired b the National Aſ- 
„ ſembly is arrived. The King has been 
deceived, he is no longer ſo: he this 
day came amongſt us, without arms, 
without troops, without that awful array 
« with which Princes are ſurrounded, and 
fc which to good Kings is ſo uſeleſs. He 

| 40 . has | 
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4, has Abe that he has given ordert 
55 to the tidops to retire, - Let us forget our 
mis fortunes, or rather let ur remember 
them only in a to word Grnilar ni 
2 W e «N05 ,9\ 
He concluded with: reading br. Speech 
which the King had delivered in the Aſſem: 
bly, and of which every: ſenjhgjos" excited 
om lively a. 5 of joy and gta 
The applauſes which. every mo. 
ee. in the Hall were reverberated 


thronged the Place-de-Greve, the quays, and 
all * Megs! _— to 20881 Hr. 


Nille. $01, 33642 
. de Lathy Tolendal: wa delivered th 
following _— AK) zünde NK af 


Steile Wc 


eee ee eee 


<itizens,” your friends, your brothers, thoſe 
ho have the honour of being your imme: 
Aiate agents, thoſe on whom your free and 
glorious ſuffrages have beſtowed in the Na- 
a e _— 


42 uns / ork ann 6 24 755 To $7 D Neha 


his Speech has bees altered, eee . re- 
12 rted differently by all the \ Journaliſts. _ It is here ig- 
rt 


ed as the author ſent it to, me on my apphing | to 
him for l. . A 3 4 * 2 


, el * ö joy 


with ecſtacy by the immenſe populace that 


-_ ae So WJ aaa a 9280, 


AG a 
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joy among the-eities of France. You ſee 
men who ate this day come to reſtore peace 


to you] who guaranty it to you upon their 
faith, of which you have no doubt, and 


who, were it neceſſary, would: guaranty 


it with their heads, which they will 
ever be ready to devote to your ſervice. In 
the di ſaſtrous circumſtances now for ever 
done away, you have never felt a ſingle 
pang, never deen expoſed to a ſingle eriſis, 
which we haye not truly participated: or 
traced with anxiety, - Your afflictions ſo 
deep your reſentments, ;- unfortunately ſo 
juſt! your dangers tool We were ſhocked 
to think ourſelves away from them; and our 
only conſolation was, that we were labour- 
ing to avert them effectually at once from 
you, from our Country, and from our King. 
ves! from our King! who, believe me, 
never thought of attacking you, but who 
has been attacked at the ſame titne that yo 
have; who has been betrayed in a manner 
not leſs ſhamefully than yourſelves. Fatal 
Counſels] were it only their imprudence 
that could be accuſed of all the diforders to 
which the bare idea of them has given birth. 
How has your good, your virtuous King 
been deceived! The poiſon of calumny has 

0:5 wn 
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been poured into his pure heart. He, whoſe 
mind muſt ever be conſcious of his claims 
to your love, has been beſet with | terrors 
equally injurious to him and to the gene- 
rous and affectionate Nation over whom he 

has the happineſs and the honour of reign- 

ing. Citizens] 'notwithſtanding this, what 
has happened? With any other Prince our 
duty might have been painful, and almoſt 
dreadful ; with Louis XH. it was only ne- 
ceſſary to go directly to him, to point out 
the truth, aud paint your misfortunes.” It 
inſtantly drew tears from him. You rend 
my heart !] ſaid he to us laſt night, with an 
accent that immediately communicated com- 
fort to our own 7 and this morning he came 

i amongſt us all without arms or parade. He- 

l had no train but that of his good actions; 
no guard but that of our love. In the midſt 
of us he ſpoke in the noble and conciliatory 
language which you have juſt: heard, and 
which you are about to bleſs. He told us 

that he relied upon us, that is, upon you ; 

4 that he depended on our faith, that is, on 

= yours. He requeſted us to affift him _ 

; our counſels, in order to ſecure the ſafety 

of the State. Judge whether our cdunſels 

will be for your happigeſs and his, or not; 
whether 
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word he uttered. Was attended with all the 
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whether either in our wiſhes or in yours the 
State can ever be ſeparated from its Chief. 

He then informed us of the order which he. 
had given to the troops to withdraw; and 
even while he was ſpeaking to us the troops: 
were in motion: to obey that order. Every 


effuſions of our gratitude, and they were 
juſtly due to him. He came to throw him- 
ſelf into our arms, and in our arms we car- 
ried him in triumph back to his Palace; 
whence, impatient to gratify the firſt wiſh of 
his heart, we flew, deputed by e to * 
People of his Capital . 

„ Parifians | What have we 1 
in our way to you? What emotions! what 
ſights! what occurrences Here, compa- 
nies of ſoldiers marching before us on their 


way to the frontiers, which they ſhould ne- 


ver have left * there, crowds-of people run-: 


ning to meet us, and to whom, in the name 


of the King, we reſtored the ſecurity which 
they never deſerved to loſe. All the houſes, 
all the paths, reſounding with the ſame ac- 
clamations which . 5 uſt Wen from 


* General acclamations a: ce Vi ve le Roi! "00 7 
« vent nos Deputis !” Va at 2 | 


your WF: 


— 
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glorious of our lives, and that, if you choſe; 
it would he ee ent Ho 1558 rer | 


1 a ſhout of Peace! 


yourſelves, with thoſe glorious ſhouts of 
Vive le Roi! Vive la Nation! Vive la Li. 
berte*! And we, the Miniſters. of peace 


and love between the French and their 
Sovereign; we, faithful ſubjects, faithful 


Repreſentatives, henceforth rendered happy 
by the union of thoſe titles equally ſacred, 


bearing confuſedly, yet with delight, our 
names mixed with all theſc bleſſings, we ſaid 


to each other, that this day was the moſt 


narchy. galt d Mes 
Ta 3 you ks bent . One 


prayer remains for us to make to you. It is 


een you from the n of our 


nen that is Jag dale we conjure 
and of the National Aſſembly we have 
brought you peace: let us now in your 
name carry back peace to the King and the 
National Aſſembly. But peace in its fulleſt 
ſenſe, peace that leaves no heart- burning 
for enen diſtruſt of che future. We 


* The ſame ſhouts are  reppated through the Hal. 
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were comforted nt ſiglit of the meafures 

taken by your prudence for the interna 
order of your immenſe town. We were 
ſurpriſed that ſo violent an agitation ſhould 

be ſucceeded by 4 - Police ſo prompt and ſo 

regular as that which we every where ob 
ſerved on . our” way," You are impatient, 1 
am ſure of it, to affix - your ſeal to this re- 
tum of pudlie tranuillity. While your | 
voices are joining with mine in proclaiming 
peace, [ fee you ere impatient to put an end 
to theſe warlike „ of Wich che 
ſlighteſt danger, if they continue, would de 
to afflict the film of the eitizen; and to 
un away the eps of the ftranger. Von 
are the Toldiers' of Liberty, but ſcorn to be 
the bravoes'of Bedition. Greatly as yo 
to be actmired for your colirage, when rowſed 
by the dread of ſubjection you flety to arm, 
much more will yen be allmired for your 
nue, in Taping" down thoſe \artns ut abe 
call of Me King, who ſets you the e- 
ple, and in öbediehee to your'Country, thut 
commanlis it. Hlecters! and you that are 
fathers 6f families ! who in che tempeſt 
flew to the helm, and without whom 
perhaps the "veſſel woüld ae this have 
Toby I. "WW been 
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been ſunk I it is more eſpecially your 
part to -accompliſh theſe wiſhes... It is yours 
to temper the overflowing ſpirit of the 
. young, and regulate the exceſs of their no- 
ble paſſions. Tell them, that they who ca- 
lumniate Nations to their Kings merit al 
our execration: but tell them too, that they 
do not merit it more, neither are they mor 
criminal or more dangerous than they who 
calumniate Kings to their Nations. :: Repeat 
to them thoſe- ſacred maxims, which to your 
immortal honour, and for: the preſervaticn of 
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ſome unfortunate men, were echoed, round 


this/ Hall-no-lopger-ſinge than yeſterday... Put 
all our beloved fellow citizens in mind, that 
a time of commotion! is no time for legiſl- 
. that the very bounties of the King, 
even our on zeal would be unavailing; if 
our tranquillity were diſturbed. Tell them 
laſtly, and tell them again and again, that 
they muſt no become the admiration or the 
ſcorn of Europe; that on this moment and for 
ever depends the ho OUR. DEFHE FRENCH 
NME l, ſee. you, all ſtart at, theſe words. 


eee enkrq; oller and of every age, a | 
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ſwer me, I beſcech you, Would you. not ra». 
ther ſuffer a thouſand deaths than renounce: 
or tarniſh the honour of the F rench Name *? 
Do you not, true to that character, love. 
your King, your Country, your Wives, your 
Parents, and your children ? Believe me 
then, that you, will love them ſtill more. . 

when you enjoy that liberty which gives a 
new exiſtence to all the faculties of man, a 
new charm to all his feelings: and you ſhall 
enjoy it, you ſhall be a free people ; for your 
King has promiſed it, and your Repreſenta- 
tives have ſworn it}. Well J. you mean 


then no more to wound all that is dear to 


you, by cruel ſtrifes ?—You mean. that there 
ſhall be no more proſcriptions ?—Pun iſhment 
muſt flow only from the Law 3 without which, | 
reſentment. the juſteſt in its principle may 
become criminal in its effects. Let there be 


an end to irregular denunciations „to tu- 


multuous POR _ bad ne : 
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t A general cry affine a Foe nos Repre- 
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4 there ſhall be 116 more bad citizens, alt wil 
rl be rendered good by your example®, - 
4 Wen Citizens yo ſee, we are all 421044 
1 I do not exprefs à fingle thought in Which 
fr - words are not anticipated by your ft. 
ol I thank you fof the. kind attention 
"14 with which you have liſtened to the, and 
= will not encroach upon it 3 but, in conchid. 
= | ing, allow my patting words to be the te- 
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-T petition of thofe'which your generous nd 
5 beneficent Monarch this morning impreſſed 

g upon our hearts. Addrefling the National 
Aſfembly, he faid, «I TRUST 7b vob.“ 
To you, my fellow. citizens, I ſay, The 
VE National Afembly truſt to you ; they rein 
themſelves to you. All is contained in "this 
_ __figle ſentence Our wants and your rights; 
1 1158 both what we feel and whit is due t you; 
=: - | the fecurity of dur labours, ant! the X 
| TR | . of Your nN 5 ths; 1 * 5 
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hazardous a+taſk muſt neceſſarily addreſs 
the people in a language to which they 
will liſten, and of courſe he muſt” foothe 
them, and even appear to approve their ex- 
ceſſes, in order the more ſurely to gain their 
confidence v. They muſt be treated like 
thoſe maniacs whom oppoſition always irri- | 
tates, and whoſe ideas one muſt pretend to 
adopt, to ſucceed the more eaſily in making 
them relinquiſn them. It is thus we muſt 
underſtand M. de Lay fpecch, to refrain 
from ſeverely cenfuring” him for ſaying that 


EF SK 


b.“ any part of the reſentment of tue people 2 
he BY was juft, that he admired. the glam of de- 
A fence adopted by the Pariſiauc, and the ore 


der of thetr Police. "Thoſe act of rebel- 
lion were crimes that could be really admired 
only by the villains capable of committing 
them, and certainly no man was farther re- 
moved from that claſs than M. de Lally. 
Theſe therefore were artful phraſes adapted 
to circumſtances: he feigned to approve 
and to admire the inſurrection, to be able the 
* erg PE cap TRE 
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inclined, to ſeize the occaſion to re-eſtabliſh 
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however, produced ſo lively an emotion in 
the crowd of hearers, that the ſpeaker was 
in danger of being ſtifled: by the embraces 
of all within reach: of him. - A crown of 
flowers was offered to him; which he mo- 
deftly refuſed, ſaying that the homage was 
due; to the National Aſſembly ;.but-in ſpit 


of his efforts to prevent it, it was placed 


upon his head. His audience were then de- 


ſirous of ſhowing him to the people aſſem- 


bled in the ſquare, and, notwithſtanding his 
reſiſtance, drew him to a window, where 


he received a teſtimony of the ſatis faction of 


all the ſpectators, by continued ſhouts of ap- 
plauſe. The ſpeech moſt ſucceſsful aſter 
M. de Lally's was that n Count de 


Clermont-Tonnerre. 


The neceſſity of a return to ſubordination 


juſtin, and peace, was ſo generally felt, that 
if the Aſſembly had known. how, or been 


public authority on its legitimate baſis, to 


reſtore | order, and to inveſt; the King again 


with the means of, maintaining it, nothing 
could have been eaſier: but the commiſ- 
ſion of the Deputies did not go ſo far, and 
doubtleſs they did not dare to exceed it. 


Their oorhes, _— full of eloquent in- 


vitations 
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vitations to union and tranquillity, pointed 
out no means for re-eſtabliſhing them, pro- 
poſed no plan, and left people the beſt in- 
clined till at a loſs what reſolution to take. 
This embarraſſment was relieved by a pro- 
poſal, luckily made by the Archbiſhop of 
Paris, to go and ſing the Te Deum at Notre- 

Dame; and the neceſſity for doing ſome- 
thing uncommon' cauſed it to be unanimouſij 
adopted. The Deputation walked to the 
church accompanied by the people; and after 
the Te Deum, M. de la Fayette, amidſt the 
firing of cannon, the beating of drums; and 
the ſound of military muſic, took the oath 
of faithfully: performing the duties of Gene- 

ral of the Parifian' Militia: | Such was the 
reſult, far more pious than uſeful} of this 

important deputation. Scarcely were they 

ſet out for Verſailles, when the Electors, tak- 

ing to themſelves the invitations to re- eſta- 
bliſh order, and con ſidering them as a ſolemn 
confirmation of the powers they had arro - 
gated, became intent upon the means of con- 
firming their uſurpation. As M. Bally's 
appointment to the office of. Mayor had 
placed at their head the firſt Preſident of the 
National Aſſembly, they thought they might 


N on an equality with the Repreſenta- 
* 1 | tives 
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tives of the Nation. This pretenſion, nidi.. 
culous as it was, flattered the vanity of the 
Parifians, and did not a little contribute to 
make thera approve all the. reſolutions and 
| meaſures taken by the Electors to organing 

and confirm their authority, - | 

In the account ae dy- the Die 
putation to the National Aſſembly, they do- 
clared that the cry at the Hotel- de -Ville, in 
the Place- de · Greue, and through the whole 
town, had been unanimous in requiring the 
recall of Mr. Necker, and the removal of 
the new Miniſters, - It was not in my 
« power,” ſaid M. de Lally, **to paſs over in 
* filence the wiſhes of the Capital, becauſe 
© my fellow - citizens conjured me to declare 
* them to you; and I but yield to the die- 
* tates of my conſcience, and perform my 
« duty, in laying before jon the orders of 
* my Conſtituents.” 

Count Mirabeau, ever faithful to the plan 
of the Montrouge Committee, had prepared 
a ſpeech for the occaſion, with the outline of- 
an addreſs, which he then read. It was a 
moſt violent Philippic againſt the new. Mi- 
nifters; but it went no farther than their 
diſmiſſion, without ſhowing the leaſt deſire 

that the diſgraced Miniſters ſhould be re- 


Wa 
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called. It was however highly applauded, 
and almoſt all the Members of the Aſſembly 
who ſpoke, allowed that it was unſeemly to 
alk for the recall of Mr. Necker, and were 
of opinion that the Repreſentatives of the 
Nation bad done enough in teſtifying their 
eſteem and regret for him. M. de Lally op- 

| poſed this opinion, which was given up, and 
it was then determined that a Deputation 
ſhoud be ſent to the King to xequeſt the re- 
moval of the new Miniſters, and the recall 
of Mr. Necker. 
While they were deliberating on the alte- 
rations to be made in the addreſs propoſed. 
by Mirabeau, the King ſent to inform the 
Aſſembly that the Baron de Breteual had re- 
fuſed to be in the adminiſtration, and that 
the other Miniſters had ſent in their reſigna - 
tion. On this it was inſtantly reſolved, 
that a Deputation ſhould be ſent to his 
Majeſty to exproſs the gratitude of the Aſ- 
ſembly: but before they ſet out, a Mem- 
ber of the Nobility ſaid, * That he was 
% authoriſed to declare, that the King, an, 

* being informed of the wiſhes of the Pari- 
* ſians, had reſolved to go and appeay 
among them in the Capital, and that he 
# deſired the Aſſembly to make this reſolu- 
$6 tion 
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tion known to his good city o, | Paris,” 
In conſequence of this, it was reſolved, that 
a Deputation ſhould inſtantly carry this gra. 
tifying news to the Capital; and that his 
Majeſty ſhould be entreated to allow a nu- 
merous Deputation of the National OAT Cay 


to attend him to Paris. 15 


That ſent to the Palace very 1 returned 1 
and made known that the King accepted the 
attendance of the Members offered by the 


Aſſembly; that Mr. Necker ſhould be re- 
called; that his Majeſty, to give the Repre- 
ſentatives of the Nation a freſh proof of his 
confidence, ſent them the letter which he 
had written to that Miniſter, and defired 
they would have it conveyed to him at 
Bruſſels, where he would pawns; & be {till 
overtaken. 

It was reſolved Pos the Preſident ſhould 
alſo write to Mr. Necker, to invite him in 
the name of the Aſſembly to haſten his re- 
tum. The letter “ was inſtantly written, 
and, with the King's, given to Dufreſne de 
St. Leon, a friend of Mr. Necker's, who 
immediately ſet out to overtake him at Bruſ- 
fels, Arg : Aﬀembly then POO to ap- 


8 See Appendix, No. 2. 
point 
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point a hundred Deputies to accompany the 
King to Paris, of which honour they were 
all ambitious. Louis XVI. yielding them 
every thing, giving up all to them, became 
in their eyes the paragon of Kings. They 
were not ſatisfied with comparing him to 
Louis XII. and Henry IV.—Rabaud de St. 
Etienne, a Deputy and Journaliſt, placed 
him in his een r with Charle- 
MESS: 

While the Aſſembly gave Senses up 
to the joy of ſeeing every thing ſucceed ac- 
cording to their wiſhes, the Palace was in 
the deepeſt conſternation, I went thither 
that morning at eleven o'clock, without 
knowing what had paſſed, and was frozen 
with apprehenſion at the ſolitude and filence 
that reigned. I anxiouſly aſked the perſon 
in waiting, whom I found alone in the anti- 
chamber, if the King were within? Ves, 
Sir,“ he replied, ** I believe he is ſtill 
* within.” —** Why i? Is he going 
« out 2? —* I don't know, Sir, but it has 
not a good look.“ Has any thing new 
then occurred fince yeſterday, do you 
*« know?” * No, Sir, but many things are 
„ ſaid.—. Are any of the Miniſters with 
** the King ?” 6s: Miniſters | he has no 


LS... _ 
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longer any: nobody has beon here but 
« M. D'Ogny*, who ſaw the King this 
„ morning.” I haſtened to M. DO. 
with whom I was intimately connected, and 
from him I learned the diſmiſſion of the 
Miniſters, their departure, that of the Count 
d Artots, the Ducheſs de Foliguac 1. and 


many others. 
The joy of the Pariſians Aim 


with uneaſineſs and the moſt abſurd e 


. Comptroller of the Poſts. | 2 2 


t The Duchels of Polignac has been the objec o of the 
moſt atrocious calumnies, becauſe ſhe continued faithful 
to the Queen, whom her enemies were anxious to ren- 
der odious in the ſight of the People by every kind of 
means; and that of defaming her beſt friends was 

- doubtleſs one of the ſureſt. Madame de Polignac never 
would have left their Majeſties, had not the King, whoſe 
eſteem, confidence, and affection for her were very high, 1 
inſiſted on her quitting the Kingdom about the 16th of 
July. He dreaded her being involved in the dangers 
with which he was ſyrcqunded. The intereſt and 
affectionate friendſhip which the virtuous Louis XV1, 
preſerved to the end of his life for the Ducheſs of Poli- 
gnac, would have fully cleared her from all the odious 
imputations which flander had dared to caſt upon her; 
but ſhe was not able to ſurvive the horrible deſtiny of 
her auguſt benefactors. Death has torn. her from her 
friends, and that is to ſay, from all who knew her.—. 
I had not that honour, and therefore what J have faid is 
much leſs an apology for her, than reſpect paid to Truth. 
: cions 7 
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cions: they fully confided in the intentions 
and promiſes of the King; but the troops, of 
whoſe removal they had been told, were ſill 
in the environs -of Paris, and they took it 
into their heads that the Miniſters had de- 
hyed their departure only to employ them 
apainſt the Capital. In vain were they 
ſhown the impoſſibility of thirty thouſand 
meh marching at once, and before the ne- 
ceſſary meaſures had been taken to ſecure 
their ſubſiſtence on the different roads: fear 
is not to be conquered by teafon, and fear 
was their conſtant predominant ſenſation. 
It was kept up by the diſorder ſtill prevail- 
ing among the patrols, whoſe number, con- 


fuſion; and precipitate movements, gave a 


ſanction to the moſt alarming impoſtures: be. 
| ſides, Tome falſe patrols were from time to 

time taken up; compoſed of thoſe ruffians who 
infeſt all great towns, and who conſtantly 
bave pillage in view: Theſe were difarmed 
and carried to the Hotel- de- Felle; the Peo- 
ple fectited attd barricaded their houſes ſtill 
more than che preceding days; the alarm- 
bell 'in6effantly called to _ w_ citizens 
who hid been able tö and theß 
were een runming to their Diner and to 
the Hotel. de- Ville, a8 Ager as if the fiege 
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or blockade they ſuppoſed intended by the 


Miniſters had been already begun. 11 
The Electors having in vain tried every 
means to allay this fermentation, imagined 
that the preſence. of ſome. Members of the 
National Aſſembly might have that effect, 
and deſpatched a Deputation to beſeech them 


to ſend a certain number as ſoon as poſſible. | 
This Deputation was gone when they learned 
that the King had cauſed the Aſſembly to 


be informed of the retreat of the new Mi- 
niſters, of the recall of Mr, Necker, and of 
his Majeſty's intention to come to Paris the 


next day. But as this news was not officially 


announced, they were leſs diſpoſed to be- 


lieve it than to conſider it as a ſnare laid by 2 
ſome Miniſter in the conſpiracy, to lull the 


vigilance of the Parifians. In conſequence, 
all the poſts were re-enforced, and the ſtreets 


lighted up more than EVE: „ e na 


The Deputation commiſſioned by the, Al- 
ſembly to go and inform the Capital: ↄf the 
King's intentions, did not arrive at the Hotel- 
de- Li lle till two.o'clock ; when. the. news, was 


immediately ſpread through all the Diſtricts, 


and. before ſeven in the morning more than 


a hundred thouſand men were under arms to 
80 and meet his ie. * 28 \\ Iod = 5. 205 
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On Friday the 17th of July the King left 
Verſailles, at nine o'clock in the morning, 
with a guard compoſed. ſolely. of the Bour- 
geois Militia of Verſailles. The National 
Aſſembly met the King on his way before 
the Hall, and the Deputation appointed. to 
attend him fell into his train. A much 


greater number of the Members of the Al. 


ſembly, conſulting only their, zeal and loy- 
alty, joined. the retinue, and a little allayed 
the lively apprehenſions felt by the Queen 
and the Royal Family: apprehenſions doubt- 
leſs very natural. Could one without ſhud- 
dering think of the dangers the King ran, 
in being led, by his confidence and the love 
of his people, into the midſt of a mad mul- 
titude ſtained with ſo. many crimes, already 
habituated to blood, and whoſe very joy was 
ſo ferotious ?—A. bribed ' villain, a fanatic 
fellow, a ſingle moment, might have proved 
fatal —Alas |. the deſtiny of Louis retarded 
that moment but to render it more exe 
crable! 

The Paris Militia, who were matting; 5 
ha King at Seves, relieved that of Verſailles, 
who. en continued to er . 
en, 1 cb sc 280 8772 


The 


The Horſe Guards led the way, and were 
followed by the French Guards, with the 
cannon and colours of the Baſtille at theit 
head, The Members of the Aſſembly, filing 
off in 
went next ; and, after thety, the infantry of 
the Bourgeeis Militia, A conſiderable de- 


| tachment of Volunteer Cavalry preceded 
M. de In Fayette, who, as Commandet, was | 


on horſeback with his ſword drawn in the 
midſt of the tram. The Paris guard, the 


muſe of the City Guards, the fiſhwormen | 


clothed in white; ornamented with  ti#bons 


of the colours of the National cockade, and 


carrying in their hands flowers anal branches 


of laurel, made up the part of the proceſ. 
ſion immediately defore the King's coach, _ 
in which were the Dukes de Villiger and 


de Villeroi, Marſhal Beauveau, und Odum 
d Eſtaing. The carriage was Iurroummded 
by ſome hundreds of Swiſs in common 
clothes, without nds; and corifounged _ 
the crowd, 


The King was reeeived at kk: ae 5 | 
1s Qinferonct: by the Municipal Body, M. 


Bailly, as Mayor, executing the offies of 


Prevdt des M archands, * the keys of 
the 


pairs and forming a double/cohimn, 


Jr 
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the town to his Majeſty in a filver baſon, 
and addreſſed Rinn in ths ee We, 


" Sire! 1 Wing your Majeſty the hook of 
« your good City of Paris: they are the | | 
« ſame that were preſented to Henry IV. | 
He had conquered his People; at preſent 
« it is the People who * nen their 4 
© King. . | Eg 
% Your Majeſty c comes to enjoy the peace 
** which you have eſtabliſhed in your Capi- 
tal, and to enjoy the love of your faithful | 
fſubjects. It is for their happineſs that 4 
« your Majeſty has aſſembled the Repre- 
ſentatives of the Nation, and that with 
« them you are going to undertake to lay 
the baſis of liberty and public proſperity. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


„ What a memorable day was that, when 
« your Majeſty went to ſit in perſon in the 
* midſt of this united family, and were eſ- 
corted back to your palace by the whole 
National Aſſembly, guarded by the Re- 
i preſentatives of the Nation, and ſurround- 
ed by an immenſe: body of people! Your | 
i* Majeſty's countenance beamed with ſen- ll 
e ſibility and happineſs, whilſt around you 
e nothing was heard but acclamations of 
joy, nothing ſeen but tears of tenderneſs 
Vol. I. Aa © and 


, 
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% and love. Sire | neither your People nor 
* your Majeſty will ever forget that great 


day, the moſt glorious of the Monarchy, 


© the æra of an auguſt and eternal alliance 


between the Monarch and the People. 


This circumſtance is unparalleled, and 
+ immortalizes your Majeſty. To that glo- 
„ rious.day I was witneſs ; and as if every 
% happineſs were meant for me, the firſt 
« duty of the office to which I have been 
called by the ſuffrages of my fellow-citi- 
«© Zens, is to preſent you with the expreſ- 
* ſjon of their reſpect and of their love.“ 


Having liſtened to this ſpeech, the | King 
continued his way to the Hotel- de. Ville, 
through a lane of treble ranks of armed peo- 


ple roaring out Vive la Nation, and perpe- 


tually mixing with thoſe ſenſeleſs acclama- 
tions the brutal cry, which cannot be re- 
peated without horror, of Do not call Vive 
le Roi. Such was the firſt homage which 
the good Pariſians, the good City of Paris, 


offered to Louis XVI. in return for his good- 


neſs, his confidence, and all his ſacrifices: 
ſuch were the expreſſions of their reſpect 
and love, ſuch the noble manner in which 


tis People who had conquered their King 


I ; made 
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made uſe of their victory! A great number 
of the Gardes-du-Corps, haying no other 
arms than their ſwords, then catne up, and 
requeſted permiſſion to attend the King, but 
were not allowed, and were ſtopped at the 
barrier. 

The fadneſs which this diſguſting recep- 
tion ſtruck to the heart of the unfortunate 
Monarch, appeared on his face in ſo affecting 
a manner, that it was impoſſible to look at 
him without feeling it, The number of 
thoſe who turned away their heads to hide 


their tears, was greater by thouſands than 


that of the villains whoſe ſavage cries 


compelled their filence. Fortunately it was 
net long before the King perceived this, and 


remarked it to Marſhal Beauveau : ** Thoſe 
„% who are ſilent,” ſaid he with emotion, 
are the real Pariſians ; and all thoſe noiſy 
« fellows are only ruffians who do not be- 
long to the town: I am ſure of it.” The 
Duke de Briſſac, from whom I had this anec- 


dote, related it to me in 1792, when I was ex- 


preſſing to him my uneaſineſs on account of 
the mobs that were conſtantly gathered in the 


Thuileries, under the windows of the palace, 


abuſing the King and Queen in the groſſeſt 
manner. Alas! their Majeſties believed, 
Aa 2 even 


4 
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even at that period, that they might e 


* the loyalty of the Pariſianss. 
When the King arrived at the Champs Ek. 
fees, three or four guns were fired at once. 
It was never known whence they proceed: 
ed; but it is certain that an unfortunate 
woman in the crowd, who was in the direc. 
tion of his Majeſty's carriage, was ſhot at 
the time, and fell dead on the ſpot. © All the 
Journals confirmed this fact; ſome conſider. 
ing it as an artifice practiſed by the enemies 
of public order, to excite tumult and furniſh 
grounds for ſome adventure ; others aſcrib- 
ing-it to the unſkilfulneſs and inexperience 
of ſuch a number of men who never handled 


fire-arms before . Far from admitting this 
laſt conjecture, I cannot but think, on the 


contrary, that they only who had ordered 
and paid for thoſe four ſhots, fired at once 
in the direction of the King's carriage which 


held four perſons, could ſee any  awkward- 


neſs in the circumſtance. 
Near the Pont-neuf the King obſerved 


cannon, in the mouths and touch-holes of 
"_—_ were args e and tickets with 


Moniteur, No. 27. from the 28th to hs 570 of 
July 1789, under the head of Paris. 


theſe 


SS + = _— _ ] = 


ing of the 17th of July. 
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theſe words: Your preſence has diſarmed 
us,—At the fight of you, flowers grow on 
the death-winged thunderbolts,- with which 
your enemies and ours have rand us to 
arm our ſelves. 

It was twenty minutes paſt fur 0 lock 
when the King arrived at the Place-de- 


Greve, and alighted at that flight of ſteps 
which a few days before had been ſtained - 


with blood by the perpetration of ſo many 
murders. 'Thouſands of -pikes and naked 
ſwords were at the ſame inſtant croſſed over 


-his auguſt head, and under this vault of 


ſteel his Majeſty was conducted to the 


great hall of the Hotel-de-Ville, where a 


throne was Prepared for him. 

*The cries of Vive le Roi, with Which 
the Hall reſounded till his Majeſty was on 
the throne, had a character of happineſs and 
ſenſibility that no words can expreſs. M. 
Bailly offered the King a cockade ſimilar to 
that which the Citizens bad e His 


* As 1 was not + ed at this ceremony, 1 nr 1 | 
could ngt do better than report the account given on the 
very day to the National Aſſembly by one of the Depu- 
ties, - Salle de Choux, who attended the King to Paris, 
See his Report in the Minute of the. * in the even- 


A a „ 5 Majeſty 
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Majeſty received it, and kept- it conſtantly 


in his hat. The feelings excited in his 
mind were manifeſt on his countenance and 
in all his actions, in ſuch a manner as to in- 
ereaſe the emotions of all preſent. 

When at length the tumult was calmed 


wa ſilence obtained, M. Moreau de St. Mery, 


Preſident of the Aſſembly of Electors, ad- 
dreſſed the King in a ſpeech, wherein he 

obſerved to his Majeſty, that the People who 
broke out into ſuch real and general rap- 
tures could little deſerve to have their inten- 
tions towards their King calumniated. * Sire,” 


ſaid he, © you have now only to repeat to 


yourſelf this great and affecting truth: The 
thrones of Kings are never more ſolid than 
. when founded on the love and fidelity of 
their people, —By this title yours will be 
unſhaken.?* _ 
Ethys de Corny, as „ the King's 8 Salicitor 
for the City, then roſe and propoſed, that in 
order to conſecrate the æra of this great day, 
a monument be erected to Louis XVI. Hie 
Reftorer of Liberty. 

The King wiſhed to ſpeak ; ; "bu being 
prevented by the exceſs of his emotions, M. 


Bailly went up to his Majeſty, and, after 


ecaiving his orders, ſaid, That the King was 
8 . cofne 


. * — a. — 1 
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come to calm the uneaſineſs which might 
ill ſubſiſt reſpecting the intentions he had 
made known to the Nation, and to enjoy the 
fight and love of his People: that his Ma- 
jeſty deſired that peace and ' tranquillity 
ſhould be re-eſtabliſhed in the Capital, that 
the uſual order ſhould be reſumed, and that, 
if any breach of the laws took place, the 
- guilty ſhould be delivered up to juſtice, 

M. Bailly having then declared that his 
Majeſty permitted any one to ſpeak, M. de 
Lally Tolendal roſe and ſpoke as follows : 


Now, Citizens, now are you ſatisfied ? 
* Behold the King for whom you loudly 
called, and whoſe name alone excited your 
* raptures, when two days ago we mention- 
ed it in the midſt of you Enjoy his pre- 
© ſence and his favours. Behold him who 
* has reſtored your National Aſſemblies, and 
* who wiſhes to perpetuate them! Behold 
© him who has undertaken to eſtabliſh Li- 
berty and Property upon unmoveable foun. 
dations! Behold him who has offered 
you, if 1 may ſo ſay, a participation of 
his authority, reſerving to himſelf only 
* that which is neceſſary for your happineſs, 
Aa 4 | that 


316 ANNALS OF THE [Jorx 138g, Ju 


© that which ought ever to belong to him. 2 
and that which you yourſelves ought to 


conjure him never to loſe Let him at N 
length be comforted; let his noble and ö 
* pure heart carry hence that peace: of which ; 
he is ſo worthy ;' and ſince, ſurpaſſing the : 


virtue of his predeceſſors, he has thought 
proper to place his power and greatneſs in 
* our love, to be obeyed only through love, 


to be guarded only by love, let us not be ; 
either leſs ſenſible or leſs generous than our g 
King; and let us prove to him, that even i 


* his power and his greatneſs have gained 
a thouſand tines more then: in; they 1 8 ſa- 
0 crificed, 1 mn 
And you, Sire, 1 a a ſubject, as 
though neither more faithful nor more de- 
1 * voted than all around you, is as much fo : 
as any one under your command ; permit n 
him, Sire, to raiſe his vaice towards you, f 
and to ſay, Behold the People who idolize 5 
ä b 
h 


you, the People whom the very ſight of 
* you. intoxicates, and whoſe ſentiments to- 


| + wards your ſacred perſon can never admit ; 
| of a doubt! Look, Sire, and comfort a 
vyourſelf by looking at all the citizens; of t 
; 4; FOR Capital! Obſerve their eyes, hear 


$ 
q | Ys their 
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their voices, penetrate their hearts, which 
fly to meet you. There is not a man here 
who is not ready to ſhed the laſt drop of 
his blood for you and for your lawful 
authority“. No, Sire, the preſent race of 
Frenchmen is not ſo unfortunate as to 
have it reſerved for them to belie fourteen 
« centuries of loyalty. We would all pe- 
« riſh if it were neceſſary in defending a 
Throne, which is as ſacred to us as to 
yourſelf and the auguſt Family whom 
« we placed upon it eight hundred years 
ago. Be aſſured, Sire, be aſſured, that we 
© haye never cauſed your heart to feel a 
painful ſenſation which has not rent our 

| F x | * own; 


e all ſwear it, was heard from every part of the 


Hall. A celebrated writer has ſaid; and many perſons 


have repeated after him, that this Speech, perhaps the 
moſt eloquent ever made by M. de Lally, was a long and 
pathetic paraphraſe of the Ecce homo. It would have 
been more accurate to have ſaid, that the words, Be- 
bold the King!“ were nearly a literal tranſlation; but nei- 
ther would this obſervation have been applicable, as there 
is no phraſe the ſenſe of which might not be entirely 
altered by mutilating it; and as it is not for four words 
taken from a ſpeech of two pages long, that we can 
either criticiſe or applaud it. One thing is certain; 
chat I have heard ſeveral perſons, who were pre- 

7 ſent 
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own; that in the midſt of the public ca. 


© Jamities we deem it a heavy one to afflid 


« you even by a complaint, by which we 


x 

mean to inf to implore, but never to 
+* accuſe you. Now, at length, all griefs 
© will vaniſh, all troubleg ceaſe: a ſingle 


word from your lips has tranquilliſed all. 


Our virtuous King has recalled his vir- 


* tuous Counfellors. Periſh the public ene. 
mies, who would again create diſſenſion 
between the Nation and their Chief 
King! Subjects! Citizens! let us join our 


hearts, our wiſhes, our efforts; and let us 


diſplay to the eyes of the whole world 
the fight of one of its fineſt Nations, free, 
© happy, and triumphant, under a King juſt, 
beloved and revered, no lon ger indebted 
* to force for any thing, but, owing all to 
his virtues and his love. 


This Speech was interrupted at every 


paſſage expreſſive of the diſpoſition of 
the people towards the King, by the accla- 


ſent at the time at the Hotel- de-Ville, ſpeak with rap- 
ture of the lively and affecting emotion which was pro- 
duced by M. de Lally throughout the Aſſembly in favour 
of the King. Pilates ſpeech was not attended with the 
fame effect among the Jews. 
| mations 
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mations of the whole Aſſembly. The King, 
more and more affected, could ſcarcely arti- 
culate theſe words:. My People may e 
depend upon my love. 

His Majeſty then confirmed the appoint- 

ment of M.- Bailly to the Mayoralty, and 
of M. de la Fuyette to the rank of Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the Pariſian Militia. 
This ceremony being over, the King 

ſhowed himſelf at one of the balconies of 
the Hotel-de-Ville to gratify the wiſhes and 
extreme impatience of the immenſe crowd 
of people gathered in the Place-de-Greve, 
at all the windows, and even upon the roofs 
of the houſes. The general cry of Vive le 
Rot then reſounded from every quarter, and 
rapture was at its height, when the cockade 
of inſurrection was perceived in his Majeſ- 
ty's hat. Whether it were conſidered as a 
token of approbation, or of pardon for all 
the crimes with which it was ſtained, the 
ſhouts of Vive le Roz were redoubled with 
ſtill more violence; and the beating of the 
drums, and firing of the cannon, mixing 
with the aeclamations, ſoon extended through 
the whole town the joy which broke out 
in ſo thundering a manner at the Place-de- 
Greve, | 
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His Majeſty's return preſented a very. dif. 


ferent fight from that of his entering. Some 


of the Pariſians, intoxicated with gratitude 
and love, were not ſatisfied with  ſurround- 
ing the King's carriage; they got up. in 
crawds behind, on the box, on the foots 
board, and even on the roof, Some ſhouts 
of Long live the Nation and Liberty were 


again heard; but thoſe of Long live our 


King, our Friend, our Father, were 3 
thouſand times more frequent, The armed 
citizens clubbed their fire-locks in token of 
peace; the King ſmiled benignly at their 
tranſports, and with his own hand reverſed 
the muſket of a man who ſtood in'the firſt 
line, and whoſe eyes were ſo intent upon the 
carriage, that he had taken no notice of the 
manner in which his comrades held their 
arms. This action of his Majeſty's was fol- 


lowed by loud ſhouts of en from the | 


- multitude. 

At the barrier che King met che retinue 
that had attended him to Paris, and, entering 
Seves, ſaw his Gardes-du-Corps running 
down the hill, where they had been wait- 
ing his return, and where they reſumed 
their uſual attendance on his perſon. Seve- 
ral of them rode on before to announce che 
Kin gs 
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King's arriedd:to/ the Royal F amily, who 
from the length of his Majeſty's abſence 
had experienced the moſt dreadful anxiety. 
The Queen particularly was in a ſtate: of 
grief and deſpair, of which it would be as 
difficult to deſcribe the anguiſh as to paint 
the tranſports of joy which ſucceeded it 
when her Majeſty heard the King's carriage 
drive into the Cour-Royale. She ran to meet 
him with the Dauphin in her arms, and 
threw herſelf breathleſs and almoſt lifeleſs 
into thoſe of her auguſt conſort, who was 
not leſs moved. The ſcene that followed 
was perhaps ſtill more affecting. What 
picture could be more intereſting to ſenſible 
minds than that of the delightful moment 
in which Louis XVI, reſtored to his diſcon-' 
folate family, and ſurrounded by the objects 
deareſt to him, reſigned one of his hands 
to the careſſes of his children, and with the 
other wiped away the tears from the cheeks 
of the Queen and Madame Elizabeth “, 


The immortal name of this unfortunate Princeſs 

will ever awaken the remembrance of all the angelic 
virtues that were treaſured in her heart, and perpetuate 
horror at the thoughts of thoſe monſters who were ſo 
ferocious as to ſhed her pure blood, | 
while 
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while he aſſuaged their bitterneſs by min- 
gling his own with them. His anſwers to 
their queſtions, and the details he related to 
them of his Journey, at length reſtored to 
their agitated minds joy, _ e and 


hope. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Violent Inſurrections at Porfſy and St. 
Germain — Dangers and Humiltations 
experienced by ſome Members of the A. 
ſembly ſent to calm the People—The A, 
ſembly ſave tuo Huſſars whom the Popu- 
lace of Verſailles were going to hang— 
Inſurretions in ſeveral Proumces—Mo- 

tion for a Proclamation, by M. de Lally, 
oppoſed by Robeſpierre M. de la Fayette 
removes the Apprehenfions of the Afſem- 
bly reſpecting the State of the Capital 

M. Foulon and M. Berthier ſtopped by 

the People, and led away to the Hotel- de- 
Ville Crimes of which they were accuſed 
— They are killed, and their Bodies torn 
to Pieces by the People—The Son of M. 
Berthier ſolicits the an of the 


Aſenbly 
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A ſſembly in favour of his Father in vain 


an 

—Horrible expreſſion of the Deputy Bar. its 
nave's—Charafer of M. Foulon, and of its 
NM. Berthier. lit 
TRE people in e may to 
be made to go to any length, provided they of 
are, or think that they are, led in the ſenſe ab 
they annex to the idea, or rather to the th 
word, which turns their brain; for there is pl 
no popular-commotion, no inſurrection, of ri 
which ſome word miſunderſtood is not the tu 
principle, and the rallying ſhout. ' Liberty U 
has been that of the French Revolution. p 
The people, who worſhipped this word fa 
without. knowing the real meaning of it, ce 
and who abhorred the word . Deſpoti/m la 
with as little knowledge of its ſignification, to 
took up arms, and Toſe in a maſs *, to plant pe 
every where trees crowned with the cap of th 
Liberty. They thought they ſhould gain re 
Liberty by rallying round tri-coloured ſtand- li 
ards on which that word was worked in Vi 
large characters; yet they have hitherto * 
ſtruggled only to favour and conſolidate the n 
eſtabliſhment of a moſt atrocious tyranny, ir 
fa "© + 4 


|  ® This is a Revolutionary expreſſion, _ 
and 
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and all thoſe: trees of Liberty, ſtill bearing 
its emblems, do but atteſt the impoſture of 
its pretended apoſtles, and the __ cdu- 
lity of their proſelytes. 

What happineſs would France * owed 
to the National Aſſembly, if at the epocha 
of the 16th and 17th of July, inſtead of 
abuſing the eee of Louis XVI, and 
the enthuſiaſm of the Pariſians, by com- 
pleting. the annihilation of the Royal autho- 
rity, that Aſſembly had had the wiſdom to 
turn both to the advantage of real Liberty! 
Why did they not teach the people, that that 
political liberty of which ſo much was 
ſaid to them, conſiſted eſſentially in the ne- 
ceſſity of the conſent of the Nation to the 
laws by which they were to be governed, 
to the taxes they were to pay, and in the 
perſonal reſponſibility of all the Agents of 
the Government; that that liberty, more 
real, more extenſive, under a Monarchy ſo 
limited than under any other form of Go 
vernment, had no greater enemies than li- 
| centiouſnefs and anarchy > Why did they 
| not eſtabliſh theſe facts and theſe principles 
in their Proclamations, in their Addreſſes, 
and in the Speeches of their orators? The 
reaſon js plain: The immediate conſequence 

Vol I. B b muſt 
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muſt have been the reſtoring to the King 
the authority and power neceſſary for him 


to eſtabliſh order, and ſecure the execution 
of the laws ; and that authority, that power, 
was preciſely what the Aſſembly, or the 
factions that ruled jt, meant completely to 


uſurp. Accordingly, they haſtened to call 
back, to what they termed the ſenſe of tie 


Revolution, the efferveſcence. of Royaliſm 
which agitated the capital, and which would 


very ſoon have broken out all over the king- 


dom, where the enormities daily committed 
by pretended patriots had already inſpired 
regret for the good old times when the Ma- 


rechauſſee prevented ſach exceſſes v. But 
that tutelary force was ſoon to be diſbanded, 


either becauſe it was under the King, or be- 
cauſe it was the perpetual enemy of the bri- 


gands, who, being every where the neceſ- 
" inſtruments or hired n abc the Re- 


»The OY ſo uſeful and ſo little expenſith, 
for the whole body conſiſted, at the very utmoſt of 4000 


men) ſufficed to maintainorder and tranquillity through- 


out France. They were ſucceeded by three millions of 


National Guards; but ſo little have they ſupplied their 


place, that this Revolutionary Militia have been ſeen 
joining the brigands, and abetting crimes which way 


LY 
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| tloſe, however, of this very Sitting, the 
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yolution,' could not fail to have powerful | 


protectors in the Aſſembly. - The indulgence * 


and protection which were granted to all 
crimes, were cloaked under the maſk of pa- 
triotiſm and of popularity: but Hiſtory will 
tear this deceitful maſk from all thoſe who 


have borrowed it, and will n ex- 


poſe their ſhame, 

In the preceding chapters. we hn ſeen 
the annihilation of the Royal authority ef- 
fected ſtep by ſtep. A very important 
epocha in the Hiſtory of the Revolution now 
opens; that in which the National Aſſembly = 
break at once all the ſprings of the Govern- 
ment, and ſpread y — diſorder 5 5 
deſtruction. 

The Deputation chat had ei Fi 
King to Paris, went on their return to the 


Aſſembly, who were till fitting, and gave 


an account of all that had paſſed at the Ho- 
tel de- Ville, and on the road. The report 
was often interrupted by acclamations and. 


the moſt rapturous applauſes, Before the 


Mayor of Porfſy, being admitted to the bar, 
informed. the Aferably of ſeveral crimes 
committed by: armed-men, in the towns of 
Poiſſy and St, Germain, under pretence of 

'Bb2 ſup- 
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ſuppoſed monopolies, of which a rich farmer 


in the neighbourhood, of the name of Tho- 


ma ſſin, was accuſed ; but upon its being ob- 


ſerved, that this was an object to which 
the Legiſlative Power did not extend, that 
there was an Executive Power and Criminal 
Courts appointed to maintain public tran- 
quillity, the demand of the Mayor of Porfy, 


praying that the National Aſſembly would 


fuppreſs the diſorders of which he com- 
plained, was not acceded to. This reſpect 
paid to the King's authority might have 

given an idea that it was ftill exiſting; but 
the Aſſembly did not long allow this error 


to remain, The very next day, at the open- | 


ing of the Sitting, the debate on the com- 
- motions of Poiſſy was reſumed. Thomafſin's 
life was declared to be in the-moſt immi- 
nent danger; and it was faid that the bour- 
geois militia were going to hang him. It 
was then moved, not to have recourſe to the 
King's authority, but to ſend a Deputation 
to Poiſſy to procure a pardon for the unfor- 


tunate Thomaſfſin. This motion was adopt- 


ed, and twelve members of the Aſſembly 
being named for a Deputation, immediately 
ſet off for Poiſſy and St. Germain. 
At the ſame time the Deputies of Dau- 


phine 
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phinẽ informed the Aſſembly of a general 
inſurrection which the news of Mr. Necker's 
diſmiſſion had excited in their province. 
« All the inhabitants,” ſaid they, are 


taking up arms to defend their liberty and 


that of their Repreſentatives.” A member 


of the Nobility coming in at that moment 


interrupted the narrative of theſe gentlemen, 
to ſay that the bourgeois militia of Verſailles 
had juſt ſeized two huffars at the door of 


the Hall, who were ſuſpected of being ſpies, 


or pf having ſome ill deſigns, and that they 
were talking of hanging them. On hear- 


the curioſity, .as they were paſſing, to ſee a 


Sitting of the Repreſentatives of the Nation, 


Fortunately, the mob agreed to deliver them 


up to the Deputies, who conducted them 


into one of the Halls, where they remained 
till they could leave it without danger. 
Theſe acts of violence, committed almoſt 


under the eyes of the King and of the Na- 


tional Aſſembly, muſt naturally have created 


apprehenſions of their ſoon becoming more 


frequent and more ſerious, at a diſtance far- 
ther removed from means of . uppreſſion. 


B bg On 


ing this, ſeveral Deputies ruſhed towards the 
door, and ran to the aſſiſtance of the poor 
huſſars, whoſe only crime was having had 
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On theſe grounds ſeveral Deputies propoſed 
that the Aſſembly fhould proceed, before 
they attended to any thing elſe, to conſider 
of the propereſt meaſures tore-eſtabliſh and 
maintain public tranquillity. © Some were 
for employing the Marechauſſee for chat 
| purpoſe; others thought the aſſiſtance of the 
troops abſolutely neceſſary, and that they 
ought to be diſtributed in the towns and 
country places. Theſe motions experienced 
the ſtrongeſt oppoſition. _** To recall the | 
20 troops now, ſaid: Votney the Deputy, 
js to recall alarm; we ought to employ 
our own forces, and intereſt the a in 
their preſervation,” 

The inſtitution of bourgeois miith ex- 
tended to every Municipality, and, under 
their direction, was conſidered by the majo- 
rity of the Aſſembly as the propereſt means 
to prevent all exceſſes, This was ſeeking a 
remedy for the evil in the chief cauſe of i. 
It is not the only miſtake of this kind that 
the Aſſembly have made, and not always 
blindly. ' However, they debated for ſome 
time on theſe different motions, without 
_ adopting any of them; nor was the fubject 
even” mentioned. in the following Sitting, 
which was almoſt entirely ſpent in reading 
Addreſſes 
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Addreſſes of attachment, admiration, re- 
ſpect, and gratitude, from the different 
towns and communes *, and in attending to 


* Theſe Addreſſes, drawn up at Verſailles by the Breton 


Club, were ſent to truſty agents in all the provinces, 


with directions to return them with as many ſignatures 
as they could procure; but great care was taken to con- 
ceal all the Counter-Addreſſes. They were collected by 
the Viſcount de Mirabeau, who was at that time Secre- 
tary to the Aſſembly, and who continued in that office 


ſix weeks, He intended to have publiſhed a comparative 


' ſtatement of the Addreſſes, and ta have proved, by an 
exact calculation of the ſignatures, that the number of 


thoſe who were diſcontented, and complained of the 
Aſſembly, was much greater than that of their ſup- 
porters. But the public bickerings which the Viſcount 
de Mirabeay had with ſome of the leading men among 
the factious, ang his bitter ſarcaſms againſt the Revolu- 
tion and its authors, expoſing him every day to the dan- 
ger of. having his Looſe plunlerd by the populace, he 
depoſited all his papers, and among them the collection 
of thoſe Addreſſes, in the hands of the Preſident de Fron- 
deville ; who made an eſtimate of them himſelf, which 
he compared with the ſtatement that the Viſcount de 


Mirabeau had cauſed to be made, at a great expence, by 


a clerk of the Archives, of all the ſignatures to the Ad- 
dreſſes which were read to the Aſſembly; and M. de 
Frondeville has aſſured me, that at that period the num- 
ber of the complainants amounted to a fifth more than 
that of the ſupporters of the Aſſembly, By the time 
this buſineſs was completed, the rapid progreſs of the 


Revolution rendered it uſeleſs, and n the 92 85 
cation of it. . 


B b4 the 
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the report of the Deputation ſent to Poiſſy. 
Thoma ſſon was faved, that is to fay, by be. 
ing ſent to priſon, for priſons had already 
become the only aſylums left to. innocence 
' againſt the fury of Liberty. It was not 
without trouble and dangef that the Deputa. 
tion obtained for that honeſt farmer the ſignal 
' favour of being tried before he was hanged, 
be had been dragged from his priſon, in 
ſpite of the pathetic exhortations of the Bi- 
ſhop of Chartres, who was the Speaker of 
the Deputation ; and the crowd were only 
waiting for a confeſſor and the gallows, 
which had been ſent for. In that interval 
Thomaſſin, the Biſhop of Chartres, and his 
colleagues, threw themſelves on their knees 
in the midſt of thoſe furies, and at length 
obtained conſent, by dint of ſupplications and 
tears, that he ſhould be delivered over to 
Juſtice, The mob allowed him to depart 
with the Deputies, whom at the ſame time 
they threatened to hang, if he were ſpared. 
It was feared at firſt, that the people would 
fire into the Biſhop of Chartres's carriage, in 
which Thomaſfun was. Some of the inha- 
bitants of Poiſſy accompanied the Deputa- 
tion, and conducted them by croſs-roads, 
in order to avojd St. Germain. On their 
| ; JT; way 


* 
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way they mot ſeveral mobs of women who | 
would have ſtoned them to death, and from 
whom they could not have eſcaped had they 
not been guarded, At length, after. a very 
flow, painful, and alarming journey, they 
arrived at Verſailles, and ncged Nee 9 
in prifon. 5 
The Aſſembly, on 8 theſe facts re- 
lated, laviſhed the higheſt praiſes on the 
courage, the wiſdom, and the patriotiſm of 
the Deputation, and particularly on the con- 
duct of the Biſhop of Chartres; a motion 
was made, and unanimouſly paſſed, to decree 
him a civic crown.” No doubt he had ſaved 
Thomaſin's life; but at what price? By ſub- 
jecting the National Kepreſentation to the 
moſt ſhameful humiliation, by proſtrating 
it at the feet of à vile rabble, which fifty 
dragoons or a few diviſions of the Mare- 
chauſſẽe would have put to flight, had the 
King ſtill retained his authority. But that 
was overturned, and in its fall had precipi- 
tated into the hands of the populace ; for 
ſuch, in the revolution of Empires, is ever 
the firſt effect of diſplacing the-. ſupreme 
power, which muſt have force, and force is 
found in number. 80 a rock torn by fome 


: vue concuſſion from the ſummit of a 
lofty 
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loſey mountain fall with rapidity, nor ſtops 
| till it can fall no lower. 

In the Sitting of the 20th of July M. 4 
Lally gave notice of new inſurrections in 
Normandy, Burgundy, and at Pontoiſe ; and 

he moved that a Proclamation be iſſued, in 
which © all Frenchmen ſhould be invited to 
peace, to the love of order, to reſpect for 
«© the laws, to fidelity to the King, and to 
an entire confidence in the perfect — 
« mony which ſubſiſted between the Head 
and the Repreſentatives of the Nation.” 
This Proclamation was to authorize the Mu- 
nicipalities to raiſe bourgeois militia, and to 
recommend it to them to admit only ſuch 
citizens as were incapable of acting preju- 
dicially to the Country, and capable of de- 
fending it. It was further to declare, that 
every man ſuſpected, accuſed, and arreſted, 

ſhould be delivered up to juſtice, + 5 

I his project for a Proclamation was ſup- 
ported dere the members of the Aſ- 
ſembly, and pf by others, We 

% may love peace, ſaid Robeſpterre, ** but. 

+ we-ought alſo to love liberty: and ſych 
% Proclamation may give uneaſineſs o 
A.., thoſe who have defended liberty ; it may 
* e alarm, and . confidence. 
{it - de 
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M. de Lally's anſwer to all the objections . 
urged againſt his motion produced a long 
debate, during which the Prefident received 
a letter from M. de la Fayette, in which he 
gave an account of all the meaſures he had 
taken to ſecure the tranquillity of the capi- 
tal. This letter diſpelled the uneaſineſs of 
the Aſſembly, and filenced thoſe who were 
for immediately adopting M. de Lally's Pro- 
clamation ; and it was thought beiter to ſub- 
mit it to the examination of the CE 
before any reſolution was taken upon it. 

M. de la Fuyette's meaſures were perhaps 


| extremely judicious, probably very patriotic, 


but certainly very inadequate, and their 


inefficacy ſoon appeared. 


M. Foulon, who had been want 
Director of the War Department under 


Marſhal Broglio, had diſappeared at the 


time of the retreat of the ne- Miniſters. "A 


report of bis death had been ſpread; and 


the extraordinary pomp with which one of 
his ſervants was buried at that period gave 
grounds for the report. Unhappily for him 
it was diſcovered that he had retired to Viry, 
an eſtate belonging to his friend M. de Sar- 
tine, near Paris. The caution he took to 


_ conceal himſelf excited ſuſpicions; and ſoon . 


* 
9. 
* 
- 
* * 
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one of his eſtates not far from Viry hearing 
of it, went and demanded a guard of the 
Pariſians to arreſt and carry him to Paris. A 
great number of them arrived at Viry on the 
22d of July, at four o'clock in the morning, 
and found M. Foulon already up and walk. 
upon him; and after they had treated him 


with every ſort of inſult and indignity, 


they dreſſed him with a collar of nettles, a 
bunch of thiſtles for a noſegay, and a bundle 
of hay upon his back, as a puniſhment for 

 kaving wiſhed to make the people eat hay; 
or for having ſaid that hay was good enough 
_ for the people to eat; ſuch being the ridi- 
culous crimes of which he was accuſed.” In 
that ſtate was he conducted to the Hotel- de. 
Ville in Paris, and delivered over to a Com- 
mittee, who, after a long examination, were 
for ſending him to priſon, and ordering his 
trial. But a multitude of people already 
collected on the Place · de- Greve were calling 


out vaciferouſly for his execution. It was 
certain that be would be maſſacred if he left 


the Hotel-de-Ville before the populace; who 
were watching for him at every gate, were 


been 


* ſo As the * thing to have 


pecame the talk of the village. The men on 


> eP $d 
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been done, had the Committee been Wale 
or had they dared to ſave him, was to have 
cleared the ſquare; and if this meaſure had 
not been forgotten in M. de la Fayette 
grand plan. for the re-eſtabliſhment of pub- 
lic tranquillity, it might have been executed 


without violence, and even with all the at- 


tentions, with all the politeneſs that might 


have been required by the Nation; for ſo 


every mob, great or fmall, now entitled 


_ themſelves. The purpoſe would have been 


anſwered if the Commander-General of the 
bourgeois militia had ſent into all the Diſ- 
tricts, and iſſued orders for the reſpective 
battalions to march at noon to the Place-de- + 
Greve in order to be reviewed: as they 
came on, the crowd, forced to ſeparate to 
make way for them, would have been gra- 
dually thrown back on the adjoining ſtreets, 
and would have ſoon difperſed, There would 
then have been no danger in conveying 
M. Foulon from the Hotel- de-Ville to priſon. 
But the Committee imagined that by gaining 
time the fury of the people would ſpend itſelf, 
and that at the hour of dinner the crowd would 
diſperſe of their own accord. With this hope 
M. Foulon was detained at the Hotel. de- 
Ville all the morning and part of the after. 

1 | pn . NOON, 
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noon. / From time to time the Mayor and 
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ſome Members of the Committee endea - 


voured to prevail on the people to liſten to 
the voice of juſtice, reaſon, and humanity. 
„M. Foulon,” ſaid they, ** may be guilty, 
<< but he ought not to be condemned with. 
e out being heard. He was connected with 
the new Miniſtry, and no doubt one of 
the heads of the conſpiracy : information 
of the greateſt importance reſpecting. that 


% abominable plot may be obtained from 


him, and it is of the greateſt conſequence 
s to preſerve a man who may give a clue to 


the whole; for the ſalvation of the en 


«© may depend upon it. 

Theſe reaſons made an Wee upon 
the ſmall number of perſons ' who, were 
within hearing; but the blood-thirſty mul- 
titude grew. exaſperated at the delay in the 
| deliberations of the Committee, ſet up at in- 
tervals the moſt frightful howlings, and in- 
ſiſted upon having their victim. The more 
furious, not able to command their impa- 
tience, ruſhed in a body upon the guard, 
forced the doors of the Hotel- de- Ville, and 


making up to M. Foulon ſeized him in the 


Hall where the Committee were ſitting. 


way 


way left of ſaving this unfortunate old man, 
and that M. de la Fayette employed with 
much addreſs. © Citizens, he cried, ** 1 
« cannot blame your rage and indignation . 
« againſt this man; I never eſteemed him, 
„and have always conſidered him as a 
great villain. Do you wiſh he ſhould be 
« puniſhed? We'wiſh it too, and puniſhed 
„he ſhall be. But he has accomplices, 
and ĩt is neceſſary we ſhould know them. 
+ I ſhall order him to be carried to the 
% Abbaye St. Germain; inſtructions ſhall-be 
given for his trial, and he ſhall be; con- 
i demned according to law to the infamous 
© death he has but too well meri 8 
This ſpeech ſatisfied them all, wa was 
creat applauded, - It would have had all the 


ſucceſs intended by M. de la Fayette, had 
not M. Foulon, wild with joy at finding 


himfelf ſaved, had the imprudence to clap 
his hands with the reſt. They are conniv- 
ing, they want to ſave him, became imme- 
diately the cry of the multitude, who re- 
ſolving to hear no more, laid hold of M. Fou- - 


| lon, and in a moment dragged him to the 


foot of the fatal lantern ; nor could M. de la 
Fayette, now himſelf ſuſpected. make the 
ſüghteſt oppoſition to it. At this frightful 


inſtant 
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inſtant his coumge and his underſtanding 


entirely forſook him. He was ordered to 


fall on his knees, to beg pardon of God, the 


Nation, and the King. One of the mob 


gave him his hand to kiſs. He ſubmitted 
without reſiſtance to all theſe humiliations, 
and to all the abuſe with which they were 
accompanied. He never ecaſed begging par- 
don of the people, and ſupplicating them to 
ſpare his life; but the groſſeſt inſults, and 


the ferocious cry of To the lantern, to the 
lantern, were the only anſwers his prayers | 


obtained. At laft the fatal rope is fixed; he 
is drawn up:—the rope breaks, he falls on 
his knees, and implores the compaſſion of 
the people; again the rope is tied, and again 
it breaks, Soldiers offer their arms to put 


an end to his torture; but his executioners 


prolong it by choice, and wait for 'a new 


rope. At length it is brought, and termi 


nates the moſt dreadful and ſhocking execu- 
tion, Searcely is he dead, when his mur- 
derers diſpute for his body and pieces of his 
clothes; they ſtuff hay into his mouth, 


carry his head about on the end of à pike, 
and drag his body, naked, n, s x 
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Ar chis time it n Kearch that M., Ber- 
tiers whio had been arreſted at Compiegne, 
was on the way near toum, eſcorted by one 
of the Electors of Paris and 400 National 
troopers who had been ſent for him. He was 
accuſed of being one of the principal agents 
of the pretended conſpiracy of the Miniſters, 
decauſe, as: Intendant of the Generality of 
Paris, he had filled the offices of Comptrol- 
ler of the Army, and of thæi different mili- 
tary corps cantoned in the en v irons af the 
Capital under the commandi of Marſhal 
Broglio. He was taxed with interfering 
to ſupply: them with proviſions, ammuni- 
tion, and the like: he was beſides known to 
be the ſon · in lx of M. Toulon, which at 
that horrible criſis was of itſelf a crime ſuf- 
ficient to devote him to the rage of the mon- 
eee eee r 
in-law; Þ61r ef: 1H 33 2114 of TY Alti. 8 

Through all the villages on ad ous 
tween Paris and Compiegne, M. Berthier, 
though groſsly inſulted and threatened by 
the populace, never loſt the leaſt of his com- 
poſure. The Elector who accompanied him, 
and with whom he converſed throughout the 
journey with the greateſt tranquillity, was 
ſurpriſed at his courage, and felt eſteem and 
„ Ce N eee 
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__ eſpe for him. The lively ictereſt which 
he ſoon elt for the ſituation of that magiſ. 

trate, made him ſenſible hou/ odious a com- 
miſſion he was: executing, and his regret for 
baving undertaken: it was alleviated- only by 
the hope, that it would ꝓut it in his power 
to be of important ſervice to him in the 
Committee v. He little- knew - what ns 
then paſſing at Paris. | Scarcely had the 
chhaiſe in Which he was conveying his pri- 
ſdner arrived at the barrier, when the popu- 

-lace ſtopped it and took the top af it off, that 
all who were not ſufficiently near to the cat- 
riage to take an active part in the. outrages 
with which the Intendant was to be over- 
whelmed, might at leaſt have the ſatis faction 
of feaſting their eyes with the atrocious 
fight. Five or ſix hundred horſemen with 

ſwords drawn, and ſoldiers of different corps 
marching with their drums and colours, 

ſerved; as a Sees tht) ER 


— 


er & 4 
e * N . — Y x der 1 {i- x 1 4 


® The name of this ElootwabiLa Bess, and it was 
from himſelf I received theſe particulars, L bad an op- 
portunity of knowing him in 1792, as be was at that 
time a Juſtice of the Peace, and the perſon who, on the 
complaints lodged by M. de Muntmorin and myſelf, 
ordered the proceedings ee an e Aul⸗ 
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crowned with lautel, and women | finging 


and dancing to milituty muſit. This hng- 


ing was frequently interrupted by the moſt 
ſanguinary vociferations, and by the ſpeeches 
of the honeſt Elector addreſſed to thoſe = 
furies, to moderate their rage and: ſave the 
life of his priſoner, whom he was afraid of 
ſeeing maffacred at his fide. M. Berthiens 


ſupported by that extraordinary energy which 
reſults/ from a conſcience void of offence, 


ſurveyed all this tumult- without appearing 
uneaſy at it: but when M. Foulon's head 


was thruſt before him on the end of a pike, "0 


his ſoul was frozen with horror. The mon- 
ſters that carried it wanted to force him to 
kiſs it; but the Elector, ſhocked at this ex - 


ceſs of barbarity, e e e 


ua N 
M. Berthier, being at length Wales at 


the Hotel. de- Ville, uns conducted to the 
Committee, by whom he was examined on 
his conduct, on the. projects of the Mini- 


ſters, on the plan of the pretended conſpiracy, 
and ſo forth. He replied: with confidence, 


I have done nothing but by ſuperior 
orders, which it was my duty. to obey: 


5 you will find them in my portfolio; ou 
Ce 2 « have 
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have eee all my papers; 
« you know as much as Ido. beg you will 
obſerve that I am ſo overcome with fa. 
tigue and the want of ſleep, not having 
* cloſed my eyes for two days, chat it is 
4 impoſſible for me to anſwer you more 
« circumſtantially at preſent. I requeſt to 
«« be ſhown to ſome place where 5. 
a6: take alittle reſt.” W "ARCs \ 
While they were debating this qu the 
Hotel-de-Ville and the Place-de-Greve re: 
ſounded with the: moſt violent clamours. 
The Committee, alarmed at thoſe: ſhouts. of 
death,” and fearing leſt. the. people ſhould 
force in and carry off M. Berthier from 
them, decided upon ſending him to: the 
Abbaye. But in what manner was he to be 
extricated from the dangers of eroſſing a 
furious mob, over whom the ſoldiers had no 
power; or rather, in favour of whom they 
were inclined to exert what power they had? 
He was put under a ſtrong guard, while 
M. Bailly and M. de la Fayette, on differ- 
ent ſidęs, harangued, ſupplicated, and con- 
jured thoſe who would liſten to them; but 
their ſpeeches and prayers were anſwered 
only by the moſt horrid imprecations. No 
ſooner was M. N perceived on the 
ſteps 
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ſteps of the Hotel, than a crowd of aſſaſſins 
' ſprang . upon him, and dragged him to the 
ſame lantern where M. Foulot had been 
hanged. He ſaw the rope ready to be the 
inſtrument of the ſame fate upon himſelf. 


denly wrenches from a ſoldier the firſt muſ- 
ket he can lay his hand upon, and with re- 
peated blows attacks the crowd of tigers 
preſſing round him, but in an inſtant falls 
himſelf beneath a number of bayonets. He 
w-as at leaſt indebted to his courage for a 
death leſs lingering and leſs ignominious 
than that of his father-in-law, One of his 
aſſaſſins perceiving that he ſtill breathed, 
had the unparalleled barbarity to plunge his 

hand into the wideſt of his wounds; in order 
to grope to his heart, which he tore out, and, 
carrying it in triumph, laid it palpitating 
upon the table of the Committee of Electors. 
No doubt it was to thoſe: Miniſters of the 
Sovereignty of the Petple that the firſt fruit 

of the tree of Liberty were due. 
The Committee, ſtupeſjed with 8 at 
the ſight of this horrible trophy; had not 
even the thought to cauſe the execrable 
monſter who offered it them to be arreſted. 
TP hows! him without a' word to take 
| Cc 3 95 1 


Tranſported with rage at the ſight, he d- 
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op the halle again, to fix it to the point of 
his ſword, and parade it through the ſtreets 
behind the heads of M. Foulon and M. Ber- 
thier. There was but one thing more want- 
ing to the feroeity of thoſe cannibals, and 
this they completed in the evening by giving 
the people a fight of EI 
ſeaſting. * 7 5 
During ne of 1 Foulon; 1. 
Biertlie Vs ſon, dreading that the ſame fate 
would befall his father who was on his 
way to Paris, haſtened to Verſailles to im. 
plore the interpoſition of the Aſſerably in 
his. favour. On his arrival, the firſt thing 
he did was to throw himfelf into the arms of 
M. de Lally, and burſting into tears, he ſaid to 
him: «© Your filial piety and eloquence 
* ſaved the honour: of your father ; I con- 
© jure you, Sir, to ſave the life of mine.” 
M. de Laliy ftew'immediately to the Aſſem- 
| bly, and pleaded this intereſting cauſe withall 
the energy and ſenfibility naturat'to him, 
The majority of the Aſſembly were ex- 
tremely aſſected; but as they could take no 
meaſure which would not be ineffectual, or 
prove too late, they contented! themſelves 
with hoping that this new crime would not 


de committed. 1 was on this occaſion that 
Pe. tt | | © young 
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a young Deputy from Dauphins (Bairnave);! 
who doubtleſs had nevet known his father, 
ſuffered the following fhocking:exprefiion to 
eſcape him, which only a Nobeſpierre could 
have heard without ſhuddering: In the blood 
that is fnlt then ſo pureP..: - ad. Anti tank 
The crimes with which M::Foulon Was 

charged, were all as imaginary as the pre- 

tended conſpiracy attributed tu the new Mini- 

ſters. The trivial ex preſſiom of, IRaſe pron 

ple are brutes fit to eat Ray, was perhaps 

too frequently in his mouth; but it was 

certainly nothing more than an expletive, 

and far from being accompanied with the 

abſurd; idea of reducing the people to eat 

nothing but hay. M. Foulon's only fault, 

or, to ſpeak more properly, his great- 

eſt misfortune, was à conſtant ambition to 

be in the Miniſtry, without talents neceſ- 

ſary to fill the important offices of it in 

times ſo difficult. He was a man of the 

moſt ordinary abilities I ever knew: medi- + 
ocrity may be allowed to be a defect, but 
certainly it is not a fault, 0d n leſs a 

crime. 
The ambition bel was wt ruin of M, . + 
Foulon, would have been better placed in | 
oy Jon-in-law. | M. Berthier was one of 
8 C4 "M0 
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the moſt diſtinguiſhed among the worthy: 
Intendants of the Kingdom for his merit, 
his talents; and His knowledge in admini- 
ſtration ; and in ſpite of the atrocious calum- 
nies that have been caſt upon him, it is evi. 
dent that the affairs of Paris were never 
better conducted, or directed by a more able, 
zealous; or benevolent Magiſtrate. ' As 1 
was not connected. with him; the reſpe& 1 
now pay his ne Is. dictated alone "oy 
Wan ae, 30. eee two 4 
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Character of the Pari ſians - Proclama- 
tion of the Aſſembl - General arming 
of the Pofrulace urged by the Factious 
— Conſequences — Firſt atrocious At- 
temſits againſt the Nobility in Franche- 
Comte—The , Circumſtances, that gabe 
riſe:to them—Inconſiftency of the Con- 
duct of the Aſſembly — Country-ſeats 


Kingdom—Long Debates occaſioned by 
Letters found upon, the Baron de Caſe. 
telnau — An admirable Sfieech from 
Mirabeau ¶ Letter from Mr. Necker 
announcing | his Return — The Abbe 
Maury arreſted at Peronne—4 Letter 
Jn the a ff. that. e 
r 


burnt and Hillaged througliout the 


Doerr 1789. 


the Aſembly—Lift of Proſcrifitions— 
Violent State F the Provinces neareſt 
the Cafital- M de Cazales arreſted, 
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Ir is remarkable is the character of the 
Pariſians, that from the ontſet of the Revo. 
lution, they had fallen into a habit of poſt. 
poning till the next day the manifeſtation of 
their horror at the crimes. they ſuffered to 
be committed. That which they felt at the 
murder of M. Foulon and M. Berthier did 
not break forth till the day following. 
and then ſpent itſelf in vain imprecations 
againſt their murderers. This tardy and 
pPuaſſtve indignation, or rather this conſtant 
 timidity of the good, has for nine years paſt 
expoſed their lives and fortunes to the mercy 
of a horde of ruffians, on whom the Revo- 
lution has beſtowed the excluſive privilege 
of pillaging and aſſaſſinating as long as enn 

hall be property and proprietors. n 
What a dreadful day was that for M. de 
la Fayette on which, though Commander 
General of the whole armed force of the 
Capital, having forty thouſand of the bour. 
geois. militia under him, he nevertheleſs faw 
himſelf reduced to be the mere paflive ſpec- 
We and in ſome fort ys: Prefident, of the 
moſt 
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moſt ſavage ſcenes of the Revolution Deſ- 
perate, and humbled at his want of power, 
he would have given in his reſignation, but 
the oaths of obedience taken by the bat- 
talions; and M. Bailly's entreaties, ene 
upon him to continue his command. 
The Aſſembly, who had for Lorne an 
waſted a great deal of time in diſcuſſing and 
modifying M. de Lally ſcheme of a Proela · 
mation for re- eſtabliſhing public tranquillity, 
reſolved at laſt to adopt it with amend- 
ments; but confuſion and diforder were now 
ſpread through every part of the Kingdom, 
The reports raifed at once in all the pro- 
vinces of à grand conſpiracy againſt Li- 
berty, and of the approach of pretended 
bands of brigands, who were cutting down 
and burning the harveſts, had ſerved as a 
pretext for a general arming of the populace. 
Large detachments formed under the name 
of Citizen Soldiers, to diſtinguiſh them from 
the troops of the line, now firſt called Soldier 
Citizens, were inceſſantly running over the 
country to diſperſe thoſe formidable brigands 
who were no where to be found; and in a 
very ſhort time the Citizen Soldiers went in 
queſt of them among farms, and in partieu- 
lar the country- ſeats of the Nobility | 
and 
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and Gentry. None ivete exempt from thoſe 
patriotic viſits, another pretext for which 
was the ſearch for arms, and of which the 
plundering of the cellars and of every kind 
of proviſions was the leaſt inconvenience. 
Murder and fire were frequently the conſe- 
quences of them; and thoſe crimes were al- 
ways juſtified, or at leaſt palliated; by the 
proſcribing, ſuſpicion of ariſtocrach, inci- 
vi ſm, conſpiracy, and the like. Complaints 
and denunciations without number daily in- 
formed the Aſſembly of all thoſe enormities; 
but they ſaw no other remedy for them than 
the new Conſtitution upon which they were 
going to work.: and in the mean time, full 
of conſidence in the flattering Addreſſes 
which they received from ſome Municipali- 
ties; they conſoled themſelves for all private ® 
mis fortunesſ by contemplating the general 
| happineſs; which already was, or which 
they IS yy the dane . their lay 
bours- „ . 47 240017 5110 
The ak FITS og aaa the No- 
bility firſt broke out and were moſt frequent 
in Franche-Comté. They began from a 
circumſtance as innocent as it was fatal.— 
M. de Memmay, a magiſtrate of the Parlia- 
ment of Beſangon, had given an entertain- 
276 ment 


| 
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ment at his ſeat at Quincey to the inhabi- 
tants and to the garriſon of Veſoul, in ho- 
nour , the happy union between the King 
and the National Afſembly. He had an- 
nounced that all who choſe to viſit his ſeat 
on Sunday the igth of July ſhould find fid- 
dles and refreſhments ; and that; leſt his 
preſence” as a magiſtrate might prove a re- 
ſtraint to the gaiety of the feaſt, he ſhould = 
not remain at home himſelf. This invita- 
tion drew a great number of the citizens of 
Veſoul and ſome of the ſoldiers of the gar- 
riſon to Quincey-houſe. While they were 
amuſing themſelves, a barrel of gunpowder 
in an out- houſe blew up, by which ſeveral 
perſons were wounded, and ſome, but very 
few, killed. Without a moment's confider- 
ation it was believed, and every where ru- 
moured, that it had been M. de M emmay's . 
intention to blow up the inhabitants and gar- 
riſon'of Veſoul at once: that ſuch was the 
deſign of the feaſt tô which he had invited 
them; and that to execute this infernal plot 
he had prepared a mine under the place 
where they were to aſſemble, which he had 
ſprung, or ordered to be iprutg, by means 
of a long train. 

The officer of the Marechauſſee at Velcul 


2 made 


that he hid any motive for animoſity againſt 
the inhabitants of Veſoul. He was a gentle- 


man, and a member of the Parliament; which 
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made a minute of chis ſtory in his journal, 
without having ſcrutinized the fact, and that 
minute was read to the National 


dy one of the Deputies for Franche - Comtb:- 


he added to it ſome circumſtances of the ex- 


eeſſes committed, and that were continued 


by the exaſperated people. The whole 
country was in commotion ; the people 
« had armed themſelves with all kinds of 


weapons; they had attacked the neigh- 
bouring ſeats, were burning and plunder- 
2 ing the archives of the Nobility, forcing 


them to renounce their rights; they had 
an ſeveral country . ſet a 
5 2 is not wonderful that the — hear- 


ing of nothing but the conſpiracies of the 
Alriſtocrats, and unacquainted with the cauſe 
of the event at Quincey, ſhould accuſe M. de 


Memmay of it, although it did not appear 


was more than enough to prove his crime, 
and to authoriſe, in the ſight of a furious 
mob, the moſt violent acts of vengeance 


againſt him and againſt the two claſſes of 


Ariſtocrats to which he belonged, But 
ſhould 


— 
—ͤ— 
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ſhould the Repreſentatives of the Nation 
have been infected with this delirium? 
Should they, upon a vague minute deſtitute 
of proof, and by which too it appeared that 
M. Memmay was abſent, have preſumed that 
magiſtrate guilty of a crime which they had 
no rational grounds, no probability for im- 
puting to him? A ſimple accident might 
have been, and in fact was, the cauſe of the 
melancholy event that happened at Quin- 
cey v. Why not admit a preſumption ſo 
natural? Are we at liberty to reject pre- 
ſumptions that are in favour of innocence ? 
The Aſſembly, far from attending to theſe, 
charged their Prefident to wait upon the 
King, to obtain of his Majeſty an order di- 
wenig all the Miniſters n at —_ 


* 1 was FOOLS Juaicially, that at the period when 
the feaſt was given by M. Memmay to the inhabitants of 
Veſoul, he was ſetting vines in a ſtony ſoil, where he 
was often obliged to blow up the greater rocks. Some 
ſoldiers running through, and ferreting every where in 
the houſe and out- houſes, unfortunately took a candle to 
the dark corner where the bartel of gunpowder was 
lodged, and ſet it on fire, in trying to ſee if it contain - 
ed wine. Theſe facts, reported and atteſted in a Memo- 
rial drawn up by M. Courvoiſier, ſo completely juſtified 
M. de Memmay, that the Aſſembly could not avoid teſtify- 
N by a Derne iſlued the 4th of June. 


Courts | 
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Courts to cauſe a ſtrict ſearch to be made 


for the eriminal, and to apply for his being 
taken up; and alſo to apply to him to antho. 


riſe the judge of the place, where. the crime 
had been committed, to enter a proſecution 
againſt the author of ſo execrable an action, 
to bring him to trial, and paſs: ſentence up- 
on him without appeal. It is to be ob- 


ſerved, that as a member of the Parliament, 


he could be tried only by the Courts of * 
Tamer of Beſangon. { 

The extreme rigour diſplayed. axkituſh . 
de Memmay, by that very Aſſembly who a 


few days before had ſuffered the Governor 


of the Baſtille, the Prevot des Marchands 
M. Foulon, and his ſon-in-law, to be maſ- 
ſacred almoſt under their eyes, without giv- 
ing any direction whatever for a proſecution 


againſt the criminals, ſeemed to have no other 


view than that of enraging the people more 
and more againſt the Nobility and againſt 
the Magiſtracy; it was almoſt telling them 


in plain terms that there was nothing they 


might not attempt with impunity againſt the 
Ariſtocrats, for whom alone the Aſſembly 
reſerved their ſeverity. + We muſt not al- 


low ourſelves to be too much alarmed at 
1 the ſtorms inſeparable from the commo- 


4 tions 
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the Sitting of the 29d of July which was 


the day after the maſſacre of Foulon and 
Berthier, ** the principal object is to form 
« the Conſtitution and to ſecure, Liberty. 
« We may afterwards attend to ſecuring-le- 
% gal puniſhments for State crimes ( pre. 
«« tended conſpiracies) then the People will 
„be pacified, and return of themſelves: to 
« order.” This language the People but 
too well underſtood, and they have in con- 
ſequence committed crimes without number; 
but the blame is to be imputed leſs to them 


than to thoſe by whom er have been 


miſled. 

The Full account of the dreadful conſpi- 
racy, at Quincey *, which was diſperſed 
throughout the Kingdom, containing the 
moſt atrocious exaggerations; imprecations, 
and; cries for vengeance againſt the Nobility, 


became in a manner the manifeſto of the 


war then declared againſt all country-ſeats 
throughout the provinces,” The example 
of the. inhabitants of Veſoul was every 


"When 


x Theſe N were every any! roared Goc thd 
ſtreets of Paris by the hawkers of the Revolutionary 
Journals. : 


Vol. I. | Dd Fry. where 


| 
| 
| 
7 
| 
| 
k 


— 
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where followed wits more or leſs fury, but 
ever with the ſame impunity. The aſſafſi- 
nation of gentlemen, the carrying off of their 
title-deeds, and the pillage and demolition 


of their ſeats, were no longer conſidered in 


any other light than as acts of eager pa- 
triotiſm. In thoſe Communes where the 
old cuſtom of loving and obeying the King 
ſtill prevailed over the new-fangled pa- 
triotiſm, forged orders with the King” name 
were ſhown to the inhabitants, in Which 
were injunctions to commit every manner 
of crime; and when they were accuſed be- 
fore the Aſſembly, there were ſpeakers' ſo 
ſtupid, or fo loſt to ſhame, as to maintain 
that the Noblemen themſelves ſet fire to 
their houſes to have an opportunity to ca- 
lumniate the People. This charge was 
chiefly directed againſt thoſe whom the cer- 
tainty of being murdered had reduced to 
the neceſſity of flying their country. Hence 


aroſe that ſanguinary juriſprudence which 


makes all Emigrants without diſtinction 


traitors to their Country, and condemns 


them to death as a puniſhment for having 
had recourſe to the only means left of ſaving 

their lives. \ 
The Factious knew very well that the vo. 
ple 
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ple are like thoſe ponderous maſſes which it 
is always more difficult to ſet in motion, than 
to direct to a propoſed end when once they 
are ſtirred ; and they neglected no means to 
keep their minds in a ſtate of continual agi- 
tation and alarm. Their ſpeakers in the Aſ- 
ſembly, their incendiaries at the Palats- 
Royal, and their truſty journaliſts, had 
every day fome freſh conſpiracy to announce. 
A packet taken on the night between the 
22d and 23d of July upon the Baron de 
Caftelnau*, and the fragments of a letter 
which he had torn at the moment of his be- 
ing arreſted, furniſhed matter for moſt vio- 
lent declamation in the Sitting of the 25th. 
The packet, containing three letters that had 
been opened, and one that was ſealed, di- 
rected to the Count d Artois, had been de- 
livered the day before by a member of the 
Commune of Paris, from the Permanent 
Committee to the Preſident of the Aſſembly, 
(the Duke de Liancourt) who, thinking 
himſelf bound to reſpect private correſpond- 
ence as ſacred, would not read any of them, 
but returned them all to the Permanent Com- 
mittee. The firſt ſenſation * of the Aſ- 


* The French Miniſter at = | 
Dd 2 ſembly 
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ſembly led them to applaud the Preſident's 
delicacy, and the purity of its principle; but 
ſoon after, ſome Deputies ſtarted the queſ- 
tion, whether, i in the dreadful ſituation of af- 
fairs at that time, the Aſſembly were not 
entitled to open letters that might throw 
great light upon the conſpiracies againſt pub- 
lic liberty. In time of war,” it was faid, 
« the opening of all letters is permitted ; 
«« we, may conſider ourſelves; and really 
are, in a ſtate of war; and are therefore 
© authoriſed to intercept and break open all 
letters coming from ſuſpected countries 
or perſons, and all thoſe, who take flight 
ſhould be looked upon as ſuch ; therefore, 
<« the letters in queſtion, and all that have 
„ beeen intercepted; ſince the commotions in 
Paris or the provinces, ought to be depo- 
« ſited in a ſafe, place, to be laid before the 
78 National Aſſembly when they think pro- 
per.“ The Biſhop of Langres (La 
Luzerne) propoſed, on the contrary, to fol- 
low the example of Pompey the Great, who 
after a violent fermentation in his country, 
and a civil war, had the generoſity and 
| greatneſs of ſoul to burn all letters which 
might keep alive the remembrance of the 
woeful events and misfortunes of the coun- 
| try. 
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try, This debate proceeding to great length, 

and growing warmer and warmer, Mira- 
beau roſe, and, with that imperious and paſ- 
ſionate tone which characteriſed his ſtyle of 
eloquence, ſilenced all oppolition by the fol- 
' lowing Speech: 


« 
«c 
«6 
«4 
” 
14 
64 
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44 


44 


14 


16 


44 


0 
0 . 


10 


Ils it the part of a people defirous of 
becoming free, to borrow their maxims 
and examples from tyranny ? Is it proper 
for them to give a ſtab to morality, after 
having been ſo long the victims of thoſe 
who violated it ? Let thoſe vulgar poli- 
ticians, who exalt above juſtice what in 


their narrow conceptions they dare to call 


public utility ; let thoſe politicians at 
leaſt tell us what intereſt can palliate ſuch 
a violation of National honour. What 
ſhall we learn by the ſhameful inquiſition 


of letters! Paltry and filthy intrigues, 


ſcandalous anecdotes, and contemptible 


frivolity. Is it imagined that plots are 


circulating by the poſt? Is it imagined 
that new politics of any importance paſs 
through that channel? Is there any em- 
baſſy of conſequence, any negotiation of an 
extraordinary nature, that is not carried on 
in a direct correſpondence, and which does 
not defy the prying of the Poſt-office ? 
Dd3 * Without 


«© miſplaced, errors often correcled the next 
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ce 
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80 


« rights, They have left a precedent by 


* 


— 


40 
40 
40 
40 
40 


Without any manner of uſe, then, ſhould 
we violate the ſecrets of families, the in- 
tercourſe of the abſent, the intimacies of 
friendſhip, and the confidence between 
man and man. So criminal a procedure 


would not even have an excuſe; and it 


would be ſaid of us throughout Europe, 
that in France, under pretence of pub. 


lic ſafety, they deprive the inhabitants 


of all right to letters which are the pro- 


ductions of the heart, and the treaſure 
of confidence. This laſt refuge of Li- 


berty has been violated even by thoſe 


whom the Nation deputed to ſecure its 


which the moſt ſecret communications of 


the-ſoul, the mereſt chance conjecture of 


the mind, the emotions of anger often 


moment, may be turned into depoſitions 


againſt, third perſons ; by which the citi- 


zen, the friend, the ſon, the father, may 


thus become the accuſers of each other, 
without knowing it ; by which they 


may be the means of deſtruction to each 


4 


other; far the National Aſſembly have 


* declared, that they will take as the 
f . of their fecafions, ambiguous 


6 and 
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« and intercepted communications, which 

« they cannot obtain but by a crime. 
This ſpeech determined the Aſſembly to 
paſs to the order of the day. The ſubject, 
however, was reſumed in the next Sitting. 
Robeſpierre maintained that the Aſſembly 
had no right to refuſe papers denounced by 
the public opinion, ſent by the Mayor of 
the Capital as of eſſential importance, and ne- 
ceſſary to the diſcovery of the moſt fatal con- 
ſpiracy that ever exiſted. This opinion was 
warmly ſupported by ſome, and oppoſed by 
others; but the reaſons on which the Aſſem- 
bly had rejected it having loſt nothing of 
their force, it was again reſolved, that 

there was no room to deliberate. hos 
The arrival of a letter from Mr. Necker 
announcing his return, diflipated for a mo- 
ment the diſcordant ideas and gloomy paſ- 
ſions which agitated the Afﬀembly ; the 
great man, the virtuous man, the guardian- 
angel of France, of Liberty, and above all 
of the Revolution, was coming to reſume 
the helm of affairs, and every heart muſt 
* expand with confidence and happineſs. The 
reading of this letter “ was interrupted at 
» dgSee Appendix, No. iti. 


Dos: every 


. ſembly ſhould make their pleaſure known, 


In that 5 have caſt ſo much glory 
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every ſentence by the loudeſt applauſes. 
Another letter was then read from the Mu- 
nicipal Officers of Peronne, in which they 
informed the Aſſembly of their having ar- 
reſted the Abbé Maury, who, they faid, 
under pretence of going to obtain new 
powers from his conſtituents meant to take 


a different road from that which led back to 


the National Aſſembly. This circumſtance 


had determined the Municipality and bour- 
geois guard to ſecure his perſon-till the Aſ- 


The ſecurity with which 


mitted crimes, the rapidity with which thoſe 


followed one upon another, and the liſts of 
proſcription delivered by the ſovereign feo- 
ple of the Palats-Royal to the numerous ex- 
ecutioners, were enough to alarm all. honeſt 


men whoſe names were inſcribed on thoſe 


fatal liſts, and in which the proſcribers had 

not failed to inſert the Deputies'who ſhowed 
the - greateſt attachment to the King and to 
the Monarchy ; and of thoſe none more me- 
rited that honourable character than the 


Abbe Maury. The uncommon talents, zeal, 


and courage with which he conſtantly de- 
fended the cauſe of Religion and the Throne, 


on 


* 


on his name, and given fo great ani intereſt 
to his: whole conduct, that the particulars of 
his arreſt. at Peronne cannot be indifferent. 
They are related with equal accuracy and 
ſpirit in the following letter; where we 
ſhall alſo find a very exact picture of the 
ſtate in which the provinces neareſt to the 
Capital were at that time: a ſtate that ſoon 
became n throughout France. N | 
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[er * Peronne, Juby 28, de. 

„ The inhabitants of Picardy are good 
kind of people, but they are preciſe; and 
the ſooner to attain perfection they are form- 
ing themſelves in every reſpect upon the 
model of the Pariſians. They have aſſem- 
blies, cockades, arms, and good intentions; 
they are playing, as at Paris, a game where 
every move is check to the King; they have 
burnt the cuſtom-houſes, thrown the officers 
into the river, intercepted the public reve- 
nue, ſet the malefactors at liberty, impri- 
ſoned the magiſtrates, and all this they ſay 
is nothing, unleſs they get the Archbiſhop of 
e into Weir Teer en ſtands 


- 


id This Nevis was 1 written a by at de Ridneple 
| nearly 


LY - * * Lo * 
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nearly foremoſt in reſemblance to the Ca- 
pital. We arrived here early this morning, 
and found the Abbé Maury (who on Sun- 
day the 20th had entered the town in dif. 


guiſe, and had been diſcovered from making 


known his intention to take a croſs- road) 
ſurrounded by ſome National militia of 
Peronne, at a guard-houſe behind the Hatel- 
de-Ville. We aſked how he had been taken, 


what ſort of excuſe the Abbe alleged, and 


what they meant to do with him in Picardy? 


A thouſand mouths opened upon us at once, 


and we ſhould not yet have underſtood a 


ſingle word of all that was prattled by fo 
many Peronne citizens of both ſexes, if we 


had not called to order, and requeſted 2 Pre- 


bendary, with a cockade, oppoſite to us, to · 


ſpeak alone, and in French, if it were not 


inconvenient. Gentlemen, cried he, the 
man whom the Country has thought it 
0 right to arreſt here, and whom we are go- 


ing to ſend back to the Nation at the Ho- 
tel-de-Ville in Paris, has juſtly incurred 
this laying of the hands upon him. It 


he had no band or cockade, and ſpoke for 
a croſs road, which did not feem a right 
n | © one 


was his intention to go abroad by ſtealth, 
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© one to our militia people, who upon that 
brought him to us. We found him out to 
be the Abbe Maury, from the deſcription 
that was ſome time ago ſent to us, and 
which was very exact.. Upon this we faid 
to him: You are the Abbe Maury, and 
we Jhall ſend you back to the Hotel-de- 
Ville in Paris. To which the Abbe re- 
plied : * Since neither diſguiſe nor fear has 
* made any alteration in the countenance 
* which Heaven has given. me, I will not 
deny, although almoſt every other man 
* would in my place, that I am the Abbe 
Maury. To have acknowledged it be- 
* fore would have been candid, and now it 
* is bold. Here I am your priſoner; and if 
you ſend me to Paris, ſurrounded by pa- 
f 


* triotic bayonets, I do not doubt but that 
the mob will treat me nearly as they did 
hes Foulon and M. Berihier; but I am 

+ not very ambitious of ſwelling the mar- 
blog of the Ariſtocrats, and I beg you, 

* Gentlemen, to diſpatch a meffenger, at my 

* expence, to the National Aſſembly. I be- 
lieve that ſome among them will uſe their 

* earneſt endeavours to prevent my being 
made an example. Picardy heads will very 

# eafily comprehend this ; but now that 1 
am 
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am in your hands, Gentlemen, preſent me, 
I pray you, to the Commander of the mili- 


* tia, the Mayor of the town, and, in ſhort, to 
all the Gentlmen of your Permanent Com- 


mittee. Nothing more juſt; and aceord- 


ingly we immediately carried him and eſta- 


bliſhed him in our Hotel-de-Ville, where, 


waiting the anſwer from the National Aſ- 


ſembly, he lives among our Gentlemen, and 


makes himſelf all things to all men. 

* Charmed with ſo many details, we de- 
ſired the good Prebendary to add to our obli- 
gations, by procuring us the means of ſee- 


ing the Abbe for a moment among the Per- 


manent Committee of Peronne: this he rea- 
dily dicGQ. 

„Judge whether the Abbe 1 Was 
pleaſed to ſee us or not. Though he ex- 
pected agreeable news from the National 


Aſſembly, he was not without ſome uneafi- 
neſs. The firſt thing he did was to preſent 
us to the Gentlemen about him; the Com- 
mander of the militia, the Prevdt des ow 


chands, and all the Electors. 


The La Fayette of the Picards i is an 
| old ſerjeant, lame, and blind of one eye, 
who had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in ſeve- 


ral popular commotions, in one of which 
9 "TY I he 
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he had loſt his eye. He very complaiſantly 
related to us all the | pains he had taken to 
embody one hundred and twenty Picards, 
and procure them cockades and muſkets.— 
With this guard he hoped to have had the 
honour of MT r the Abbe _— to 
Paris. 

" The Preuot has M archidids of the town 
of Peronne is not, like M. Bailly, a member 
of the three academies ; but, like him, he 
had been appointed by acclamation, and 
was at. the time ſchool-maſter and a worthy 
church- warden. 

„ Addreſling theſe Genen and all the 
Electors, we aſked why the Nation did not 
maſlacre its priſoners at Peronne, as well as 
at Paris, and why their town deprived them- 
ſelves of the ſight of thoſe executions; 
which firſt afforded ſo much pleaſure, and 
then ſo much honour'to the Pariſians ;.* for, 
without injuring any body, we added, the 
* Abbe Maury was ſurely worthy of your 
'« patriotic rage. Why ſend him back to 
Paris? Are you waiting like the people at 
* Beaune for a better opportunity? Gen- 

* tlemen! Gentlemen! gravely replied the 
Mayor of the town, * Paris has the right of 


; executing We the Kingdom ; but 
| * we 
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© we never put any to death but Picards ; for 
* we are not preciſely the Nation, as the Pa- 
* rifians are. The Abbe Maury is a deſer- 
ter from the States-General ; this is a deli. 

* cate point: we are waiting for orders from. 


the National Aſſembly, which will ſet us 
to rights. We have but too much buſineſs 


© already. This very night, upon intelli- 
« gence received from Paris, Hainault, 
Flanders, and all Picardy have been under 
* arms, the alarm-bell has been ringing 


every where in town and country; three 


hundred thouſand bourgeois patrols have 
been on foot, and all this to receive two 
« thouſand brigands embodied, who were to 


© ſcatter themſelves over our fields and burn 
+ our harveſts. We clearly perceived, 


Gentlemen, a confiderable commotion as 


ve croſſed your province ; but being un- 
informed of the reaſon for your fears, we 


* ſuppoſed this turbulent ſtate to be the na- 
* tural ſtate of Picardy. Bourgeois patrols, 


c armed with forks, clubs bound with iron, 


ſeythes, and here and there a muſket, ſtop- 
« ped us at every ſtep, making us ſwear to 
© love the Country, and above all the village 


through which we were paſſing. From 


* poſt to poſt a militia- man was appointed 
* to 


to aceompany us 
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us, and the laſt who did us 
« that honour moußted the box of our car- 
« riage, carrying his piſtols behind him, 


. 6 ſhing : acroſs. in fach a manner that their 


muzzles pointed directly upon us. In this 
ſituation we arrived at Roye, where we 
were afked if Mr. Necker were returned. 
we replied, he would return ſoon.”—* I is 
always ſoon, cried one of the chief per- 
ſons. * I am reſolved to take up the fir: 
who does not tell me that Mr. Necker 
* 55 arrived, and fend him tied hand 
and foot to the Hotel-de-Ville of the . 
Nation at Paris.” 

Having received ſuch a leſfon, we have 
not failed ſay ing all along the road that 
Mr. Necker was arrived, and we will fay 
the ſame to you, Gentlemen, if you re- 


1 quire it; only allow us to ſpeak reſpect- 


ing the Abbe Maury, and to aſk you, on 


the ſubject of the violent and falſe alarm 


you have received, what can be the end of 
* thoſe who terrify you with groundleſs ru- 
* mours, and thus make you paſs days and 
nights under arms. Whence cbuld tHoſe 
two thouſand men who were to burn your 
« harveſts come? Is not there a communis» 
| cation 
3 
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cation kept up between the King and the 
a whole Nation? Da not the ſoldiers every 

© wheredo duty jointly, with the bourgeois * 
What you ſay there, Sir, ſaid the Mayor, 
cocking bis eye at us, is very ſuſpicious ; 
* it.is fortunate for you that we know what 
we are about. It is our pleaſure to believe 
C that we are in danger ; he who removes 
our fears is our enemy; and it is only by 

giving alarms that an army of three mil - 
lions of bourgeois and countrymen, from 
one end of the Kingdom to the other, can 
be kept on foot *, and that army is at 
5 this moment in exiſtence,” 3 
The Abbe Maury winked to us, 6 
we were changing the converſation when a 
great noiſe was heard in the ſtreet, which 
proved to be the meſſenger juſt arrived from 
the National, Aſſembly, who demanded, 
not the Abbe Maury's. perſon, but his li- 
berty, declaring him ſacred and inviolable; 
which mortified, the town of Peronne to a 
degree that it would be difficult to expreſs. 
They had incurred expence, equipped them- 
* to eſcort him to Paris, and flattered 


28 This is the whole ſecret of the National Af- 
W W S Sine! N 2119164) 
| : thems 
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themſelves with giving a grand proof of 
zeal to the Hotel- de-Fille, with perhaps ef- 
facing the remembrance of the ſuffering of 
Foulon and Berthier, by burning the Abbe 
Maury : theſe ſweet hopes muſt all be re- 
nounced, and their prey releaſed. 

«© We were eyed ſufpiciouſly when we 
_ congratulated the Abbe on his deliverance ; 
and it was lucky that he did not take it in- 
to his head to call us his friends and em- 
brace us, for we ſhould have been ſtoned. 
I do not know that he was aware of this new 
means of getting rid of his enemies; but 
he withdrew from the hands of his jailors, 
very well pleaſed to leave them, and at the 
ſame time much altered in the three _ he 
had paſſed under them. 5 | 

We do not know whether 1 1 yield. 
ed to his gratitude to the Nationab Aſſem- 
bly, or to reſentment againſt the little peo- 
ple, and all democrats; that is to ſay, whe- 
ther he will return to Verſailles or go into 
the Low Countries: he went away without 
opening his mind to us. Before he went 
they made him ſwear that he would always 
love Peronne. He ſwore without heſitation, 
perfectly ſure that he ſhould find ſome 
caſuiſt among the biſhops who would free 
him from the ſacredneſs of his oath, 

Vor. I. E e P. 8. You 


i 
LS 
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„P. 8. You will be very careful not to 
publiſh this letter unleſs you have any inten- 
tion to have ſome honeſt. bookſeller of the 
Palatis-Royal ſent to the gallows. When we 
had only one maſter we might eſcape, thangh 
we did write, but now there is no uſing one's 
pen unleſs it is againſt him; for, -fince 
the People of Paris are become King, the 
mob is Queen, and one may be guilty of 
High Treaſon againſt all the ſuburbs and 
ſtreets. of the town to the Place de Greve. 

It is to be hoped; with the Parts Journal, 

| | that the Ladies of the Market will make the 
Kings and Queens of their quarter liſten to 
reaſon. May they inſtil into all thoſe 
Princes that elemeney is a royal virtue, 
which is marvellouſly expedient at the com- 
mencement of a reign} When you have 
made fure of all thofe powers I will re- 
turn and join you. In vain have the Miniſters 
of the Hotel-de-Ville now publiſhed' a gene- 
ral amnefty in the name of the People-King, 
J do not chooſe to truſt to the Secretaries of 
a King that car not read. I will never 
en uſe of a 7 Wl _ Pitra *: that 
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* Pitra, Member of the Municipality of Pars my 
ſeribbler. | 


name 
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name which' has been the death of ſo many 
wretched ri ad can e, inſure the life of 
_— man. 11 . #3, £43 F . 


The Abbe Mz aury's ene after his re- 
turn to the Aſſembly, and the conſtant and 
ever fortunate intrepidity which he diſplay- 
ed at the moſt perilous moments, have 
fully proved, that though there are dangers 
which cannot be avoided but by flying 
from them, and which only a raſhneſs more 
allied to madneſs than courage would brave, 
yet there are many more which flight ren- 
ders more terrible, and which are to be 
eſcaped by being faced. True courage ſel- 
dom miſtakes them ;—cowardice always. 
does. 

All I hon been aving of the Abbe 
Maury is equally applicable to M. de Ca- 
zales, who in a diſtinguiſhed manner 
played the ſame part in the Order of the 
Nobility that the former did in the Order of 
the Clergy. He alſo quitted the Aſſembly 
about the ſame period, from the ſame mo- 
tives, and was arreſted at Cauſſade near 
Montauban, almoſt at the ſame time that 
the Abbe was arreſted at Peronne ; both 
one and the other were men of great cou- 

Ee 2 rage. 
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rage. Prudence dictated to them what, in 
the ſame caſe, cowardice would have dic- 
' tated to the Abbe Steyes; his departure 
would have been a ſhameful flight, theirs | 
was a prudent retreat,  _ 


I 2. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Letters from the Engliſh Ambaſſador— 
Mr. Necker's Return— His Speeches to the 
. Afembly and the Mumicipality—Report 
of. the Committee of Conſtitution, Rights 
of Man, &c.—The King gives Notice to 
the Aſſembly of the Appointment of the 
new Miniſters —Reſolutions of the 4th 
of Auguſt—Te Deum—The King en- 
titled the Reflorer of Liberty—A Medal 
decreed—Artifice ſucceſsfully employed 
to prevail upon the Deputies of the 
Clergy to conſent to the. Abolition of 
Tithes—The King's Meſſage reſpecting 
the Commotions and general Diſorder— - 
. Speeches of the Miniſters —Mr. Necker 

propoſes a Loan of thirty Millions, bear- 
ing Five per Cent. Intereſi—The Aſſembly 
| Ee 3 agree, 
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agree, but reduce the Intereſt to Four- 

 and-a-half— Municipalities charged with 

_ the re-eftabliſhment of public tranquil- 

lity—Treacherous and flanderous Pro- 

clamation—Adarefs preſented to the King 

by the Aſſembly on his Majeſiy's * 
Debate oO the VETo. 


TIE People are an unmanageable inſtru- 
ment, and their impetuoſity is never propor- 
tionate to the purpoſe of thoſe by whom 
they are uſed ; but whatever be their devia- 
tions, they are always infinitely leſs to blame 
than the men who put them into motion 
without having a ſufficient power at com. 
mand to direct them. . 
The factious, whoſe deteſtable manceuvres 
had excited a general inſurrection throughout 
France, being themſelves frightened at the 
many enormous crimes the people com- 
mitted, dreaded leſt a general cry of indig- 
nation ſhould mark them out, and flattered 
themſelves to avert from their own heads the 
reſponſibility with which they were threat- 
ened, by cauſing it to be reported by their 
Journaliſts that the diforder and commotions 
which agitated the kingdom were fomented 


by the agents of the Engliſh Government. 
This 
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This atrocious calumny ſoon gained ſo much 
credit, that the Engliſh Ambaſſador thought 
proper to refute it officially, and. in conſe- 
quence ſent the following letter to M. de 
Montmorin, requeſting him to communicate | 
it to the Afﬀembly : 
* Paris, July 26, 1789.—8ir, it has 04 
my ears from ſeveral quarters, that attempts 
are made to inſinuate that my Court has in 
ſome degree fomented the commotions that for 
ſome time paſt have agitated this Capital; 
that it is taking advantage of this criſis to 
arm againſt France, and even that a fleet is 
upon the coaſts for the purpoſe of co-operat- 
ing with a party of malcontents. Though 
theſe reports are altogether deſtitute of foun- 
dation, they appear to me to have made an 
impreſſion upon the National Aſſembly ; and 
the National Courier, which publiſhes the 
proceedings of the Sittings of the 2gd and 
24th of this month, throws out ſuſpicions 
which pain me the more as you, Sir, know 
how far my Court is from deſerving them. 
« Your Excellency will remember ſeve- 
ral converſations which I had with you in 
the beginning of June laſt: the ſhocking 
plot which had been propoſed relative to the 
uu of Breſt, the eagerneſs I felt to put the 
Ee 4 King 
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the anſwer of my Court, which ſo fully cor- 
reſponded with my own ſentiments, and 
which rejected with horror the propoſal 
made to it; laſtly, the aſſurances of attach- 
ment which it repeated to the King and the 
Nation. Vou then informed me how much 
ſatisfaction his Majeſty felt upon that oc- 
caſion. 


King and his Miniſters upon their guard, 


\ 


1%; As: my Court has it infinitely at hs 


to preſerve the good harmony ſubſiſting be- 
tween the two Nations, and to remove all 
ſuſpicion to the contrary, I requeſt you, Sir, 
to make this letter known without delay to 
the Preſident of the National Aſſembly. 
You are ſenſible how very important it is to 
me that juſtice be done to my conduct and 
to that of my Court, and to deſtroy the 
effect of the inſidious eee . 
have been ſpredd. 
ei 06 infinite FR "CALI that! Ra 
National Aſſembly ſhould know my ſenti- 
ments, that: they ſhould 'do. juſtice to thoſe 
of my Country, and to the frank conduct it 
has ever maintained towards France —_ & 1 
have had the honour of being its organ. 
I have it the more at heart that ho 
—_ not loſe a ſingle moment in taking 
N | thels 
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theſe ſteps, as I owe it to my own character, 
to my country, and to the Engliſh who are 
here, to take care that no farther reflections 
of this kind be caſt upon them *. I have 
the honour to be, &c,—Signed,.DoxszT.” 
In the letter which M. de Montmorin ſent 
with the Duke of | Dor/et's, he declared, 
That the Engliſh Ambaſſador had in a 
perſonal converſation informed him, in the 
beginning of June, of a plot againſt Breſt; 
that thoſe who were concerned in it had re- 
queſted ſuccours for the expedition, and an 
aſylum in England; that the Ambaſſador 
not having been able to give him any intel- 
les by. which the authors of the project 


, The Duke of Derſet, 18 ſent an account of the | 
ſtep he had taken to his Court, was ſpecially authoriſed 
« to renew to M. de Montmorin, in the moſt poſitive 
terms, the aſſurances of the ardent deſire of his Britannic 
Majeſty and his Miniſters to cultivate and ſupport the 

friendſhip and harmony which were happily e 
between the two Nations.“ 

Such were the contents of the ſecond letter ma the 2 
Duke of Dorſet wrote on the gd of Auguſt to M. de 
Montmorin, and which he requeſted him to communicate 
to the Aſſembly. The year following the ſame aſſur- 
ances were repeated on the part of | his Britannie 
Majeſty, in a letter from Mr. Pitt to M. de Calonne, who 
was then in England, and who ſent the letter to the King. 
(Appendix, No, viii.) 

could 


by 
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could be traced, ' who he proteſted were 
_ abſolutely unknown to him, every inquiry 
that could be made on grounds ſo uncertain 
had proved fruitleſs; but that the Minifler 
of the Navy (M. de la Luzerne) had given 
orders to the Commander at Breſt to uſe 
every precaution nn and _y TIO 
vi vigilance.” IRS: 
Theſe letters were Rs added and 
the Preſident was charged to write to M. de 
Montmorin, and expreſs the enn 12 
the: Aﬀembly®,- 7 + 
- At the ſame Sitting, the Sinne ap- 


Yep ; potted to draw up a plan of Conſtitution 


preſented the firſt part of their work, con- 
ſiſting of two chapters, to the Aſſembly: 
the firſt was the Declaration of the Rights of 
Man and of a Citizen, the other Stable 5 


eee e that tai e 
Breſt has been made to England ſince the Revolution. 
I have myſelf had perſonal proof, as I have related in 
my Private Memoirs, (Vol. II. page 130.) that it was 
repeated in 1794; not by Royalifts, Vendeans, or Chouans, 

but by a villain whom the Republic and the patriotiſm 
of the times reckoned among their ſtauncheſt chiefs. 
The Britiſh Government has always generouſly re- 
pelled thoſe infamous propoſals: it belongs but to a 
Robeſpierre, and his worthy ns] to n ſucceſs 


by crimes, 9 
the 


3 „ *” ca. * 2 
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the principles of the French Government. | 
They were both highly applauded ; and the 


: Aſſembly ordered them to be printed, and 
ſubtilitted to the examination of the differ- 


ent committees into which _ erer 
were divided. 
Mr. Necker 8 at Verfall on the 


28th of july, and going next day to the 
Aſſembly, deſired to be introduced, in order 


to offer the homage of his reſpec and grati- 


tude to the Repreſentatives of the Nation. 


He entered amidſt the loudeſt applauſes and 
acclamations; and 1] poke, or rather ſtammered 


. out with extreme emotion, the two enn 


e mers ; 


1 Mr. Prefident, 1 come e to 4. 
«-preſs to this auguſt Aſſembly my re- 
** ſpectful gratitude for the marks of inte- 


** reſt and of goodneſs they have been 


$6 pleaſed to ſhow me. They have thus 


laid weighty duties upon me; and it is 


by being impreſſed by their ſentiments, and 
«« profiting by their knowledge, that amid 
i circumſtances ſo difficult I can hope to 

60 ee any degree of courage. 


8 By 
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. The Preſident, who doubtleſs had no, ex- 
pectation of fo, laconic an harangue, had pre- 
of flattery, that Mr. Necker himſelf: muſt 
have been cloyed 1 with it. It was however 
exceedingly enen and onlered: to 5 
printed * * Hey © APES 

It was Fa the 88 4 Pals. whi | 
| ther he repaired the day following, that Mr. 
Necker had referved thoſe pompous expreſ- 
ſions which required ſuch labour to bring 
forth, that when he had finiſhed the produc. 
tion of this famous ſpeech , he had no time 
left to prepare another like it for the National 
Aſſembly. © g 

Long and many harangues upon the De- 
claration of the Rights of” Man, upon the 
weighty queſtion whether it ſhould be placed 
at the beginning or at the end of the Conſti- 
tution, and upon the formation of a Com- 
mittee of Report or of Inquiry, occupied 
the Aſſembly for ſeveral Sittings. The ne- 

ed of conſtantly e to the pre- 


* Speech of 42 Preſident of 5 Aſſembly i in. reply to 
Mr. Necker. See Appendix, No. iv. 


+ Mr. Necker's Speech at the Hutlede-Vi lle in Paris. 
See et HE No. v. 


W | _ tended 


being the moſt does in th ee _ 


| with the ound. 
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tended plots and dangers: without number 
with which the Nation was threatened, 


| ſerved as a pretext for this inſtitution, which 


was ſoon rendered formidable by the moſt 
odious ee and 4 N vex- 
ations, Tens 
The Afſerably 3 ee * hs 
multitude and loquacity of their ſpeakers, 
began to be afraid that the Conſtitution 
would never be ſettled, from the length of 
the debates that took place upon every arti- 
cle; and this apprehenſion made them at 
firſt give great applauſe to a motion for 
ſtopping * every perſon. Who had ſpoken 
five minutes: for this purpoſe it was moved, 
that the Preſident ſhould keep a five-minute- 


glaſs on his deſk. © This motion, which was 


made by a Deputy of the name of Bouche, 
a circumſtance one would have - ſuppoſed 


enough in itſelf to have turned it into ridi- 
eule, was very ſeriouſſy oppoſed by Target 


and others. It was curious enough to 
ſee this Aſſembly, with the pretenſion of 


* - 


O71 1:1 T*< ritt! Nn Mt as 15 
Hemer la boucht 2 tout opinant—to ſhut the eh 
mouth: the Mover's name e to be N 


ing 
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ing hours on the queſtion, e their 
members ſhould or ſhould not have the 
liberty of ſpeaking more than five minutes. 
At length; after much debating, the cauſe of 
eloquence or of loquacity gained a complete 
triumph. It was reſolved, that a double liſt 
of thoſe members who withed: to ſpeak for 
or againſt a motion ſhould be made, and that 
each ſhould ſpeak in his turn. A refolu- 
tion no doubt very reaſonable, but not cafily | 
do be adhered to in that Aſſembly. deb ad; 
One of the fiſt objects to which Mr. 
Necker had to attend, was the filling up of 
the vacant places in the Adminiſtration. - It 
was prudent to appoint only fuch perſons as 
were agreeable. to the Aſſembly, and the 
ſureſt means of doing that, was to chooſe 
them among the moſt popular of its on 
members. To this character the Archbiſhop 
of Bourdeaux added that of being Mr. 
Neciter's particular friend, and the merit of 
having offered himſelf cagerly to the Aſſem- 
bly to run after that Miniſter with the 
King's letter, Which was to recall him, and 
the Preſident's, which invited him to yield to 
the wiſhes of the Nation and its Repreſen- 
tatives. That commiſſion the Aſſembly 
* would be more properly executed 


k 


2 1 FF, 0 * 
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by the clerk Du Freſne St. n but the 
Archbiſhop's extraordinary officiouſneſs dd 
not the leſs deſerve to be rewarded, and the 
place of Keeper of the Seals, vacant by the 
reſignation of M. Barentin, and to which the 
ſurvivorſbip of the office of Chancellor® was 
ne. was beſtowed Maran, „ 
Mr. 


*The Slows of PO of the 1 which when 


ſeparate from that of the Chancellor was always held in 
commiſſion, had been a ſecond time created à diſtin: 


office in 1774 in favour of M. de Miromentl, at the 
period of the re-eſtabliſhment- of the Parliament of 
Paris, who, on account of that circumſtance, con- 
ſented to regiſter the Edict which revived it, and which 
attached to it the ſurvivorſhip of that of Chancellor, 
conformably to the Edict of 1551, by which this office 
of Keeper of the Seals had been originally created a 
diſtinct one, in favour of Cardinal Fohn Bertrand, one 
of my great- uncles. At the death of Henry II. his ſuc- 
oeſſor Francis 11, took the Seals from Cardinal Bertrand, 
tinued in diſgrace during the preceding reign; but Car- 
dinal Bertrand returned the Seals to the King, without 
giving in the reſignation of his office, and was ſent Am- 
baſſador to Venice. When the Chancellor Olivier died, 
Michael de 1 Hopital was appointed in his place, upon 
the reſignation which Cardinal Bertrand then conſented 
to make: from his great age and infirmities he could 
not undertake the journey from Venice to Paris. Still 
he might have refuſed his reſignation, and in that caſe 
the N could only have given Michael de  Hopital a 
5 imple 


388 Annals or Tux (Toi 198g, 
Mr. Necker ſeized this occaſion to intro- 

duce the cuſtom of ſubmitting the appoint- 

ment of the Miniſters to the Aſſembiy for 
\ N 5 * N 4 


de Miromenil, if at the time of his diſgrace he had cbh- 
fined himſelf, like Cardinal Bertrand, to returning the 
Seals without giving in his reſignation; but he con- 
| tented himſelf with obſerving to M. de Montniorin, 
who demanded it of him, that he had a right to refuſe. 
it, and that he complied only to give the King anew. 
proof of his reſpect and obedience. | M. de Lamoignon, 
who ſucceeded him, having alſo given in his reſigna- 
tion, M. de Barentin was advanced to the office. IH, 
at the period of his retreat, might ſtill more eaſily than 
M. de Miremenil have merely delivered the Seals without 
giving in his reſignation, as the King did not-aſk-it-of 
him. He was no doubt apprehenſive that by not re- 
ſigning he might increaſe the embarraſſment of the eri- 
tical fituation to which his Majeſty was reduced, and 
his conduct on the occaſion is therefore praifeworthy ; 
but the conſequence was, that the Archbiſhop of Beur- 
dequx became regularly inveſted- with the office of 
Keeper of the Seals and the ſurvivorſhip attached to it. 
There is no doubt but that he would have been Chancel- 
lor if that office had become vacant during his adminiſtra- 
tion, and if the Aſſembly had not ſuppreſſed that great 
office of the crown, and ſubſtituted in its place the 
Keeper of the Seals of France. Allowing the fuppreſ- 
ſion to be valid, the Chancellor Maupecu, who died in 
che month of Auguſt' 1792, ſurvived the office about 
two years. eth era ea ' , 75 
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their ſanction, or at leaſt their approbation; 
in order that thoſe who were honoured with 
their eſteem and favour ſtiould in future be 
ſafe from all: Court intrigues. He might by 
theſe means haue ſecured a perpetuity in his 
office, were not popular confidence ſtill more 
verſatile than the favour of Kings. Be that 
as it may. Mr. Necter perſuaded. the King 
to-write:the following letter to the Aſſembly, 
to inform them and the W ogra rad 
II 15> $5: 5 RY 


Gentlemen, 3p . 
to the ee of confidence which ſhould 
reign. between us, to acquaint you myſelf 
wich the manner 1 have filled the vacant 
places of my M | Sri ys H 2:4: 
4D | have . given... the Seals to 4 god 
biſhop of Bourdeaux, and the Liſt of Bene 
fices to. the Archbiſhop of Vienne“. I have 
appointed M. de la Pear dl. . Powlim 


0 


r- ener es we Lil of -Benefices: poſſeſſed an 
immenſe patronage; in the Church, his office being to 
attend to the yacancies of every kind, and to recommend 
proper perſons to the King to ſupply them. The Arch- | 
 biſh6ps- or Biſhops heretofore appointed to this place 
were. in that quality - neither) Secretaries of State nor 
Migiſters,; and conſequently not in the King's Council. 
The union of theſe was granted to the popularity of the 
Archbiſhop of Vienne. The 1 ir gained more wy 
it than Religion did. | 


Vor. I. FOES Tr Miniſter. 


990 A or run (Ae e 


Miniſter of the War Department: and Mis 
ſhal Beauvau® one of my Council. 

. The nominstion of m Miniſters from 

the Aﬀembly itfelf; evinces my defire f 
maintaining the moſt wer pl, and moſt 
ent mm mgm re N n 41349" 362; 


Thie letter an HR EDEN 
the Aſſembly cauſed it to be read a ſecond 
time, and unanimouſly voted am addreſs of 
thanks to the King, in gratitude for ſo 8 7 
| ”; a mark of his confidence. © 

un Evening Sitting of the fame day of- 


gs 4s important in its confec quenees. 
his ecki Rte is too. inden in the 
hiſtory of the Reyolution to de Faces over 
_ vithout giving Tore Particuſars of it. 
I the Sitting of the” preceding day, the 
Committee of Report had ſtated to the Af. 
ſembly, that letters and metnorials received 
from all the Provinces proved that pro- 
perty of every nature was every Where the 
prey of the moſt atrocious plunderers, and 
that throughout the country the houſes were 
burnt, the convents deftroyed, and the farms 


given up” to gry, „ Pot. ee 


F An ola ad and n adrairer of Mr. Necker's s, 
| 5} | 1 fer vices, 


me VV WF "7 


adhered to, until the authority of the Nation 
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ſervices,” all, added the a of the 
Committee, (Salombm, an advocate of Or- | 
leans) All is annihilated; the Laws are 
without force, the Magiſttates without au- 
thority ; and Juſtice. is no longer but a phan · 
tom, which it is vain to ſeek in the Courts. 
A a rethedy to all theſe diſorders, the 


Committee of Report propoſed the plan of 


a Declaration which was not ſatis factory to 
the Aſſembly; but after much debating they 


_ adopted the chief points of it, and ordered a 


new one of the ſame tenor to be drawn up. 
and preſented to them the next e _ 
guſt 4, at the Evening Sitting. 
ITbe Aſſembly: did not — 
olclock, and began with hearing the new 


plan of a Declaration read. It referred to the 


ancient laws, as ſtill ſubſiſting and to be 


ſhould have abrogated. or modified ihem : it 
continue; to 8 eee to the 
Reſolution of the 17th of June laſt, until the 
Aſſembly ſhould: have eſtabliſhed contribu- 


tions and forms leſs burdenſome to the Peo- 


ple+ that all uſual rents and ſervices ſhould 


be diſcharged as before, until it ſhould be 
8 vtherwiſe-ordend i nd laſtly, cht che nnd gf 


263 : . Nt Dev : made 


they roſe almoſt all at once to oppoſe it. In 


with emotion; ©. theſe Communities have 


ſtitution they deſire; that wiſh has been 
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made for the ſecurity of perſons and pro- 
the coneluding article it was ordered, that 
the Declaration ſhould be ſent i into: all the | 
Provinces, and that. the pariſh prieſts ſhauld - 
be deſired to make it known to their pa- 
riſhioners, _ Eons the, obſervance of 
it, to them. SILICON FAR 1 81 nene 
To — who diſpoſitions ſo wiſe, it 


would have been neceſſary that reaſon and 


cool ſenſe ſhould have pre vailed at this Sit- 


ting; but theſe were not ſuited to the crowd 


of young modiſh Legiſlators} whoſe petulant 


patriotiſm had been heightened by the fumes 


of wine and a hearty dinner. The Decla- 
ration appeared to them inſufficient, and 


their opinion, the only means of re-eſtabliſh» | 


ing tranquillity. vas 10 begin by fatisfying 
the People: they ſpoke of them as of 4 


Zuſtly-exaſperated Divinity, who was to be 


n only by ſaerifices. This good 
People, fſaid the Viſcount de  Noailles 


0 ſet forth their demands: it is not a Cons. 


<< expreſſed only in the Bailiwicks. What 
Ki ichen n my _ An equal diviſion/of ; 


ale ft \- : - Rf hy . CIs id 9 the 
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Ave. 278g. 
«'thes taxes, the Arpprefiivs of Ade, the 
„ abolition of certain feudul rights, the re- 
demption or exchange of others. For 
near three months paſt they have ſcen 
their Repyeſtntatives occupied in what we 
: „ call, and what in fact 1 18, public buſineſs; 
but public bufineſs appears to them to re- 
late more immediately to ſuch things as they 
are in need of, and which they ardently with 
to obtain. He concluded with moving, 
6 That all theſe! articles: be decreed before 
the plan of a Declaration ee nt we 
Cornmittee be adopted. | 
The Duke d'Arguillon Webaded this: mo- 
tion with ſuch pathetie and efficacious elo- 
themſelves up antirely to the delirium of ſa- 
crifices. At the ſame inſtant Deputies of 
every one of the Orders were ſeen ruſhing in 
crovrds towards the table, to be the firſt to 
make their offerings. * How will it affect 
4+the- feelings of every Citizen, ſaid a 
Member of the. Order of the Nobility, 5 0 
£5 hear; that the Members of the Communes 
% having yeſterday ſolicited the attention of 
41+the National Aſſembly to prevent the 
+ outrages committect againſt the perſons 
eee the Nobility, the Nobi- 
221 „ | | F f 3 c lity, 
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ie by a generous fetum, had this day 
given every claſs bf the French Nation fo 
ral A _—_— of their Patriotiſm: and 
en or e e i too 
The fend hgh were diſtinguiſhed into 
rea and perſonal. The latter, and thoſ 
which had formerly been perſonal, but had 
been "redeemed for a rent in corn or money, 
Were aboliſhed without any compentatiory, 
All the real rights were declared redeemable, | 
and alſo the right of Morttmit,” Courts: 
Baron, and Impropriations all Sener 
Juriſdictions, excluſive | Right of Game, 
Warrens, &e. & c. were ſuppreſſed. A 
Member of the Nobility then roſe, and ſaid 
ith emotion, Catulius had but one bird, 
and he could do no more than offer his 
3+ bird: ſo is it wich me, I have nothing 
Ele, and 1 give it up; as pigeons are 
„ Rurtful to. rieultare they d e 
betet. mob oa mate t vals 
©. The Motion, drawn up like! 4 aw 
_ paſſed unanimouſſy. It was followed by% 
Decree, without the lighteſt oppoſition; for 
the equal ſupport of taxes according to the 
Aàdilities of thoſe who paid them, the gratui- 
tous administration of juſtice the abolition of 
the tm of . and of Wr 
| vileges 
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vileges and exemptions, the reform of fran 
chiſes and peculiar juriſdictions, and ſor the 
free admiſſion of every Citizen to eccleſi- 
aſtic, civil and military employments,  with- 
out any diſtinction of birth. The particular 
privileges of Provinces and Towns were 
alſo given up by their reſpective Deputies, . 
and thoſe who: were reſtrained by the ſtrict- 
neſs of their inſtructions ſaid that they 
would write to their Conſtituents to ſolicit 
their conſent. - Provence was the only Pro- 
vincg for which any claim was made. Its 
privileges had at firſt been relinquiſhed by 
M. u Anlure, one of its Deputies; but they 
were immediately claimed (in the name of 
the Members deputed from that Province) 
and defended by the Archbiſhop. of Ai. 
He maintained that thoſe privileges were eſ- 
ſential rights, grounded on compacts and 
ge greements, the abolition of which could be 

of no importance to the reſt of France, as 
their exiſtence could in no manner be inju- 
tous to the other province. The queſ- 
tion, faid; he, is not relative to taxation, 
but co certain forms ſuited to the diſpo- 


ſitions, cuſtoms,” and manners of the inha- 
bitants, and which only tend to ſupport more 
No alias ſafety of perſons and of pro- 
| 6 5 
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ſerved, which it would be juſt to make com» 
mon to the Whale kingdom. We have no 

authority to renounce them for Provence, and 
no renunciation could be valid without its 
ſpecial conſent.” Theſe remonſtrances were 
certainly juſt; but what influence could 
juſtice and reaſon have amidſt theſe. patri - 
otic orgies, in which the moſt lawful rights, 
confounded with the greateſt abuſes; were all 
- indiſcriminately ſacriſiced on the altar bf 
the Country, or rather hurled into the gulph 
05: the! Revolution? DEN THE = 25 911 1119 
| The ſacrifices-made 5 the Odder of the 
"Cheyy: were not inferior to thoſe; of the 
Nobility. Pluralities were forbidden; firſt- 
fruits, and the right to the profits during , 
. vacancies, were ſuppreſſed: Pariſh Prieſts 
gave up their fees, and it was; inſtantly de- 
ereed, that they ſhould be indemnified by 
an increaſe of ſalary for a competent provi- 
_ . Gon, and in the manner of the income of 
Prieſts in Towns. It was laſtiy: decreed, that 
eccleſiaſtical tithes ſhould. be ſuppreſſed, and 
a modus eſtabliſned in lieu of them. It Was 

alſo reſol ved, that all the penſions which had ; 
been granted by the Crown ſhould be-faib- 
en to eee the r 


N Gentlemen, ar 


i ve not to remember, the. King d ſthe King 
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that they might ſuppreſs thoſe that had been 
obtained without a:ſufficient claim, and re- 
duce Ran pern ſhauld find rated too 
high. double erdgn aut lla n 
th Apt as theſe articles wercallideaecd, 
the Archbiſhop of Paris moved, that: the 
Aſſembly ſhould order a Te Deum ta be 
ſung in the King's Chapel in preſenee of. his 
Majeſty and the Members of the National 
Aſſembly. IH there be little merit in return- 
ing thanks to the Supreme. Being for the 


Sosd he does us, it requires a great ſtock of 


piety te thank him alſo. for the evil he in- 
flicts upon us; and in this point of view the 
Archbiſhop's motion could not but be very 
edifying, and it was adopted unanimouſly. 
So alſo was a motion of a different nature, 
made by M. de Lally, the ſubſtance of 
which is as follows, and will give à juſt 
idea of; the enthuſiaſm and intoxication vi 
Which the Aſſembly was overcome. 
theſe: raptures,. 000 
+ theſt ecſtaſies which blend all our ſenti- 
++ ments, all our wiſhes, all our ſouls, ought 


155 who has convened us, although the Na- 
e gtignal Aſſemblies have been interrupted 
80 for nearly two centuries; the King who 


4411 * Was 
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nu] the firſt to invite us to the happy 
union we have juſt completed; the King, 
iαανõοỹof his own accord has relinquiſhed 
all the rights which his juſtice ſuggeſted 
, ought hot to be retained ; the King, in 
4 ſliort, who has thrown himſelf into our 
„ arms, and who again this morning offer- 
ed us, and requeſted from ub, & conſtant 
and friendly confidence! On this glorious 
e deti er ae reap his reward, let 
every one enjoy his happineſs; may the 
public happineſs be the chief reſult of 
* it! May the union of the King and Ped- 
ple crown the union of all the Orders, 
* of all'the TR and of e CG 
« trzens 1 bs 2) 7." - 8 
We Kiens d Mut midſt of the States-Ge- 
5 . neral that Louis XII. was ptoclaimed 
Father of tie People; I move that in the 
midſt of this National Aſſembly, the moſt 
„ auguſt” ad important ever convened, 
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I i n ino . # ir va «4% airs re py, habe p07 $730) 
Rey Proclamation was tely. "dis 


with the higheſt raptures by the  Aﬀembly 
and alb the f£ ors. The Hall refotinded, 
for more than a — of an hour, with 
RWF. £5 | the . 
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Louts) XVI, reſtorer of French Liberty!“ 
It vas then reſolved, that a medal ſhould 


bea ſtruek, to perpetuate the memory of ſo 


glorious a day, or rather of ſo glorious a 
night; for it was two in the morning before 
the Aſſemably broke up this famous. Sitting, 
in which all the rights and all the property 
of the Kingdom were confounded, and: in. 
ſtitutions as ancient as: the Monarchy, ren- 
dered ſacred by ages ide ger were in a 
moment annihilated. uh 8 in iti bop 019) | 
I wasinot-preſent at this Singing, but one 
eee attended, related to me 


the next morning what had paſſed. As he 
| ſpoke in a tone too ſerious. for me to ſuppoſe 


he was in jeſt, I began to think he had loſt 
his ſenſes: but I ſoon found in the public 


papers a confirmation of the particulars he 


had mentioned: I could not belp thinking 


that I was reading an account of one of thoſe 
frolies ſometimes entered 4 nto by wild 


young fellows, - who, * puſhing the 


bottle freely, begin to break their glaſſes, 
_ detanters; and plates, then to contend who 
hall throw: the moſt valuable furniture out 


of the window, and before they have done 


leave che room bare ; but who next day, at 


9101 9 fight 
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ſight of their bill, curſe eis folly while 
they pay for the things deſtroyed . Unfor- 
tunately. the patriotie frolie: of the: ꝗth of 
Auguſt did not end ſo; it ruined millions of 
individuals who had no ſhare in it, and en- 


riched nobody. 95 The reducing all the arti» 
cles then decreed into a formal Act gave 
pre * long debates in the following Sit- 


- Our ſobered legiſlators thought they 


— 1 5 dreamt what they had too ſurely 


decreed, and ſeveral of them laboured · to in- 
terpret and give a turn to the decrees ſo as 


to reduce the effect of them conſiderably 3 


but the terms of them were too poſitive to 


be open to any feſtriction which the people 


would admit. The only article they found 
it poſſible L to modify Was that which con- 


demned the pigeons to death or emigration... 
The excluſive appropriation of flights an 


dove-cotes/ was not totally ſuppreſſed but it 


was ordained; that the pigeons ſhould be 


ſhut up at periods appointed by the Com- 

Tunes,” during which time they ſhould be 
conſidered as all other kind of game, and lia- 
ble to be killed as ſuch. But as this modiſi- 


cation did not take place for eight · and forty- 


hours after the original decree, moſt af the 
dove- cotes were deſtroyed or unſtocked be- 
TAS . fore 


e 
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fote it was known, otherwiſe/it might, per- 
haps, hive-aveddonte:efl them ... 

The Nobility and Clergy were board 
much leſs favourably in the final arrange- 
ment of the Decrees of the 4th of Auguſt. 
The ſuppreſſiori of all feudal rents, ſer- 


tion of the feudal ſyſtem; that is—of all 
roghts: of —— precarious feuds, re- 


Ahnen do wilt go pn err ITE 


— B+ *» 


. It ſhould — obſerved here, that, ſcarcely any « of the 
Decrees of the Evening Sitting of Auguſt 4th were re- 
gularly paſſed, ' Several motlons which the acclama- 
tions, clapping, and vociferations of the galleries did 

not ſuffer to be heard, were among thoſe, Decrees, al- 
though, amidſt the dreadful tumult that prevailed, it was 
as impoſlible for the Aſſembly to have paſſed them, as 
bor the Secretaries to have written them. This was 
very ſtrenuouſly inſiſted upon the next day by ſeve- 
ral of the members of the Cote Droit, and particularly 
by M. d' Epreſmeni!,, who maintained that all thoſe pre- 


tended Decrees were previouſly drawn up, and that the 


Sitting had been purpoſely opened ſo kite to convert it 
into a nocturnal andi ſcandalous huddle, the more eaſily 
to alter the proceedings in ſuch a manner as to ſquare 
with the plan of the authors of, this manceuvre. t 
the Preſident 7 Chapelier 7 and the Secretaries boldly al 
ſerted that all thbſe Dedrees had been paſſed, and the 


majority of the Aﬀembly, thinking themſelves bound by 


their atteſtatlon, confirmed this wk of mee 
delirium. > | 
5 liefs, 


\ * — 
- - 4 
* 


vices, and fealty, was not thought ſufficient; 
to this article was added the entire aboli- 
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clared tithes aboliſhed, became the fubs 
ject of a long and noiſy debate, in which 
the Abbé Szeyes attempted in vain to de- 
monſtrate that the Aſſembly, having once 
acknowledged tithes to be awful property, 
and declared them redeemable, could not, 
without glaring inconſiſtency, declare them 
not redeemable; that is to ſay, to give in- 
demnities on the ſuppreſſion of appropriate 
tithes, and not on that of common tithes, 
though one and the other were of the ſame 
nature. They would be free, he ſaid, 
and cannot be juſt. Theſe arguments, 
and thoſe advanced by moſt of the defenders 
of tithes, were unanſwerable ; nor did they 

receive any other anſwer than clamours from 
the galleries, and threats uttered by the po- 
pulace againſt tbe chief members ef the 
Clergy as they left the Aſſembly. In or- 
der to put an end tp their. debates, which d 
had taken up two Sittings,/ recourſe was had 
to a trick which, nr as it was, was 
completely ſucceſsful: About a ſcore of 
pariſh. prieſts, ahve een of whom were 
not in the receipt of tithes, were made 
to ſign a declaration, by which they entire- 
ry” 4 3 55 n ONE BITE. a 


- % 
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ly relinquiſhed to the Nation their right to 
them. During the ee eggs, 
ment was dexterouſſy ſeiaed to make uſe of 
this paper. The applauſe and enthufaſm, 
whether ſincere or diſſembled, which it ex- 


cited, inſtantaneouſſy electriſied the majority 
of the — The! bers, Abbẽs Com- | 


2 Ne — 
Huris confirmed the buſineſs in the moſt ſao - 
lemm manner, by proclaiming, in the name 
of his colleagues, and of all his Clergy, the 
relinquiſhment of all eccleſiaſtical tithes to 
the Nation. Let the Goſpel be publiſh- 
„% ed,” added he, let divine worſhip be 
celebrated with decency and dignity ; let 
«the churches be provided with virtuous 
and zealous paſtots, and above all, let 
the poor be comforted: To ſuch pur 
i poſes are our tithes: appointed; ſuch is 
<< the object of our withes;; the aim and 
«end of dur Miniſtry.: We truſt; in che 
1 National Aſſembly, und we dd nat doubit 
that they will provide ut with the me, 
of accompliſhing worthily, objects ſo im- 
«+ portant and ſo ſucred. It was in conſe- 
„ 5 5 quence 
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quence decreed, that tithes of every nature, 
and rents ſubſtituted for them, &c. ſhould: 
be aboliſhed, ſubject, nevertheleſs, to the 


conſideration in what other manner provis: 
ſion ſhould be made for the maintaining of 
divine-worſhip, for- the ſupport: of its Mi- 


thus was broken the link which united tlie 


hopes of the earth to the favours of Heaven, 
the intereſt of the prieſt to the proſperity of 


the peaſant, the hymns and pray ers of every 


age to eee and fruity” f nn, 


foh G. O eee a babhell' fs 5 


entrance of all the Miniſters, who were ſent 


by the King do repoſe in the boſom of the 


Aſſembly the anxieties with which his Ma- 


jeſty's paternal heart was agitated: It was 


thus that the Archbiſhop-of - Bourdeauæ in- 
troduced the meſſage. by 1 truly 


uri GE. 158 45 tho To At re | . Yes" * 
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niſters, fur the comfort of the poor, for the 
repairing and xc · building of churches; c-. 
Thus was annulled this patriarchal tribute, 
the moſt ancient and venerable among men; 


S C9 c WRT - n D e as 


be diſcuſſion reſpeRing'the bt 
efethe Dowees of the th of Auguſt Was 
interrupted in the Sitting of the th by the 


1 
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France was reduced; the unbridled licentiouſ. 


forms of juſtice neglected; and fore and ar- 
bitrary proſeriptions ſubſtituted ; property in- 


ing the habitations of the inhabitants, the aly- 
lums of "piety | violated,” induſtry and com- 
ON terror and deſolation ſpread 


* excellent *Conftitiition,” added he; „ is 


© tile principle of the happineſs of this 


© Empire; His Majeſty waits the reſult of 
«your labours with the moſt ardent impa- 


1 tience, and has expreſſſy commiſfioned us 
to urge you to acoelerate them: but cir- 
. cumſtances require precautions and cares 
of more immediate and active effect; they 
require that you ſhould take the 

«+ meaſures for ſuppreſſing the rage for 


ve plunder, and the reliance on impunity-; 


u that you ſhould reſtore to publie authority 


+ the influence it has loſt : the power which 


4% you ſhall enforces will never be dangerous, 


"_ 


ard more every dae > 0. om ad: 


Vor. J. 88 eps To 


neſs of the times, the laws without force, the 


* 
— — — - > — 
— = — | - — = 


 vaded in all the provinces, incendiaries ravag- 


hout-the Kingdom. A wiſe” and 


Wand oughit to be the ſureſt and moſt fer- 


prompreſt 


but armed diferder will become fo" more 


„ 7 X 


* 
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Jo this picture Mr. Necker, who ſpoke 

next, added that of an empty treaſury, occa- 
ſioned By the delay of the payment of the 
taxes, by the pillage of the offices, by the 


diſperſion of the regiſters, and by ſmug- 


gling, which was carried on with open 
force in ſeveral provinces. He demonſtrated 
the neceſſity of immediately engaging a 
loan of thirty millions, to ſupply unavoida- 


ſufficient time for the Aſſembly to have 
«finiſhed, or at leaſt to have conſiderably 
advanced, the great labours in which they 
„Were engaged, and from which would re- 
«+ ſult a permanent order ſuch as the Na- 
tion had a right to expect from the en- 
**. lightened. zeal of their Repreſentatives, 


Tn and the juſt ae intentions 4 


44 the King.“ AE 
: Kr": pany ing alin age Rr 
ien the ſueceſs of this loan was very 


“ uncertain, notwithſtanding the generous 


and patriotic ſentiments which ought to 
ee 3, enen un Syſt Joan fo 
«+.cured by the Repreſentatives of a Nation 


. the moſt l . the laws of honour, 
, : | "1 . and 


only for two months, which he ſtated to be 


Onerr. 


ky 


. 
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« and the richeſt in Europe, offered mo- 
% neyed men an opportunity of lay ing out 
their rel free en e e 
* prehenſion - 

— uſt, to WM the intereſt oy 
this loan ſimply at five pet cent. 2dly, That 
it ſhould be payable at the period to be named 
by each lender, at the next ſeſſions of the 
States-General. gdly, That the payment 
ſhould be made the firſt charge in the ar- 
rangements to be taken for the eftabliſhment 
of a ſinking fund. Athly, That a liſt of the 
ſubſcribers to this patriotic loan ſhould be 
delivered to the een _ n on 
their Journals. 

So many e ae to _—_ 
ſucceſs for a miſerable loan of thirty mil- 
lions; / ſufficiently indicated the annihila- 
tion of public credit, and the opinion Mr. 
' Necker, who was in a ſituation to form a 
better judgment than any other perſon, enter- 
tained — it. The credit of a Government 
never ſurvives its power, and the power of 
the French Government no longer (exiſted? 
The Aſſembly intended to have made them 
ſelves maſters of it, but they could only ef- 
fect its diſſolution: their own conſiſted in 
the ability of deſtroying ; and that kind of 

| Gg2 Power, 


408 Annas or TAE | [Avs: 198g. 


power, however extenſive it be, is not at 
all in favour of: credit a truth that ſoon 


proved itſelf. The Aſſembly, .perſuadett - 


that any loan opened under their ſanction 
could not require any great advantages to be 
offered to the lenders, after a debate of two 


days g voted the loan demanded by Mr. 


Necker ; but, far from adopting the terms 


propoſed by him, they rated the intereſt at 


We e n per cent, without fixing any 
time for the payment of the capital . The 


were obliged to have recourſe to means infi- 
nitely more burdenſome, and. very 9 


nen Bm of all—Affignats. 


'S 
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of Ar, to undertake this loans and; to! mortgage all 


eccleſialtical Property : for the payment of 
and alſo the principal. But this offer was too great an 
obſtacle to the OP of the faktibus and Jobber to be 
accepted; 65. S500 ee ODE) 


+ In e of the 27th of Auguſt, the Aﬀſembly, 


Hpding zhat the Cubſcriptions to this loan amounted to o 


more than 2,600,000, lives, declared it'cloſed, and, on 


Mr. Necker, is; Propoſal, voted a new. loan of eighty. mil · - : 
_ half in money, and half in public bills, upon the 


| tions mentioned by the Miniſter of Finance. This 
ths ſucceeded no better an "ihe former: Nis e 


28 i 


nee Was, that it was impoſſible to 
fill the ſubſcription for this loan, that they 


the. intoreſt 
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Nor bras the Aſſembly more fortunate in 
the choice of their meaſures for ſuppreſſing 
the diſorder and robberies that deſolated 
France; Inſtead of re eſtabliſhing public 
authority upon its ancient baſis, and reftor- 


ing to it the influence it hall loſt, they 
— inveſted the Municipalities with all the 


powers heretofore exerciſed in the higher 


the Provinces; by Commiſſioners of Appeal; 


and by the Parliaments; and to the ſole vi- 


gilance of the Municipal Officers, all excel 


lent patriots in the ſenſe of the Revolution, 


they confided the care of reſtoring and main 


taining public tranquillity. They authoriſed 


them” to employ for that purpoſe the Na- 
tional militia, who obeyed their Comman- 
der only when he regulated his orders by 


their will; the Marechauſſte, who were cay- 
tious how they obeyed commands diſap- 


proved by the National militia; and the 
troops of the line, who thinking themſelves 
degraded by being placed under Municipal 
Officers, did not reliſni acting in obedience 
to them. This was, nevertheleſs, the ex- 
tent of the Proclamation which was voted 


Bourdeau. The pres 


ene th 


affairs of the police by the Commanders of 


according to the eloquent remonſtrance of 


63 8 amble * 
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amble of the Proclamation is not leſs re- 
markable for the malicious and-falſe inſinu- 
ations it contains, than for the facts it 
Rates; Em ij py. ny literally as fol 
lows: 2 . ene 

le, The National -Afembly, eee | 
. 56h the enemies of the Nation, having 
4+ Joſt the hope of preventing the public re- 
generation and eſtabliſhment of Liberty 


i by the force of Deſpotiſm, appear to have 
conceived the criminal project of attain- 


ing the ſame end by the means of diſor- 
der and anarchy ;. that they have, among 
„ other expedients, at the ſame juncture, 
« and almoſt on the ſame day, cauſed falſe 
0 alarms to be excited in the different pro- 
% vinces of the Kingdom; and that by 
« falſe reports of inroads and pillage they 
have given riſe to real enormities and 
1 crimes which attack both property and 
«+, perſons, and which, diſturbing the gene- 

*« ral order of ſociety, deſerve the ſevereſt 
' ©, puniſhment z that thoſe men had carried 
their daring "ſpirit to ſuch a length as to 
„ ſpread forged orders and even forged 
i edicts of the King, which have ſet one 
part of the Nation againſt the other, at 
the * time that the National Aſſembly 


80 Were 


Wendy 9%; / 
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« were paſſing the moſt favourable — 
*:0e2hs: People 1 py; (on 


e eee wiclet ee . 


to prevent the public regeneration, and the 
eſtabliſhment of Liberty, was not directed 
againſt the rufſians who were engaged in 


but levelled at the Clergy, Nobility, and 


Magiſtracy, in a word at the Ariſtocrats; ſor 
that title carried with it the conviction of 


every erime. It was likewiſe'the Ariſtoerats 
whom this proclamation} accuſed of fabri- 
cating forged orders and forged edits of 
the King, for the purpoſe of cauſing their 
own property to be pillaged and burnt, and 
themſelves to be aſſaſſinated |: and the 'A fe 
poſture, at this atrocious abuſe of the fatal 
magic of the word Ariftocrats;'and of the 

eredulity of the people! This proclama- 
tion paſſed by a very great majority, and 


met with no difficulty except in regard to 
the oath to be adminiſtered to the troops, 


1 1 ert Hi 5 

The debates upon the e of. the 
Rights of Man, upon che organization of 
w Judicial Power, and upon ſome articles 


* 
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of the Plan af a Conſtitutions: occupied all 
the Sittings till the 9g5th--of Auguſt, on 
which: day tliey were ſuſpended in honour of 
the King's: ſeſtixval- The Aſſembly ap- 
pointed a Deputation of ſixty of their Mem- 
bers to carry their congratulations to his 
Majeſty: on the occaſion, and to preſent him 
the following Address:: nt had 


as We vg Karbe ni vun täliß *. 


yy A: beatz, r ee 
1 “Religion this; day commoernorates, was, 
e like you, the friend of his People. Like 
6. Jou, Sire, hie had French liberty at! Heart; 
4 and guarded it by laws which are an 
<< /henour to our annals; but he could not be 

the >Reftorer - of it. This glory, which 
t has / been reſervetd for ybur Majeſty, gives 
you ͤ an immortal right to our gratitude; 
_ *5-and-to; the tender wieneration ofall/French- 
eee the names of two kings 
<4 ſeparatedi by the lapſe of ages but affimi» 
a lated hy the maſt ſignal acts of juſtice in 
, favqur of their People, be for ever united. 
Sire, the National Aſſembly have ſuſ- 
*{{1pended; their Aboure a ſew/ motnents to 
7 perform: alduty which, is delightful ; to 
eee — he, a de- 
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©, parture from their truſt: to ſpeak to their 
King of the love and fidelity of French 


men, iss tobe employed in a concerr 


truly National, and to gratify the firſt 
«wiſhes of cheit hearts. bes 95. Aten; 

Amiqs ) 412-11 nbi: gn Hm 245 

While the Aſſembly were paying the 
King an homage ſo truly merited, the great 
political queſtions debated in their Sittings 
were made the ſubjects of diſcuſſion at the 
clubs, and among the groups of the Palazs- 
Royal. Hired orators made random declama- 
tions which were ever replete with fury againſt 
the diviſion of the Legiſlative Body into 
two chambers, againſt the Royal Aſſent, and 
againſt the abſolute; and ſuſpenſive VE To. 
Theſe men knew as little as their hearers 

what the difference was between the abſo- 
lute and ſuſpenſive veto, or indeed what veto 
meant at all; but they were perſuaded that 
one or the other was an enormous encroach- 
ment upon Liberty and the Sovereignty of 
the People; and that they might not be 


» This Addreſs was drawn rp by Le Pelletier de St. 
 Fargeau, the ſame who afterwards became a Member of 
the Convention, ſat yo ve or on the King, voted for 
his death, and was himſelf aſſaſſinated by a "Fark 
named Paris. ene 480 td inen 
TO a miſtaken 


| 
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miſtaken which of the two it was, the 
rity determined to abhor both vetos eq 
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violent fermentation, concurring with 


the general diſcontent excited by the con- 
tinuance and progreſs of the dearth, raiſed 
t 


e moſt alarming agitation in the Capital, 
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Note relative to the Abbe Sieges. 


Ir only depended on the poſſeſſion of an Abbey 
of 12,000 livres (five hundred pounds ſterling) 
a year, and a little more attention from the Arch- 
biſhop of Sens, to have made the Abbe Sicyes one 
of the moſt zealous ſupporters of the old Go- 


vernment. I aſſert this fact on the teſtimony of 


ſeveral perſons worthy of the higheſt credit, with- 
out any fear of its being contradicted by the 
| Abbe Sieyes himſelf; and'I ite him from among 
a thouſand inſtances, that the world may juſtly 
appreciate-the zeal, patriotiſm, and principles of 
thoſe revolutionary demoniacs, who all, madmen. 
and idiots excepted, had no other object in de- 
claiming and writing ſo-violently againſt the Go. 
vernment and the Miniſters, than to make them 
purchaſe: at a higher price their ſilence or their 
pen. The Abbé Siches, a man for ſyſtems, a 
ſubtle arguer, an obſcurely profound metaphyſi- 
cian, puſhed himſelf into notice in'1787, in the 
Provincial Aſſembly of Orleans, of which he 
was a member, by his continual and frequently 
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8 8 ** to the old. principles, and x 
to all the views of the Government. The Arch- 


biſhop of Sens, then Miniſter, being informed of 
it, aſked M. de L——, one of the principal mem 
bers of that department, who the Abbe - Stzyes 


was, of whom he heard ſo much. He is a 


man (replied M. de L——) extremely dangerous 
in times like theſe. You muſt abſolutely ſecure 
him, to prevent his doing. a great deal of miſf- 
chief... But by what means ſecure him? 


© There is but one; and chat is, to chain kid 


down with fetters not of iron, but of gold.“! 
« What! do you think he is to be bought?” — 

% have no doubt of it; he is not rich, he loves 
expenſive living, and good cheer, and of courſe 
money. How much muſt he have? Do you 
think an annuity. of 6000 livres upon an Abbey 


would be enough? No; his price is higher 
| than that.“ — “ Say twelve, then.“ — That 
vill do; but inſtead of giving him an annuity 


give him an Abbey of that value. He is of low 
extraſtion, and full of - vanity:; he would be 
highly flattered: with an Abbey, and you will be 
ſure of being better ſerved for it... Let it be 
ſo then. Will you ſundertake the negotiation ??” 
<<: No, I cannot; but the Abbé de Cetarges, 


who is known to be: entirely devoted to you R is in | 
our Provincial Aſſembly, and nobody is fitter'ts 


execute. (by coromiſinn. de N then; I. will 
put it. into his hands. 10 * A lt: 314 VOY 1 


Tbe Archbiſnop of Sens in conſequence- ſent 
the 


ad 


7 
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A Abbe dee private inftruQions;: together 


quired to the Abbé Sicyes, and in- which the Mi. 
niſter ſpoke highly of the tale nts and great know- 
ledge of the Abbe, ſaying; «that: he had men- 
_ tiened: him to the King, and that his Majeſty 

thought of calling him into the Adminifiration, 


of preferring him io an e 12,000 livres 


eee 7771 12 ” 1 Ain. ; U 
ee eee e e eee 


„, How is it, my dear Abbé, ſaid he to him, 
that, with all the talents you poſſeſs, you have 
not the wit to turn them to account in improving 
your ſituation? The fide of oppoſition in our 
Aſſemblies will only ſerve to create you power- 


ful enemies, and to ſhut the door of favour 


againſt you; whereas, if inſtead: of perpetually 
- oppoſing and embarraſſing the Government you 
-were-to be of ſervice to it, you vould certainly 
be well; rewarded,” —*, Of ſervice to che Go. 
vernmentl to the Miniſters l Do not mention ĩt 
to me; there is nothing to be done vith thoſe 
People, they are all eicher madmen or fools. 


The Archbiſhop of Sens The Archbiſhop | 


1 of, Sens. is the greateſt madman among them.” — 


1 You will allow at leaſt chat he is not à fool, | 
and I will convince. you that he is not mad: yu 


5 are much in the wrong to ſpeak of him as you 
do: the proof of his not being mad is, that he 
wif even 


with ea letter which he was to ſhow as oecaſion re- 


f ae dn ied: viſit to the Abbé Sieper. 


N 9. . 


4s won. 


even know my name.“ —“ You. are ie 0 12 


has heard a great deal of you, and does not 


doubt chat you could, if you would, be of very: 
great ſervice to the Adminiſtration: he has even 
propoſed you to the King, and to give you an 


Abbey.“ —* An Abbey!“ —“ Yes, an Abbey, 
and an Abbey too vilh a revenue of 130 
livres; this deſerves attention.“ No doubt it 
would, if what you ſay were true. ö I can 
ſhow you all I have ſaid to you, written by the 


hand of the Miniſter; himſelf ;: and I ſhould not 
have mentioned it to you, had I not been ex- 
preſsly commiſſioned by him to do it.. Oh! 


that alters the caſe.— Well! what anſwer ſhalt 


I give? . cannot preteiid to ſay that a good 


ſure.”—* That's right, and you may depend up- 
on having one; but may the Miniſtry alſo depend 


upon your ſervices ?“ Of courſe; and if 'they - 


will liſten to me they will be guilty of fewer fol- 
lies. Then 1 may write to the Arehbiſhop of 


Sens that you accept the Abbey, and fo forth.“ 


Ves, certainly; but when is this to take 
place ? Immediately after the eloſing of our 


Provincial Aſſembly. You muſt go to Verſailles, 


where you vill ſee the Archbiſhop; converſe 
wich him upon the ſubject, and in the next ar- 
rangement of the liſt you vill be appointed.” 

From that moment the Abbe Steyes entirely 


changed his tone in the Aſſembly, to the great 
| 6 of thoſe who were unacquainted with 


: his 


% 


# / 
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his ſecret. They — fitting for about ſix 
weekslonger. Hardly were they broke up when the 


| Abbe Sicyes repaired to Verſailles; and. preſented 


During two hours he waited in vain in the anti- 
chamber for the moment when he ſhould be intro. 
duced into the Miniſter's cloſet. At length finding 
that he was not ſent for, he defired:a-ſervaitt to 


go and announce bim again; but by that he gained 


nothing, for all che anſwer brought back by the 
ſervant was, that his Lordſnip was very buſy, and 
could not ſee any body. The Abbẽ, convinced 
that be had been made game of, went away exaſ- 
perated at the Cardinal; and ſadly vexed at hav- 
ing yielded ſo eaſily to corruption, eſpecially as 
he had experienced all. the ſhame without reaping 
any of the profit of it. He haſtened to the 

Abbe. de Cexarges, related his adventure, and 
reproached him very bitterly for having made 
himſelf the inſtrument of ſo abominable a piece 
of treachery. The Abbé de Cezarges did all he 


could to appeaſe his anger, and to perſuade him 


that the Archbiſhop's mind could not be changed: 
he promiſed him to go and fee the Miniſter in 
the courſe of the day, and aſcertain his intentions. 


It was not till he heard of the Abbẽ Sieyes's great 
rage that the Archbiſhop remembered the promiſes 


he had deſired to be made to him more than ſix 


bimſelf at the Hotel of the Archbiſhop of Sens. 


weeks before, or even his name, which he had 
almoſt forgotten. Let him know (ſaid he to 
the Abbe de n that I was ignorant of 


„ his ; 
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« bis being at. Verkalles/and-hit nap+fetvant | 
4 having miſunderſtood, or not retaining his 
name, had pronounced it in ſuch a bungling 
e manner, that it had been impoſſible for me to 
„ gueſt it was he who was announced. Bet him 
come again JURY ed and I will make my 
| HERO Him.“ ls 34.97 Little Sd OM vt 
„ enen baten eee 
appeaſing his wrath, and reviving his hopes a 
little, he agreed to pay à ſecond viſit to the 
Archbiſhop of Sens, Unfortunately he went the 
day on which the Miniſter gave à public audi- 
ence, and when of courſe every body who wiſhed 
to ſee or to ſpeak to him, went, without being an- 
nounced, into the Hall as ſoon as the doots of it 
were opened. The Archbiſhop having never 
ſeen this Abbé, and being as little appriſed of 
bis ſecond viſit as he had been of his firſt, paid 
him no attention, and perhaps took him for one 
of choſe buſy- bodies who are often ſeen at the 
levees of Miniſters, though they have nothing io 
ſay to them, and who attend chiefly to ſay that 
they had been there. The Abbe Sieyes being to- 
audiences, waited: and waited in vain for the 
Archbiſhop's coming up to him. The Miniſter 
cone luded his levee according to cuſtom, as ſoon 
as thoſe who- went to ſpeak to him had ſaid all 
1 . to ey; and tetired to his lod: "we | 
ion ew Lauch (4330957 * the 


% 


the Abbe Sizyes in the Hall, confounded, tranſ- - 


ported with rage, and more convinced than 
ever that he had been made a dupe. He went 
off curſing the Atchbiſhop of Sens, and ſweating 
to be revenged for ſo atrocious a perfidy. The 
Abbe Cezarges tried without effect to bring bim 
to teaſon, and to juſtify the Miniſter ;' but he re- 


pratedly'atiſwered, © Say no mote of that mat to 
me Heis 4 villain! he ſhall know—he ſhall know 


whom he has to deal with.“ He accordingly 
ſome time after publiſhed his firſt pamphlet, en- 
titled, '* Moyens d Execution,” in which he itiſert- 
ed the moſt virulent declaitation that had ever 
beet ade again the Archbiſhop of S. 

This anecdote” was told by the Abbé Cezarges 
to many of his friends, who have repeated it to 
me with Ho fame Circumſtances, It was alſo con- 
firmed” to me by M. de ., the member of 
me Provincial Aﬀembly of Orleans, whom 1 
mentioned to have been the perſon who adviſed 
he Archbiſhop of Sens to gain the Abbe Siges, | 
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Hot SAP to the, Cardinal 4. Rohan, tus Arreſt, 
5 and the celebrated. A fair gf the Necklace, can 
100 8 IF oi Baile bitte boi want; idk 
"HE Cardinal ds Rohan bein nn ich Alma». 

nor of France, at the head of the Adminiſtration” 
of the Hoſpital of QuinzenVingis*, had made ſuch 
advantageous reforms and jmproyements in that 
eſtabliſhment, , that be bad gonkderably 1 255 
the number; of the perſons, admitted, , who ere 
the, blind; thoſe, being, the, gbjefts. of, ide eher 
rity, which-wes founded by St, 7 The. Kin 
ho alvays too great intereſt in e 
contribute to the good of, bumgnigy in general, 
and to the relief of the poor in e 


law 
with, great, ſatisfadtion the bappy effetts of the 
changes, wrought. by the High Almoner; "and 


being deſirous of ſecuring them ftability, by. ap- 
pointing 10 the ſuperintendance perſons of ſome 
reſpeQability and knowledge, his Majeſty for 
that purpoſe added a Counſellor of State and 
three Maſters of Requeſts to the Council of Ad- 
miniſtration of the Quinze- Vingts; among the 
members of which, previous to this addition, 
there were two Clerks- Counſellors, of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris. A little while after, a wretched 


80 called from the original number of the chatitable ob | 
jects received into the Hoſpital, which was goo: before the 
| n it had inereaſed to above 800. 1 a7 


_ Intrigue, 


< 
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intrigue; the details of which would lead me too 
far, cauſed ſuch a diſagreement among the Direc. 
tors, that the two Counſellors from the Parliament 
dropped their attendance at the Council, and gave 
in their teſignation by a public deed; in which 
they declared, that they could not with honour 
keep their places in the Adminiſtration. They 
added ſome articles in fupport of their deelara- 
tion reſpedting ſeveral pretended violations of 
the ſtatutes, with ſome charges, more or leſs ſdri- 
ous, againſt the principal perſons employed by 
the Cardinal de Rohan. Two of the Maſters: of 
Requeſts, who had been appointed members of 
the Council, apprehending that their delicacy 
might be called in queſtion if they retained an 
office which two other Magiſtrates declared they 
could not undertake with honour, determined very 
wiſely to conſult the Court of Requeſts. There 
the meeting of the Maſters referred the buſineſs 
to a Committee, of which I way appointed Re- 
porter. I went the very day this took place to 
the Hotel of the Cardinal de Rohan, with whom 1 
vas not at all acquainted, I told him the nature 
- of my viſit, and aſked if he would allow me to 
look over the regiſters of the Adminiſtration of | 
the Quinze-Vingts, and all the papers I might want, 
in order to inveſtigate the fats ſtated by the arti- 
des in the reſignation of the two Counſellors; 
Far from giving the flighteſt oppoſition to my re- 
queſt; he appeared to wiſh exceedingly that = 
_ ſhould/ undergo a rigorous N | 
Hh a | next 
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next Jay he ſent me the reviders and papers I had 
aſked for, with a meſſage to ſay that he had di- 
rected the Abbe: Georgel, his Grand Vicar, to 
give me every information I required. On the 
Monday following, the Keeper of the Seals, 
whom I. ſaw at Verſailles, ſpoke a great deal of 
this affair to me, and of the great intereſt which 
the King took in it; recommending it to me to 
examine it thoroughly, and enable him as ſoon as 
poſſible to give an account of it to his Majeſty, 
who was very anxious to know whether the 
charges laid againſt the Adminiſtration af the 
Quinze-Vingts were or were not well founded. | 
This buſineſs redounded completely to the 
honour of the Cardinal de Rohan : the Adminiſ- 
tration of the Quinze-Vingts was fully juſtified by 
their regiſters; and all the 'charges brought 


| © againſt it in the reſignation of the two Counſel. 
lors were found very inſignificant, or completely - 


refuted by the papers and reſolutions, to which 

was annexed the ſignature of thoſe very Wag: 

trates, whoſe ſcruples were evidently frivolous. 
After this affair, I continued from time to 


| time to ſee the Cardinal de Rohan, from whom 1 


received very great civilities, He ſoon placed ſo 
much confidence in me as to ſpeak to me with the 
utmoſt frankneſs upon all his concerns, and par- 
ticularly about his fituation at Court. I ſaw that 
he was ſincerely attached to the King, and very 
_ grateful for the concern which his Majeſty- bad 
dete to ſhow at the clamour that had been 
1 . raiſed 
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Taiſed againſt him reſpeRing- the adminiſtration 
of the Quinze-Vingts : but the Queen was far 
from treating him with equal goodneſs; which 
gave him great uneaſineſs. I did not know, nor 

did be ever tell me, in what he had diſpleaſed her 
Majeſty ; but the Abbé Georgel, with whom I 
converſed about it, informed me, That the Car- 
* dinal during his embaſſy at Vienna had writ- 
© ten to the Duc d' Aiguillon, then Miniſter of 
* Foreign Affairs, a confidential letter, in which 
he had paſſed ſome jeſts upon the Empreſs 
% Maria Thereſa); that that Miniſter had been ſo 
indiſcreet as to give the letter to Hadame Du- 
„ barry, who did not ſeruple to read it aloud at a 
© ſupper ſhe gave to a party, with whom ſhe inde- 
cently made a laugh at it; that as ſhe told no- 
e body that the letter was written to the Minif- 
ter, it was generally ſuppoſed to be ritten to 

* herſelf ; that it was fo reported in the account 
{ which was given to the Queen of what paſſed 
_ v at the ſupper; and that her Majeſty, highly 
5“ diſpleaſed that the Empreſs her mother ſnould 
% have been made the ſubjett of laughter for 
% Madame Dubarry and her gueſts, had never for- 
FAN Cardinal that letter. 
1 I ſaw but little hopes of an offence of this 
nature being either repaired or forgotten; and 
however concerned ] felt for the Cardinal's un- 

eaſineſs, of which he was conſtantly talking to 
me, I did not know how to adviſe him. One 
3 W upon him juſt the returned from 
| ; Hh 3 | Verſailles; 
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Verſailles; this was about ihres months before 
his arreſt; as be appeared unuſually gay and ſa - 
tisfied, I aſked if he had any good news to tell 
me? © Yes, yes, (replied he) excellent, and ſuch 
«as I hope will, give you great pleaſure ; but 
« firſt give me your word that you will keep what 
4% am. going to tell you a profaund: ſecret. 
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“0 Certaiply./'—* 1 think (continued he) that you 


« have felt a real concern for the Queen's diſs | 
i pleaſure againſt me—let me tell you then, that 
* a change is taking place.” —# I give you joy 
** with all my heart; but do you not flatter your- 
«ſelf? Have you ſeen the Queen? or has ſhe 
« written. t0/you ?” No, but L am to ſee her 
%% on Wedneſday next. I ſhall return on Thurfſ- 
64 day-evening, and if you will be here about 
e nine o'clock you ſfhall know all I can tell you 
no more about it at preſent.“ I was very 
punAual;and was ſorry to find that the Cardinal's 
eee with the Queen; which he expetted 
on Wedneſday, had not been kept. He had 
been told that her Majeſty had, on account of the 
noiſe that her reconciliation with him "would 
make, and of the alterations that muſt take place, 
thought it proper to wait till the K ing of Sweden's 
departure, which was fixed for the beginning of 
the next week, and to poſtpone the appointment 
that had been made for Wedneſday of the pre- 
ceding week, till the Friday of the one following. 
This delay gave the Cardinal the leſs uneaſineſs, 
as at _— time he nnn. of it he was alſo 
ALS» _ aſſured, 
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aſſured, in the moſt poſitive manner, that the 
Queen's diſpoſition towards bim became evety 
day more and more favourable,” * And have 
#4] abeſe aſſurances (ſaid 1) been given to you by 
* any one on whom you can perſectly rely ? 

Ves, perfeftly/ and if J eould but teil you who, 
you would not be leſs! ſatisfied! than lam: 'a 
4. woman, formed to poſſeſs ihe complete confi- 
dente of the Queen, who frequently ſpends 
hole hours alone with her, and, being much 
<-attached-to me, has both with zeal and addreſs 
4 ſeized every opportunity of weakening the pre- 
< judices her Majeſty had conceived againſt me; 


. it before the Queen; had prepared the way, and 


« them. The affair of the Quinze-Vingts, or ra- 
ther the manner in which the King mentioned 


ee convinced her that I was not a worthleſs fel. 
% low... Her friend, who knows her better than 
any one elle, finding this fayourable diſpoſition 
in ber, bas very ably kept it up and increaſed 
_ 5 it ;- ſometimes by mingling in her converſation 
** ſometimes by ſpeaking, thougt always with an 
« air of indifference; of ſome unhappy families 
« whom I have relieved. 'You do not know how 
much any thing of a beneficent nature affeRs 
the Queen; it is inconceivable what ſhe gives 
y it is immenſe, and yet not equal to what 
«ſhe wauld give, as, ſhe has a fixed ſum for her 
Sn RE expences, and when that is expended, 

-. NS „ ſhe 
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« ſhe is under the neceſſity of poſtponing her 
. bounties till the month following. The lady 1 
« allude to has done me the ſervice of pointing 
t out to me very opportunely perſons patroniſed 
« by her Majeſty, and wha were experiencing 
great embarraſſments while waiting her relief: 
* you may believe that I was eager to ſupply 
„ them, and largely.“ “ But are you ſure the 
« Queen heard of it? Certainly; for my 
% money went through her friend's hands. This 
ce is the cauſe of her Majeſty's eſteeming me gra- 

7 dually more and more, and to ſuch a degree as 
to give me, in preference to all devoted to 
te her, the greateſt mark of confidence poſſible. 
% You will be very much ſurpriſed: when I can 
fe tell you what it is.“ And when will that 
te be?””'—*< On Saturday next about this time, as 
ge probably the affair will be then all over: do 
e not aſk me any thing more about it now. 
On the Saturday the Cardinal returned from 
Verſailles without having ſeen the Queen; having 
been told that ſhe was ſuddenly taken ill with à 
violent head-ach and obliged to go to bed: but 
at the ſame time a paper was given to him from 
Win which (ſaid he) ſeals the confidence her 
ge Majeſty has in me.“ 10 role gf E-tu6d's 

A third appointment failed: in like manner, 
0 pretence of the Queen's being vith the 
Dauphin, who was indiſpoſed; but on putting 
him off for another week, he was told that her 
Majeſty had the greateſt plans in view for him, 

UB þ 43: and 
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and was thinking of nothing leſs than having him 
made Prime Miniſter. So far was he from not 
believing it, that he was alarmed by anticipation 
at the burden and difficulties'of ſo important an 
office. I too from this moment became uneaſy, 
but from very different (motives: I was afraid 
chat this affair, ſtill enveloped in ſo much myſ- 
tery, might prove to be ſome Court intrigue, 
ſome abominable ſnare laid for the Cardinal. I 
told him my fears, which he turned into ridicule. 
What! (ſaid he) do you take me for a ehild or 
an idiot ?'—* No, certainly; but without 
a being either the one or the other; you may be 
„ 100 ſanguine, too eafily impoſed upon.“ 
„ Welli well! Come, in ſpite of all your incre- 
h dulity I will convince you ;—but give me 
& your word not to ſpeak to any ſoul alive of 
F. what I am Soing e to tell you.“ “ Vou may 
depend upon me.“ “ Let us go into my 
tt cloſet. | Vou know that the Queen is very 
& fond of fine diamonds.” Some time ago a mag- 
* nificent necklace was ſhown to her, which ſhe 
* immediately longed to have; but the King 
te thought it too dear, and would not buy it. 
kt Still ſhe longed to have it. As ſhe could not 
1 pay for it but by inſtalments, and with frequent 
ff. delays, of which the jewellers would not run 
u the riſk, it was neceſſary to find ſome perſon 
tt. very ſecure in every reſpect, ho would 
i ſecretily make the purchaſe for her Majeſty, 
Fand who was in a ſituation to anſwer to the 
| % tradeſ- 
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*« tradeſmen for the payments. The friend, of 
* hom 1 have ſpoken to you, pointed me 
« out, and undertook to make the propoſal to 
«©. me. I embraced it without hefitation; as you 
« will readily imagine; and this is the ſtate of 
« things. — Well! Mr. 4ncredulous! what ſay 
you now? I ſay that I cannot comprehend 
« it at all. How can the Queen, who has all 
e the diamonds of the Crovn at her command, 
« have ſo great a defire.for this inecklace ?'--- 
„% How? Becauſe, perhaps, in all the diamonds 
* of the Crown ſo perfect an aſſortment could 
, not be made: I tell you there cannot be ſiner 
4c feen,”—*© Be it fo; but what can ſhe do with 
de the Necklace? for, as the King thought it too 
« dear, ſhe certainly will not think of wearing 
© it in his preſence, and in his preſence ſhe is, 
«© or may be, every moment.. I cannot tell 
„you whether ſhe will or will not wear it; per- 
<< haps ſhe may wiſh: to make à preſent of it, or 
4 to keep it locked up till ſhe has a favourable 
„ moment of gaining the King's approbation of 
$6 the - purehale, aid cannot ſay, an&1ti does not 
es become me to queſtion her on thaſe topics,” — 
«« Certainly not; but I hope at leaſt that you will | 
* not conclude this affair without having ſeen 
« the Queen.“ Doubtleſs not: ſee her I muſt 


to deliver the Necklace to her.“ '—*<: Is every 


_ * thing, already ſeiiled with the jewdllers?! 
Oh, IO will wer ene this de eee 
8 : NY Haft ; * Scher by 
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„ by her Majeſty, and all the articles approved in 
te the margin by her, for I fee you do 6558 


« ljeve à word of what J am telling you.“ — 


1 Pardon me, but in affairs ſo nice as this I am 
* Pod of having things upon paper. Do 


„ you know the Queen's writing?“ faid he to 
me, as he ſhowed me a flight paper book which 


he took out of his deſk. 1 do not,“ I re- 
plied, but your Eminence ought to know it 
* well.” Oh, perfectly: Read! read!” I 


ran my eyes haſtily over the conditions of "this 


agreement, which was figned Marie Antoinette de 


France, and I certainly faw in the margin oppolite 


each article the word approved,” written in a ſmall 
regular hand like the ſignature. Well!“ ſaid 
be with a ſatisfied" air, “do you begin to ſee 
e clear, ſee,” faid I. „if this be the 
* Queen's writing, that the writes a pretty little 
hand; but 1 think you have undertaken here 
very tickliſh commiſſion.” — © You will 
change your opinion, when you "ſos the ſequel ; 
* have patietice til this day eight days, for x am 
«4: ' poſitively to fee the Queen next week. 
Tbis certainly had no other foundation than 
che fame promiſes with which the Cardinal had 
been kept in ſuſpenſe for fix weeks before. He 
went to Verſailles and returned 'without ſeeing 
her Majeſty; the reafon given was, that the King 
had paſſed the whole evening with ber; and the 
Cardinal admitted this account with an eaſe and 


[confidence that aſtoniſhed 1 me. I expreſſed to 
him 


— — — — — — — — . —— — 
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him great uneaſineſs at his gtuation And has 
not the Queen even written to you?” ſaid I. 
Have not you a ſingle letter from her on this buſi- 
, neſs?” —* No; but ſhe has made her friend write 
« to me, and that's the ſame thing. I will how 
you a letter that will ſatisfy you.” He opened 
a ſmall preſs. in an angle. between the fire-place 
and the window, and, taking out a handful of lets 
ters,” read me one of them, about a page and a 
balf long: It was an inexplicable piece of am- 
biguity, which I had no ſooner read than 1 ſaid 
to the Cardinal with warmth If it be not, my 
« Lord, the moſt reſpettable woman in the 
60 Kingdom who has ritten this letter, you are 
10 ſhamefully played upon. What does all this 
1 ſignify? There are expreſſions in it which may 
* apply to ſome circumſtances : relative to the 
Necklace, when we know them, hut they, may 
« as well and better be applied to à hundred 
other ſtories: in ſhort, this letter is ſo, inappli- 
& cable, that happen what will, you can make no 
« uſe of it; and I am convinced iat the-perſon 
« who wrote it had this in view.“ . Fiel do 
% not talk in that manner. 'You: mal Dok 
e very differently if you knew how. much that 
& perſon is in every reſpect above all ſuſpi- 
« cion; beſides, have not you ſeen the agree- 
n ment ſigned and approved by the Queen ??* — 
« Ves; but as I am unacquainted. with her Ma- 
. jeſty's writing, which may very well have been 
10 ed. and alſo with the lay, ſo eſtimable, 


© and 
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*. and who may be much leſs ſo than you ima- 
e gine, I am more apprehenſive than ever that 
c this affair may turn out very troubleſome to 
« you. There is but one thing that can remove 
« my fears; and that is, as you have not yet deli- 
« ,yered the Necklace, that you promiſe me, and 
J conjure you, not to part with it but to the 
Queen herſelf,” “ I do promiſe you, and ſo 
« you may be eaſy: indeed you would be per- 
©, feRly ſo, if you knew the name of the perſon; 
« all I can tell you is, that there is not a more 
« diſtinguiſhed one in the Kingdom.” 10 
Tuo days after this I went into Britany, where 
I had not been fix weeks before I learned, by the 
public papers, that the Cardinal was arreſted, 
without any particulars of the cauſe of ſo extra- 
ordinary an event; but it was not difficult for me 
to gueſs it. 4 
The circumſtances given in evidence are all that 
have been certainly known, What J have here re- 
lated could not be proved but by» my teſtimony, 
which was not taken, or by Madame» La Mothe's 
correſpondence, and that was burnt an hour after 
the Cardinal's arreſt, He was ſo thoroughly con- 
vinced that that correſpondence contained: the 
Queen's ſecret, and that the ſeverity with which 
her Majeſty had treated him before the King was 
a proof of the implicit confidence the had in 
his diſcretion, that, inſtead of attempting to juſ- 
tify himſelf to the King, he only thought of not 
. the Queen, After confirming, ſomes 


times 


render him with her Majeſty, and the like. Had 
this point been cleared up, the obſcurity in which 


| n the — a y_ opinion, 5 lending her 


Ne. 11; 
times by his Glence, ſometimes by the embar- 
raſſinent of his replies to their Majeſties' -queſ- 
tions; a charge that could not but excite their 
indignation” againſt him, his firſt care, the mo- 
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ment he was arreſted,” was to diſpatch one of his 


people poſt to Paris, with an order to open the 
preſs in bis cloſet which contained all Madame 
La Mothe' letters, and to burn them. This or- 
der he delivered to his man in German, that he 


might not be underſtood by the 'Officet who 


vent with him from the King's chamber to the 
apartments occupied by the High: Almoner in 
the Palace. An Adjutant of the Gardes-du-Corps, 
was charged to take him e eee u e e 
bis papers, and then to the Baſtille.” {8 

By deſtroying this Seated the Cardi- 


aol loſt the moſt? important papers for his juſtifi- 
cation; for they would have ſhown the manceu- 


vres, the profound and ſtudied ſubtilty praQiſed 


by the moſt intriguing of women, to convince 


him of the | kindneſs, extreme confidence, and 
friendſhip which the Queen beſtowed upon her; 
of the eſſential ſervice it was in her power to 


the affair remained enveloped- would have been 
diſpelled. It would have been evident to all, 
that the Cardinal, far from being ſeduced by the 
ambitious and criminal hopes of which he was 
accuſed, had no other object in view than to 


his 


— 


. M - none . 


his credit for the purchaſe of a Necklies, which 
he could not but believe the wiſhed very much 
to poſſeſs as the fat was atteſted” to him, not 
only by a perſon” who/ he thought had received 
che commifffon exprefsly from her Majeſty, but 
dy A writing which he 1 bez W and 
| Ne- dy the Queen. : 

It has been very inconſiurately rotes ü has 


the © Cardinal was too well acquainted with the 


Queen's writing, and particularly her ſignature, 
to be ſo groſtly deceived in it. He bad never 


received # letter from her Majeſty, and could 
never have ſeen her writing, or rather her figna- 
ture, but twice or thrice in a hurty on the re- 
gifters of baptiſm; and does it therefore follow 
that he could have preſerved ſo accurate a re- 
membrane of it, as to know it long after, though 
written in « different manner, or with different 
| pens? It was ſaid that at leaſt he knew that the 
Queen's ſignature was Marie Antoinette, and not 
Marie Antoinette de France. It was doubtleſs 
poſſible for him to, have obſerved his from the 
regiſters of baptiſm; but it was alſo poſlible for 
him not to have attended to it, or, if he did, to 
bave imagined that che Queen might ſign differ- 
ently 1 in public regiſters and private deeds. Nay, 
how could he ſuſpett it, when he had in his hands 


2 deed that he muſt as firmly have believed 10 
have been ſigued by the Queen, as if he had ſeen 


her write her name to it, becauſe a part of the 


-firſt inſtalment to which the inſtrument bound 


8 8 | her 


4 


her, 
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ber Majeſty; was paid on her account nee. thy 
+ Cardinal's own hands by Madame La Mothe ? 


The moſt moderate cenſurer of the Cardinal's 


| conduct muſt have blamed. the excels of bis cre 


dulity ; but to judge in what degree be deſerved 


know all the art practiſed by Madame La 


to make herſelf miſtreſs of his confidence, which 
unforiunately for him i it was but too eaſy both to 


gain and to keep. Being abſent from Court, 


knew Madame La Mothe only by her | genea- 


logy *®, by the patronage ſhe had received from 


the Ling and Queen, and bythe, favourable ac- 


counts given of her to him by all perſons whoſe 


good offices ſhe had managed to ſecure. Finding 
her ſprightly and amiable, the Cardinal was na- 
is led to e that thoſe ee which 


* The eee eee Nala de Ie Moths, ending 
to the moſt authentic titles, and certified by the genealogiſt 
D' Hozier de Serigny, King of Arms in France, derives her 
deſcent from Henry Valois de St. Remi, the natural ſon of 
Henry II. and of [Nicola de Savigny. The Duke de Cerefte 
Brancas undertook to preſent a Memorial to the Queen and to 


M. de Maurepus, in favour of the Demaiſalle de Valois and her 


brother, whom Madame de Boulainvilliers had found at Paſfi 
aſking charity, and whom ſhe had brought up at her own ex- 
pence. The King granted them penſions. The young Valois, 
who was ſerving in the navy as a ſailor, was immediately made 


an Officer, and took the title of Baron de Valois, He proved 


as worthleſs as his ſiſter, but with leſs ability: he died before 


this cenſure, it would have been neceſſary to | 


and from Paris, a. great part of the year, he | 


— 


the 


= . 9 
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0 the name of Valois muſt render am n more inter- 
eſting in the eyes of the Queen, had gained Ma-. 
8 dame La 'Mothe her Majeſty's affeQion, and im- 
I plicit confidence. Moſt of thoſe who have caſt 
| the greateſt cenſure on the Cardinal would per- 
haps have fallen as blindly into the ſame fault, 
5 =_ the ſame ſnares been laid for them. 
The ſeverity, as unmerited as impolitic, with 
which chis error was puniſhed would be a ſtain 
upon the memory of Louis XVI. had he not been 
entirely ignorant of all the fads I have been re- 
lating; had not the Miniſter “ who was the in- 
former, or reporter of che information againſt 
the Cardinal, no doubt more induced by his zeal 
tharby his former enmity to the High Almoner, 
5 repreſented this affair to their Majeſties in all the 
| odious-lights in which it could be placed; and 
had he not painted it as ſo ſerious an offence 
againſt the honour: of the Queen, or at leaſt ſo 
calculated to implicate: her, that the ſlighteſt in- 
dulgenee might caſt a ſuſpicion of connivance.on \ 
her Majeſty. | The King confidered: the Cardi- 
nal, and could not, do otherwiſe, as guilty of 
High, Treaſon; for, according to the laws of 
France, the crime of which he was accuſed came 
4 under that deſcription ; and in being ſo pointedly, 
- harſh to bim, his Majeſty meant to make the 
moſt lawful ufe of his authority, and at t the ſame ; 
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This exertion of power was: cally. utme- | 


rited, and its conſequences have foffitiently 


proved that it was no leſs impolitic,'' It was 
numbling unneceſſarily a powerful and numerous 


family, whoſe rank, alliances, reſpeRability, and 


ſervices deſerved conſideration; it was alienating - 
the firſt Noblemen of the Kingdom, and alarm- | 
ing every body; it was, in ſhort, preparing and 
„ facilitating the Revolution, by awaking ideas of 
deſpotiſm which the reign of Louis XVI. bad 
buried in oblivion, and by exciting a general 

defire of ſeeing the Royal authority limited; 
This defire, ſo uanimouſly-exprefled/in the in- 


ſtructions of the Bailiwicks, would have been 


this incident of the Cardinal de Rohan; and yet 


it was by firiving to accompliſh it, or at beaſt un- 


der that pretence, that the Monarchy was over- 
thrown, © It may then be well faid, that the un- 
 forttnate affair of the Cardinal de -Rohan is not 


leſs conneQed with the Hiſtory of the „ rd | 
Yan with that of the Baltille, 8 


conſidered as an abſurdity had it not been ſor 


